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P R E F A CE. 


Chri tian Reader, 

HE Doctrines of Grace, of whach this Book 
© treats, are the Truths of GOD. Our Au- 
thor has defended them in a maſterly Manner. 
He has not only proved them to be plainly reveal- 
ed in the Scriptures, but has alſo ſhewn that they 
are of fuch conſtant Uſe to the Children of Goo, 
that without the fledfaſt Belief of them, they 
cannot go on their Way rejoicing. It is from 


A 2 theſe 


iv: 
theſe DoAranes only that ſettled Peace can rule 
in the Conſcience, the Love of GOD be main- 
tained in the Heart, and a Converſation kept up 
in our Walk and Warfare, as ET" the Gof- 
fel. It is from them that all good Works pro- 
ceed, and that all Fruits of Holineſs abound to 
the Praiſe of the Glory of the Grace of God. 


In the practical View of theſe Points ELISHA 
CoLEs is ſingularly excellent. He has brought 
theſe deep Things into daily Uſe, and has proved 
them to be abſolutely Neceſſary in daily Experi- 
ence. They are Truths and uſeful Truths. On 
theſe two Accounts his Book has been greatly ef- 
teemed by real Chriſtians: And on theſe I would 
recommend it | as approved in mine own Fudg- 
ment to be agreeable to the Oracles of Gov, and 
found to be of fuch conſtant Uſe, that until T 


received 


2 v. 
rereived them, I could not enjoy the Bleſſings and 
Comforts of the precious Goſpel. 


Oppoſition to theſe Doctrines will be made ſo 
long as there are People im the World, who place 
ſome Confidence in the Fleſh, Such are pleaſed 
with their own Works, and fond of taking Me- 
rit to themſelves. But the Word of God is not 
of doubtful Interpretation to thoſe who rejoice in 
CaxisT Jxsus. They are thankful for a Free- 
GRACE Salvation, and while they enjoy the 
Things which accompany it, with therr Lips and 
Lives they defire to bleſs the God of all ther 


Mercies. 


A New Edition being called, I was requeſted 
to recommend it to my Friends, which I do from 
my Heart. I wiſh it may be as uſeful to all us 
A 93 read 


vi. 
read it, as it has been to me. It will certainly 


be the cheapeſt Edition that ever was publijhed, 
and, 2 the moſt correct. May the LorD 
bleſs it, and render it the Means of puilding up 
hits People in their mof Holy Faith! 


William Romaine. 


 # & &. % 
Octaber 10, 1775, 
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An Account of the Treatiſe 


and Publication. 


HH principal Heads of the following Diſcourſe (gene- 
nerally owned by the Churches of Britain) the Author 
was ſomewhat inſtructed in from his childhood; having heard 
(till a few days fince) but little concerning the General Point : 
That he means, which is commonly ſo called, as holding the 
Grace of God in CHRISr to be generally deſigned and diſpenſed. 
alike to all; ſuſpending the whole Virtue and Succeſs thereof 
on the Human Will; without peculiar reſpect, or aſſiſtance 
afforded to any, but what is given in common unto men. 
Which doctrine might worked. General, as the ity of 
men in nature are patrons and abettors of it. Not that he 
thinks all who hold it to be in their natural ſtate; for as of 
moſt their judgment is better than their practice; ſo, of ſome 
he hopes, their practice may be ſounder than their judgment: 
But, fo to hold and practiſe accordingly, he cannot but think 
extremely perilous to the fouls of men. Divers co | 
accidentally, he had with thoſe of that way ; In all which he- 
found it their drift to infinuate that principle; not caring to 
diſcourſe much of any point elſe, how uſeful ſoever, and im- 
portantly needful to be known; but ſtill diverting into that 
channel: Maintaining alſo their notions with that confidence 
of their own, and contempt of the contrary judgment; ſuch, 
uncomely reflections upon their opponents, and light regard. 
of the ſcriptures brought againſt them, as did in no wiſe be- 
come a contending for the faith: Which has made him think 
that ironical ſpeech of Jah to his friends too applicable to theſe, . 
No doubt but ye are the people, and wiſdom HE dir with you; 
Fob xii. 2. He alſo found their tenets moſtly grounded upon 
words and phraſes of a variable conſtruction; as not weighing . 
the ſcope of the texts, nor how the ſenſe they gave of them 
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ii. An Account of the * 
might accetd with thoſe of a contrary tenor; ſtill citing ſuch 
as were plain and.expreſs, to be tried by thoſe of a doubtful 
ſound: Whereas the contrary courſe had been mote genuine, 
arid nezrer to find out the truth. Not that any ſeripture is 
doubtful of itſelf, or inconſiſtent with others; nor would ſeem 
ſo to us, if ſcope and context were duly weighed; But the 
ſantd word being ufed on differertt occaſions to a different pur- 
poſe ; an heedleſs attending to the contexture induces the loſs 
of its proper intendment. it he found among them a gene- 
ral agreement igalſiſt our doctrine of Election; is true; and no 
leſs true, that they differ among themſelves as much as they 
do from us; only they bear each others diſſent more quietly 
than ours. Some of them hold Election upon works foreſeen ; 
others, that nem are elected when they do actually believe, and 
not before: others of them, that no man is elected, till he 
has perſcuerdd in believing to the laſt moment of his life : And 
others again, That there is no Election at all, of Particular 
2 Ins as ſuch, but of the Entire Species of men, from eternity. 
is put him upon ſearching the ſcriptures more fetly touch- 
ing the docttine of Elim; wherein the farther he went, the 
more he was confirmed in what he had firſt received. And as 
he went on, found thoſe other points of Peculiar Redemption, 
EFeftual Calling, and Final Perſeverance, fo interwoven with 
that of Election, and dependent thereon, as very naturally 
drew on a diſeuſſion of thoſe alſo. And as preparatory thereto 
it ſeemed expedient to preface the whole with the doctrine of 
GOP's SovernicNTyY, together with his RicyTEoUSNEss ; 
the reafotrs whereof, with its uſefulneſs, ye may find in the 
Treatife itfelf. It alſo lay before him, to obſerve what uſeful 
inſtructions derived from theſe doctrines above thoſe of the 
contraty ſite ; which he hopes will not be meanly conſiderable 
to thoſe who have their ſenſes 1 exerciſed to diſcern. 
Of this work was oftimes a ſtop and laying aſide, as reſol- 
ved to proceed no farther: And this not from the want, but 
redundancy of tnatter, which he found in the ſcriptures for 
it, but himſelf much too narrow to comprehend, and to make 
it out; partly alſo from the difficulty of reducing his mingling 
fragments to an orderly conſiſtence. But, by one impulſive 
occurrence or other, (among which, the inward delight he 
had in the work, though ſometime intermitted, was not the 
leaft;) it ſtil! revived and went on afreſh, until by degrees his 
gleanings grew into a ſhock ; which then he bound y x Joy 


OO Treatiſe and Publication. if. 
deſigned it only for private uſe. But ſo it was, that ſom 
parts thereof apnea ory, came to the view and hearing of 
certain ancient and ſober Chtiſtians; who exprefling 2 my 
liking and approbation, ſomewhat warmly adviſed the prin 
ing of it for more general uſe; as that which might help at 
leaft to confirm the tenure of thoſe already poffeſt of the truths 
but ſtill remain ſubject to ſifting, One who Had caſt a favor- 
able eye on the contrary points, profeſſed Himiſelf well ſatisfied 
with what he had found in this, touching the impotency of 
natural Free-will, though affiſted with general Grace: urg- 
ing alſo the publiſhing of it, for that he thought its Planeſs 
might render it more convincing to ſome than Scholaſtic dif- 
putes ; which are found to obſcure and puzzle, rather than 
illuminate and ſettle the judgment of illiterate perſons. Ano- 
ther conſideration was, the effect it might have to antidote 
Young Profeſſirs; who being ſcarce out of the ſhell of their 
natural underſtanding, tre pronely receptive of notions that 
ſpring from a Covenant of works ; which by means of fo plain 
a diſcourſe of nature's weakneſs, together with the neceſſity, 
conſtant readineſs, and invincible efficacy of Divine Grace, 
they might be happily armed againſt. | 

Repeated inſtances prevailed, at length, for a willingneſs to 
make it public; in caſe it ſhould alſo obtain approbation fre 
approved Divines ; whoſe teſt and judgment he would ict 
ſubrnit it unto, and accordingly aid : retaining yet a deep 
ſenſe of his manifold inſufficiency for ſuch a work; and pray- 
ing =— perſonal meaneſs and obſcurity may not prejudice 
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This being the account formerly given, ſome latter occur, 
rences have induced this further Additzon. After the art 


Impreſſion the author was oft- times encountered by ſome of 


the contrary Perſuaſion, whereby he came to know more of 
their Spirit and Principles than before; but not to his better 
liking of either: He ſpeaks but of ſuch as himſelf had con- 
verſed with. 

Some he found to ery up that excellent Creature Man; 
and the great Things he is able to do: A taking Lure! and 
conſequently the more dangerous to ſuch as are not well 
ſettled in Principles; becauſe of that marvellous Aptneſs that 
is in Nature, to be taken with its own Commendation; and 
to fancy itſelf conſiderable in procuring its own Happineſs ; 
As alſo from the Difficulty of taking up our Reſt © 


Iv. An Account of the 


will of another, whoſe wiſdom and love we are little acquain- 
ted with, nor can be, until we are pitched upon it. But, for 
the preſent ability of this once excellent creature we have but 
verbal report; and muft therefore ſuſpend our belief, until 
they produce ſome creditable evidence for it. If thoſe that 
aſſert it, have ſuch a talent, it ſhould not be hid in the earth: 
They ſhould till be turning the penny; and the greatneſs cf 
their ſtock ſhould be ſeen by the richneſs of their effects Tis 
no point of honor or prudence to boaſt of poſſeſſions, and all 
things at will; and yet live at the rate of an underling- tenant 
who holds his All at the will of another; Tis ſurely a rational 
thing, that to whom much is given, of him the more ſhouid 
be required. It behoves therefore to ponder thoſe ſerious queſ- 
tions, what ingular thing do ye? And what ds ye more than 
others? What earnings have ye made of thoſe larger talents 
ye profefs to be endowed with? This they ſhould give ſome 
folerable account of, or elſe they will be thought to boaſt of 
a falſe gift; for it is not words but performances muſt juſtify 
abilities, and make out the virtue of principles. Their fellow 
chriſtians are of themſelves not ſuffi ient to think; how then 
will thoſe anſwer it with all thole florid endowments, to be 
found even as they ? 
And becauſe ſcriptural deductions are moſt prefling ; ſome 
have a device to put by their force without reſiſtance: What 
they cannot anſwer they will not underſtand : It muſt bear 
the name of Unintelligible notion. The vanity of which evaſion. 
is obvious to any that will but conſider it; Aa the rudiments 
df any ſeience, which by inſtruction and uſe are familiar to 
one, may be ſtrange and uncouth to another, tho' of more 
pregnant parts than he, and better ſkilled in other faculties, 
Another gin is their needleſs mixing & conſequently perplex- 
ing of ſecret things with thoſe revealed: When as my cannot 
be ignorant, that the Decree is GOD's Rule, (which cannot 
be known to us but by the event) the Law and the Teflimony 
ours: By which alone all doctrines are to be tried; and our 
whole courſe of judgment and practice, to be regulated here 
and judged at laſt. We all acknowledge dark ſcyings in ſcrip- 
ture, and things hard to be underſtood. But the difficulties riſe 
not ſo much from the word, as a natural unbelief, prejudice, 
and darknc(s within; with thoſe crooked, wrinkled, or diſco- 
loured mediums men commonly look thorow at ſpiritual things 
which needs muſt render the objects they look at unlike to 
themſelves, There 
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There is alſo another ſnare, as catching as any other, and 
as worthy to be cautioned againſt : The doctrine of Free-Grace 
being ſo illuſtrious in ſcriptures, as not to be ſpoken againit; 
255 in general terms, as any other; 
and tell us what great pretenſions their doctrine has to magni- 
fy Grace; and that they deſign nothing more than the honor 
of that; when as indeed, it 1s not Grace, but a contrary thi 
ſet up with that name; for. follow the ſtream either As. 
or downward, and as it all ariſes from, ſo it all runs into Free- 
dom of will, and Advancement of SELF ; as it is obvious to 
W obſerver. 

he laſt thing I ſhall take notice of at preſent, are certain 
( — accidental) queries, modeſtly pretended for argu- 
ment's ſake, to clear up obſcurities, — accord contradicti- 
ons; which (tho' a good work in itſelf, if orderly managed) 
they follow ſo far, and in ſuch a manner, that they do, in 
effect, bring principles into queſtion; and craze the very 
ound-work of religion. | 
The things are mentioned, not to uncover the weakneſs of 
perſons, but of principles, and that only as they derogate from 
the honour of free grace, and tend to ſubverting the foul ; and 
the end of it is, to prevent ſuch as may be hov'ring about, 
(as not knowing where to ſettle) that they may not be caught 
by the enticingneſs of words, which is ſo contrary to the ſim- 
plicity of the Goſpel. '® =, | 
What remains then? But that we bleſs GOD, adoring his 
Glorious Wiſdom and Grace, that matters of preſent duty and 
— importance to us, are ſo plainly revealed; and eternal 
vation ſo little concerned in the preſent conciliating of ſeem- 
ing diſcord. There's eneugh manifeſted to take up our time 
and ſtrength ; and our living up to that we know, is the readieſt 
way to know more : He that will ds his will, ſhall know of his 
doctrine. And in the fulneſs of time thoſe ſeeming diſcordances 
ſhall have an illuſtrious reconcilement; and they that have 
moſt firmly believed now, againſt all their carnal reaſonings, 
and unreaſonable contradictions, ſhall have not the weakeſt 
reflections and rays of glory from the luftre of that day: And 
this I ſuppoſe he had an eye to, (a perſon of no ordinary rank 
for human accompliſhments) who treating of GOD's 
did freely confeſs, that be could not in leed comprehend them, but 
would captivate reaſon to the obedience cf faith. With which I 
cloſe; ſubjoining only a word of Religious Education, 2 
it e 


. Vi. An Acemint of the Treatiſe, 6c. 
* it deaths CR it may yet prove (and hath fo to ma- 
preſervative from evils in practice, and errors in 
jodgmen gment, —— others (who had not that gracious privilege) 
more naturally fallen into. Beſides, when GOD 1 
to work effectually, thoſe notions of fin, of CHRIST, 
of Grace, - which before they had but the form) have — 
ed of fingular uſe to facilitate the work. That the LORD 


will vouchſaſe his bleſſing with it, is the prayer of his ſervant, 
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Prachcal Diſcourſe | 


G O D's Sovereignty. 


T's: High and tremendous Attribute, being an Ocean 


that has neither Bank nor Bottom may not light] 
be launched into by Auy, tho” ever ſo ſtrongly built and well- 
man'd, (much leſs by ſo weak a Veſlel) without a Divine 
Compaſs, and an Anchor within the Vail. That the Author 
of this Diſcourſe came into it, was not of Choice or Defign- 
ment, but of Courſe and t Neceſſity. Could he have 
found another Baſis to repoſe that Doctrine upon, which was 
(at firſt) his only intended Subject; he had not touch'd upon 
this: But apparently to him, no Ground would bear the 
Weight of Election, Yue that of Sovereignty ; and there it fixed 
ason aRock: All the Lines of its whole Circumference, run- 
ning there, and reſting there, as in their Center, where alſo 
— hath laid it, Rom. ix. Eph. i, Cc. And, how- 
ever it be a Foundation diſallowed of Men, eve abſerving 
Chriſtian ſhall find, that withaut acknowledging Divine So- 
vereignty, for the 22 Supreme and unaccountable Dif. - 


poſer of Perſons and Things; he ſhall want a principal means 
of ſupporting his Faith, and quieting his Underſtanding in 
the Courſe of Common Providences ; much more of thoſe 

flerious Occurrences, and Supernatural Truths, which he is 
, eternally concerned about. 

In this Preface I ſhall treat Firſt of Gop's Severeignty, and 
then of his Righteouſneſs, as its natural Adjunt, The Sum 
af the firſt lies in this Propoſition, viz, * 


- 
\ 


2 A Practical Diſcourſe _ 

That the Great Gon bleſſed for ever, hath an abſolute Power 
: and Right of Dominion over his Credtures, to diſpoſe and 
determine of them as ſeemeth Him good. a 


That there is ſuch a Power, and that this Power belongs 
to GoD, no other Reaſon needs be aſſigned, but that He is 
Gon, and there is none beſides Him: There can be no- more. 
betauſe, 1. There can be but One Infinite; for fuch a Being 
fills Heaven and Earth; and ſo no Place or Room for ano- 
ther. 2. There can be but One Omnipotent! For, He that is 
fuch hath all others under His Feet: Beſides, where One 
can do all, more would be impertinent. 3. There can be 
but One Supreme; Supreme Power may reſide in Many; (as 
in mixed Monarchies and Commonwetalths) but as Law- 
makers and Supreme, they are bur One. 4. There can be 
but One Firft Cauſe, from which all Beings elſe derive their 
Original ; and that is this Bleſſed One we are ſpeaking of ; 
9. whom, and to whom are all things, 1 Cor. viii. 6. And if 
e be the Author of all, He needs muſt have a Sovereign Right 
and Power to determine all; both as to their Being, Order, 
Efficacy and End. 
That Sovereign Power belongs to God, is a Truth fo natu- 
ral, and obvious to Reaſon, that other Proof ſcems as need- 
leſs, as that the Sun is the Fountain of Light: Nor ſhall I 
ſuppoſe that any who will read this Diſcourſe, can fo far for- 
themſelves to be Creatures, as to ſeek a Proof of their 
reator's Sovereignty; the Things that are ſeen, ſo loudly 
proclaiming His Eternal Power and Godhead. But fince 
with our eaſy admitting the Nation, it is none of the ſmalleſt 
Difficulties to own it in our Practice, and bear ourſelves an- 
ſwerably towards Him : Since alſo fo huge a Weight is borne 
on the Shoulders of this Divine Attribute, and our Souls are 
ſo highly concerncd in the Intereſ and Influence of it; it needs 
muſt be our Duty and well worthy our time, to look o'er the 
Inſtances of it, and to mark and confider them well, as things 
. importing our Inſtruction; whereby we may know 
omething of the Greatneſs of that Gop in whoſe Hands our 
Souls are; as alſo of our Infinite Diſtance from Him, and No- 
thingneſs to Him; and ſo, with the more Humbleneſs of 
Mind, and Self-abaſement ; as alſo, with the more Faith, 
and Creature-like Affiance, ſubmit unto Him, and bear our 
ſelves upon Him. To this End the Scriptures have * 


of GOD's Soverticnty. 3 
ſeveral Enfigns of Sovereignty ; by which (as by ſo man 
Footſteps) we are led to the Abſolut Will and Pane of God 
as the | > Bands Cauſe and Diſpoſer of All. | 

The Great Act of Sovereignty was Gop's Decree for making 
the World ; and of doing, or permitting to be done, what- 
ever ſhould be in it, to the folding of it up. The Heavens 
and the Earth, and all the Hoſts of them, as yet had no Be- 
ing: It was at His Pleaſure, whether He would make them 
or not: And if He would, what Being He would give them; 
to what End, and how that End ſhould be accomplithed. And 
that theſe were all aſcertained by the Decree, is evident; 
For, known unto GoD were all his Works (which He would 
do in time) from the Beginning of the World, Acts xv. 18. The 
Scheme and Subſtance whereof, (and I hope without Intru- 
ſion) may be drawn to this Effect: That the Great Gop, 
Mosr Hic and Horx, being Infinitely Good, Happy and 
Bleſſed in Himſelf, was alſo Infinitely prompt and well-pleas'd 
to communicate thereof to others; to which End, He defi 
to raiſe up Creatures, Angels and Men: That for the Ma- 
nifeſtation of His Sovereignty, He would confirm a certain 
Number of thoſe Angels in their primitive State; leavi 
the reſt to themſelves, who falling from that State ſhoul 
be caſt down, and reſerved in Chains of Darkneſs unto the 
Judgment of the Great Day : That, in this lower World, 
He would ſet up the Firſt Man, to be the Head and Repre- 
ſentative of al} that ſhould come of Him: That this Single 
' Perſon ſhould be created in the Image of Gop, fit to enjo 
Communion with Him, and endued with Power to abide 
therein. That to manifeſt the Weakneſs of Creatures, and 
their perpetual Dependance upon Gop, He would thus leave 
him to his firſt Stock, with a perfect Freedom of Will, to 
retain, or loſe at his own Choice; but not without ſet- 
ting before him the Happineſs or Ruin, that would certain! 
follow his well or ill-ufing that Freedom : And, being 6 
left, the fallen Angel tempting him to Diſobedience, and 
alſo prevailing, both himſelf and all his Poſterity ſhould by 
this Reyolt fall under the Curſe : That for the Declaration 
of His Sovereign Grace, He would (and accordingly did) 
chuſe a certain Number of Adam's Poſterity, ( in themſelves 
all alike depraved and loſt) anc ordain them to Eternal 
Life; and to make known the Power of His F#rath, and His 
juſt Diſpleaſure againſt Sin, He would leave the. reſt 8 

; tate 
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State of Perdition they would bring themſelves into: That 
of theſe Veſſels of Wrath, Satan himſelf (whom choſe 
to follow) ſhould be the Head and Ruler: As alſo, over 
them that were Elefed, for a Time; viz. until the Meſfiah, 
their true and proper Head, and into whom He bad choſen 
them, ſhould reſgye them out of his Power : That to this 
End, (and that He might be known to be J, as well as 
Adercijul, in Jjuſifying of them) the Sen of GOD ſhould take 
on Him the Place of a Second Adam, and come into the 
World with a Human Body; in which He ſhould fulfil all 
Righteouſneſs, and by the Infinite Virtue and Merit of His 
Death ſhould ſatisfy the Law is all its Demands, deſtroy 
the Devil, diſſolve his Works, and recancile the E unto 

Gop: That He ſhauld be raiſed again from the Dead, and 
inveſted with all Power befitting the Captain of their Sal- 
vation; that fo He might effectually mini to them what- 

uiſi 


ever ſhould be te for bringing His Sons to Glory. 

This I take to be the Sum of 9 3 the Great En- 
2 or Standard of N Severe: * al the other 
1 eto. 


ſign 
are Efeds, or Canſeguents, and 
The firſt viſchie 4 of Soveraguty was Creation, or 


; "Rua 1 Aua Exiflence in Lime ac- 
carding is Decrte from Euerlaſting; bringing that huge, 
yet void and formle(s Mas, —— Na and then 
this gloriaus Fabric out gf that Comſiſſan: Sis ba ing the 
Earth upon Nething : His 5 8 7 ort of ures 
ſuch Form and Station, Order, ' le, ; Efficacy, and im- 
prefling on them ſuch Laws and Inſtincts of Nature, as ſeem- 
ed Him 9970 (hut d in a regular Suhſerxiency to the ggod 
cf the uubale which alſo was Hecke by His Word. What 
He would, was dene with that immediate Suddenneſs, as if 
the Things themſelves had proceeded with Mis Breath #. 
The inftant Production of Light 4 : The Waters ſepai 
ing from the other Elements, and gathering into à Body; 
"I their going up and dawn to the Place He had founded 
far them f, with many others, of which ye bave an In- 
dex in the firſt of Geneſis, are Witneſſes of it: As allo, His 
ſo fixing this Eſtabliſhment, that they continue this Day, ac- 


* Pjaim XxXiii. 9. + Gen. i. 3, and 9. f Han .civ. 
8. Pſalm —- 4, FOONE 


Gop's giving the Wor 
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And conſequent to this, as a Second Enſign of Sovereignty, is 
that Univerſal Providence, by which the Creation is ſiſtained, 
and all inferiour Cauſes guided to their deſigned End; and 
this notwithſtanding all ſuppoſable Accidents, which might 
poſſibly happen to obſtruct or divert them. And that the 
Creatures have at Times, deviated from their firſt Rules and 
Settlement, is no Derogation to the Doctrine of Gop's Sowe- 
reignty, but rather an Tlluftration of it; as ſhewing, that the 
Creatures are {till in his Hand, as Clay in the Potter's, Hence 
we find their innate Propenſions to be ſometimes ſuſpended 
otherwhiles acted beyond; and at Times again, quite contrary 
to the Law of Nature: And this not caſually, nor by the 
Force of created Powers, nor yet for any private or Self- 
concern, but to ſerve ſome ſpecial and ſuperior End, which 
their LoRD had to be done: To inſtance a few, And 

1. Of Creatures without Life; As the Windows of Heaven 
opening, and the Fountains of the Great Deep breaking up, 
(notwithſtanding the Firmament above, and the Bounds be- 
neath) to drown the World of ungodly Men . The Red 
Sea's dividing and ſtanding up as a Wall, to make Way for 
his People's Eſcape +. The Sun and Moon's ſtanding ſtill 
till they were avenged on their Enemies f. The Stars to 
the ſame End fighting againſt Siſera . The Sun's going 
back in Abaz s Dial to help Hezetiab's Faith ||. The fier 
Furnace devouring thoſe at a Diſtance, who caſt in th 
holy Confeſſors; and not ſo much as touching them that were 
caff into it J. The Winds and the Seas, which are ſuch im- 
petuous (and one would think even lawleſs) Creatures they 
ſtir not, nor breathe, but to fulfill his Word *. 

2. Of Living Creatures that have not the Uſe of Reaſon : 
How readily went they in Pairs into Noah's Ark, at God's 
Appointment ++! The Frogs, Lice, Locuſts, c. with 
what ſupernatural Boldneſs did they aſſault and perplex the 
Egyptians! That the Magicians themſelves confeſſed, the 
Finger of God was in it ff; and as ſtrangely withdrew, 
when their Work was done F& Witneſſed alſo by the _ 

B S's 


Gen. vii. 11. 7 Exod. xiv. 22. Þ Joſhua. x. 1g. 
Judges v. 20. 2 Kings 20. 11. J Daniel iii, 22, and 
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Aſs's reproving the Prophit's Miadneſs . The Lions, 
killing the ſeduced Prophet for breaking Gop's Command, 
yet not eating the Carcaſs, nor tearing his Aſs f. A ra- 
venous Bird bri nging Elijah Fool in his ſolitary Conditi- 
on f. The Whalc's receiving J-n4h, and at Gop's Com- 
mand caſting him on dry Lard, without Harm $. The 
Lions alſo not hurting Daniel in their Den, yet greedily 
devouring his Accuſeis |. Ic muſt needs be a Sovereign 
Power, which thus intends, reftrains, inverts, the Courſe of 
Nature at his Will. 

Thirdly, Another Enſign aſſerting Gop's Supremacy, and 
Rightful Deminion, is the General Vote and Subſcription of 
Men, eſpecially the mojt knowing, avd ſuch as beft underſtand 
Him. 1. They own it in their Practice or Aims: Abel offers 
the Firſtlings of his Flock to Gon g. Atraham leaves his 
native Country at God's Command, to go he knew not whi- 
ther **. He alſo offers his only and innocent Son Iſaac, in 
whoſe Life and Poſterity all Nations were to be blefled ++. 
Jab, when {tript of all, fails down and worſhips tt. When 
his two Sons were deftroyed by Fire from Heaven, Aaron 
held his Peace F& Eli, when that tingling Sentence was 
denounced againſt his Houſe, It is the LorD, let Him ds what 

feemeth Him ged. David, when driven from Gop's Sanctu- 
ary, and his Throne uſurped by Ab/alom, Behold, here I am, 
let Him da to me as feemeth g co ta Him gg. The Men of Ni- 
neveh, their Deſtruction was pronounced peremptorily, of 
which they had no premiſe of Remiſſion, and conſequently 
no viſible Ground of Hope; yet thry believed Gon, N= lay 
in Sackcleth, and turned 65 am their coil May *. 2. They like- 
wife own it in their Confeſſions and Atteftations : Melchizedeck 
and Abrahem do both ſtile Him, The Meft Higb Gon, P. 
for of Heaven and Earth * f. Jeb profefleth, that tho he wele 
Righteous, yet if Gop will contend with him, he will nat an- 


fever, but male $: — tn A is Fudge *Y. The LoRD hath 
made all Things for Himjeif *\. For his leafure they are, and 
Were 


* Pe. ii. 46. 1 Kings vii. 26, 28. 1 1 Kings xvii. 6. 


„ Jonah d 17, with clan, 11. 10. | Dan. vi. 22, 24, 1 Gen. 
Ive 4. Cen. xi. 1. ++ Get Ani. $, 20. 35 Jebic 20. 
5 5 Lev. x. 8, 3. 1 1 Sam. iii. 18. JT 2 Sam. xv. 26. 7 Jonah 


„ Gen. xiv, 19, 22. Job ix. 13. [ Pro, xvi. 4. 
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were created *, Ne are the Clay, and Thou our Potter f. He 
tworketh all Things after the Counſel of his own Will . He giveth 
not Account of any of his Matters F. In his Hund is the Soul of 
every living Thi ng ||. He is the God if the Spirits of all Fl:ſh F. 
All Nations before Him are leſs than nothing and Vanity **. He 


frills the Tumult of the Perple ++. If it be of Gob ye cannot 


overthrow it ft. The Counſel of the Lox, that fall fland IJ. 
The Lot is caſt into the Lap, but the whole diſp:ſing is the Lokp's, 
and He is Governor among the Nations CC. Nebuchadnezzar, 
that proud and potent Monarch, waoſe Greatneſs reached unto 
Heaven, and his Dominion to the End f the Earth : Al Nations 
trembled before him; whom he would he flew; and teh he would, 
he kept alive; who ſaid in his Heart, I will aſcend int; Heaven, 
I will exalt my Throne ab:ve the Stars of GOD, ard I will be like 
the Hit High : And who is that God that ſhall deliver out of my 
Hand? Yet even he, this Child of Pride, is made to con- 
feſs One Higher than himſelf, and to bow before him ; pro- 
claiming to the World, That the NA High dith according to 
his Mill, in the Army of Heaven, and among the Inhabttants of 
the Earth, and none can ſtay his Hand, „, unto Him, what 
deft Thou ? And th:ſe that walk in Pride He is able to abaſe f. 
It might be further inſtanced in Cain, Pharazh, Balaam, and 
other wicked Men, how they were even 422 to acknow- 
ledge the Sovereignty of Gop; as appears by comparing Exad. 
v. 2. with Ch, ix. 27, 28. and Num. xxii. 18. Darius alſo in 
Dan. v1. 26, 27, 28. 

Fourthly, Another Evidence or Witneſs we have from the 
Angels, who are Great in Power: Notwithſtanding which, 
they do perfectly own and ſubmit to the S-verergnty of Gp. 
Where Subjects are numerous, wiſe and magnanimous, and 
withall perfectly ſubmiſs to the Will of their Lord, it argues 
their Lord is an abſolute Sovereign: And ſuch Subjects are the 
Angels. 1. The: Eled or good Angels: Thele ſhew it by 
their ready Submiſſion to any Service their Load is pleaſed to 
appoint them. They are His DÞrtelligencers in this lower 

B 2 World 


* Rev. iv. 11. + Iſa. lxiv. 8. f Eph. i. 11. Job kxxiii. 1g. 
Job xii. 10. J Numb. xvi. 22, ** Ifa. xl. 17. f Pla. lxv. 
7. tt Acts v. 39. $ Prov. xix. 21. ||| Pſa. xxxm. 11. TY Prov. 
xvi. 33. *+ Pſa. xxii. 28. f Dan. iv. 22. Ch. v. 19. Ch. uw. 
15. Ch. iv. 34, 35» 37+ Iſa. xiv. 13, 14. 
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World *. Not that He needs their Advices, but to ſhew a 
little of the Majeſty of his Kingdom. They are alſo his A 
ſengers ; He ſends them on his Errands, to negociate his Affairs 
among Men, and to reveal his Purpoſes both concerning his 
Church, and the World 4. They are his Chariots f. His 
Reapers F. The Executioners of his Judgments ||. And 
CrrisT's Attendants at his Coming g. 

2. The Apeſlate Angels or wicked Spirits : Tho' the Teſti- 
mony we have from theſe, is not from Love or Good Will, 
yet jt is as great an Evidence of GoD's Sovereignty, as any o- 
ther; in that, being Enemies to Gop, proud and imperious, 
they are yet over-aw'd and compelled to ſubmit. And hence it 
was that the Devil dared not to anſwer again, when that fatal 
Sentence was pronounced upon him for teducing our firſt Pa- 
rents *. We have him alſo preſenting himſelf before the Loxp 
to give an Account of his Actions; and touch Fob, or any 
thing he had, he durſt not, without Leave from Gop, nor 
vary a Jot from the Rule preſcribed him . In the Evange- 
liſts are many Inſtances of CxrIsT's commanding them forth 
with Authority; yea, a whole Legion at once tf. Nor could 
they ſo much as enter into the Swine, without his LeaveFF. 
And, which is more, they were ſubject to the Apoſtles, who 
had but a delegated or ſecond-hand Power committed to them 

Fifthly, We have the Loxp Himſeſf afferting his Sovereign 
Prerogative. In how lofty a Stile, and with what Imperial 
Authority, doth He utter Himſelf to Pharasb / And in very 
deed for this Cauſe have I raiſed thee up, for to ſhew my Power on 
thee A . The Apoſtle quotes the Place to prove, that Gop 
may raiſe up Men, and appoint them to what Uſe and Service 
He will *4. ho hath mad? the jeeing or the blind? Have nat 
Ithe Lord *t?* I kill, and I make alive *Y. I will ſhew Mercy 
on whom I will ſhww Mercy . I am the Firſt, and I am the 


Laſt ; and beſides Me there is no GOD: And who, as I, ſhall call 
and 


* Zach. vi. 5, 6, .— Job ii. 19.—viii. 13, 16.—Ezek. i. 4. 
$ Pſa. Ixvis. 17. Mat. xiii. 39. and 49. 4 2 Sam. xxiv. 16. 
2 Kings xix. 33. Mat. xxv. 31. tt Gen. iii. 15. ff Job ii. 
t, and 6, & Luke vii. 30. 33. ||| Mark v. 12. 11 Luke x. 
17. *+ Exod. ix. 16. : Rom. ix. 17. *4 Exod, iv. 6, 11. 
Deut. xxvii. 39. 1 Exod. xxxiii. 19. 
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and ſhall declare it, and ſet it in Or der before Me? Since I appoin- 
ted the ancient People, and the Things that are coming and ſhall 
come *. My Counſel ſhall land, I will do all my Pleaſure +. My 
Ward hall accompliſh that which I pleaſe; it ſhall proſper in the 
Thing whereto I ſend it 5: And if the Prophet be decerved, I the 
LorD have deceived that Prophet, and I will deſiroy him \. A 
remarkable Story is that of the lying Spirit, and the effectual 
Commiſfion he had from Gop, to perſwade, and alſo to pre- 
vail J. How ſhould we tremble before Gop at the Hearing 
of ſuch a Word! But yet, I do not reckon the laſt two as 
Acts of pure Sovereignty, but rather of his Juſtice; as puniſh- 
ing one Sin by leaving to another ; according to that in Rom. 
i. 21. 28, Becauſe that when they knew Gop, they glorified Him 
not as GoD; Nor liked to retain Him in their Knowledge, Gonp 
gave them over to a reprobate Mind. And yet there is here an 
1 ＋ of Sovereignty, in that He deals not fo with all, who 
are alite obnoxious to it. 

Sixthly, another Enſign of Sovereignty is formed of thoſe 
ſeveral A#s and Inſtitutes, which cannot be derived, at leaſt 
not ſo immediately, from any other Attribute, as that of Sove- 
reignty. TI ſhall inſtance a few, viz. The putting off Man's 
Everlaſting Conditoin upon eating or non-eating the Fruit of 
eb a Tree J. In not deſtroying Adam preſently upon his 

iſobedience; and in the free Promiſe of a Savior, unſought 
unto for it *. In protecting Cain, when he had forfeited 
his Life to Juſtice +4. In preſerving Ham from the Deluge, 
tho” as wicked as thoſe that periſhed tf. In ordering the 
Bleſſing to 2 who ſought it unduly; and denying it to 
Eſau, who fought it diligently, and to whom it belonged of 
natural Right 5 In the ſudden turning of Eſau's Heart to 
love Jacob, whom he had inveterately hated, and came with 
full purpoſe to deſtroy him; yet, in a Moment his Heart is 
melted, he weeps on his Neck, and offers himſelf and Soldiers 
to be his Convoy . In cauſing a Fear to fall on the Amorites 
that they did not purſue Jacob, when highly provoked by his 
Son's Cruelty on the Men of Sechem NA. In ſending a Meſſage 
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of Peace to Sihen, whom ne nad determined to deſtroy; and 
to that End had harden'd his Spirit, and made him obſtinate *. 
In cauſing thoſe Nations to deſtroy one another, who came 
leagued to deſtroy His People +. In deſtroying Eſau's Mount 
irreparabiy, and for ever; when as Jrael, whoſe Land alſo was 
full of Sin, ſhall not be forſaken : Eſpecially, conſidering, 
that theſe were the ſevera! Effects of his loving the one, and 
hating the other, and that before they had done either good or 
evil. In ſending Ezettel to a rebellious Houſe that wozld not 
hear; and not ſending him to them that world ||. In hiding the 
Mytteries of his Kingdom from the w7/e and prudent, and re- 
vealing them to Babes d; and ſpeaking in Parables to the Mul- 
titude, l. they ſhould be converted * &. 

It is further manifeſt, by the Lord's puniſhing, ſometimes, 
l:ſſer T reſpaſſes, and that ſeverely; and in his own , while wink 
ing at thoſe of a greater Magnitude in other Men. Moſes is 
excluded Canan lor a haſty Hora, tho' ſmartly provoked ++ ; 
when Jonah is but mildly reproved for paſſionately expo/tulat- 
ing it. Uzztah dies for but touchins the Ark ? „ when the 
Philiftines bore it away in Trimph |}. Hexetiab but ſhews the 
Ambaſſadors from Babylon his Houle and Treaſures, and for 
this, his Sons and all muſt go into Captivity CC. Not that 
any Sin is little in itſelf, or puniſhed beyond its Demerit ; but 
the Loki is pleaſed thus to do, partly to ſhew his Diſpleaſure 
againſt Sin, and that He will not bear with it, even in thoſe 
that are deze? to Him: But partly alſo (if not chiefly, in 
ſuch like Cates) to ſet forth His Sovereign Greatneſs; and the 
Uncontroulableneſs of His Matters tf. The 7 30. Pſalm is full 
to the fame Purpoſe. That alſo of Fob, and the Manner of 
Gop's Dealings with him, is much to be remarked : He had 
lived a very ſtrict and holy Life: Not a Man like Job in all the 
Earth: the LoRD Himſelf ſeems to glory in him: ) unto 
which all outward Bleſſings were promiſed, and Freedom from 
ſuch Sufferings; and when bereft of all, held faſt his Inte- 
grity t; yet the Lonp goes on to afflict him, and leaves him 
wholly, ſaving his Life, in Satan's Power. Had he been @ 

wicked 

Deut. ii 26. + 2 Chron, xx. 1. 22, 23. f Obad. verſe , 16, 
18, 21, Mal. i. 4. Mal. i. 2, 2.—Rom. ix. 11, 13. Leck. 
iii. 6. 7. —- Mat, x1. 21. 1 Mat. xi. 23. Mark iv. 11, 12. 
— Acts xvi. 6 7, Deut. xxxii. 51, 5%. f Jonah iv. 1 Chr. 
xiii. 9, 10. 1 Sem. v. 1. 71 2 Kings xx. 13, 17. *t Job 33. 13. 
Job 1, 8. chap. 23. 
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wicked Man, as his Friends objected, thoſe Sufferings had 
evidenced the *. of God; but nw his Sovereignty ; which 
alſo ſeems to be intended by that Speech of Gop to Satan, 
Thou moveſt me againſt him, to deſtroy him without a Cauſe. 
Seventhly. There are yet other Footſteps of Soverergnty, by 
which that High and Holy Attribute is further illuſtrated to 
us; As namely, The LoRD's overuling the Deſigns and Action: 
of Men, to bring his own Counſels ta paſs; albeit improper in 
their own Nature, yea diſſervient thereto, and ſometimes, 
Men, conirived on Purpoſe to prevent them. The Project of 
building Babel's Tower to keep that rebellious Rout together, 
it turned to their utter Diſperſion . Jacob's Diſſimulation, 
and palpable Abuſe of his Father's Infirmity, it proved a 
means to obtain his Bleſſing, and that contrary to his ſettled 
Intendment +. Laban dealt hardly with Jacab to keep him low 
and to ſerve himſelf of him; but Gop takes Occaſion thence 
to give him Laban's Subſtance, and that by Laban's Conſent 
and Agreement t. To obviate 7o/eph's Dreams, his Brethren 
fell him into Egypt: and by this Means the Loxp keeps them 
all alive, and accompliſheth that Honour to Foſeph, which 
they ſetly intended to prevent d. Pharash lays inſuperable Bur- 
dens on the People to diminiſh them, and the LoxD multiplies 
them under it; The more they were oppreſſed, the faſter they grew ||, 
M:ſes, a Keeper of Sheep, a Man flow of Speech, and one 
that had no mind to the Work J, yet he ſhall be God's Am- 
baſſador to Pharaoh, (the proudeſt and moſt inflexible Monarch 
upon Earth) and bring 1/rae! out of Bondage, And who ſhall 
be his Commander in Chief, to deliver his People from their 
potent Oppreſſors, but Deborab, a Woman **? At another 
Time, Gideon, whoſe Family was poor in Manaſſeh, and he the 
leaſt in his Father's Houſe ft. And tho' he had a numerous 
and powerful Enemy to deal with, and, one would think, had 
need of all the Hands he could make to fight them. yet his 
Army cf two and thirty thouſand muſt be reduced to three hun- 
dred Men, and they to have no other Arms but Trumpets and 
Lamps in their Pitchers; and by theſe he delivers them from 


that 
B 4 
Gen. xi. 4, and 8. + Gen. xxvii. 18, to 29. Cen: xxix. 
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that huge Hoſt . And much like unto this was Shamgar's 
killing tix hundred Men with an Ox-goad +, and Sampſon a 
thouſand with the Jaw-bone of an Aſs 1. It may farther be 
traced, in his producing contrary Effects by the ſame Cauſe 
and then again, the ſame Effects by Cauſes contrary F. So 
Daniel and his Fellows, they had a fairer Countenance with 
Pulſe and Water, than thoſ. that eat of the King's own Pro- 
viſion ||. It is farther evidenced by his cauſing the Wrath of 
Man to turn to his Praiſe ; which in the Nature and Tenden- 
Cy of it, is to deſtroy them that praiſe Him . By his catch- 
ing the Wile in their own Craftineſs, and cauſing them to fall 
by their own Devices **; witneſs Ahab ++ and Hamantt. 
The Perſecution of the Saints at Feruſalem, was deſigned to 
ſuppreſs the Doctrine of CHRISH ; which was thereby diſper- 
ſed into many Countries, and cauſed to grow mightilyy$h. So 
the Preacher's /mpri/enment proved to the furtherance of the 
Goſpel |||]. And ſince the Scriptures were finiſned, Human 
tories, and our own Obſervation, do abundaatly prove the 
Matter in Hand. Do but conſider how it prevailed to the de- 
throning of Satan, and turning the World upfide down and 
this by Means the weakeſt and moſt unlikely, to Reaſon, that 
could be pitched upon. Not the Sword and Spear, the Bow 
and Battle-axe, the barded Horſe, and the martial Heroes of 
the Earth, but by the bare Word of Gop : And thig, not by 
the Hand of the Learned Scribes and Pharifees, Lawyers, Doc- 
tors, Poets, Philoſophers; but by poor literate Fiſhermen, Car- 
penters, Publicans, Tentmakers, And who ſhall be the Subjects 
and Party Militant of this never-to-be-conquered Kingdom ? 
Not the * and Prudent, Mighty and Noble; but Babes, the 
Paor, Il cat, Baſe, Deſpiſed, and Things that are not; and by 
'theſe He confounds the Things that are d. And by what 
Arms ? Patience, and Faith in T Blaad of the Lams *+, 
Conſider alſo, the conſtant Perſecution of the Church, and 
that by Men of all Sorts, eſpecially thoſe of Greate/# Power, 
and Policy; the barbarous Devaſtations that have been made up- 
on it; and with what mplacable Enmity the World is edged 


againſt 
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* it; and yet it fands invincible, and is ſtill getting Graund: 


e cannot butiacknowledge the evident Footſteps o 
Power; That the He High beareth Rule over all *; and as 
the Counſels of the Wiſe, He turneth them backward + . 

Eightly, An / ecial Ray of this Glorious Power ſhines forth 
in God's act᷑ual predominating and ſubduing the Spirits of Men, 
in Calling and Converting whom He will. One would think 
that a Rotional Being ſhould better diſcern his own Intereſt; 
and out of Choice, comply with the Will of his Maker, as 
' who muſt needs beſt know what is beſt for his Creature, and 
who in Reaſon can have no other Deſign upon him but his 
own good : But we find it otherwiſe; the beſt Things dege- 
nerated turn the worſt; and are hardlieft reduc'd. Of all 
Creatures, Man fallen, doth moſt avert, impugn and reſiſt, 
when Gop would turn him out of his natural Courſe; not- 
withſtanding the foreſt of Evils do attend his preſent State, 
and all deſirable Happineſs would apparently follow his Change ; 

et, ſo wedded he is to his Luſts, and head-ſtrong in his own 
Wil, that none of theſe Things move him: But on he goes, 
and on he will; yea though an incenſed Angel with a drawn 
Sword ſhould withſtand him. To crufh them to nathing, or 
break them in pieces, were eaſily effected; a little of Divine 
Power would do that: But to 4K a proud and laſty Spirit; 
to ſoften and melt an obdurate Heart; to tame, meeken, and re- 
concile a ſanguinary Rebel; to change the very Inwards of one 
habituated in Sin and Enmity againſt GoD, and make him pli- 
able to Divine Impreſſions : This highly proclaims the exceed- 
ing Greatneſs of his Power; tis a 4. Trophy of Divine 
Sovereignty. Which is alſo farther conſpicuous, and greatly 
illuſtrated, in maintaining the Work begun, and bearing it on 
through all Oppoſitions: For there needs the ſame Almighti- 
neſs of Power to preſerve the new Creation, as at firſt to raiſe 
it; the Way of — being altogether upwards and ſuperna- 
tural, there's a great Proneneſs in Creatures to revolt from it, 
(like a rolling Stone on the ſteep of a Hill.) The Remains o 
old Nature, would, Torrent-like, bear down all, if Sovereign 
Power did not bar up the one, and ſuſtain the other. For a 
Spart of divine Nature to live in the Breaſt of a lapſed Crea- 

ture, is as great a Miracle, and as high an Effect of Sovereign 
Power, as all the inſtances before enumerated, and more. 


Ninthly, 
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14 A Practical Diſcourſe 
Ninthly, the Sovereignty of Gop proclaims itſelf with a yet 
more aſtoniſhing . Glory, in his eternal Diſpoſure of Men's 
everlaſting Condition. To few, or not to ſhew Mercy to 
Perſons equally dignihed (or rather indignified) in themſelves : 
To make of the ſame Lump, one Veſſel to Honour, and ano- 
ther to Diſhonour, is the ſublimeſt AR, and moſt apparent 
Demonſtration of Sovereign Power concerning Men. The 
Reaſon of which (and that to Satisfaction) night have been 
iven, and world, had it befitted the Greatneſs of Gop, or the 
Truft and Reverence we owe to Him: But tor the preſent He 
is pleaſed to give none other but that of his Right; He may 
do what He will with his own, Rom. ix. 18. 

Laſtly, Moft tranſcendently glorious, and for ever adorable, 
is the Sovereignty of Gop, in his ordaining the Man Jesvus, 
who was bely, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from Sinners, and 
was alſo united to the ſecond Perſon, to make his ſoul an Offering 


for fm. That the Lord of Glory thould be made ſin and a Curſe; 


that was ſuch a tremendous Act of Divine S-vereignty, as ne- 
ver ſhall be parallel'd, and ſhould therefore for ever ſeal up our 
Lips from replying againft God, about his diſpoſing of ſinful 
Forms ; which Thing, whenever we hear or think upon, we 
ſhould put our Mouths in the Duſt. | 
Before I come to the Inferences, I would add a Caution or 
two, to prevent thoſe ſiniſter Deductions which our deceitful 
Hearts may be ready to draw from this ſovereign Truth. 
Caution 1. See that you make not Gop the Author of Sin, 
by charging his ſacred Decree with Men's Miſcarriages, as if 
hat were the Cauſe or Occaſian of them; which we are ſure 
it is not, nor can it be, any more than the Sun can be the 
Cauſe of Darkneſs. Be it always remember'd, that the LorD's 
Rejecting of Men puts nothing of Evil into them, nor neceſ- 
ſitates the Will; it only leaves them to their tun Ways, which 
they freely chuſe : Yet banking them in, and /topping them up, 
as he did the Fountains of the Great Deep, leſt they deluge 
the World with n. | 
Caution 2. Go not about to palliate, nor think to extenuate 
our Sin, by Arguments fetch'd from Gop's Decree. That 
Sin of the Fews in Crucifying the LoD of Glory, was in no 
wite leſſened, becauſe the Counſel of GOD had determined the 
thing to be done, For, they perpetrated it with wicked Hands. 
Nor'is Men's Unbelief e'er the leſs culpable from Gop's eter- 
nal Diſpsſement of their Conditions; for it is not upon that 
Conſideration 
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Confideration that they ſtumble at the Word, or turn the deaf 
Ear to it; or reſiſt it; but from their own natural Blindneſs 
and F.nmity againſt it. p | 

And ſo I come to the Inferences 
Doctrine: And 

Firtt, From the Scriptures ſo cabin holding it forth, I 
infer, That the Doctrine of God's Szverergnty is a very teach - 
ing Doctrine, and full of Inſtruction; and conſequently that 
it is botn a Duty, and much for our Profit, to be well ac- 
quainted with it. And great Confidence I have, That the 
farther ye go in an humble fiducial Diſquiſition and Contempla- 
tion of it, the clearer wil] be the Reaſon thereof, and the more 
Uſefulneſs will till appear to be in it. Let Reaſon but keep 
its own place, (that is, let it go by the Rules of right Reaſon) 
and nothing will be more conſonant thereto, than that zhe 
Moft High ſhould bear Rule oder all, and dz according to his Will; 
and that Men who ace Atoms of Clay animated by his Breath, 
ſhould own Him for their Sovereign LoRD, and accordingly 
ſubmit to Him; yea, though fo it were that our own Per/ſo- 
nal Welfare were not concern'd in it, it will be of ſingular 
Uſe and Moment to us in the whole of our Lives. Nothing 
like this will allay thoſe carnal Reaſonings, which are fo un- 
reaſonably prone to put in their Verdict of ſpiritual Things ; 
(which yet Carnal Reaſon hath no Cognifance of) and will 
indeed be ſilenced by nothing elſe ; The Apoltle, therefore, 
thinks them not worthy a further Reply, whoſe captiaus En- 
quiries the Sovereignty of Gop will not ſatisfy . O, that 
the Glory of this High Attribute might hide Pride from Men! 

A Second Inference, which naturally flows from this Doc- 
trine, is that of the Pſalmiit; Oh come let us worſhip, and bow 
doun, and kneel before the LoRD our Maker t: Let us give Him 
the Glory of this great Attribute, by a real and practical on- 
ing that indiſpenſible Bond of Obedience, which it lays upon 
every Creature, We are highly obliged by it, both in Poiat 
of Subjection and in Point of Faith. 

I. In Point of Subjection; To his Laws, Ordinances, Pro- 
vidences. 

1. For the Laws of Gop, and his Appointments. Theſe 
we are to attend, abſerve, obey ; I cannot ſay, For the Loxp 
hath need of them; for neither can our Righteouſneſs profit Him, 

nor 


of this greatly important 


* Rom, ix. 19, 20, 21, f Pla. xxv. 5. 


PL 


\ 


16 A Practical Diſcourſe 
nor our Wickedneſs impair Him “: He is the Lord thy Gon, 
and worſhip thou Him +. This is that ſtrong Reaſon by which 
He hath backed both Commands and Prohibitions : 7 am the 
Lorp thy God f. Thou ſhalt do thus: And thus thou ſhalt 
not do; I am the LoR D: This He ſets in the Front of all; 
and with this He cloſeth the Rear, and guards them on every 
Side, Moſes brings it in as a convincing Reaſon, why we 
ſhould love Gop with our whole Heart, and keep his Com- 
mandments, (namely) becauſe He is the Loa, and He only, 
Deut. vi. 4. No one, therefore, may pretend to a Right of 
giving Laws to Men, or to an Intereſt in their Love and Obe- 
ience, fave with Reſpect to Gop, and the Authority they 
have from Him. And tho” He ſometimes is pleaſed, (and it is 
a great Condeſcenſion in the Great Gop) by Arguments taken 
from our own Good, to draw us to Obedience ; Do it, for it is 
your Life &; yet in our Spirits, that of his Sovereign Glory 
ſhould have the Preference. To caſt out [hmael, was a Thing 
ievous to Abraham ; but being commanded of Gop, he de- 
ates it not, nor delays to do it. Therefore hold on your Way. 
though never ſo great Obſcurity be upon it at preſent: Mind 
your Duty in the midſt of Diſcouragements; Go as Peter, 
who, though he had labour'd all Night and caught nothing, 
yet ps after, at thy Command I will let down the Net again, 

uke v. 5. 

2. Be ſubject to his Ordinances, If He pleaſe to command 
the uſing ſuch Means as have no natural Virtue towards ſuch 
an effect, as in Moſes ſtretching his Hand over the Sea, and 
ſmiting the Rock with his Rod; fo Water in Baptiſm, Bread 
and Wine in the Lorp's Supper: Preſume not to ſay, What 
is there in theſe? Gcdlineſs is a Myſtery, which only Faith can 
underſtand: There is no divine Inſtitution but hath Meat 
in it that you know not of, which if rightly uſed, will 
ſpeak for itſelf. If He pleaſe to make Clay of Duſt and Spit- 
tle, contemn it not, but ſubmit to his Will and Way, and be 
thankful for thy Cure, 1 Hair was an Ordinance to 
him; which when he flighted, the SpIRIT of Goy left him, 
and he became as other Men, and recovered not until it was 


grown again, Judges xiii. 5. with Chap. xvi. 19. 22. = 
3. As 


* Job xxii, 2, g. Ch. xxxiv. 7. + Pla; xlv.12, f Exod, 
xx. 2. Deut. xlii. 47. 


of GOD's SoversIGNTY. 17 


3. As touching the Providences of Gon, obſerve them, and 
ſubmit to them. k not on them as empty Things: The 
leaſt may yield you Inſtruction, as alſo the moft unlikely : Out 

the Eater comes forth Meat, and out of the firong ſweetneſs : 

ho' the Thing be a Riddle to an Heart uncircumciſed, plow 
with his 2 and ye ſhall find it. Neither look on them 
as Things Impertinent; but ſay rather, Is there not a Cauſe, 
tho” I ſee it not? The Loxp does nothing in vain. Neither 
yet look on them as Things Contingent : A Sparrow falls not 
without his Will, and the Hairs of your Head are all numbred * : 
David was dumb, and opened not his Mouth ; Why ? —_ 
Thou LoRD didſ it 4 ; And Shimei's Curling he bears patiently 
on the ſame Account, The LorD hath bidden him . 

There may be ſuch a Mixture and Confuſion of Things, 
and your Expectation fo delayed and fruſtrated, that your fro- 
mo untamed Heart may be ready to wrangle it out, 
falls it alike to all? Why to the Fuft according to the Work 2 
Wicked; and to the Wicked according to the Wark of the Righ- 
teous & Or, why one Event to them bath? This is not to en- 
quire wiſely ; you ſhould rather conclude, The Lok p hath need 
of them; that is, He hath Occaſion to uſe ſuch a Providence 
to fulfil a Word, or Purpoſe ; and that of greater Impaertance 
than to ey your private Concern, or preſent Ex 
If you would caſt fo as to lie by your Mark, this Attribute 
of Sovereignty gives you the beſt Ground. Search and obferve 
as much as you will, ſo you take Faith along with you, with- 
out which ye can do nothing warrantably. Faith is a ſworn 
Officer to the Great King, and has a Key for every Lock that 
is fit to be opened: It forces nothing; 'but where it cannot 
enter, it ſtays without, and waits a better Seaſon. Let Faith 
alſo be chief Speaker in all your Debates; and then the Reſult 
will be, That carnal Reaton and preſent Senſe (though very 
tenacious and ſtubborn) ſhall yield the Cauſe and let you 

The Sum of all is this, That though you be not conſcious 
to your ſelf of any particular Cauſe or Miſcarriage, beſides 
what is Common to Men, (which was the Caſe with Jeb) Lay 
your Hand upon your Mouth, as Fob did | . The Moft High 
doth according to his Will. This even the proudeſt of Kings ac- 
knowledged , when his Underſtanding returned id him; and 

ſo 


* Matt. x. 29. go. + Pſa. xxxix. 9. 1 2 Sam. xvi. 10, 11. 
Eccleſ. viii, 24. || Job xl. 4. 7 Dan. iii. 34, 35» 
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fo will you: And know, That if your Spirit be out of Frame 
in your preſent Condition, it would not, at preſent, be l · tter 

in any other. 

2. Our Faith alſo is highly concerned in the Sovereignty of 
Gop : For it both oblieth to believe in Him, and alſo affords 
Matter tor Faith to work upon. To theſe Ends the Lorp 
holds it forth to Abi abam; I am the Almighty God; walk before 
me, and be thou perfect. This was it enabled him to believe 
he ſhould have a Son; even while the Dadneſs of his own 
Body, and of Sarahs Womb, wrought ftrougly aga'nt it + . 
This alſo was that made him fo rend ih aſſent to the offering up 
of this Son, when he had him. He had as much to ſay againſt 
it, as could well be ſuppoſed : For the Promiſe was, That 12 
Ifaac all Families of the Earth ſhruld be bleſſed: Which Promiſe, 
and this Command, Abraham's Reaſon could not reconcile. The 
Conrradiction would ſurely have run him down, had not his 
Faith in this great Attribute, held fait and guided the Reins ; 
ſuggeſting to him, That He who gave Iſaac a Being from 4 
withered Steck, was able alſo to raiſe him from the Dead 1. 
Abraham therefore diſputes it not; ſtands not fo much as to 
conſider upon't; but up he gets him early to do it : And 
' hence he obtained that honourable Title to be called, The 
Friend of Gor bt, 

Ye have ſcen Now, what Abraham did; Go ye and do like- 
wiſe: Take hold of God's Sovereignty as your own engage by 
a Covenant of Grace, and fo to be exerted for your Good. 
Faith gives a Propriety in any Attribute it looks upon, and 
draws out the Virtues thereof for itſelf. And therefore, what- 
ever Difficulties are in your way, be not diſheartened by them; 
but call in this Sovereign Power by Faith, to your Help. Re- 
member the ready Subjection which all Creatures do pay to 
his Word; by which alone (without Creatures Service) He 
can level the Mountains, and make crooked things ſtraight ; 
reſtrain, alter, invert, and turn upſide down, the very Courſe 
of Nature: So that That which is Death in it ſelf, ſhall be 
Life to you. New Cords and Withs, when touched by his 
Word, are as Flax and Tow, when touched by the Fire; Iron 
ſhall be as a Straw, and Braſs as rotten Wood. Therefore, 
lengthen the Cords, and ſtrengthen the Stakes of your Faith; 


you 


* Gen. xvii. 1, + Rom, iv. 19. f Heb. xi. 19. {F Gen. xxii. 3. 
Jam. ii. 2g. 


of GOD's Soverticwry. 19 


you cannot believe for greater Things, or better than Gop 
can do for you. Even Sin itſelf, which is the great (and re- 
ally the only) Evil; it is his Enemy as much as yours: And 
= may be ſure, he would not have ſuffered its being in the 

orld, if he had not a Power to correct and curb it; yea, 
and to deftroy it too, at his Pleaſure : Take hold of his Sove- 
ret — and your Work is done. 

But here alſo a Caution or two may be ſeaſonably added, for 
ſuch Reaſons as are mixed with them. 

1. If Death in the Pot hath once been healed, and your 
borrowed Ax-head (ſunk once, paſt Hopes of Recovery) 
brought again to your Hand“; fee that Remiſsneſs grow not 
— it, leſt at another Turn the Handle drop after the Head. 

ather not wild Gourds a ſecond time , leſt your Prophet 
be abſent or Meal denied you. Preſume not to dally with 
Temptations, (as Samſon did) and then think to go out and 
ſhake yourſelf, as at other Times t. The Divine Power is 
too great a Thing to be trifled with; or made to ſerve with 
the Follies of Men. : 

2. Never look on this great Attribute of Sovereignty with- 
out your Mediator. As without Him it cannot but be Mat- 
ter of Terror and Amazement to Sinners, it is He only can ren- 
der it propitious to you, As nothing is pleaſing to Gop, but 
in and thro' CHRIST; ſo nothing in Gop is comfortable to 
Men, or for their eternal Good, but as it comes to them thro? 
Him As Waters out of the Sea immediately are not potable, 
unleſs they be firſt decocted by the Sun, or paſs through ſome 
Vein of Earth to make them congruous to our Nature. 

I ſhall here mention two particulars of neareſt Concern- 
ment to us, wherein. we are, in a ſpecial Manner, to have 
Reſpect unto the Sovereignty of Gon. 

I. As touching your own Condition (your everlaſting Condi- 
tion) ſubmit to Mercy, to Sovereign Mercy; that is, yield 
your ſelf to Gop without capitulating, or making Terms 
with Him. Thoſe Syrians well underſtood the Meaning of 
this; they put Ropes on their Heads, and themſelves in the 
Conquetor's Hands, upon an uncettain Conjecture, peradven- 
ture they twill ſave us alive d. So Co ye, although ye have but 


a may 
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a may be we ſhall be hid*. Mind your Duty, and leave the Iſ- 
ſue to Gap. Believe above Hope and againſt Hope : Follow 
Gov in the dark, as your Father Abraham did, not knowing 
whither He would lead him: Thus to do is to give Glory to 
God. Therefore, Fear the Lok, and obey the Voice of his Ser- 
vant, even then, when ye are in Darkneſs, and have no Light +, 
(namely of his 22 Favour and Love to you in particular.) 
And tho' never fo great Diſcouragements are before you, from 
the Guilt of Sins committed, the Power of indwelling Cor- 
ruptions, and your preſent Averſeneſs to Believing; and here 
withal, That Faith is the great Commandment; let your Heart 
anſwer, Is it my Duty, [my DUTY ] to believe? Nay, then 
TI muſt. Remember his Greatneſs, his abſolute Dominion, 
the Uncontroulableneſs of his Matters; that He hath concluded 
all in unhelief, that he might have Mercy upon all f: (that is, 
That the Salvation of thoſe who ſhall be ſaved, might appear 
to be of Mercy, and to be ſo acknowledged :) To Him there- 
fore commit your Cauſe, and commit it to Him as your Sove- 
reign LoRD, and fo leave it with Him; and fee that you take 
it not out of his Hand again, by your doubting the Iſſue of 
it: And know, that then is your Soul neareſt to Peace and 
Settlement, when brought to this Submiſſion, Be in ſubjefion 
unto the Father of Spirits, and live 5. 

But let not the Word be miſconſtrued: I do not mean by 
Submiſſion, That you ſhould be ſatisfied under a Denial of 
Mercy, on the account of Gop's abſolute Dominion: I cannot 
think That a neceſſary Term or Qualification in your treating 
with Gop for Salvation: For, 1. I do not find, that Gop 
requires ſuch a Submiſſion, as the Condition of obtaining 
Mercy ; nor that He hath made any Promiſe to give ſuch a 
Submiſſion, in order to that End; nor any Inſtance in Scrip- 
ture of the Saints having or endeavouring ſuch a Frame of 
Spirit in that Buſineſs; nor yet, that Men are any where tax'd 
ſor not attaining to it. They are blamed indeed, and that 
worthily, for net ſubmitting to the Righteouſneſs of Gop; 
on is, for not reuouncing their own, and flying to that of 

HRIST:) and this Biame-worthincſs you cannot eſcape, if 
finding yourſelf loſt and undone, you will not preſently run 
to CHRIST, without firſt finding in yourſelf ſomething that 
' may 
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may feem to commend you to Him. 2. Such a Submiſſion, 
ſeems repugnant to God's revealed Will. For, if this be the 
Will of Gop, even our Sanctificatian, that we ſhould believe 
on his Son, and love Him with our whole Heart: Then it 
cannot be his Will, that we ſhould be willing to remain in an 
unſanctified State, in Unbelief and Enmity againit Him) 
which are the inſeparable Conjuncts of Willingneſs to be ſe- 
parated from Gop. 3. Becauſe the Promile of Eaſe and Reſt 
is made to the weary and laden, coming to CHRIST ; not to a 
Contentedneſs to be divided from Him: And the Promiſe of Sa- 
tisfaction is to your hungring and thirſting after Righteouſneſs ; 
not to the Ceſſation of your Deſire, without the Thing which 
only can fatisfy. 4. Becauſe, to be ſatisfied without obtain- 
ing Mercy, is to be ſatisfied with an utter Incapacity to glo- 
rify the Grag of Gop, and to enjoy Communion with Him; 
which are the principal End and Duty of Men. 5. It is crofs 
tothe Genius and concreated Principle of the reaſonable Crea- 
ture, which is, to ſeek its own Happinets : In any thing ſhort 
of which it ought not to acquieſce. 6. Such a Submiſſion 
cannot be — in preparatory Work; becauſe that would 
ſuppoſe the higheſt Pitch of Grace attain'd (if yet it be a Grace 
and attainable) before you believe; and conſequently, that it 
is not a Grace out of CHRIsT's Fulneſs; for ye are ſuppoſed 
to have it before ye go to Him. And therefore, when I ſay, 
omg ſubmit without capitulating, or making Terms; my 
eaning is, ye are not to treat upon Terms of your own 
Making, nor propound any Thing to Gop, but what Soue- 
reign Mercy, propounds to you, as the Way and Means of 
obtaining your great End: And great Reaſon ye have for this 
Submiſſion; for herein lies your Intereſt; thoſe being (in 
Truth) the only Terms by which a loſt and ſin ful Creature 
can be — ſalvable, or capable of being ſaved: As will 
further appear in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe. 

I think (with humble Submiſſion) that if any point of time 
may be ſuppoſed before the Decree, it was hen that abſolute 
Dominion bore Sway; but ever ſince Election came in, it is 
Grace that reigns : Not that Sovereigaty is ceaſed, but transferr'd : 
Before it was in Power, but now in Grace; In Grace, as touch- 
ing the Elect, and in Fuſtice, reſpecting the Re. Grace is the 
Attribute Gop delights to honour, and all the other are (it 
I may fo ſpeak) as Subjects 8 this : Even CHRIST Himſelf 


Was 
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was made a Servant, to perform the Pleaſure of his Grace ®. 
So then, That you are to ſubmit unto, is the good Pleaſure of 
Gop's Will, as held forth in the Covenant of Grace; under- 
taking for, and pi rfectly able to ſave you; and as having his 
ſovereign Power ©nga-'d to make it good. Which ſeems the 
Scope of that P.flage in Maſos's Prayer for the People, when 
they had highly provoked GoD: Let the Power of my LORD 
be great, according as Thou haſt | om &c.+ It was to pardon, 
and ftill to own them for his People. And to this agree all 
thoſe Scriptures which hold forth the Power of Gop, as the 
Ground of Faith; as that by which He is able to pardon Sin, 
to ſubdue Iniquity; and to hold your Souls in Life. Vou are 
therefore directed, if you will have Peace with Gop, to take 
bod of his Strength t: Which cannot be meant of a Content- 
edncts in having that Strength put forth to deſtroy, but as be- 
ing perfectly able ard engaged by his Covenant to fave you, 
As to the Time when the LoRD will manifeſt his Love to you; 
as alſo the Manner and Meaſure of his diſpenſing it; the 2 
Pleaſure of his Will is expreſly and with all Quietneſs of Spi- 
rit to be ſubmitted unto. But as to the Thing itſelf, you ought 
not to be ſaid Nav: But do as he did who had Power with | 
God, and prevailed. Fe wept and made Supplication &, but ſtill 
reſolved, I wil! not let thee go, except thou bleſs me || . 

2. As for the other neareſt Concernment, touching your 
Children, deal in like manner for them, by ſubmitting them to 
the ſame Mercy. It is true, That next to your own Perſonal 
Salvation there cannot be a greater Evidence of Gop's Love 
to you, than to chuſe your Children after you ; nor any thing 
more deſirable to vou: Therefore Command them, and inſtru#t 
them io keep the Way of the Lard g, That He may bring on 
them che Bleſſing you moſt deſite for them; But be not over 
ſalicitous and caſt down, becauſe you ſee not yet the Marks 
of Election upon them. The Lorp doth not indeed bind 
Himſelf to take a a Believer's Children, nor doth He limit 
Himſelf from taking any others. There is nothing declared 
touching his Purpoſe to take all the one, leſt they ſhould thence 
take Occaſion to be remiſs in their Duty: (which, till Con- 
ver ſion is very natural io us) nor doth he exclude the Children 
of others: For that might diſcourage and weaken their Hands 


to 
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to that which is good. In this various diſpenſing of his ever- 
laſting Love He 1s pleaſed to reſerve his Liberty and Sovereign 
Prerogative, that He greatly manifeſts his Love to Believers, 
in ſo frequent chuſing of their Seed: and the Freenefs of his 
Grace, in not rejecting wholly the Seed of others. 

Infer. 3. How happy and Sougrcignly bleſſed are thoſe who 
have an Intereſt in this great and Sovereign Lord! Be the 
Earth ever ſo unquiet, and the Tumult of it ever ſo boiſterous 
and unruly ; the LorD is above them. He fits on the Waters 
(as a Prince in his Chariot) guiding all as He will: He is that 

reat Dictater, whoſe W ord is the Fo indeed: If He but ſay, 
— go, do this, there needs no more. Who would not 
be the Subject of ſuch a Prince? and much more his Favour. 
ite? And yet, this high Privilege every Soul is bleſſed with, 
that has in Truth taken hold of his Covenant: For, that 
takes in all between the Two Eternities, and Eternity «ſelf 
withal ; and the Spirit or Strength of. the whole lies in thoſe 
few (but very compendious) Words, Till be your GoD. When 
the LoRD would comfort his People to Purpeſe, and put on 
their Eagle's Wings, what a glorious Narrative doth he make 
of his Power and Sovereign Greatneſs | In Iſa. xl. from v. 12. 
to v. 26. And then tells them, That all this is thefrs, v. 27. 
And if God be yours, all Things are yours, Who, and where 
is he, that can ſupplant you of his Bleſſing? You may rejoice 
in his Highneſs, the Thoughts whereof are Matter of Terror 
to other Men. After the Rehearſal of all the Happineſs and 
Glory that Men or Angels are capable of, it ſhall all be com- 
priſed in this, as the Original thereof, and Sum of the whole. 
Happy are they whoſe GoD is the Lord, Pſal. cxliv. 15. 

Infer. 4. We may ſee here, the Reaſon why Gob doth ſome- 
times defer to anſwer the Doubts and Queries we ſtick at, 
and moſt defire to be refolv'd about: It is not only to ſhew 
his Soverergnty, but to bring our Hearts to a practical Acknow- 
ledgment of it. Moſes was very unwilling to go on his Meſ- 
ſage to Pharaab: Many Pretences he had to put it by; when 
as the Danger be might be in for killing the Ægyptian, was 
the bottom Objection, though he ſpeaks it not out. Indeed the 
Men who fought his Lite were now dead ; which if he had 
known afore, all. thoſe Excuſes had probably been fpar'd : bur 
the LorD was pleaſed to canceal it from him; until ke had 
brought bim to a full Compliance with kis Will, and then 
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reveals it to him unaſt'd*, So likewiſe, he would not take off 
his Hand from Job, until he had well learn'd him this Leſſont. 
Say not therefore, (becauſe you have not Returns fo ſoon as 
you would) The LoRD hath forſaken me, my LORD hath forgot- 
ten met. But follow that great Reſolution recorded of old, 
I will wait upon the Lok D, who hideth his Face {at preſent) from 
the Houſe of Jacob, and I will laat for himy. 

Infer. 5. Let no Man then, who will ſay, The LoRD he is 
Gop, preſume to intrench on his ſacred Royalty, by ſeeking 
a Reaſon of his Decrees, beyond or beſides, the good Pleaſure 
of his Will. Even Sovereign of Duft will not admit it in Sub- 
jects, tho” of the ſam? Mould with themſelves. It is an Impe- 
rial Secret, The Chief of the Ways of Gop ; it belongs to him- 
felf alone to know it, and the Knowledge thereof would not 
profit us now. Beſiges, there is enough reveal'd, of great 
Importance to us at preſent, on which to employ the utmoſt . 
of cur Time and Strenzth, By over-graſping we may ſprain 
our Hands, and unnt tnem for Service, otherwiſe within their 
compaſs, but we gain nothing. Thereſore go not about to 
fathom this great Deep, Who, but one of ſhallow Under- 
ſtanding, would think to meaſure the Sea by Handfuls? Or 
to give a demonſtrative Reafon of its various and convertible 
Courſes? Remember that you magnify his Work|| ; but leſſen 
it not, by pretending to comprehend it}. Santtify the LorD in 
your Hearts, and fear before Him**, 

Infer. 6. This gives a Reaſon, why Men of the largeſt Ca- 
pacity, for Learning and natural Underſtanding, are ſo migh- 
tily puzzl'd and labyrinth'd in {piritual Matters: particularly 
the Doctrine of Election: Why they do fo ſtrongly oppoſe it, 
rand are ſo hardly reconciled with it. They are not (in truth) 
ſubdu'd to the Doctrine of Gop's Syverrignty: And therefore, 
while in diſcuſſing thoſe Points of Faith, they judge as their 
natural Optic repreſents them, they loſe both themſelves and 
the Truth; which yet (in ſome degree is made known unto 
Babes, Men of low Stature to them) whoſe Spirits the LoRo 
hath ſubdu*d, to reſt contented with what their Father is plea- 
ſed to tell them: And for the reſt, (as namely, the Manner 
and Reaſon of God's Diſpoſements and Diſpenſations) they 

live 
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live by Faith in his Righteouſneſs ; waiting for the Day that 
ſhall reveal all Things; when the Tabernacle of Gop, which 
yet is in Heaven, ſhall be let down among Men, (or they ta- 


ken up into it) and theſe hidden Things of Sovereignty ſhall be 
more openly known among them. 

Laſtly, This Doctrine of God's abſolute Dominion, clears 
away all that Made-ground and Rubbiſh, which the Princi- 
ples of Free-Will Grace do found their Election upon; and 
ſhews us the only true and proper Foundation of Scripture- 
Election; with thoſe other important Truths which hold upon 
it, or are Conſequents of it: All which have their Head in 
the Sovereignty of God, and are derived thence, as Rivers are 
from the Sea: As thro* his Bleſſing and Grace, may ap 
afterwards. And fo I ſhall cloſe up this firſt Part of the Pre 
face with that holy Rapture of the Pſalmiſt. Be thou exalted, 
LoRD, in thine own * ſo will we ſing, and praiſe thy 
Power *. The LoRD hath prepared his Threne in the Heavens, 

aud his Kingdom ruleth over all, Bleſs the LorD, ye his Angels 
that excel in Strength! Bleſs the LoRD all ye his Hoſts; F + Minſ- 
ts 
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) ters of his that do his Pleaſure! Bleſs the Lok p, all Warks, 
. in all Places of bis Dominion! Bleſs the Loxp, O my Soul 1. 
C 3 

1 * Pſalm xxi. 13. 1 Pſalm ciu. 19, 22. 
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Righteouſneſs of GOD. 


aAVING founded this Diſcourſe on the Sovereignty 
of Gop, as the beſt and moſt natural Ground of 
Satisfaction (or Captivation) to Reaſon, touching 
SeyeadYNe Elefticon: Now, as a Means to qualify our Spirits, 
and reconcile them with the rine of Sove- 
reignty, it ſeemeth expedient to annex that of his Righteouſneſs : 
And, I think, there is not a more rational Propoſition, or 
more obliging to Submiſſion, than 


That there is no Unrighteouſneſs with G OD. 


This is the natural Adjunct of Divine Sovereignty, which, 
as we are indiſpenſibly bound to believe, fo, to be well groun- 
ded in the Faith of it, will be of exceeding great Uſefulneſs 
to us in every Condition; eſpecially under thoſe darker Ad- 
migiſtrations, of which we do not ſee at preſent the Cauſe, 
Reaſon, or Tendency; when Matters of great Importance 

Fhings in View 
fall out alike to All; and yaù cannot know either Good, or 
Evil, by all that is before you. I ſhall therefore collect ſeme 
of thoſe Conſiderations, from which you may find ſome Light 
and Influence in a dark and cloudy Day ; and by which (as a 
Means) I myfelf was drawn in, and guided to this Determi- 
nation, before I had fearched the Scriptures expreſly concern- 
ing this Subject: And they may ſerve, both as Arguments to de- 
monſtrate the Propoſition, and as Antidotes againſt thoſe poiſon- 
ous Contradiftims, which carnal Reaſon and Unbelief will be too 
often forging and Ringing in upon ds. And, 

Arg. 


of the Righteouſneſs of C O P. > 

Arg. 1. Is founded on that infinite Bleſſedneſs, which the 
Moſt High Gop was poſſeſſed of in Himſelf, before the Worid, 
or any Creature was made. He did not make them for any 
Need he had of them, but for his Pleaſure* : And if he need- 
ed them not, there could be no Need or Reaſon why he ſhould 
make them ſuch, or to ſuch an End as not to be wiſely over- 
ruled, and their End aftained, without doing Wrong to any. 
The Motives by which Men are ſwayed to Wrong-doing are 
chiefly two. 1. To obtain ſomething they have not. Ahab flew 
Naboth for his Vineyard t; and Athaliah all the Seed Royal, 
to get the Throne f. Or, 2. To ſecure what they have, Pharaoh 
oppreſſed the People, leſt growing mighty, they ſhould ſhake 
off his Yoke, and get them out of his Serviced. Ferebaat 
ſet up his Calves to keep the People at Home, and firm to 
himſelf} : And the Fews they put CHRIST to Death, left the 
Romans ſhould come, and take away their Place and Na- 
tion. Theſe two have ſhared the Parcntage of all the Op- 

reſſion and Wrong-doing that have been in the World: 

either of which is compatible with our Great and Bleſſed 
Gor: For all Things are his already; he poſſoſſeth the Hea- 
vens and the Earth, and all the Hoſts of them, with an a4- 
ſolute Power and Right to diſpoſe of them. And as for ſecuring 
what he hath, Of whom ſhould he be afraid ? For (1.) There 
is no Go beſides Him; The Lord Himſelf, who needs mutt 
know it, if there were another, profeſſeth ſolemnly. That 
He knows not any**, And (2.) As for Creatures, they are all 
more abſolutely under his Subjection, than the ſmalleſt Daft 
under our Feet is to us. The Nations are to Him leſi than no- 
thing, and Vanityt+. He needs not ſo much as tzuch them, to 
bring them down: Tis but gathering to re a 4 his S irit and 
his Breath, and they periſh together t. If the Lok but with- 
hold his ſuſtaining Influence, - they fall of themſelves : But he 
remains the ſame to all Generations. 

Arg. 2. Another Argument is founded on the infinite Per- 
fection of his Nature. This thoſe 8 Heralds proclaim 
under the Notion of Holy, Holy, Hely$F. Its Re-duplication 
imports the higheſl Perfection. And Mes, (who of all 


Mortals had neareſt Acceſs to God puts it in the Front of his 
C 4 Triumphal 


Rev. iv. 11. + 1 Kings xxi. f 2 Kings xi. 4 Ex. i. 10. 
0 1 Kings xii. 27, 28, 1 John xi. 48. ** Ifa. xliv. 6,8. 
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Triumphal Titles *, Glorious im Holineſs It is that where- 
by al! the Divine Excellencies are ſummarily expreſs'd. The 
Righteous LoR PD will do no Iniquity : He is of purer eyes 
than to look upon it. It's an high Demonſtration of his E- 
cellency, that He cannot deny Hiniſelf; that is, He can- 
not do any thing that is in the leaſt Degree contrary to his 
holy Nature; nothing that needs to be retracted, or to alter 
his Mind about it. His Will is the Rule of Righteouſneſs, 
and Righteouſneſs is the Rule of his Will. The Saints of · 
old were perfectly of this Mind, Shall not the Judge of all the 
Earth do Right+ ? And the Apoſtle puts it as a Quefton not 
to be anſwered, That if Gop were unrighteous, How then 
ſhall He judge the Mord | 

Arg. 3. Tis alſo apparent from the conflant Rule and Mea- 
[ure of Gop's Diſpenſements, which are not done fortuitouſly, 
nor raſhly, but with Deliberation and 1 He lays 
Tudgment to the Rule, and Righteouſneſs to the Plummeth. He 
will not puniſh without a Cauſe, nor more than is deferved. 
Touching the Sins of Sodom, I will ge down (ſays Gop) and 
fee whether they laue done altogether according to the Cry of ul. 
He renders to every one according to their DeedsC ; and gives the 
a juſt Recempence of Reward**, He twill nat caſt away the perfect? 
Man, nor help the licked 44. Eliphaz puts the Queſtion with 
great Confidence, (as well he might) I boever periſhed being in- 
nocenttt* His Righteouſneſs is ſuch, that it even holds his 
Hands until the — be out of Danger. The Angels 
wers ſtraitly commanded, not to begin the Execution of God's 
Wrath on the Wicked World, until his Servants were marked 
outS&. And when the Lok p came todeſtroy Sodom, He haſtens 
Righteous Let to Zaar, with this only Argument, I cannot do 
any thing until thou be come thither|||. 

Arg. 4. It is further evidenced, by the Laws He hath 
given unto Men; the Sum of which is, to do righteouſly; 
and the End cf them, the Good and Welfare of the Creature. 
After a thouſand Years Experience of theſe, compared with 
the Iſſue of Men's Inventions, they are acknowledged to be 

| right 
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right Judgments, good Statutes, and Laws of Truth *®. What 
— — 88 have we in Rom. 1 2. & Gal. v. 22! 

1. Of ſuch as concern our Duty towards himſelf imme- 
diately this is the Sum, Thou ſhalt worſhip the LoRD thy God, 
and Him only ſhalt thou ſerve +. There is nothing more equal 
and juſt than to worſhip and ſerve Him, whoſe we are: To 
love and to live to Him, from whom we have our Life and 
Breath; eſpecially, conſidering that his Commandments are our 
Li T. 8 
Such as refer more immediately to ourſelves, as Tem- 
perance, Chaſtity, Moderation, Sobriety, &c. Theſe (as is 
evident to all) do greatly copduce to our outward Welfare, 
both in Point of Health, Eftate, Poſterity, &c. (And what 
evil Conſequents do attend the Contraries of thoſe Virtues, 
might be every Day's Obtervation :) More eſpecially ſuch as 
relate to our ſpiritual State and Welfare : Of which, more 
particularly under the next Argument. 


3. Such Commands alſo as reſpect our Duty towards Men; 
As to do Fuftly; to ſhew Mercy; to follow Peace with all 
Men; every one to mind his own Buſineſs, and not inter- 
meddle with others: So, to be ſubject to the Powers that be; 
and to pray for thoſe in Authority; (the neglect of which 
Duty, may be a Cauſe of our Diſquietment from them, at 
leaſt it may prove an Eclipſe of our Joyfulneſs in ſuffering 
under them, &c.) The Sum of this kind of Duties we have 
in that ſtanding uncontroulable Rule, Of doing to others as we 
would they ſhould do unto us. On the contrary, there is nothing 
forbidden but what tends to our hurt; As, if it were need- 
ful, might be demonſtrated by Inſtances inumerable. 

4. To this alſo might be added the ſtrict Injunctions that 
Gop hath laid upon the ſubordinate Diſpenſers of his Law: 
as (namely) to judge the People with juſt Tuagment , not to ture 
Jockin, nor 2 Poe $: vo, curſeth them that - 
vert Fudgment \| ; And will ſurely reprove them that accept Per- 
ſens F, &c. And fhall mortal Man be more juſi than Gad - 
Will He under ſuch Penalties command Men to do thus, and 
not much more do ſo Himſelf? 

Arg. 


* Neh. ix. 13. + Mat, iv. 10. f Deut. 16, 18, 19. 20. 4 Ibid. 
Ch. xxvii, 19. 4 Job xiii, 10. ** Ch. iv. 17. 
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Arg. 5. Another Beam of the Righteouſneſs of Gop thines 
forth in his putting the Matter of our Duty into ſuch a Wa 
and Method, as renders it more facile, and moſtly — 
to our chief End. 

As, 1. To remember our Creator in the Days of our Youth *. 
For the Work of Converſion and Turning to Gop, muſt 
needs be much eaſier then, than when habituated in an evil 
Courſe: For long Impenitency (beſides the Provocation it is 
to Gop) eftranges the Mind more from Him; makes the Spi- 
rit more inflexible, and harder to be wrought upon ; it multi- 
plies our Work, and ſubtracts our Strength: For one accuſ- 
tomed in evil to learn to do well, and for a Blackmoor to 
change his Skin, are things of a like Poſſibility: Tis a very 
rare and diſficult thing for a Man to be born again when he 
is old. 

2. To watch againſt, Sid ſuppreſs the firft Motions of Sin, 
and to avoid whatever might be an Occaſion, or have Tenden- 
cy towards it. And in order thereto, To take heed to our Spiritt. 

o keep the heart with all diligence F. To ab/lain from all ap- 
pearances of evil d. To hate the Garment ſpotted by the Fleſh f. 
And to make a Covenant with cur Eyes, as Fob did ©, (For the 

rofeſſed practice of ſome Saints is directive to others, and 
—— to a Command.) To kcep an Enemy from riſing, 
is much eaſier than to quel him when he is up; yea, to nip 
Sin when 'tis young, is the ready Way, not only to keep it 
low, but to Kill it; as the continual plucking off Buds from 
a Tree or Plant, deftroys the Root. 

3. Not to do any thing, the Lawfulneſs whereof is dubious 
to us; which, as it is a Sin in itſelf; (as every thing is which 
is act of Faith**, ſo it tends to obſcure to us the true Sight of 
other things) and emboldens to further Attempts. Yea, fur- 
ther, not to mind only the Lawfulneſs of things, but their 
Expediencyyt. The not heeding of which, proves often an 
Occaſion of Sin to others, whereof we cannot be guilt- 
leſs: So likewiſe to cheriſh all Motions to Good; net 10 
guench the Spirit t; and to hearken, or liſten diligently, what 
the Lord Gopb will ſpeak FF; who oft times delivers his Mind 
with 


* Ecclef. xii. 1. + Mal. ii. 13. Þ Prov. iv. 23. F 1 Theſ. 
v. 22. || Jude verſe 23. 1 Job xxxi. 1. ** Rom. xiv. 23. 
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with a /till and a ſmall Voice *, which doubly obligeth our 
Attention. 

4. In his preſſing with ſo much Weight and Neceffity thoſe 
great Duties of Love, Patience, Self-denial, &c. (1) Faith, 
which conſiſts in the ſubmitting to the Righteouſue| of Gov, 
taking hold of his Strength, and following the Conduct of his 
W:fdem : And in order thereto, ſhewing us out own Sinfulneſs, 
Weakneſs and Folly, with the Vanity of all created Bottoms, 
which have always failed at the greateſt Need; and fo draw- 
ing our Hearts to lean on Himſelf only, in whom alone we have 
Righteouſneſs and Strengtht, (2.) Love: This is a powerful, 
active, candid and obliging Principle; it bears all things; thinks 
no Evil; takes all in Good Part t; makes that both portable and 
pleaſant, which without Love would be both harſh and bur- 
denſome. (3) Patience, and Meetneſi of Spirit: Theſe miti- 
gate the Dolour of any Suffering, and often prevent or alla 
the Storm that is riſing ; 4 ſoft Anſiver turneth away Wrat 
It alſo breeds Experience; 1. That any Afflictions may be 
borne thro' him that ſtrengthensl. That Afflictions are all 
for our ProhtE. 3. That we could not well have been 
without them**. 4. It alſo gives to underſtand the Loxp's 
Meaning in them, which the Noiſe of tumultuating Paſſions 
would drown in us. And, as a Means to work this Patience 
the LorD ſets before us, 1. That there is a Cauſe of every 
Chaſtening ; and that Cauſe is from our felves; and therefore 
no Cauſe to complain, 2. That He afflicts not willingly ; 
but only when there is need, and no more than needs muſt, 

That He hath many gracious Ends in afflicting: As, 1. 

o humble for Sin committed; as in Je rough Deali 
with his Brethren ft. 2. To purge out Droſs; as in the Cats 
of Mana ſſolrt t, and the whole Churchhh. 3. To prevent Sins 
we ſhould otherwiſe fall into: Thus He kept Paul from being 
exalted ab. ve Meaſure l. 4. To wean us from the World; 
this He expected from Baruct qq; and this Effect it had upon 
Aſaph*+. 5. To exerciſe our Graces ; as Abraham's great Faith, 
by his various Temptations; and Paul was much under Infir- 

mities, 

1 Kings xix. 12. + Iſa. xlv. 24. f 1 Cor. xiu. 3. Prov. 
Av. 1. Judges viii. 3. || 2 Cor. xii. 9. 1 Heb. xii. 10, ** x Pet. 
i. 6, 7. ++ Gen. xlii. 21. ft 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11, 13. {$$ Ila. 
XXVii.9. | 2 Cor, xii. 7. 1 Jer. xlv. 4, 5. J Plan 
IXXiii. 95. 
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mities, that He might magnify the Power of Chrift*. 6. By 
k/jer Tempiotions, and Deliverance from them, we are fitted 
or greater, and our Faith ſtreugthened, both to bear, and to 

t tnro them; which greater, had they come afore, might 
Bs evcr-turn'Gd us. (4.) Self denial: This is a Duty of 
reareft Concerrment to us, ace we have no ſuch Enemies 
as Self-;ove and i thiy Luſts to War againſt our Souls. Theſe 
Things contulgted, wal ſhew that David's Concluſion is right 
and grnuine; Go, and npright is the LORD, therefore wil: He 
teac“ Sinners in th» H. Eva xeafon it ſelf might tell us, 
(te * ture ang g Rcaſon and Experience will) That thus 
to C mend au Direct, is to lead in the right Way; and it 
hig ye tamends to us the Righteouſneſs of Gon. 

Arg. 6. The Righteorjnejs of GOD is farther made out, b 
his affixing Rewards and Puniſiments to Good and Evil Words 
reſpectively, according to what is the proper Reſult and natural 
Product of them: Ir atjoever a Man ſows, that ſhall he reapf : 
Every Seed all have its own Body d: He will give to every one 
according to his Mun, and the Fruit of his Deingsl. Holineſs 
hath in it « nature! Tendency to Life and Peace: It is a Tree of 
Life 9. Grace and Glory grow from the fame Root: Salva- 
tion is the End of Faith; the Flower that grows upon it **. 
The fri of Righteouſneſs is Peace, and the Edt thereof 
— 5 and Aſfurance for ever++. It is ſometimes called, The 

ay of Life 11. Sometimes the Fountain and Well ſpring of 
Life$F. And it tended to Life. For if the Root be holy 
the Branches cannot be otherwiſe G8. a 

Tis fo likewiſe with Sin. Death follows Sin, not only as 
a Puniſhment for Delinquency, but as its natural Offspring 
*+ Original Corruption is the Root: Sin the Stalk that 
grows next upon it; and Death the fini/bing, or full Corn in 
the Ear t. If there were no Juſtice to revenge Sin, Sin 
would be Vengeance to it ſelf: Sinners lie in — wed their own 
Bloed F. It is their ctun I ictedneſi that corrects . The 
Way of Sin inclineth to Death, and its Footleps to the Dead * Its 
Steps take hold on Hell , Unbelief may be an inſtance for all; 

as 


* 2 Cor. xii. 9. Þ+ Pſalm xxv. 8. f Gal. vi. 7, F 1 Cor. xv. 
38. || Ifa. iii. 10, 11. Jer. xxxii. 19. 1 Prov. iii. 18, ** 1 Pet, 
i. 9. ++ IIa. xxxii. 17, 1 Prov. xii. 28. 5 chap. xiv. 27. 
1 Prov. xix. 23. UT Rom. xi. 16. *+ Prov. xxin. 29, 30. 

| Jon. i. 14, 15» 9 Prov. i. 18. Jer. ii. 19. 1 Prov. 
n. 18. ' 
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as out of which, all Sins elſe are derived: This was the Root 
of Adam's Apoſtacy “. Of all that People's Rebellions in the 
Wilderneſs +. Of the Jetus rejecting the Meſſiah t. Faith is 
that which holds the Soul to Gop, its Life and Bleſſedneſs; 
Unbelief its departing from Him, or /etting go of its hold; the 
looſing of the Knot, upon which the Soul falls off of its own 
— z and the fr Step from Gop, ſets in a Way of Death: 
As a Branch breaking off from its Stock dies of it ſelf. This 
was Adam's Unbelief: In all Men ſince it is a refuſing to return. 

Arg. 7. This Doctrine is further confirmed by the general 
unanimous Conſent and Affirmation of thoſe beſt able to judge. 
(1) They aſſert it. Job, a Man of great Wiſdom and — 
rity, (not his lite in all the Earth &,) and none ſo ſorely afllicted : 
yet, ſays Eliub to him, by way of Counſel; (as what himſelf 
would do in the like Caſe) I will aſcribe Rightcouſneſs to my 
Mater; And, Surely GoD will not per vert up * J. Gop 
is known (i. e. He is known to be Gop) by the Judgments whith 
He executeth** ; The LORD is upright; there is no 1 
in Himf f. He loveth 17 and hateth Iniguity. The 
Scepter of his Kingdom is a right Sceptert ti. Rigbtesaſn , and 
Jud ment are the Habitation of his Throne yy That True and 

ightecus ars his Fudgments, is the Voice of thoſe in Heaven. 
(2) They ſubmit to it, even then when moſt provoked by Men's 
injurious Dealings with them for his Sake; and when the 
Lord's own Hand hath been moſt ſevere towards them. Aaron 
held his Peace q: It is the Lorp (faith Eli) let Him do what 
fſeemeth Him good®* + : Hezetrah, allo, Good is the Med of the 
Lorp*j, Yea, they have done thus, when by the Light of 
Natural Reaſon they could ſee no Reaſon for it: Witneſs Job; 
who, when plundered of all, becauſe he feared Gop, and ei- 
chewed Evil, and could juſtify himſelf to the height as to a 
Hypocriſy; yet, ſays he, / will make Supplicatian to my Judge d. 

ook on our LorD and Saviour Himſelf, and fee his Con- 
&ion; Our Fathers cried wits Thee, and were delivered; but 7 
though Day nor Night am nat ſuent, Tou heareſ? me nat. How does 
he cloſe his Complaint? Not, Thou dealeſt more hardly with 
me who leſs have deſerved it; but Thu art Holy *\|. Feremy 


indeed 


Gen. iii. + Numb. xiv. 11: f John xix. 7, 12. Job i. 
8. || ch. xxxvi. 3, 1 Pla. ix. 16. ** Pſalm xcii 13. +t Pla 
xlv. 6. 7. f Pſai xcvii. 2. 5 Deut. xxx1. 4. || Rev. Aix. 
2. IT Levit. x. 3. *+ 1 Sam. iii. 18. ; 2 Kings ax. 19. 
*\ Job ix. 13. J Pſalm xxii. 2, 3, 4. 
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indeed began to object, becauſe The May of the Wicked proſpered, 
and they were happy that dealt treacheroufly : But he preſently be- 
thinks himſelf, withdraws his Plea, and yields the Cauſe: 
Righteous art Thou; O Lorn when I plead with Thee*, I might 
inſtance the Suffrage even of wicked Men, and of the moſt 
obdurate among them; whoſe Conſciences, at Times have en- 
forced their Confeſſion of this Truth; and the Teſtimony of 
an Adverſary proves ſtrongly. Pharaoh ſubſcribes to it; The 
Lord is Righteous, I and my People are wicked}. As alſo doth 
Adonibezeck, and Sault. (3) The Saints Triumph in the 
Righteouſneſs of Gon, (as well they may) and call upon others 
te do the like; The LORD reigneth, let the Earth rejoice Y. Oh 
let the Nations be glad, and ſing for Foy; for Thou ſhalt judge the 
People righteouſly\|. Let the Heavens rejoice, and the Earth be glad 
before the LoRD. Fir, He cometh, For He cometh to judge the 
Earth g. &c. And hence it was that Paul, and the reſt of 
them, though the preſent Senſe of their Suffering was griev- 
ous, yet they gloried in them, and rejoice greatly, in hopes 
of that Glory and Crown of R:ghteouſneſs, which GoD, as a 
Righteous Judge, had prepared for them“. 

Arg. 8. The Righteouſneſs of God is yet farther illuſtrated 
by Me and Event of his darkeſt Diſpenſations. The Con- 
ſumption decreed ſhall overflow with Righteouſneſ5++, and nothin 
elſe ſhall be in it. His People, though long under — 
ſion, He brought them forth at laſt with the greater Subſtance. 
His leading them about in the Wilderneſs, as it were in a 
Maze, Forty Vears together; and bring them back to where 
they had been many Years before; yet prov'd it to be the right 
Way tt; and it was for their Good in the latter End. David's 
long Perſecution by Saul, made him the fitter for the King- 
dom; and adapted him for the Office of Principal Secretary 
to the great King ; opportunely acquainting him with all the 
Affairs of the heavenly State and Council, that are fit to be 
known upon Earth : And by his Hand and Experience they 
are confirm'd to us; and this amongſt the reſt, Bleſſed is the 
Man whem thou cha/teneft, and teacheſt him aut of thy Lau. We 

lee 


® Jer. wi. 1. 7 Exod. ix. 27. 7 Judges i. 7. 1 Sam. 
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ſee it alſo, by the End the Lok made with Job; He brought 
him forth like Gold, and doubled his Bleſſings upon Him.“ 
The Baſket of good Figs were ſent into Captivity far their 
good +, Paul's Afflictions turn'd to his Salvation tf. Even 
the Temptations, Sorrows, and Sufferings of CyrrsT Him- 
ſelf, which were ſuch as never were known by Men, were in- 
tended, and accordingly did, perfect and enable Him for his 
Office of Mediatory. . 

Arg. 9. Another great Inſtance and Evidence of the Righ- 
teouſneſs of G50D, appears in the Manner of his Procedure, in 
Reference to the Elect. Thoſe precious Souls, whom He 
lov'd from Everlaſting, and determined to bring to Glory: 
Yet, having ſinn'd, not one of them ſhall enter there, with- 
out Satisfaction made to his Juſtice; even tboſe He will not 
A* but ſo as to be juſt in the doing of it |. The Mercy 
Seat being ſprinkled with Blood J, was evidently a Shadow of 
it: For, the Glory of Gop does not conſiſt only in ſhewin 
Mercy; but to do it in ſuch a Manner as not to claſh with his 
Juſtice. It's a Part of his Name and Glory, that he will by 
no Means clear the guilty *: But who then ſhall be ſav'd, fince 
all the World is found guilty befors God ++? 

Yea, there is yet a Way to ſhew Mercy, — is for ever 
adorable) and therein is ſhewn the manifold * — of Gop, 
as well as his Righteouſneſs ; in the contriving a Way for Mercy 
and Truth to meet together 14; which was done by transfer- 
ring the Guilt of his Choſen upon Another, who was able to 
bear it, and to give a more adequate Satisfaction to his Juſ- 
tice, than they ever could have done by their Perſonal Suffer- 
ings: This alſo was typified by the Law of the Sca; 2-goat, 
Leut. xvi. 8, 10, 26. 

Arg. 10. Conſider eſpecially that great Inſtance of Carisr 
Himſelf, the Fir Elect and Read of all the Family; and the 
Compact made with Him; who, tho' he were a Son, His Be- 
loved Son, in whom his Soul delighted; vet if he will undertake 
for Sinners, He muſt ſtanc in their ſtead. All their Sins muſt 
meet upon Him, and He muſt bear the Puniſhments due to 
them F. It was not poſſible that Cup ſhould paſs from _ 

| 0, 


„ xxiii. 10, ch. xlii. 12. + Jer. xxiv. 5. f Phil. i. 19. 
6 Heb, ii. 17, 18. | Rom. iii. 26. © Lev. xvi. 14. Heb. ix. 
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No, tho' He ſought it with ſtrong Cries and Tears; and that 
of Him that was able to fave Him from Death, who alſo lov'd 
Him as his own Soul: He was not, He might not be releas'd 
until He had paid the utmoſt Mite. For albeit that Grace is 
free to Men, in pardoning and faving of them ; yet 
uſtice muſt be ſatished, and CHRIST was bated nothing. 
his laſt unparallel'd Inſtance f incomparable Juſtice, doth 
bighly illuſtrate the Point in Hand, namely, That our Great 
and Sovereign LORD cannot but a7 Right. 


Inferences from the R:ghteoujneſs of GOD. 
Infer. 1. May this Doctrine prove an Eternal Blaft, to the 


vain and preſumptuous Confidence of impenitent Sinners; 
W ho, \becauſe Vengeance is not ſper lily executed, have their Hearts 
fully bent and ſet in them to do Evil. Becauſe the Lord (at 
preſent) holds his Peace, they think He is like themſelves +, 
&c. Let them certainly know, that He is able to deal with 
them: And further, that his Righteouſneſs obligeth Him to vin- 
dicate Himſelf: He will by no Means clear the guilty; nor be 
always filent : Though ſlato, yet ſure; and ftrikes Home at 
laſtt. He will ariſe to Fudgment, and jet their Sins in Order 
before them, and reckon with them for all the hard Speeches, 
which they, ungodly Sinners have uttered againſt Him: The 
Sight whereof ſhall ſtrike their trembling Souls (notwithſtand- 
ing their Stoutneſs Now) with Horror and Amazement; and 
make even all their Bowels ready to guſh out. He will wound 
the hairy Scalp (the proud and preſumptuous Head) FA every one 
that goes on inhis [Vickedneſs d: A Dart jhall ftrike thro? his Liver, 
and down with him to Hell, the nethermoſt Hell, in a Mo- 
ment, Why then will you run againſt the thick Boſſes of bis 
Bucklers &; and ſet Briars and Thorns in Array againft a de- 
vouring Flame ** ? Can dry'd Stubble dwell with everlaſting 
Burnings? Did ever any harden himſclf again: GzoD, and proſ- 
per No, nor xever fball, Where will his Hope be, when 
God taketh away his Soul $f. Thereſore take up betimes, 
leave off, and know that He is Gop 58. 

Infer, 


* Feclef. viii. 11, + Pſalm l. 21. f Pſalm ii. 9. 5 Plilm 
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Inſer. 2. Let this Doctrine for ever viadicate the holy and 
Ways of Gop, (both thoſe He walks in towards us, and 
thoſe He commands us to walk in towards Himſelf) from all 
thoſe ſenſeleſs Imputations of Harfbneſs, Adovoſeneſs Nicety, 
Preciſeneſs, or whatever elſe the P or Ignorance of 
Men can tax them with: For, as it is ſaid, ſo it is found by 
the certain and ſaber Experience of all that fear Him, (and 
againft ſuch Experience no Reaſoning is to- be admitted) I ſay, 
'tis a general infallible Experiment, That all the Ways of Ni 
dom are Pleaſantneſs to him that walks in them*: Which argues, 
that thoſe who thimk- otherwiſe, are ignorant of them, and 
therefore not competent Judges. Tis granted, indeed, that 
thoſe whoſe Hearts are in theſe good 2 God, have 
their 8 too often turn d afide, and go baltingly in them: 
But in Fruth the Fault is not in the Way, but in the Men. 
There is ſome Fracture in their Bones, Diſlocation of Joints, 
or evil Tumour; ſomething is out of order, and needs look- 
ing to. A Cripple will limp in Solomon's Porch, (on the 
ſmootheſt Pavement) when one that is ſound in his Limbs, 
will walk with Delight on rougher Ground. The Law and 
our Hearts were once at perfect Agreement, the Diſcord came 
in by our Free-Will Deviations, and ſwerving from our firſt 
Make. Therefore admit not the leaſt Motion, that looks but 
awry on the Commands or Diſpoſements of Gop: but juſtify 
them to the Height, and take Shame to yourſelf, as Paul him- 
ſelf did, The Commandment is holy, but I am Carnal + . 
Infer. 3. If the Loxp cannot but da right, then let us all 
2 every one) take heed of Sin, which the Holineſs and 
uſtice of Gos are fo inexorably bent againſt: He will not 
pardon without Satisfaction. Yea, beware of little Sins, (lit- 
tle I mean, in Efteem with Men, or in comparifon of ſome 
others.) Your Nearneſs to Go will not excuſe you; for, 
E have I knnun therefore, you I will puniſh t. Even Miſes 
is Servant, for once ſpeaking unadviſedly, was ſhut dut of 
Canaany, and though —— fain have gone into that good 
Land, and ſolicited the LoD much about it, as if he would 
have no Denial; yet the Lox p would not hear him: Speak no 
more to me of this Matter | . To make light of the lea Sin 
| D 32 5 becauſe 


» Prov. iii. 17. + Rom. vii. 12. 14. f Amos ui, 2. Numb. 
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becauſe Grace abornds, is to ſin againſt your own Soul, and to 
make the precious Blood of CHRIST a common thing; (the leaf 
is the Price of Blood.) Altho' He love thee, and that fo, as 
never to take his Loving Kindneſs from thee; yet He will not 
let thee go altogether unpuniſhed: Vea, the Loxp may hide 
from thee the Senſe of his Love, and make thee feel his Ds/- 
pleaſure, even to the breaking of thy Bones, &c. For 
muſt diſcountenanct. Sin, and that for our good, is well as to 
vindicate the Honour of his Righteouſneſs. 

Infer. 4. You that acknowledge GoD's Uprightneſs, and 
profeſs to be his Children, convince the World of the Truth 
of your Principles by } Practice. Shew yourſelves to be his 


Offspring by your Likeneſs to Him: Do FJaftly, love Mercy, 
walk Humbly. To be blameteſs and „ and without Re- 
buten, is your beſt Argument to refute the Wortd's Calumnies, 
and to prove yourtelves to be the Sons of Gop. Shew it alſo, 
by your Juſtifying Gop, even while He wraps in a 
(iicud + , and his Footfteps are not known fg. He that ens not 
God's Hand in every Diſpenſement, diſowns his Sauereignry ; 
and he that repines, denies his Righteouſneſs ; acquit your 
ſelf in both. 

Infer. 5. Then let none fumble at preſent Adminiſtrations, 
nor admit of a /inifter, or ſuſpicious Thought, touching this 
Holy Loxp Gop. The Reajon of his Ways, may be 
but cannot be unjuſt : He ſees through the Chud though yon 
and I cannot. We know the Lokp doth not afflict willingly$; 
and his People are in Heavineſs bat for a Seafon, and if need 
be | : Then ſurely tis meet to be ſaid unto Gob, I have borne 
Chaſtiſement; (i. e. My Sin procur'd it for me, and I have no 
Cauſe to complain) I will offend no more . Acknowledge his 
Uprightneſs, and He will be gracious umto thee . And do it 
when thou canſt not ſee the Regen of his Judgments, nor 
their Tendeney; taking it ſtill for a Rule, That all the Ways of 
Gon are perfect: Nothing can be put to them, nor any thing taken 

from them ++. Twas a Reſolution in Jeb, That though 
he were righteous, yet would he nat 'anfwer GOD ; but mate fup- 
fication to Vis Fudge 11: And though he would flay him, yet 
will be tr. in Him $F: And this he would do, even while 
he though. he might maintain his own ways before Him. * 


* Phil. ii. 13. + Job xxii. 13, 14. t Tal. Ixxvii. 19. { Lam. 
1ii. 33. || 1 Pet. i. 6. 1 Job xxxiv. g1. ** chap. xxxziii. 24. 
++ Eccleſ. iii. +4, ff Job ix. 13. 5 chap, xiii. 15, 
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Be pie therefore: The coming of the Lon draweth nigh*, 


who will judge the World with Ri fs +. Let heither the 
Wicked's Proſperity, nor the dai Y Chaſtenings of his own 
People be an Offence to thee; go up Into the 2 of Gopt : 


There ſhalt thou know the End. It ſhall not always be car- 
ried thus; there will be a Reckoning for the good Things 
they had in their Life time; when thoſe that have lived in 
Pleaſure will wiſh that their Souls had been in thy Souls 
ſtead, under all its Preſſures: And it ſhall be no Grief of 
Heart to thee, to remember thy mortal and momentary Suffer - 
ings &; when thou ſeeſt ſuch peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs 
brought forth thereby: When thou ſhalt be wrapt up with an 
Holy Amazement, and ſhalt ſay in thy Heart, J % my Chil- 
dren, and was deſolate; a Captive and removing to and fro; (had 
no abiding Place) who hath begatten me theſe | W hence came 


they: What Root ſprang they from! My light Afflictians were 


not to be ed with this Glory ** He'll never repent 

that he ſowed in Tears, who brings home his Sheafs with ſuch 

Foy. But as you go along to this your bleſſed Home, and 

ſweet Place of eternal Keft, it may be worth the while to ru- 

minate ſuch Sc 2 theſe: 70% a Sinner do Evil an hun- 
Days be 


dred Times, and his be prolengad, unpuniſhed) yet 
ſurely it ſhall be well duith N 2 Gov: But it Hall not 
be well with the Wicked 4+ > Verity, There is a Reward for the 
Righteous: Verily, He , a Gon wh judgeth in the Earth 1. 
And His is accortling to Truth FF ; And bleſſed are they 


s Judge 
that wait for . 

Infer. ö. Laſtly all the Objedtions that are brought againſt 
the Doctrine of. Election's Ahſsluteneſs, Perſonality, and Eter- 
nity; The Peculiarity of Redemption ; The Effcacious Predo- 
dominance of Grace in Calling; and Believer's invmcible Per- 
ſeverance in Faith and Holineſs would be all diſbanded and ſent 
to their own Place, were this One Truth, (which none in 
Words will deny) but truly believed and received in Love; 
viz, That Gop hath an abſolute Right of Dominion over bis 

D 2 Creatures, 


* James v. 7. + Palm ix. 8. f Pſalm lxxiii. 17. . Rom. 
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17. ++ Eccleſ. viii. 12, 13. $$ Pal. lviii. 11. 6% Rom. Ii. 2. 
ff Ifa. xxx. 18. 


40 A Practical Diſcourſe 
Creatures, to di | Him 
SS 


And ſo I come to the Matter firſt intended. 


3 — 2 
Minds, 
if honeſtly ſubdu'd to the Doctrine of Gon's So- 
Foundation of hit laying, which Gop Ha Himſelf is the Author of, 
God Pleaſure of Gon g and Decreeing ts Eternal T 
Ye Charter or Heer / —— * 
of Gift (to make them Authentick) there muſt be inſerted, 


Of ELECTIO 

7 N. 
vereignty, cannot be employed about a more ex- 

and He alone; and the Baſis . ſelf: It is that 

It is the great Gon's s ſpecial and Free Grace- 

The Name of the Doner, or Perſon that gives, The Name of 


HE Doctrine of Election containeth the whole 
cellent Subject. It is called, The Foundation of 
_ oundation which ſtandeth ſure, and keeps them all fure, who 
Deed of Gif to his hoſen Ones, over in Truſt unto 
the Donee, or Perſon to whom, The 2: 


EEE. 
Sum and Scope of the Goſpel; and our 
Gop, not only becauſe of the Supereminency of it; but as a 
ELECT jO e icing of Everlaſting Love, or the 
Jesvs fo for their Uſe and Benefit. Now, in Deeds 
ualtty and Extent of the 


Thing that is given, The Time when it was done, The Confi- 
deration that moved thereto; And in Caſe of Impotency, it is 
uſual and neceſſary to ordain ſome Friend as Feo Ne in Truſt, 
who is to ſtand ſeized or — 1 of the Ge the Donee's 
Uſe: All which are evidently found in Scripture-Election, 
and may be ſumm'd into this Propoſition. 


Prop. That there is a Peculiar People, who were Perſonally 
Cheſen of GoD, in CHRIST, according to his own good 
2 and Ordained to Eternal Life, before the World 
began. 


Before I come to a down-right Proof of the Propoſition, I 
ſhall firſt explain the Terms, and then produce ſome Inſtances 
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of a lower Kind of Election, ſcil. to Matters of a lower Con- 
cern, than that of Eternal Life; which yet may be reckoned 
a Type and Shadow of it. | | 

1. For Explanation. This Word { Peauliar] denotes the 
Ernnpiier of Boahaing of a Perſon, or Thing from the Pow- 
er of another, in whole Juriſdiction it was or ſeemed to be: 
It ſometimes a hes 8 * 2 1 of . May's 
own proper getin abour and Induſtry : It is alſow 
to 1 ſ 2 Pare of a Man's Inheritance, as he 
keeps in his own Hands, which our Law call his Demeſne 
Lands. In all which Reſpecta, the Elect are aptly termed a. 
Peculiar People, For, (1) Though Satan be Prince of the 
World, rules on every Side; yet as touching the We#?, 
it is but an uſurped and tem Juriſdiction that he | 
over them: They do, indeed, belong to another Prince, to 
whom their Chief Lord hath given them; who therefore 
(in the appointed Time) will reſcue them from that Uſurpa- 
tion. (2) They are the Lord's Treaſure or Inheritance. ob- 
tained by Labour indeed, with Sweat and Blood; than which 
nothing is- more a Man's own, nor hardlier patted with : 
Such was the Portion beſtowed b on his beloved 
25 even That which he got with his Sword, and with his 

ow, Gen. xlviji, 22. (3) They are the Lord's Deme 
He keys them in his own Hands, tenders them as 
2 , and will not betruſt them in the Hands 'of 
others: No, not of their own ſelves, 


Cheſen or Hlected-.] The proper Import of the Word is 
to GI or make Choice of One or More, out of a grester 
Number. [ Perſonally] choſen, i. c. They were fingled forth, 
or, pitched upou by e: And choſen. (in CIS) or into 
CHR1sT, as their Head and Mediator; that being in Him, 
all the Grace and Glory they were choſe unto, might be right- 
fully theirs, and accordingly applied to them. 

[To ordain] is the ſame here as to /lenate, int, pre- 
pare, decree, or fore- determine of Thinks 82 come „ Tiiez © 
in ſuch Manner done, that the Event has, does, and ever 
ſhall, juſtly ſucceed, according to Deſignment. In this Senſe 
Men cannot be ſaid to predeſtinate, becauſe they cannot (with 
any Certainty) determine of Things not yet in Being: But 
all Things were preſent with Gon from Eternity, and his 
Decree the Cauſe of their After-Exiftence. | 
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By Eternal Life, I underſtand, nat ly the Saints actual 
Poſlfion of Banc and Glo 2 conſiſts in their 
perfect Canformity to Gop, and Union with Him, accord 


ing to the xviith of Jabn but alſo, whatever is r; there- 
to, by Way of Reg 2 or otherwiſe: Wb 

are compriſed. the of CHRIST, aue Gal. 
and Final Perſeverance in 740 20 and Holinels; ich are indeed 
but ſo many Parts, or Subdivigons of Election: Ye have 
them all conjoin'd in one. Verſe, both as r to he 
ſame Perſons, and as bein inſeperable in Ia. Ixii. 12. where 
Thoſe for whom the H 2 25 caſt up, are termed, The 
Holy People; there's their Elin The Redeemed of the 
Lozp ; that is plainly Redemp 22 alſo ſaid to be 
ſought out ; which dp cet Calling: And A City 
not to be forſaken, which implies not leſs than Per 
And they are here put in SucceFion, as 
of Time: Electian 1s therefore call'd, A 
Glory.* 

Before the World 
is commonly called 


Ever 


Der ance. 
in order 


'reparing unto 
an. The ſame Thing for Brevity ſake 


4 and in Soripture- Phraſe From 


According to his own n This ſhews the Root of 
Election; $he great Bottom- ground of which it is founded, 
excluſive to all Things elſe, as being any Way Cauſal, Con- 
tributrary or Motive thereto. 

2. r of Election: Conſider 
AA 

Were to and emi- 
— Service in in cds World wherein were Patterns of 
the Elation we ate treating of, and may be accounted a 
collateral Proof and Evidence of it. 

Abraham was pitched upon to be the Root and Father of 
Gop's Peculiar People; whom he would own and honour 
— the Nations of the World; and that in him all Fa- 

the Earth ſhall be bleſſed :+ Which contains a Promiſe, 

_— Meſfias, or Saviour of the World ſhould come of 

his Poſterity: A wonderful high Honour; but, what was 
there in Abraham, that might move Gop thus to prefer him 
above the Reft of his Kindred? Was he any thing more to 
Gop, or had he ferv'd him better, than other Idolaters with 


9 4 whom 
* Rom ix, 23 + Gen, xii, 3. 
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whom he liv'd? No, in no wiſe; and yet, the Lon ſingled 


him forth, and called him alone*®., And, in Truth, no other 
Reaſon can be given for it, than what is given for his Love 
to Abraham's Poſterity : He lau d them becauſe He le d them.+ 
Nor was he pitched upon to be the Father of many Nations, 
nor Sarah to be the Mother of them for any natural Fruitful- 
neſs in them above others: For Abraham's Body was now 
dead, and Sarah, beſides her natural Barrenneſs, was paſt the 
Age of Child-bearing; which occafion'd her to laugh at the 
Promiſe: For who, indeed, would make choice of a dry'd 
Stock and barron Soil to begin his Nurſery with? In ſuch 
Materials there is nothing to induce to it. | 

The fame Courſe He was pleaſed to take with Abraham's 
immediate Seed: He takes not all of them; but, In Ifaac 
ſhall thy Seed he called + Thus Iſaac was taken, and Iſmael 
left. And tho' Abraham's Prayer was heard for Iſmael, ſo 
as to have him bleſſed with outward Things; yet as to the 
Main Thing, Gop rejects him, and reſolves to 2/tablifh his 
Covenant with Iſaac, & who was yet unborn. 

The like alſo he doth by Jſaac's Children. Jacob H- 
kued, but Eſau He hated :| Which is both the Prophet's, and 
Apoftle's Expoſition of thoſe Words, The Elder ſhall ſerve the 
Younger g And this Difference was put before they were 
born; yea, and entail'd alſo upon their Poſterities : The One 
are the People T { his Wrath, againſt whom He bath Indignation 
for ever :** Their Captivity ſhall not return. When the whol: 
Earth rejaiceth, they ſhall be deſolate, &c.++ But for Jarob, the 
LoRD will bring them back to their um Land, and plant them, 


and build them aſſuredly ; and do them good with his whole Heart.tt 


But let it be obſerved, it was not Jacob's more worthy De- 
meanour, whether foreſeen or acted, that procured him the 
Bleſſing. Eſau did more for it than he, and more ſincereiy: 
He hunted for Veniſon, and for true Veniſon, fuch as his 
Father loved; which he alſo makes ready, and brings with 
Speed, big with Expectation of his Bleſſing ; which alſo he 
ſeeks importunately, with Tears and bitter N Now, 
what good Things goes Jacob do to inherit the lefling ? 

So 1. He 


* Iſa. li. 2. + Deut. vii. 7,8. t Gen xxi. 12. \ ch. xvii. 
9. | Mal. i. 2, 3. Rom. ix. 1 Gen. xxv. 29. i. 14. 
tt Ezek. xxxv, 3, 14. 11 Jer. xxxii. 37, 41. Gen. xxvu. 
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i. He goes about to invade another's Right: for the Bleſſing 
belong'd to the Firſt-born. 2. He ſeeks to pervert the known 
Intention of his Father, which was to bleſs Eſau. 3. He 
abuſeth his Father with counterfeit Veniſon. 4. He takes 
the Name of God in vain, te make his Diſpatch the more 
probable 5. He feek it by Fraud and down-right Lying: 
He cloaths his Neck and Hands with the Kid's Skin, and 
roundly affirms himſelf to be Eſau; (very improper Means to 
obtain a Blefling |) It need not be which of the two's 
Deportment was moſt deſerving? One would eaſily conclude 
the Bleffing to be Eſau's: But fee the Event! He that carries 
himſelf unworthily carries away the Bleſſing; he that behaves 
himſelf dutifully to obtain it is diſmiſt without it: And tho” 
his Father b Jacob unwittingly, and by Miſtake, yet 
when he came to know it, he was ſo far from _ what 
he had done, that he earneſtly affirms it; I have bleſſed him; 
yea, and he ſhall be bleſſed. + Would we know, now, the 
Reaſon of this ſtrange and (according to Men) irrational 
Event? It was That the Purpoſe of GOD, according to Election 
might land, (the Elder muſt ſerve the Y ounger) Not of Works, 
but of him that. calleth, And tis wonderful to obſerve how 
Gop ordered the whole Courſe of this Tranſaction, as in- 
tending it a full and pregnant Example of eternal Election : 
For it holds forth plainly, The Soverezgnty of GoD over his 
Creatures, in taking whom He will; The Freeneſs of his 
Grace, in chuſing thoſe that are 4% deſerving ; The ſure 
Effect of his Purpoſes, with his wiſe and certain Ordering of 

hings relating to his End; as alſo of his uſing of Means 
and Inſtruments therein, quite beſides the natural Scope of 
them, and contrary to their own Intendment. 

Then for the [/raelites: This People the Lord choſe in 
Abraham 400 Years before He publickly own'd them: They 
are expreſly term'd, An Ele Nation, as being ſeparated from 
the reit of the World; An holy, ſpecial, peculiar People unto 
Gop. He. took them for his own Portion, the Lat of his In- 
beritance : Read his own Words, (for they are precious 
Words with-thoſe to whom they appertain.) Ye hall be holy 
unto Me; for I have ſcuered you from other People, 2 ye 

| | uld 


Gen. xxvii. 20. + Gen, xxvü. 33. f Rom. ix. 11. 
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Gould be mine v. De Lon p thy Gop hath choſen thee tobe a ſpecial 
People unto Himſelf, above e the as K. 
Eartht. The Lok p this Day hath avenched thee to* his | 
People, and to make thee high above all Nations. The LORD hath 
a Delight in thy Fathers to love them, and He choſe their Seed after 
them, even you above all P „ &c. But were they as far 
above other Nations in s, in Greatneſs, or excellent De- 
meanour ? Had they better improved their Part in the common 
Stock? And was that it which entituled them to this Honour? 
No ſuch Matter; as appears, (1). By the Reaſon there aſ- 
„ N Ye ſhall be a peculiar Treaſure umto me, above all People, 
or all the Earth is mine.] It is as if the Lon hath ſaid, 
here is no Difference between you and other Nations; All 
the Earth is mine, and I may take where I will; I am not 
tied to any; I might take of them, yr render won eb they 
cannot carry it more unworthily than you have , and 
will do, I looked from Heaven, and conſidered their Works 
and yours; I ſee that your Hearts are faſhioned alike, And, 
(2). Their after-Demeanour did abundantly verify it; and 
the LorD foreſaw it; I knew that thou deal treacherouſly, 
and was calle „ Pants Pony That thou 
te obſtinate, thy Neck an fron Sinetu, and thy Brow Braſs ; and 
that thou do only Evil NVouth up, &c . What 
then was the Cauſe or Motive of Gop's chuſing them above 
others? It was his undeſerved Love and Favour to them; 
He loved them, becauſe He loved them®®. 


\—— Come to David: Gop hath provided Himſelf a King 


among Feſſe's Sons, and Samuel muſt go to anoint him: But 
it muſt be him whom the Lox D name to him: Not the 
eldeſt or goodlieſt Perſon ; and therefore, ſays he, (when they 
paſs before him) The LoxD hath not choſen this, nor this, nor 
theſe, but David. Tis true, the Lon did not mention Da- 
vids Name to Samuel; but he did what was equivalent: For 
when David comes in, he tells him, bis is be, anoint him . 
And obſerve, This [he] was the youngeſt, the meaneſt, and 
moſt unlikely; ſcarce reckoned as one of the Family; * 


Lev. xx. 26. + Deut. vii. 6. f ch. xxvi. 18, 19. 5 ch. 
x. 13. | Exod. xix. 5. I IIa. xlviii. 4. 8. Jer, xxxii. 30. 
0 t vii. 8. and ix. 4. ++ 1 Sam. xvi. 1, 12. 
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— and on — — Then, — 
cumſtances; His Employment was to keep the Sheep: His 

Exerciſe, what was it but ſuch as is reckoned effeminate? 
He addicted himſelf to Muſic, See alſo his Complexian, or 

Conſtitution of Body, White and Ruddy ; na promiſing Cha- 
rater of a Martial Spirit; and yet this Man (or rather this 
Lad and ) thus qualified, and thus educated, he muff 
be the Captain of the Lord's Hoſt; who yet had the 
Enemies to deal with, and therefore had need of a of 
Courage and Conduct to be over them. Well, let Dauid's 


Birth, Camplexion, Empl ayment, Education, be what it 
will, Ro © vol this David 
15, and nour to rule 


his m4 — their Battles, and to do Exploits. In 
this Choice the Lox o was pleaſed to ſet by whatever is 
with Men: He ſauth not as Man „ i. e. He Regards not 
Men for their natural A : If for any it 
muit be (probably). for ſome excellent Endowment of the 
And; and that af Wiſdem is of as weighty Conſideration in 
the Choice of a Prince, as any other: Hut this is no Induce- 
ment or Motive to Gan, He reſpacti not any that are * A 
Heart : And if He did, it was not here to be had; 
had no Prince-like Qualities above his Brethren, until after- 
wards; as is plainly intimated in theſe Words, The Spirit of 
the LORD came upon him from that Day forward . 
Then far Jeremy: The Lonp ordains hirn to be a Prophet, 
ſets him over Nations and Kingdoms, commiſſionates him 
ta root aut. and don, to build and to plant, c. 
Why? what had eremy done, that the Lone thould call him 
o ſo Imperial a Wark? Sure no great Matter; for this he 
was ordained to befare.he was born; Before I formed thee is the 
Belly I knew: thee, 1 ſandtified thee ; and ordained thee a F 
OD pears by his own Confeſſion how unmeet he —— 
ſuch a Work, ——— wag { cannot ſpeak, for I am 
a Child . 
Another, Inſtance may be Cyrus: This Man was decreed 
ta a great. and noble Work. It was, in brief, to deſtroy the 
. to break in pieces the Hammer of the 
whole 


* fob xxxvii. 24. + 1 Sam. xvi. 1g. 1 Jer. i. 5, & 
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whole Earth; to releaſe Gop's People out of Captivity, and 
to build his Temple; and this was prophefied of him more 
than an hundred Years before Cyrus was born. The Lok 
{tiles him his Anointed, his Elect, his & , and one that 
ſhould perform all his Pleaſure : And he calls him by his Name 
too; which is twice repeated as a Thing to be remarked : 
And to enforce it the more, he adds a Note of narrower Ob- 
ſervance ; [ have called thee ¶ even thee] by thy Name . 

Was Cyrus thus choſen, becauſe he would be a puiſſant 
Prince? Or did the LoxD make him puiſſant and victorious, 
becauſe appointed to ſuch a Work? Hear what the Loxpd 
Himſelf (who beſt knows the Ground of his own Defigna- 
tion) ſays of him: Thus ſaith the Lord ts his inted. to 
Cyrus, whoſe right Hand I have holden, (i. e. I gave him 
Strength and taught him how to uſe it) I will looſe the Loins 
of Kings, and open to him the two-leaved Gates ; I will go before 

m,. I will break in pieces the Gates of Braſs; and cut in ſumder 
the Bars of Iron, &c. But what ſhall Cyrus have done that 
the Great Gop ſhould do him this Honour? He did not fo 
much as #now the LokD ; which alſo is twice repeated, as a 
Matter worthy our Obſervation, Ia. xlv. 1, to 5. 

Laſtly, Paul: The Lord from Heaven commiſſionates him 
his Preacher General among the Gentiles; to bear his Name 
before Kings; to maul and ranſack the Devil's Kingdom; 
and to turn the World upſide down : Witneſs his Doings at 
Epheſus, Athens, and other Places.. And this he was called 
te, even while in the Heat of his perſecuting Fury againſt 
that Name, which now he is ſent to preach : And ＋ there 
was no Motive on Paul's Part, himſelf is Witneſs; where 
ſpeaking of that his Call, he aſcribes it to the Pleaſure and 
Power of Gop, as much as he doth his natural Birth, Gal. i. 
15. The Original of all which is couched in that Word, He 
is a choſen Veſſel unto Me, Acts ix. 15. 

I might alſo bring in the Stories of Samſon, Ts. John 
Baptiſt, and others, to the ſame Effect, but that Time would 
fail. Now theſe Inſtances may not be valued as Hiſtorical 
Relations only, (that would be too narrow a Meaning for 
them) but according to the Scripture Way of inferring, and 
improving to ſpiritual Uſes; and fo they will be a good 

Preparatory 


„ Ifa. xliv, 28. and xlv. 1. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 13- 
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| Proof of the Buſineſs in Hand. For if there be 
an ion Perſonal unto Things of leſs eminent Concern- 
ment, and that ſo long before ſome of the Perſons were in 
Being: If alſo there be an Ab 5 in Gop's Decrees con- 

ing theſe; How much more in Matters of zternal Weight ? 

And if the Lonp did not look out of Himel for the moving 
Conſideration on which He ſel thoſe Perſons to their 
ſeveral Honours and Atchievements, (and if He had, He 
ſhould have found none) much leſs can election to eternal Sal- 
vation, and Union with Himſelf, be founded in the Creature, 
Doth Gop take Care for Oxen ? From the leſs to the 
is a ſcriptural Way of arguing, and proves ſtrongly. 

I come now to a more direct and poſitive proving the Pro- 
poſition ; wherein my preſent Scope is not ſo much to prove, 
That there is an Election, as what this Election is; viz. How 
it is qualified and circumftantiated : And this reſpects the Ob- 
jets of Election, with the Manner, Time and Motives of it. 
And yet, as introducti ve to theſe, it may be expedient to touch 
on the other: And fo (for the clearer Diſcuſſion thereof) I caſt 
the Propoſition into Six Branches. 


I. That there is an Election of Men to Salvation. 
II. That this Eleftion is Abſolute. 

III. That it is Perſonal. 

IV. That it is Eternity. 

V. That the Elef were choſen in CHRIST. 

VI. That Election is founded upon Grace. 


Theſe being made good by politive Scripture, or Argu- 
ments taken thence, it will not much concern us what is al- 
ledged to the contrary, They are of the deep Things of 
Gop, and diſcoverable only by Scripture Light, and þ 
fore in vain are 1 to any other I ouchſtone; for 
who hath known the Mind of the Loxp, or can, but as 
Himſelf hath been pleaſed to reveal it ? . 


I. There is an Election of Men to Salvation. | 
That is, there are ſome, a certain Remnant, that ſhall be 
ſaved; and this by V irtue of Elton. | 
This is clearly implied in thoſe noted and compendious 
Sentences, Veſſels of Mercy, afore prepared unto * 
| on 


r 25. zz 
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EleQtion hath obtained® : The Loap A ts the Church farh n; 


ſhould be ſaved ; And as many as were ordainel! — 
believed}; But more exprefly in Ram. xi. 5. There is a Rem- 
nant according to the Election of Grace: 1 Thef. v. 9. Go 
hath not ap us anto Wrath, — 2 — 
and 2 Thel. ii. 13. Gon hath from abe beginning choſtn vu 40 
Salvation, &c. 2 are called The Elition, or P df 
Elect ag Bag en as thoſe 8 2 
And the An Git from theſe th 
by de Tide of Eis Aer ſaid to be chen 2 5 
and Veſſels of Mercy ; as thoſe that are f, Vl or ra? 
and Sons of Perdition : The Scripture ſtill ſets them forth by 
diſtinguiſhing Characters. 

i. As a Party ſeparate from the World. J * fa Cunier) 

ave choſen you out of the Worlds : nd They 75 te Wer, be 

for them which Thou haſt given mel|; the 
Mord, even as I am nat of the Worlds : — — to 
know the Myſtery of the Ki 1 e 
out ail Things are done in Parables**, Of Jacob and Eſan, 
(who were an eminent Lype of this Separation) it is ſaid to 
Rebekah, Two Nations are in thy Womb, and two manner Peo- 


plett : And of Jacob's Poſterity, The — ſhall alone, 
and ſhall not be reckoned among the Nati And this People 


298 ) have 1 formed for The the. People o 
Hp, Holi The = 2 * * 
ſpringing 


2. As Men of another Race, or Kindred; and as 
from another Root. Me are of Gon, and the whole 
im Wickedneſs@& : (Or in that wicked One, as their Root and 
Head :) He that is of GoD, heareth Gor's Word; Ye — 
hear them not, becauſe ye are not of Got. The one aq + x 
faid to be Children of Light, the other of the Night®t : 
one of God, the ather of the * + The one is from Pony 
the other from Beneath: Gop is the Father of the one, the 
Devil of the otherꝰ . 

1 As 


* Rom. xi. 7. + Acts ii. 47. + Acts xiii, 48. $ John 
19. || Ch. xvii. 9. 1 Ch. xvii. 16. ** Mark iv. 11. 4 = 
xxv. 23. ft Numb. xxiii.g. $5 Iſa. xliij. 21. {1} Ch, Ini. 
2 a Pet. ii. 9. 17 1 John v. 19. „ John viii. 47. „f ; Thel. 
„1 John iv. 4, 5, be John viii, 23. 1 Ch. vii. 41s 
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him at his Will. 
4. As ] 


5+ IF 


Children of the bop and they are diſtinguiſhed f 
the Chi of this World, as a Party accounted worthy 
obtain the Warld to came ** And accordingly we find, that 
none are admitted into the New but whoſe Names 
were found written in the Boat of Life++ : And Name 
ſerver was nat written there, was caſt into the Lake of 
"Firett. On the ſame Account Judas is faid to go to his ewn 


— 


Place FF ; and the Ele? into the Kingdom | re of nd. 4 
I ſhall bring but one only Argument for Proof of this Branch, 
and it is 


that Weight, that there needs not another) viz. 
hat except the Lord had thus reſerved a Remnant, no 
Fleſh had been ſaved; The whole World would have been as 
Sodem, Iſa. i. 9. | 


II. Elettion is Abſolute. 


In this are two Things of great Import, Jrrevocableneſs 
and Þndependency. The Decree is irrevocable on Gow's Part, 
and independent as to Human Performances. The Loan will: 
not go back from his Purpoſe to ſave his People; nor ſhall 
their own Unworthineſs, or Averſeneſs, make void, or hinder. 
his moſt gracious Intendment. And hence thoſe various Ex- 
preſſions of the ſame thing (v:z. Prede/tinate, Ordain, Prepare, 
2 have nothing ſubjoin'd that is like a Conditional. 
here is indeed a Kind of Conditions (or rather Qualifica-. 
tions) that muſt, and always do, precede the final Compleat- 
ment of Election; as Repentance trwards GoD, and Faith to- 
wares 


Ila. Ixiii. 19. + John vi. 37. f John x. 3. { Mat. xxiii. 
8. John v. 40. IJ Mat. xii. 33. Luke xx. 35. ++ Rev. 
xxi. 27. ft Ch. xx. 15. 5% Acts i. 25. || Mat. xxv. 34. 
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wayds our LoRD JEsUs CHRIST : Which therefore may be 
called Conditionals of Salvation; but not ſo to Election. 
Election is the great Fundamental Inflitute of the Goſpel : 
It is that which in Human States is called the Supreme Law; 
which is both Irreverſible in itſelf, and requires that all i 
rior Adminiſtrations may be accomodated thereto : So the Sal- 
vation of Gop's Elect being the higheſt Law of the Heavenly 
State and Kingdom, muſt on the ſame (and firmer) Ground 
remain inviolable. It is that for which all Things elſe have 
their Being: The Plot whereby Gop deſigns to Himſelf the 
higheſt Glory, and for which he hath been at Coft, that 
ſhould his Defignment miſcarry, the whole Creation could 
not countervail the Damage. He could not therefore (for 
Gop cannot deny himſelf) I ſay, He could not fo contrive 
the grandeſt Deſign of his Glory, as that it ſhould ever need 
to be revoked or altered: Nor could He leave it obnoxious to 
Diſappointment; as it muſt have been, if ventured on a cre- 
ated Bottom: Yea, it behoved Him, as ſupreme Lawgtiver, fo 
to determine and ſubjugate All, that the great End of all 
might remain infrn/trable. And thus any prudent Founder 
of a State would do, if the utmoſt of his Skill and Power 
would extend to it: But from their Defectiveneſs in theſe, 
the beſt founded States upon Earth are ſubject to Mutation: 
Princes die, and their Thoughts periſh; their Minds alter 
and depart from their firſt Intendments; Succeſſors drive a 
contrary Intereſt; unlook'd for Accidents entangle them ; 
foreign Enemies encroath upon them, and obſtruct their 
Work. : Or the People's own Folly may be ſuch, as to marr 
and defeat the beſt laid Deſigns for their own Good. Human 
Affairs are expoſed to a thouſand Incidents, which human 
Prudence can neither prevent nor provide againſt. But with 
God it is not ſo: No Event can be new to Him: He declares 
the End from the Beginning* : His Judgment and Purpoſe can- 
not alter: He is of one Mind, and who can turn Him: He is 
alſo Immortal, and the Thoughts of his 2 to all 
Generationsf : No Creature can ſeclude itſelf from his Go- 
vernment ; In His Hand is the Soul of every living Thingyh : Yea, 
the moſt caſual (to us) and oppoſite Emergencies are BY his 
4 oOwer 


Ia. xlvi. 10. + Job: xxiii. 13. f Pſa, xxxiii. 11. 6 Job 
XII. 18. 
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Power and Wiſdom reducible to his Purpoſe, and cannot reſiſt 
their being made ſubſervient to his Will. And this may be 
one Reaſon, why Election is fo often ſaid to be from the Be- 

ning, and from the Foundation of the World, viz. To ſhew 
That whatever ſhould be in Time, ſhould be ſubordinate to 
Eleftion, which is all one as to make it abſolute. And further, 
This Abſoluteneſs may begevinced by ſuch Arguments as theſe. 


. I. If Election were not abſolute, it would be but after 
the Covenant of Works: Which being Conditional, how ſoon 
was it broken, even by one who had Power to keep it! And 
if Man in that Honuur did not abide in it, how ſhould he 
now, when ſo ſtrong a Biaſs is grown upon his Heart, that 
he runs Counter ever ſince * ? Jf there had been a Law given 
that could have given Life, 1 ſhould have been by the 
Law + : Which ſhews, that the New Cauenant does more for 
us than the Old; for it giveth Lie; and then it muſt give 
the Perfermance of the Condition which that Life depends upon: 
It alſo ſhews that the ff Covenant did not give Life, and that 
it fail d becauſe it was Conditional. The Law ſhews our Du- 
ty, but gives not wherewith to perform it: The New Cove- 
nant doth both, by writing the Law in the Heart. All under 
the Covenant of Warks, are without GoD, without CHRIST, 
and without t; and this, becauſe Strangers to the Cove- 
nant of Grace, or Grace of Election. If therefore the Elect 
ſhall be in a better Condition than before; their Election muſt 
be abſolute: And that it might be ſo, the New Covenant was 
made with CHRIST on their Behalf; and is that Grace given 
us in Him before the Meld began 9. 


Arg. 2. Election muſt be abſolute; becauſe whatever can 
be ſuppoſed the Condition of it, is a Part of the Thing :t/elf. 
Much like that Promiſe of Gop to Abraham, To thy Seed will 
I give this Land . In which Promiſe the Lok D undertakes 
as well to give, Abrabam a Seed to inherit that Land, as that 
Land to his Seed. And accordingly we find that the next 
Head of that Seed was born by Virtue of the Promiſe ©. : 
So the whole Courſe and Series of Things conducing to the 
final Accompliſhment of Election is included in it, and aſ- 

E certain'd 


* Gen. vi. 3. + Gal. iii. 21. f Eph. ii. 18. 6 2 Tim. i. 9. 
Tit. i. 2. || Gen. xii. 7. 1 Gal. iv. 22, 28. 
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certain'd by it; and that with ſuch Firmneſs and Security, 
as if the End itſelf had been attain'd, when the Decree was 
made; as (namely) Redemption from Sin, Effectual Calling, 
and Perſeverance to Glory; (of which more fully under thoſe 
Heads:) Which alto ſeems to be the Meaning of the Apoſtle, 
where he makes Eternal Life itſelf to be the Subſtance of 
the Promiſe * . * 


Arg. 3. It muſt be abſolute, becauſe by ſuch an Election 
only can Salvation be inſur'd. This Bottom Adam had not 
in his Primitive State: He was made upright, but his conti- 
nuing in that State, depended upon his well ufing of what 
he had, without any additional Help. In him may be ſeen 
the utme/# that created Grace, of itſelf, can do, even in a 
State of Perfection; unto which being left, how ſoon did 
he degenerate, and come to Ruin? And all his Potterity 
would have run the ſame Courſe, if placed in his Stead; as 
we know they have done, (one by one) notwithſtanding 
all the Helps which are given in common unto Men. And 
'tis no Wonder, fince now they have fo ſtrong a Bent unto 
Evil, which Adam had not. And if there be any Advan- 
tage caſt in, {which ſome do affirm, and call it the New 
Covenant) the more is our Doctrine confirm'd: For the 
more Helps they have, if yet they fall ſhort, (as they do) 
the more evident it is, that nothing ſhort of ſuch an Elec- 
tion will ſecure them. An Example of this we have in the 
Old World; who, by all their natural Ingenioficy, and 
long Lives to improve it, together with Noab's fix Score 
Years Preaching, and the Spirit's ſtriving, were not led unto 
Gop, but ſtill grew from bad to worſe, until all the Ima- 
ginations of their Hearts were only evil, and that continual- 
ly +. And this was not the Caſe only of /ome, but of the 
. whole Race univerſally: All Fleſh had corrupted bis May . 
It is true, that Noah was found Righteous; and as true it 
is, that Election was it that made him ſo. Noah found 
Grace in the Eyes of the LoꝝD , in the ſame Senſe that Paul 
obtained Mercy f; feil. By Mercies obtaining, or taking 
hold of him. It may alſo be ſeen in the People of 1frael; 
who, over and above their, Common, or Natural Grace, had 

many 


* 1 John i. 25, + Gen. vi. 5, f chap. vi. 12. 6 Verſe 8. 


| 2 Tim. i. 16. 
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many Helps and Additions that others had not: The Lonxp 

dealt not fo with any Nation as with them *; and yet the 

yea of them ſo bad, That they juſtified their Siſter 
om+. 

The fir ft Covenant thus failing, ſuch was the Grace of our 
Lorp — 7 to determine of a Second, or New Co- 
venant; by which e would fix and ſecure a Remnant, and 
that infallibiy And hence it is termed, The Covenant of Grace, 
as not depending at all upon Works; and this is that Grace 
that ſaves and rergns to Eternal Life t. And theſe are the ſure 
Mercies of David, recorded in the lvth of Iſazah: It is the 
Abſoluteneſs of it that makes it a Better Covenant. 


Arg. 4. There is the ſame Reaſon for the Abſoluteneſs of 
Man's Election, as of CHRIST's. That Man, or Human 
Body, which the Second Perſon was to aſſume and unite to 
Himſelf, was not ordain'd to that Union, upon any Condi- 
tion whatever; as, namely, If He ſhould fulfil all Righte- 
ouſneſs, deſtroy the Devil, diſſolve his Works, and make 
Atonement for Sin, for theſe He could not have done with- 
out that Union: And that his Ordination thereto was ab/o- 
lute, appears by Heb. x. 5. A Body haſt thou prepared me. And 
Luke i. 35. That holy Thing which ſhall be as * 4 thee, fhall be 
called the Sox of Gop. Matthew i. 21. ſhall ſave his 
People from their Sins. In which Places the Abſoluteneſs of 
the Decree for that Man's being united to the Son of God, 
is evidently ſet forth. And that our Election (as to this Cir- 
cumſtance of it) holds Proportion with that of CHRIST, ye 
will ſee more fully afterwards. Take only (at preſent) thoſe 
gracious Words, which, doubtleſs, he uttered with Sa- 
tisfaction to Himſelf in the xviith of John, Thou haſt loved 
them, as Thou haſt loved me, ver. 21. | 


Arg. 5. It was requiſite that Election ſhould be abſolute, 
becauſe of the Abſoluteneſs of Gon's Decree touching the 
Death of his Son, unto which he was fore-ordained anre- 


ſaved on the Credit of that Decree. The Scripture alſo ſays 
plainly, That He was the W * Alain from the Foundation 4 
2 


. Pſalm cxlvii. 19, 20. + Ezek. xvi. 51. 1 Rom, v. 21. 
Eph. ii. 3, 8. F 1 Pet. i. 20. 
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the World *, and that it was not poſſible that Cup ſhould paſs 
from Him +. And if it be a thing below the Prudence of 
Men, to lay down the Price without ſecuring the Purchale : 
Then, ſurely, the Wiſdom of Gon could not determine the 
Death of his Sox for Men's Salvation, and yet leave the Sal- 


vation of thoſe very Men at an Uncertainty; wh.ch it mult 
have been, if their Eledlion were not abſolute. 


g. 6. Laſtly, It might alſo be argued from the Nature 


of Divine Promiſes; which are Patterns, or declarative Co- 
— of the Decree. Now the Promiſes touching Spiritual 

leſſings are abſolute: They are of that Word which is for 
ever ſettled in Heaven t. See the * of ſending CHRIST 
to be a Redeemer 5; the HoLy Ghost to ſanctify and 
lead into all Truth||; to ſprinkle clean Water upon them; 
to give them a new Heart; to cauſe them to walk in his 
Statutes; hat He will be their Gop, and they ſhall be his 
People, and ſhall not depart from Him ; that if they fin, 
He will chaſtiſe them with the Rods of Men, but his ever- 
laſting Kindneſs He will not take from chem“ “; and that 
at laſt He will preſent them faultleſs before the Preſence of his 
Glory++. Theſe all, with others of like Tenour, are deli- 
vered in poſitive and abſolute Terms, without any Shew of 
Reſervation, Proviſo, or Condition, And if theſe (which are 
Tranſcripts of the Decree) be abſolute, it follows, T bat the 
Decree alſo is the ſame : And on this Ground it is the A 
ſtands, when he challengeth all the World to nullify. Gop's 
Election tt : Which he could not have done, had not Elec- 
tion been ſovereignly Abſolute. 


1 III. Ekim is Perſonal: And, 


IV. It is from Eternity. 


Theſe two I put together in Proof, becauſe are 
„ joined in Scripture. It was not the whole 
of Mankind that was the Object of Election; neither was 
Election (as ſome ſpeak) a Decree to Elect ſuch as ſhould 


happen to be thus and ſo qualified: But certain determinate 


Perſons 


Rev. xiii, 8. + Mat. xxvi. 39, 42. f Pſa. cxix. 89. Gen. 
iii. 15. || John xvi.1g. © Jer, xxiv. 1 Ezek. xxxvi. 36. 
% Pla. Ixxxix. 30, 34. tf Jude v. 24. f Rom. viii. 33, 34. 
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Perſoris were choſen by Name, or ſingled our from the 


reſt, and ordained to Eternal Life. Our Saviour ſti 


them the Aer that were given Him out of the World ® : And 
they were given Him by Name, as well as Number; and by 
thoſe Names He knows them 1. It is not unworthy our 
Reſentment, how the Lok takes notice of the Names 
of his People; as intending it (doubtleſs) a ſignal Token of 
the ſpecial Regard He hath to their Perſons. He therefore 
tells Moſes, I know thee by thy Name t. It is an appropriati 
of them to Himſelf: 7a. xliii. 1. have called thee by 1 
Name, thou art mine. Sometimes alſo when He calls to tho 
He eminently owns, He doubles their Name by Repetition : 
Thus to his Friend Abraham, Gen, xxii. 11. To Moſes his 
Servant, Ex94. ili. 4. and others. But I find no Inſtance of 
his ſpeaking ſo to other Men: And theſe, I ſuppoſe, are re- 
corded, as worthy of ſpecial Remark; and that 'tis no light 
Matter, (much Jeſs to be fcoffed at, as it is by fome frothy 
Spirits,) that the Ele& were choſen by Name, and that their 
Names are written in Heaven. And that it was tranſacted 


from Eternity,” is evident from xvii. 23, 24. Eph. i. 4. 


Rev. xiii, 8. and xvii. 8. other Scriptures. 


The 2 with its Eternity, de 
Ad by fork guments as theſe. FI 


Arg. 1. From the Example of CanzsT's Election. It was 
not a Perſon Uncertain that was to be Lord and CRHRISH; 
but the ſecond Perſon in human Nature: And this N 
He ſuſtain'd from cuerlaſting 9. Nor was it Any Body, whi 
He might aiſume, but that very ſame numerical Body, that 
was T for Him | . And this very Perſon He loved before 
the Foundation of the World © . It is worthy Obſervation, 
how particular the Decree was, even in Things Circumſtantia 
to our LoxD CHRIST; as that He ſhould come of Abraham's 
Stock, of Fudah's Tribe, of David's Lineage, be conceived 
in a Virgin, born at Bethlehem; and this, when the Scepter 
was departing from Judah; That He ſhould be buffeted, 
ſcourged, ſpit upon, hanged-on a Tree, his Hands and his 
Feet pierced; that Gall and Vinegar ſhould be given Him to 

E 3 drink ; 


* John wii. 6. + chap. x. 3, 14. f Exod. xxxitb. 11. 


Prov. viii. 23.—3!t. 1 Pet. i. 20, || Heb. x. f. Pſal. xl. 7. 
John xvii. 24. 
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drink; That a Bone of Him ſhould not be broken; (even 
while on both Sides of Him others were;) That his Gar- 
ments ſhould be parted, and Lots caſt on his Veſture: As 
alſo that He ſhould riſe again the third Day, &c. And that 
theſe were all decreed, appears by the Prophefies of them ; 
which are the Decree exemplified, or drawn out of the Regiſ- 
ter. As 1 Reſurrection, it is ſaid expreſly in Pſal, 
Ii. 7. Iwill declare the Decree: And the ſame is as true of 
all the Reſt. And if the Election of the Head was Perſonal 
and from Eternity; why not therrs that ſhould make up his 
| Bagdj, fince They did as really exiſt. then, as the human Nature 
of CHRIST did? Beſides it was very agreeable, That He 
and they ſhould both be appointed ds For, He could 
not be an Head, but with Reſpect to a way And that 

were expreſly determined of, appears by Pſalm cxxxix. 16. 
In thy Book were all my Menthers writien, when as yet there was 
none of them. If you ſay, that was meant of David's Mem- 
bers; I anſwer, That if Gop thought the Members of an 
Earthly Body worthy his Regiſtring, He could not be leſs par- 
ticular and exact, about the Myſtical Body of his SoN ; be- 
fides, David was his Type. 9 


CHRIST alſo was ordained to be a Saviour, and that by his 
Death, and both from the Foundation of the World * It was 
therefore expedient, then alſo to be determined, how 4 
and who in particular ſhould have Salvation by Him. He 
was not to die for Himſelf : But for thoſe whoſe Security He 
undertook. Now it is net a Thing proper, to ſpeak of Se- 
curity, or Bail, but with Refpect to a Debtor or Offender ; and 
that Debtor or Offender muſt be #zown too, and named, of 
elſe the entring of the Bai is an inſignificant Act; eſpecially, 
where the Surety hath no Debt or Default of his own to 
charg'd with. Our Lorp and SAviouR did not make his 
Soul an Offering for b 4 Sins, but uncertain whoſe. 
Aaron knew whoſe I reſpaſſes He offer'd for; their Names 
were graven on his Breaſt-plate: Not their zational Name, 
or Qualification, (viz. 1ſraekt# or Believer) but their perſonal 
Names, Reuben, Simeon, Levi,. 80 had our great High 
Prieſt, or He could not have made Atonement for us: Ane 
that Place (Rev. xiii. 8.) points at the ſame Time for bath. 
Thoſe Words, From the Foundation of the Nau do refer as 


. well 


® 3 Pat. Lam * 
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well to the writing of their Names in the Book of Liſe, as to 
the Lams's being lain; as evident from the 8th verſe of the 
17th Chap. where decyphering thoſe who ſhall wander after 
the Beaſt, he ſays, they are ſuch whoſe. Names were not writ- 
ten in the Book of Life, from the Foundation of the World, 
as were theirs ollowed the Lams, and whom God had 
from the Beginning choſen to Salvation *. 

Arg. 2. The Deſign of Gop in the Death of Carisr, 
could not otherwiſe be ſecur'd. Had the Deſign been, to pur- 
chaſe Salvation for Believers, without aſcertaining the Perſons 
that ſhould believe; it had been uncertain whether any would 
be ſaved, becauſe uncertain whether any would believe. If 
certain that ſome would believe; this Certainty muſt be de- 
creed For, nothing future could be certain otherwiſe. And 
if it was decreed, that Some ſhould believe; the Individual. 
of that Same muſt be decreed alſo: For, Faith is the Gift of 
Gop, and could not be foreſeen in any, but whom he had 
decreed to give it unto, Which laid together, are a good 
Demonſtration, that thoſe CRISs T ſhould die for, were as 
well pre-ordained, as that He ſhould die for them; and that 


dr finitely,” arid by Name. | 
ued, from the FArHER's 


prepani —— om the Foundation the Marla, and 
aun or Places in it. To prepare the of this Argu- 
ment; conſider the — of Gop's Diſpoſements in 
Things of a /awer Concern: He did not create the Earth in 
vain; (i. e. to ſtand empty and void, as at its firſt Formation) 
nor the ſeveral Quarters thereof to be inhabited definitely, 
by fome Nation or other, who ſhould happen to get Poſſeſ- 
fion of them: But, He divided to the Nations their Inherj- 
tance, and the bounds of their Habitation+. Mount Seir was 
given to Ejau, and Ar to the Children of Lott: Each Na- 
tion had its Limits ſtaked out, and this from the Days of 
— And if we * of Mm Gon, _ of 
ime in Eternity; his. ſe to and brin . 
J urpoſe to form g form Fuſe 

Now, 


Nations muſt needs be as early, as to create and furn 

Parts of the World which they ſhould inhabit. 

Earthly Settlements being of trivial Moment to the Heavenly 

Manſions; it feems a good Conſequent, That if yet parti- 
| : E 4 | | cular 


2 Theſ. ii. 13. + Deut. xxxii. 8, Ads xvii. 26, + Deut. 
tl. 5, 9. | | 
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cular Nations were fore-appointed for particular Provinces 
on Earth; much more ſhould particular Perſons be deſignꝰd 
for theſe particular Manſions in Heaven: And, if either 
were appointed firſt: it muſt be the Perſons: For, the Sab- 
bath was made for Man, and not Man far the Sabbath. Hea- 
ven was made at the Beginning of the World; but Election 


was before. 


The Domeſtics of Gop's Houſe, or Place of Glory, are 
a ſacred State or Order of Kings and Prigſs; and each Indi- 
vidual Perſon hath his Place or Apartment ſet out for him. 
T hoſe glorious Places were not prepared for Believers inde- 
fountely; but for certain determinate Perſons particularly : The 
Twelve Apoſtles ſhall have their Twelve Thrones, and each 
One his own. This is evident by our Savioun's Anſwer to 
the, Mother of Zebedee's Children; To. fit on my Right Hand, - 
and on my left, is not mine to give; but it fhall be given to them 
for whom it is prepared of my. Naber . If for - Believers | 
indefinitely, why not for theſe two, Brethren eſpecially ſince 
they firſt made Requeſt for them The Truth is, thoſe Pla- 
ces were not now to be diſpoſed of; it was determined who 
ſhould have them, long before, even from the Foundation" of 
the Horld +. The Scope of this Anſwer was not to ſhew, 
that the Places requeſted for, were prepared far Bekevers inde- 
finitely; (for theſe were Believers who made Requeſt far them) 
but that they were appointed for certain particular Perſons, and 
they muſt have them. Much might be added, in Confirma- 
tion hereof: But, by theſe (I hope) it is clear, that Election is 
Perſmal, and from Eternity. , 
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V. Elim is in ChRIST, Or, The Eklat were choſen & 
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It was requiſite, the New Covenant ſhould have an Head 
and Mediator, as well as the Old; That Righteouſneſs and 
Life might flow from Him into all the Elect Seed, as Sin and 
Death had done from Adam: In which reſpect, CarisT and 
he are ſet forth as Parallels, in Romans iji. from ver. 12 to 21. 
The Benefits which the Elect were choſen unto, they are 
made Partakers of by their Union with CHRIST: He is the 
Root in whom the Fuln:ſs dwells. Not only the Foundation 


on 
Mat. xxv. 23. + Ch. xx. 34. 


* 
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on which the Church is built; but the Rack which affords 
all the ſpiritual Materials of the heavenly Temple; even the 
Cement that holds one Part to another, and the whole an 
Himſelf: and this by Virtue of the Decree. For, we are 
to conſider, that there is a decretiue Union before the actual: 
and the one influenceth the other into being : And that as 
really, as the determined Death of CHrrisT did the Salvation 
of thoſe who died before Him. Though CHR ISH be not the 
Cauſe of Election, yet He is the grand Means, by whom we 
obtain the Bleſſedneſs we are choſen unto: By Him it is, 
that we have acceſs unto that Grace wherein we land, Rom. v. 
2. And we ſhall find, that the Epiltles generally, when they 
ſpeak of the great Things relating to Salvation, do ftill bring 
in CHRIST as the Perſon principally concerned about it. Sal- 
vation (indeed) is Gif, it is perfectly free; yet not to be 
had, but in CHRIST : It comes upon us through his Righteouſueſs : 
As 7 one's Diſobedience many were made Sinners; ſo by the 
Righteouſneſs. of one (by Means of their Oneneſs with Him) 
ſhall many be made Righteous, Rom. v. 18, 19. Mankind 
(by their Apoſtacy in Adam) had deftroy'd in themſelves the 
whole of that Principle, which would have led them to Gob, 
as their Life and Blefſedneſs: and had (withal) contracted 
ſuch an Enmity againſt Him, and Repugnaney to all Over- 
tures for returning to Him; and this Gulph was ſo fixed) 
as would for ever have kept Gop and us aſunder, had not 
that bleſſed Project of CBuſmg in Chxls r been ſet on foot ta 
diſſolve it. It could not be done by any created Power; nor 
could Creatufes ſo much as propound a Way fer it: And if 
they could, who durſt fo harden himſelf, as to mention the 
Thing, which only could do it! But the great Gon bleſſed 
for ever, He finds out a Way for it: And the ſame Love 
that ordain'd to eternal Life, would alſo put it in fuch a 
Way, as ſhould ſurely take Effect. And to this End, (vis. 
that thoſe ordained to Salvation, might be both rightfully 
entitled thereto, and ſucceſſuelyj brought into it) they were put 
into CHRIST by Election : He was the chief and eminent Elect 
One; the Fir/t-born and Prince of the Family; and all the 
El: beſides were given to Him, as younger Brethren, to be 
maintained upon his Inheritance. It is plain to Him that 
reads, that the whole of Salvation was laid upon CRISH; that 
He bears up the Pillars of it, and that all Shoulders elſe had 
been too weak: He is both the Means and Center, 1 


1 
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and in whom, Gop will have all Things gathered 
in one. He was made Gop with us, that we might be made 
One in Gop; as appears by the Scope of his Prayer in the 
xviith of Jahn. In Him the FArHER is well pleaſed; and 
out of Him there is nothing pleaſing to Gop, or eternally 
good for Men: We are therefore ſaid to be choſen in Him , 
to be called in Him + , to be created in Him f, to on 
in Him 8; and in Him to be =_— with all ſpiritual Blefſmgs ||. 
Bleſſings in themſelves would not be fo to us, if not in 
Cnr1sT ; and being in Him, all Things are turned into Bleſ- 
fings to us: For, now nothing can come at vs, but as coming 
through Him: And whatever ſo comes, is tintured by his di- 
vine Excellence, and made propitious to us: And hereby it is, 
that the Thing we were choſen unto, is Fectually and mfal- 
libly provided for. There be divers good Reaſons and Ends for 
Gov's chuſing the Elect in ChnIs T. As, _ 


Arg. 1. That by bringing in Man's Reftoration this Way, 
He might (as it were) baffle his great Adverſary, and out-ſhoot 
Him in his own Bow: And it well became the Wiſdom and 
Grace of Gon, thus to do, The Devil thought, by poifon- 
ing the Root, to vitiate and ruin the whole Stec and Pro- 
geny, and he failed not of his Deſign, The Logo would 
therefore retrieve that Ruin, by-.putting his Elect into an 
Head wncapable of Degeneracy; and not only recqyer' them, 
hut bring them into a better Eſtate than that they had Joſt : 
He would fet up a Men that ſhould be too hard for the De- 
vil, and be able both to deſtroy him, and diſſolve his Harks; 
and He hath accordingly done it. In which Method of 
Man's Recyyery is a great Anſwerableneſs to the Method 
of his Ruin. And it is a Thing the Lonůp would have us 
to mind, as appears by the Parallel before-mentioned, Rom. 
iii. 12, 21. 

Arg. 2. That by ſhewing us his Righteouſneſs in the 
Way and Manner of our Recovery, we might the more rea- 
dily ſubſcribe to his Eighteouſneſs in the Imputation of Adam's 
Sin: For, without a Sight and Knowledge of the One, we 
cannot with any Heartineſs ſubmit to the Other. Hence, 
ſome (in their too bold Arguings againſt Election) have al- 


ledged, 


* Eph. i. 4. + Phil. iii. 14. f Eph, ii. 10. ide verte 1. 
Epb. i. 137 a 2 
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ledged, That whas Adam did was without their Conſent: But 
will they abide by this Allegation? In the Matter of 
each ſingle Perſon ſtood in the Place of the whole Nation; an 
ſo on the Treſpaſs of one, Wrath came upon all: Yet had 
not that confident People the Hardineſs to plead, that Achan's 
Act concern'd not them; they did not conſent to it? But 
let them take Heed, leſt while 1 thus excuſe themſelves 
from Adam's Sin, do not by Parity of Reaſon, ſeclude 
themſelves from the Righteouſneſs of CHRIS] ſince the ſet- 
ting up the ſecond Adam, was as much without their Conſent, 
as the Fir. | 

Arg. 4 If the Elect had not been in CHRIST, the Satis- 
faction He undertook for Sinners could not have availed them. 
As Adam's Sin could not have been ours, if not in Him; fs 
neither the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, if not in Him. Di- 
vine Juſtice could not have puniſhed Him for us, nor abſolv- 
ed us through Him; we could not have been juſtified and re- 
conciled by the Blood of his Croſs, had not He ſuſtained 
our Perſons, and ſtood in our ſtead: Another Act cannot be 
mine, either in Profit or Loſs, if there be not a legal Oneneſs 
between us. | oo 

Arg. 4. If not in Chyr1sT, we could not have been ſanc- 
tified, The Lump was ſanctified in the firſt Fruits; and fo 
is the Church in CHRIST. The wild Olive Nature could nat 
be ſuppreſt and changed, but by grafting into the true ®. A 
Man cannot be natzrally born, but from Adam, as his natural , 
Head; and as impoflible it is to be born again, without a like 
relative Union to CHRIST as our Spiritual Head. There's no 
being a New Creature but by being in CyrIsT : They that are 
* unto the LoRD, (and on only) are one Spirit with Him+. 
The Branch muſt be in the Vine, before it's Sap can be de- 
rived into it: He that ſanctifigth, and they that are ſanctified, 
muſt be one. There muſt be a Contract, (a Touching of 
Him) before this Virtue can come from Him: For, the Pro- 
miſes being all made to CHRIS ;, cannot deſcend to us, but 
as being in Him; tis That makes us Heirs of Promiſe : The 
HoLy GHrosT, in whom all Promiſes are virtually contained, 
is ſhed upon us thro JESUS CHRISTS. 

Arg. 5. Laſtly, By this chuſing in CarisT, Salvation it- 
ſelf, is invincibly ſecured ; and could not otherwiſe, The Firſt 

Adam 


1 Cor. i. 2.—Rom. xi. 16, 17, + 1 Cor. vi. 17. 2 Cor. v. 
17. 1 Gal. iii. 16. F Tit. iii. 6. 


64 A Practical Diſcourſe : 
Adam had but a conditional Life; it depended on his Own 
onal Obedience, and therefore ſubject to lofing: And 
he kept it, he could have derived to us but the ſame that 
himſelf had ; which ftill muſt have been a mutable State : 
(For, this Adam, while a public Perſon, and as ſuch, could 
not be ſaid to be in CyHrIsT; if he had, he ſhould not have 
fell) but the ſecond Adam hath Life in Himſelf “, and that 
abſolutely : He is the Prince of Life +, and Implantation unto 
Him inſpires his Branches with his own Life. And the Law 
of that Spirit of Life in Him, makes free from the Law of Sin 
and Death 1. He that thus hath the SON, hath Life &, and ſball 
haue it more abunaantly |. Becauſe He lives, they ſhall live alſo ©. 
It is a Bottom that cannot miſcarry : As they are ſanct iſied in 
CnrisT Jesus, ſo in Him they are preſerved **, To this 
End, It pleaſed the FATHER, that in ſhould all Fulneſs 
dwell ++ ; and to put thoſe He would fave into Him as their 
Head; that being inceſſantly influenced from an immortal 
Root, they might effectually be kept from withering and fall- 
ing off; and grow up to that State and Glory they were de- 
ſigned for by Election. This is the Grand Record, and Ground 


our Safety, That GoD hath given to us Eternal Life ;, and this 
Life ij in his Son bf. 


Having gone theſe Steps towards the Compaſs and Extent 
of Election; it concerns us to know, where this broad River 
hath its Head ; What Rock it is, that this immenſe Fabrick 
is built upon; leſt we give the Honour of it to another: or 
endanger ourſelves by ſettling on a wrong Foundation; To 


ſhew which is the Scope of the laſt Particular under this ge- 
neral Head: viz. | | 


VI. That Elertion is founded upon Grace; Or, The good Plea- 


fare of Gop's Will, is the only original Cauſe and Motive of 
fon. 


Electien is a Promotion that cometh neither from the Eaſt, 
nor from the Weſt, or South, but from Gop; Who as He 
| — 


* John v. 26. + Acts iii. 13. f Rom. viii. 2. 51 my v. 
12, | John x. 10. 1 Ch. xiv. 19, “ Jude ver. 1, f+ Col. 
i. 19. ft 1 John v. 11. a 
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puts down one, and ſets up another; ſo ſome He chuſeth, and 
others He paſſes by, as ſeemeth Him ; and none can ſay 
to Him, What doeſt thou? Or, Why haſt thou made me 
thus ? For Election, as it always ſuppoſeth a greater Number 
out of which the Choice is made, fo an arbitrary Power in 
Him that chuſeth, to chuſe whom He will, without giving 
Account to any for what He doth. But the Ground or. Motive 
of Divine Election is very different from the Manner of Men: 
For they commonly pitch upon things for ſome natural Aptneſs 
of them for their Works ; they will not take a knotty, cr 

| grain'd, or Wind-ſhaken Piece of Timber; to make a Pillar 
of State: But the Lorp pitches upon ſuch, (and ſuch to 
chuſe) the 7 * weak, fooliſh Things of the World; the 
worſt of „and Chief of Sinners. The Inſtances of Paul, 
Manaſſeh, Mary Magdalen, and others, make it evident: And 
of theſe He is pleaſed to make lively Images of his Sox, and 
Pillars for the Houſe ef Gop, (Columns of State indeed) where- 
on to write his own Name; to manifeſt thereby his Sovereign 
ty, Holineſs, Wiſdom, Power, Righteouſneſs, and Free Grace 
to Eternity. 


o 


The Lord's Way and Method in bringing his Sons to 
Glory, is the beſt Demonſtration of the right Order of 
Cauſes: For tho' there be a Concurrence of many Things, 
as Cauſes and Effects, one of another, yet if obſerved in 
their Order, they will ſtill lead us up to the good Pleaſure of 
Gop, as firſt and ſupreme, and Independent. And 
this I term the only original Cauſe of Election, to ſhut out 
all Works and Worthineſs of Men, from being any Way 
Cauſal, Influential, or Motive thereto; and ſo from ſhari 
in the Glory of Grop's Grace, which He is very jealous of, 
and will not impart to any. The New Teſtament-Current 
runs evidently this Way, making the whole of Salvation, 
both Means and End, to depend expreſly on the Divine 
Will. I is your Father's Pleaſure to give you the King- 
dam *: Thou haſt bid Things from the Wiſe, and re- 
vealed them to Babes; For fo it ſeemed good in thy Sight . 
A Remmant according to the Election of Grace 1: Predefdi- 
tinate to the Adoption of Children, according to the good Plea- 
ſure of his Will$: Redemption alſo, and Forgiveneſs of Sims, 

according 


Luke xii, 32. Ch. x. 21, f Rom. xi.5. Eph. i. 5. 
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accor ding to the Riches of his Grace , (the ſame Grace that 
elefted :) The making known the My/t his Will: This alfo 
is according to that his Pleaſure which he hath purpe d in 
Himſelf +. Yea, all the Operations of Gon, or us, 
us, or by us, they All have their Riſe from the ſame 
| and are Carried by the ſame Rule: He worketh all 
Things after the Counſel of his own Will ft. And for the Old 
Teſtament, you have it ſufficiently exemplified there in the 
Inſtances before given, and eſpecially touching the Ground 
of Gep's Love to the People of Iſrael; (who, in that Re- 
ſpect, were the Archtype of the Spiritual Election) viz. That 
his own good Pleaſure was the only Cauſe of his chuſing them 
above other Nations; He loved them becauſe He loved t . 
And, which is yet more, the Election of CHRIST Himſelf 
was of Grace : It pleaſed the Father, that in Him (the Man Jz- 
sus) ſhould all Fulneſs dwell, Col. i. 19. 


And good Reaſons there are, why Election ſhould be 
founded upon Grace; and why it could not, with reſpect 
either to Gop's Glory, or the Ele&'s Security, be founded 


otherwiſe. And, 


Arg. 1. Is from the Sovereignty of Gop ; whoſe Will being 
the Supreme Law admits not a Co-ordinacy, much leſs will it 
ſtand with Sovereign Power to be regulated by the Will of 
another. That would be. a Contradiftion to Swereignty; for 
that which regulates muſt be ſuperiour to that which is re- 
gulated by it. Sovereign Princes (to ſhew their Prerogative) 
affirm their Acts of Grace to be of their own meer Motion: 
And their Grants are reputed the more authentick, bein 
ſo expreſt. The like we find in Scripture frequently af” 
cribed to GoD ; that He will have Mercy on whom He will 
have Mercy\|; that He worketh all Things (not by Motives 
from without, but) after the Counſel of his own Wille ; 
that It is not of Men's Willing or Running; but of GoD who 
ſhewing Mercy ** And indeed, his own meer Motion was 
both a nobler and firmer Conſideration, than any Deſert on 
the Creature's Part. When the World had been drowned 
for their obdurate Impenitency, the few that remained were 


* Eph. i. ver. 7. + Ver. 9. 1 Ver. 11. {\ Dent. vn. 8. 
and ix. 4. and x. 15. || Rom. ix. 18. 4 Eph. i. 11. Rom. 
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as bad as before; and thoſe that ſhould come after the Law 
foreſaw would be the ſame. One would think, now, the 
natural Reſult of this Experiment ſhould be, I will utterly cut 
them off, and be troubled with them no more: But the Lonn's 
Thoughts are not aur Thoughts; He argues and concludes 
in another Mode; I will not again any more Cur the Ground far 
Man's Sake. And He is pleaſed to give the /ame Reaſon here 
why He will not, as before why He would; as is ſeen by com- 
paring Gen. vi. 5, and 7. with Chap. viii. 21. See alſo the 
Inſtance of God's dealing with Ephraim; He was wrath with 
him, and /mote him; and Ephraim ſo far from relenting, that 
he went on frowardly; (i. e. ſtubbornly, as reſolved in this 
Courſe) I hid me (ſays the Lok p) and was wrath ® > This, 
one would think, if Ephraim had in him but a Spark of 7 2 

cer 


* 


nuity, or Love to himſelf, ſhould have moved him to 
his Courſe: But what cares Ephraim / He fill kept the ſame 
Way; and it was the Way of his Heart; not an mcon 
Pet, or ſudden Temptation, but natural and fixed: All which 
the LorD ſes and conſiders, and having laid all together, re- 
ſolves to heal him, and _ Comforts to him f. On the other 
Hand, Thoſe good Souls who feared the LorD, and _— 
Voice of his Servants, they yet walked in Darkneſs, and no 
Light 1. Ye may be ſure, they would gladly have under- 
ttood their Condition, (namely, that they were ſuch as feared 
the Lox p:) Their Will could not be wanting to a Thing fo 
greatly importing their Comfort; nor were 8 Idle in ub 
ing for it; they walked, though in the Dar#, but could not 
walk themſelves out of it; they are ſtill as they were, they 
had no Light. By theſe different Examples it is evident that 
the” Sovereignty of Gop {till keeps the Throne, and his Dif- 
penſements of Mercy, whether in Purpoſe or in Act, are not 
overned by the Wilh of Men: They are Things too low to 
Counſellors to Gop. And if it be thus in things of a low- 
er Concernment, much more in that great Buſineſs of Eternal 
Flection; which is the ſublimeſt Act of · Sovereign Power; 
For Non-Election is not a Puniſhment, but the witholding of 
a free Favour, which Gon, as Sovereign Loxp, may juſtly 
deny to one Sinner, while He gives it to another. And yyt 
this hinders not, but that every Xlan, at laſt, ſhall be judged 
according to his Works. 


. 


. Arg. 2. 
* Ta, lo. 16. + Verie 18, 3 Ifa. I. 10. 4 
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Ar. 2. Elftion muſt be founded only upon Grace, becauſe 
Grace and Works are inconſiſtent in the Cauſe of Salvation. 
The Scripture is very cautelous of admigting any thing as a 
Concomitant with Grace in this Matter; although it be a 
thing that doth alway accompany Grace, and that without 
which a Man cannot be ſaved. The Apoſtle puts them in 
Oppolition, and is very intent on the Argument, as a Thing 
of great Moment, in Romans xi. Where firſt he ſhews, that 
amidſt that general Defection of the Jewiſh Nation, there 
ſtill was a Remnant whom Gop had reſerved; theſe he terms, 
The Foreknown, Verſe 2. and in the 7th Verſe he calls them 
plainly, The Election: And then, left any ſhould aſcribe it to 
a falſe Cauſe (as in that parallel Caſe he reſembles it to,) viz. 
T hat they had not bowed the Knee to Baal, but ſtuck to the true 
Religion when others fell off; he tells us, No; their Electian 
was founded upon Grace: And as for Works, they had no 
Place in the Cauſality of it. By Grace he means the free Fa- 
our of Gop, who is not moved by any Thing without Him- 
ſelf; but what He does He does freely, without Reſpect to 
Men's Deſert: Nay, their Undeſert rather, is an expedient 
Conſideration in this Act of Grace. By Works I underſtand 
all that Self-Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs, Conformity to the 
Law, or whatever elſe is performable by Men. Theſe (viz. 
Grace and Works) he proves as inconſi as Contraries can 
de; and that the lea Mixture would vary the Kind: If but 
4 Scruple of Works be taken in, Grace is no more Grace; for, 
to him that worketh, is the Reward not reckoned of Grate, but e 
Dot, Rom. iv. 4. Grace and Faith are well agreed; th 
both have the Scope and Eng: But Grace and Works have 
always claſhed : The ſetting up of the one, is the depeſing of 
the other: Either the Art muſt out, or Dagen down; one 
Temple cannot hold them both. To the ſame_Effect is the 
Drift of that Diſcourſe in Gal. v. It appears from As xv. 1. 
that ſome there were who taught a Neceflity of Circumciſion ; 
as without which they could not be ſaved : Seemingly willing 
they were to admit of CRHRISH, ſo they might join Circum- 
cifion with Him, and keeping the Law of Moſes: But this 
dangerous daubing with Things unmixable, our holy Apoſtle 
could not brook ; both as cting on the Honour of his 
Mafter, and undermining their only Foundation; and there- 
fore to keep thega from, or bring them off that perilous 
Wickſand, he tells them expreſly, theſe two cannot ſtand 


together 
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together in that Matter: For if they be circumciſed, they are 
Debtors to the whale Law, and CHRIST is become of none Effe} 
to them, becaule they are fallen from Grace. It is as if he had 
ſaid, If you take in any Part (though never ſo little) of le- 

Obſervances; as neceſſary to your being juſtified, ye for- 
eit the whole Benefit of Goſpel-Grace: The Grace of CursT 
is ſufficient for you; He is a SAvIouR compleat in Himſelf; 
and if you look a but aſquint) at any thing elſe, it is a 
renouncing of Him. He will be a SAvioux altogether, or 
not at all; and therefore he tells them again, and that with 


5 


a kind of Vehemency, That if they be circumaſed, CurIST 
Pall profit them wething, Gal. v. 2. ht 


And as a Man may not put in his Claim for Juſtification 
on Account of his Works, fo neither of his Faith, as if that 
were materially, or meritoriouſly Cauſal of Juſtification ; For 
Faith itſelf, as it is the Believer's Act, comes under the No- 
tion of a Work. Let us therefore conſider what Part it is 
that Faith holds in this Matter; left while we caſt our Works, 
as not ſtanding with Grace, we make a Work of Faith. It 
is Faith's Office to make the Soul live wholly on the Power 
and Grace of another ; which is to renounce Self-ability, as 
much as Self- deſert: To apprehend that Righteouſneſs by 
which Grace juſtifies , not only to be juſtified thereby u 
our Believing, but to work in us even that Faith by which 
we 1 it *. He that will be ſaved, muſt come, not 
only as an ungodl Perſon, but as a Man without Streng J. | 

as ſuch (in himſelf) he muſt come to be juſtified freely 

by the Grace of Gop f. For in Him (only) can he have 
Strength to believe, even as Righteouſneſs upon his believingh: 
He muſt reckon himſelf an ungodly Man, to the very Inſtapt 
of his Juſtihcation. The Juſt indeed, ſhall live by Faith; 
but it is not his own Faith, or Act of Believing, that he lives 
by, though not without it; which alſa ſeems to be the Apoſ- 
tle's Meaning, where he ſays, The Life that I now live, I live 

the Faith of the SON of God: And live, yet not I, but 

HRIST {7 in ne. Where Note, That as Faith is the 
Life of a Believer, ſo CRHRIsT is the Life of his Faith; and 
he lives on CHRIST, by has. - of CarisrT's living in him. 


Notwithſtanding 


* Rom. v. 2. + ch. v. 6. f ch. iii. 24. + Ifa. xlv. 24 
Cal. ü. 20. 
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Notwithſtanding all which, it is evidently true, and meſt 
conſtantly be afficm'd, that Grace and J/orks will ſtill be to- 
gether in the Way of Salvation ; (the one doth not extinguiſh 
or exclude the other) only not as Coll-agues or Toynt-Cauſers 
thereof; but rather as a H/orkman and his Tools which him- 
ſelf firſt makes, am! then works with them. By Grace ye are 
ſaved through Faith; and that nat of your ſelves, it is the Gift of 
309 “. T. en this believing or acting Faculty is a Creature 
of Grace s raiſing up; and therefore, in the Throne tis meet 
that Grace ſhould be above it. Hort: therefore, how 
ſoever, are not the Cauſe of Salvation; and if fo, then not 
the Cauſe of Election; for this indeed is the Cauſe of them 
bath: And IWWirks, if right and truly good, will always be 
ready to own their Original, and to keep in their own Ba 
where alſo they will be moſt conſiderable, and do the beſt 
Service. 


Arg. 3. That Elim has no other Foundation but the 
ood Pleaſure of God's Will, is turther argued from Man's 
— to afford any Ground or Motive to Gop, for ſuch 
a Gift. Adam od not fo long as to beget a Son in his firſt 
Image: It is ſeen by his Firſt-born Cain, what all his natural 
Seed would naturally be. And though ſome do preſume to 
magnify Man, and to ſpeak of him at another Rate; yet evi- 
dent it is by Scripture-light, and the Experience of thoſe re- 
newed, that Man fallen is poor, blind, naked, and at Enmity 
with all that is truly good; and that he is never more diſtant 
from Gop and his own Happineſs, than while in high 
Thoughts of himſelf, glorying in his own Underffanding, 
Strength, Worthineſs, 2 of Will, Improvement of 
Common Grace, and the like: For theſe make him proud 
and preſumptuous, and to have ſlight Thoughts of that ſpe- 
cial and peculiar Grace, by which he muſt (if ever) be re- 
newed and ſaved. But the Lox D Himſelf (who beſt knows 
him) reports the Matter quite otherwiſ:; (and we know that 
His Witneſs is true) viz. That all the Imaginaticzs of their 
Heart are or ly evil continually + : T hat their inward Part is very 
WW.ckedneſs t: That every Man is brutiſb in his Knowledge; alto- 
gether hrutiſb and fooliſh; yea, even their . that is, the 
very beſt and moit intelligent among them: That their Hearts 
are 


* Fph. ii. 8. + Gen. vi. 3: + Pfalm v. 9. 6 Jer. x. 
8, 14, 21. | 
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are full of Madneſs * I iſe to do evil, but to do have no 
Und alive, 22 . 400 it was not thus . the 
Gentile Nations, who were left to walk in their own Way; 
but even with the Jews, who had all the Means of becomin 

better that could be devitedj, (excepting that of ſpecial Ele&- 
ing Grace, which took in but a Remnant :) They were called 
Jews, refted in the Law, made their b:aft of Go, knew his 
Will, approved the Things that were excellent, tyere con that 
they were a Guide to the Blind, and a Light to them that were in 
Darkneſs, Inflruftors of the Fadliſh, Teachers f Babes . And 
yet all this while, and in the midſt of all theſe high Attain- 
ments, did not teach themſelves: And where they are ranked 
together, he proves them to be Ai] under Sin, nome Righteous, 
none that under flandeth, none that ſecketh after Gop, none that 
daeth good, no not one |. Yea, this Depravement of Nature 
was fo decp and indelibly fixed, that the LORD Himſelf tells 
them, The Blackamoor might as ſoon change his Skin, as they learn 
to do well . All which, with abundantly more, beſpeaks a 
Condition extremely remote from yielding a Cauſe or Motive 


for this bleſſed Election, 
Arg. 4. If Gop's Love to Men had its Riſe from their 


Love to Him, it would not have that ſingular Eminency in 
it, that is juſtly aſcrib'd to it: Gop % loved the World! . 
So, as not to be expreſt; So, as not to be parallell'd ; So, as 
not to be underſtood, until we come to that State wherein we 
ſhall know as we are known ; nor then neither fully, b-cauſe it 
is Infinite. By this it is that Gop's Love to Men is fo high- 
ly celebrated: H:rein is Love; Not that we loved God, but 
that Gon led us +4. And, Bch.11 what Manner of Love the 
FATHER had beſtowed ujon usyt? Which ſurely then is 
not after the manner of Men; for even Publicans do ſo SF; 
and Sinners love thoſe that loue them I: But to love Enemies, 
and while Enemies; (as to love a Wife that is an Adultereſs; 
and fo to love her, as to win her Heart back again) this is 

Gop's Love to his Choſen. 
But, notwithſtanding theſe Scriptures (w.th many others) 
ſeem purpoſely written to obviate ſuch Conceptions as would 
= | feign 


* Ecclel. ix. 3. + Jer. iv. 22. f Iſa. v. 4. J Rom. ii. 7, 


to 21. || chap. iii. 10, to18, 1 Jer. xiii. 23. ** John iu. 16. 
+t x Jo 2 


vi. 3a. 


n iv. 10. f chap. iii. 1. 5% Matt. v. 46. || Luke 
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feign our loading of Gop to be the Ground and Motive of his 
Love to us; yet, great Endeavours there are to farther Elec- 
tion upon foreſeen Faith and Mortis, which that they call 
the Covenant of Grace, has (they ſay) qualified and capa- 
citated all Men for; and which certain more pliant, ingenu- 
ous and induſtrious Perſons (as they ſpeak) would attain un- 
to, by the Helps they have in common with other Men: 
But this has cn of Electian is excepted againſt, as bein 
not rightly reduced: For, 1. Men having (in Adam) diveſte 
themſelves of all that was holy and good, the Lorp could 
not foreſee in them any thing of J/orth or Deſireableneſs, but 
what Himſelf ſhould work in them anew, and that of pure 
race and Favour; for Sin and Deformity could not be Mo- 
tives of Love. And that the Elect (of themſelves) were in 
no wiſe better than other Men, is evident by the Scriptures 
late quoted; where the HoLy Ghost aflerting the univerſal 
Depravement of Human Nature, exempts not one. But if 
ſuch excellent and diſtinguiſhing Qualifications as Faith and 
Holineſs had been for-feen, (and fo imputable to them) the 
SPIRIT of Truth would not have rank'd them even with the 
Children of Wrath *, as He doth. But, 2. If they were 
otherwiſe, what could they add unto Gop? Or whereby 
could they oblige Him? Fe reſpetteth not that are Wiſe in 
Heart +. If thou be Righteous, what 1 Him t? And, 
Who hath prevented me (ſays the Lok D) that I ſhould repay 
Him & (i. e.) Who is he that is beforehand with Gop, in 
doing ought that might induce his Favour? He regardeth not 
Perſons, nor taketh Rewards || : He is nat propitious to any for 
what they can do for Him, or bring to Him. Take Paul for 
an Inſtance: He walked up to the Light he had; was blame- 
leſs; lived in all good Conſcience; knew no evil by himſelf 
(a-rare Degree of legal Righteouſneſs!) But that it was not 
this moved Go to make him a Cheſen Veſſel, he thankfully 
acknowledgeth, with Self-abaſement, upon every Occaſion g. 
3. Faith fellows Election: Gop reſpects the Perſon before 
bis Offering. But was not Abel reſpected as a Believer, and 
his Offering for his Faith? Yea, but that Faith of his was 
not the primary Cauſe of Gop's reſpecting him. If Abel's 
Perſon had not been reſpected firſt, Abel had never been a Be- 


liever: 


* Eph. ii. 3. + Job xxxvii. 24. { ch. xxxv. 7. 9 ch. xli. 14. 
Deut. x. 17. 1 Tit. iii. 5» 1 Tim. i. 14, 15. | 
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liever: For, Faith is the Vor and Gift of Gon; and, ac- 
cording to the Courſe of all Judicious Agents, he that will 
work, muſt firſt pitch on the Subject he will work upon; and 
he that gives, on the Perſon he will give unto. Beſides, Abel 
could do nothing before he believ'd, that might move Gon to 
give him Faith; for, till then he was in the Fleſh, and they 
that are in the Flyh cannot pleaſe Gon : Therefore it could 
not be Ahel's foreſeen Faith that was the Cauſe of God's re- 
ſpecting hm. The Scripture ſpeaks oft of Iron- ſinew'd Necks, 
and Brazen Brows; and of Men's being in their Blood, when 
the Lozp ſaid, They ſhould live As alſo, that Gop loved Ja- 
cob before he had done any good thing; and that the Saints 
love Gop becauſe he loved them . : But no where of fore- 
ſeen Farth and Holineſs, as the Cauſe and Ground of Gop's 
Love to Men. 4. Faith and Holineſs are Middle Things: 
They are neither the Foundation nor Top-ſtone of Elegtion. 
They are to ſovereign Grace as Stalks and Branches are to 2 
Root; by which the Root conveys its Virtues into its princi- 
pal Fruit. Eph. ii. 8. By Grace ye are ſaved, through Fauh, 
2 Theſ. ii. 13. Choſen to Salvation through Santtification of 
the Sp1RIT, and Behef of the Truth. They are no more the 
Cauſe of Election, than the Means of an End are the firſt 
Cauſe of Purpofing that End: Nay, no more than Tatnat's 
Propenfion (or Averſion rather) to build the Temple, and to 
provide Sacrifices for the Gon L Heaven, was the Cauſe of 
Darius his Decree, that thoſe Things ſhould be done, and 
that by him f. 5. If Men be predeſtinate to Faith and Holi- 
neſs, as they are t, then were not ſeen to be ſo qualified, 
before that Predeſtination: Or if they were, then their Elec-- 
tion (as to that Particular) would ſeem impertinent. "There 
can no rational Account be given, why Men foreſeen to be 
fuch, ſhould be ſo ſolemnly predeſtinate thereto. Beſides, if 
Salvation be the * Product of Faith and Holineſs, 
according to John v. 24. He that believeth hath everlaſting 
Life and (hall not come into Condemnation: 1 Pet. i. 9. Re- 
cerving the End of your Faith, the Salvation of your Souls: Then 
to ordain to Salvation thoſe foreſeen to be ſo qualified, would 
ſeem a Thing both needleſs and inſignificant : It would look 
tike the ſending of Men where they would have gone of them- 
22 ſelves. 


* Rom. viii. 8. Heb. xi. 6, + Ezra v, and vi. chap. 
t Rom. viii. 29, 30. 1 Pet. i. 2. | 
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ſelves. Such ſapleſs, irregular and injudicious Notions are 
very unworthy that celebrious and ever adorable Act of Pre- 
deſtination: And if duly weighed, would ſet us further off 
from the Doctrine of Self-advancement, which ſtands in point- 
blank Oy poſition to the Doctrine of Gop's Grace. 


Arg. 8 It could not ſtand with the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of Gop, to found the Salvation of his People on a fal- 
lible Bottom: which it would certainly be, if dependent on 
any thing befides his own immutable Will. For, whatever 
it was that Election had Being from, by that alſo it muſt be 
maintain'd : What then would become of it, if built on that 
Goodneſs which is as the Marning Claud and early Dew * ? 
The Creature's Will, even in a State of Perfection, was too 
flight and fickle a thing to build this eternal Weight upon: 
And if Man at his bel Eſtate was Vanity, how much more 
afterwards, when ſo ſtrong a Bent to Vanity came upon his 
Will? 


Arg. 6. To derive Election from any Root beſides the 
20d Pleaſure of Gor, is to fruſtrate the principal End of 
Man's Salvation; viz. The Glry of Gon's Grace . This 
Attribute (of all the reit) he will not have eclipſed, nor in- 
trenched upon: *Tis fo divinzly ſacred, as not to admit the 
leaſt human Touch: For which very Cauſe, the Lord hath 
fo contrived that bleſſed Deſign and Plot of his Glory, that 
all Boaſting is excluded; and no Fleſh ſhall glory in his * t. 
But, if any thing in the Creature be entitled to the Cauſality 
of Election, Flaſb will glory; and inſtead of excludin an's 
Boaſting, Grace it ſelf will be excluded  : which is Fir from 


a Glorifying of it I would here refoive a Query or two, . 


which ſome have urg'd from Scripture : As, 


1. How can this Doctrine fland twith the general Love and good 
Fill of Gop towards Men; who, "tis ſaid, will have all 
to be ſaved? 1 Tim. ii. 4. 2 Pet, iii, . 


Arfw. 1. If the Word A be taken univerſally, it takes 
in Unbelievers as well as others; (which cannot þe the Mean- 


ing: 
„ Hoſea vi. 4. + Eph. i. 6. and ii. 7. f 1 Cor. i. 29. 
& Rom. xi. 0. | 
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ing: ) Therefore the literal Senſe of Words is not to be reſt- 
ed on, when the like Phraſe of Speech elſewhere uſed, or 
evident Scop? of the ſame or other Scripture, agrees not to 
it: The Deſign an! Current of the whole * guide the 
Conſtruction of particular Parts. 2. Tho' the Doctrine of 
general Love will not ſtand with that of ſpecial Eleftion ; yet 
the Doctrine of ſpecial Election will ſtand without That, 
and againſt it. For, there is nothing more plain, than that 
there is an Electian of Men to Salvation; as alſo, that the 
genuine Import of Election, is, to chuſe One ar more out of 
many: Which neceſſarily implies the leaving or not chu/mg 
of ſome; and conſequently, the Not willing of Salvation to 
all, Univerfa!/;, 3. The Will of Gop cannot be reſiſted; 
becauſe with his willing the End, He wills alſo the Means; 
and thoſe ſuch as ſhall c::mpaſs his End. Ja. xlvi. 10. 

Counſel hall land, I will do all my Pleaſure, i. e. That J pleaſe 
to will, that I will have done. 4. The Apoſtle is not here 
diſcourſing the Extent of God's ſpecial Love; whether ail Men 
Untverſaily are intereſted in it: But exhortiag Believers to a 
general Duty, viz. To give Thanks for Kings, and all in Au- 
thority; becauſe of the — we have by Government: 
And to fro for them; not only for their peaceable governing 
of us; but if otherwiſe, that Gop would turn their Hearts, 
and make them Nurſing Fathers to his Church: And to in- 
force the Duty, tells us, there is no Degree nor State of Men 
exempted from Salvation: Gop hath choſen ſome of every 
Sort; and therefore we ought not to ſhut any out of our 
Prayers. 5. The Word [AA] is oft uſed, when but a Part, 
and ſometimes, the leſer Part of the Thing ſpoken of, is 
intended by it: As on the contrary, when the Univerſality of 
the Subject is intended, it is expreſſed by Singulars. As, he 
that believeth ſhall be ſaved; and him that cometh unto me, 
1 will in no wiſe caſt out. It ſometimes ſignies all of ſuch 
a fort: So Eve was ſaid to be Mother of all liging; not of 
All living Creatures, but all of her own kind. It other times 
intends ſeme of all forts; as where it is faid, A the Cattle st 
Egypt died *. the Hail ſincte every Tree, and wy Joy + : 
And yet other Cattle are mentioned after, and a KRefidue of 
Trees are ſaid to be eſcaped f. So here, Gob will have all 


Men to be ſaved: That is, ſome of every Sort and Degree, 
F - G:rtiirs 


* Exod, ix. 6. + Verſe 23. + Verſe 19, 25. and x. 5. 
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Gentiles as well as Jews; Kings and Men in Authority, 4 


well as thoſe of a meaner Rank: As is evident, by comparing 
the 1, 2, and 4 ver. together, The ſame in Joel; I will pour 
out my SPIRIT upon all Fleſh *, &c, That is, upon of 
every Age, Sex, and Degree, without Diſtinction; Young, 
Old, Maſters, Servants, Sons, Daughters, &c. as it follows 
there. 6. To theſe univerſal Terms do belong divers Re- 

ſtrictions, which muſt be gathered from the Scope and Con- 
text. As where the Goſpel is ſaid to be preached to every 
Creature under Heaven , and yet Men only are intended, and 
not all of them neither: For the Goſpel had cached but a 
ſmall Part of the World at that Time, and not the whole of 
it yet. So a is ſaid to have in every City them that preach 
him : It mult be underſtood only of Cities where the Jews 
dwelt, and had Synagogues; which were but few in Cochpa- 
riſon. Thoſe alſo that were ſcatter'd abroad, went every where 
preaching the Word F, i. . They baulked no Place, nor Per- 
ſon, but preached wherever they came: At firſt it was con- 
fined to the Jews, but now without Limit. Every Man ſhall 
have Praiſe of Gop ||: It can be meant only of good and faith- 
fel Servants; which are but a Remnant to the whole Piece. 
So Gop is ſaid to be the Far HHR of AQ; and yet, Satan 
(we know) is the Father of the far greater Part of the World. 
And CHRIST is ſaid to reconcile Ml things ,; and yet, all 
the Angels muſt be exempted: The good Angels, betauſe they 
never were at Enmity ; and the evil Ones, becauſe not recon- 
cileable, Eph. i. 10. That He might gather together in 
One, all things in CyrIsT: This All Things ſeems plainly to 
intend the Ez; for they are the Subject diſcourſed of in the 
whole Chapter: And in Matthew, thoſt gathered together are 
ſtiled the E/27 ++. In Heb. xii. 8. All are faid to be Par- 


takers of Chaſtiſement; and yet Sons only can be intended : 


For Baſtards are not Partakers of it, as it follows there. 
John vi. 45. They ſhall be Al taught of Gop: It reſpects 
only the Sens of the Church, (i. e. ſuch as are Ele#ed) whoſe 
Iniquities are forgiven them, and their Sins remembered no 
more 1: It is the Tenour of the New Covenant, which is 
made with the Houſe of Ijrael, that is, Jews in Spirit, 2 


* Joel ii. 28. + Col. i. 23. +} Acts xv. 21. Ats viii. 4. 
1 Cor. iv. 3. 7 Eph. iv. 6. ** Col. i. 20. ++ Mat. xxiv 
1. Jer. i. 3. 


— y P 


„ 


- 
- 
* 
- 


of ELECTION. 77 


Ele& Nation . And if thefe Terms COL All and Every 
are ſometimes = to the Elect excluſive of others, why not 
as well in the Place whence the Query is taken? I have in- 
ſtanced in theſe, to ſhew what Contradictory Notions would 
follow, ſhould the Yacal Sound of Words be adheted to: What 
a ſandy Foundation univerſal Election is built upon; and how 
likely we are to loſe the I ruth, while we liften to an uncer- 
tain Sound; the Meaning wherecf may yet be had from the 
Context, and general Current of Scripture. 


. 
# 


2. How ſhall this Kind Election be reconciled with Acts x, 34, 
That Gop is no Reſpecter of Perſons ? 


_ 1. This ſhews the Inconvenience of minding the 
literal Senſe of Words above the Scape: The former Exception 
takes in All; and now this excludes All: For, if literally 
taken, Go ſhould have Reſpect to none. 2. The Fews 
were an Elect Nation; and fo, this Objection will lieagainſt 
their Election as much as this we are upon. 3. The Scope 
of the Place plainly intends, that Gop ref no. Man's 
Perſon, either leſs or more, for his outward Condition, or 
carnal Privileges. Till Pen the Partition was up, and the 
Loxp ſeemed only to regard the Jewiſh Nation, fuffering 
All beſides, to — in their own Ways + : But now had Gon to 
the Gentiles alſo granted Repentance unto Life t. You'll ſay, 
perhaps, They were Fearers of Gop whom He thus accepted? 
True; but That was not it which firſtly induced his Accept- 
ance, or entitled them to it; altho' it was their Inlet to it, 
and Evidence for it. If Men fear not God till He hath put 
his Fear within them; then, their fearing Him doth not pre- 
cede his Reſpect towards them, but follows upon it: And this 
is the Favour which He bears to his Choſen h. But, 


3. If Men be ordained to Salvation abſolutely, What need or uſe 
| is there of good Works ? . 


Good Works have divers good Uſes and Ends, and 
Reaſons there are for God's ordaining them to be walked in; 
without ſuppoſing our walking in them, to be the Ground, 

Condition, 


* Heb. viii. 10, 11. + Acts xiv. 16, $f Ads xi. 18. 
\ Pſalm evi. 4. 
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Condition, or Motive of our Election: As, 1. To teſtitF*- 
our Love to Gop; of which we have no ſuch Evidence, as 
the keeping of his Commandments . 2. To ſhew forth his 
Virtues whoſe Offspring we profeſs ourſelves to be: Mar. 5. 
45. That ye may be (i. e. that ye may appear and approve 
yourſelves to be) the Children of your Father which is in Heaven. 

To convince thoſe without, that they, by our good 
83. may be won over, and learn to bo well ; or 
elſe be compelled to glorify Gop in the Day of Viſitation, 
4. For Encouragement and Example to weaker Chriſtians ; 
who are yet Children in the good. Ways of Gop, and are 
more aptly led by Example than Precept. 5. That by having 
our Senſes exerciſed about holy Things, we might become 
moie holy, and ſo, more capable of Communion with Gop 
here, and meetened for our Heavenly Inheritance. 6. Gocd 
Works are a part of Election, and the Elect are as abſolutely 
ordained to them as to Salvation itſelf +, 

Objections I do not intend to meddle with: But conſider- 
ing that That which follows of this Kind, (though done for 
another Occaſion) may help to diſcover the Lightneſs of 
what is alledged againſt our Doctrine of Election, I have 
therefore inſerted it here; and hope it ſhall prove to its fur- 
ther Confirmation. 

Obj. There is no Election, nor Decree of Election, of par- 
ticuler Perſens as ſuch: but of the intire Species of Men from 
Eternity. 

Anſio. Electiam is the chuſing of ſome from among others, 
and it always ſuppoſeth a greater Number out of which the 
Choice is made; and conſequently, the taking or chuſing of 
All is quite beſides the Notion of Election: The Scripture 
ſays, they are choſen out of the World t, then the World 
is not choſen: i. e. The intire Species of Men is not the 
Object of Election. 

bj. Gop hath not decreed from Eternity to elect any Perſon 
5 Mankind upon any Terms, but that in caſe he liveth ta Years of 

iſcretion be may paſſibly periſh. 

Anſw. This is excepted againſt: 1. Becauſe the Perſon of 
CHrisT Himſelf is not exempted. 2. Becauſe as poſſibly the 
Death of Calis might be in vain. 3. It makes the Decree 
and Election two things, and divers in reſpect of bh” Tow 

lect:on 


* 2 John vi. + John xv. 16. 1 John xu. 19 
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Election was from Eternity, is proved before“: And that 
the Elect ſhall not periſh, is abſolutely promiſed +. 

Obj. Threatenings of Damnation are abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
a peremptory Decree to confer Salvation. 

Anſw. No more than the Threatening of Death upon Adam, 
was inconſiſtent with Gop's Purpoſe to ſend him a Savior f. 
That Caution alſo, That except the Mariners aged in the Ship, 
they could not be ſaved, was well conſiſtent with that peremptory 
Promiſe, That there ſhould be no Loſs of any Man's Life 5. The 
Promiſe of Safety was abſolute, but their actual obtainment of 
it was conditional. Yet to, as that the Performance of the Con- 
dition on their Part, was as certain by the Decree, as Safety 
upon their Performance of it: For, that determined the 
Safety of their Lives, determined alſo, that it ſhould be ef- 
feed by their abiding in the Ship; and that this Caution, or 
T hreatening of Danger, in caſe they went out, ſhould be a 
Means to prevail with them for that abiding; and fo it did. 
In like manner, that Saying of the Apoltle, That if they liued 
after the Flaſb, they ſhould die I, was very conſiſtent with what 
he had ſaid before, namely, That Sin ſhould not have Dominion 
over them I; and that Nothing ſhould ſeparate them from the Love 
of Gop**®, For as the Lord deals with reaſonable Creatures; 
o He makes uſe of rational Arguments, Motives, and Cau- 
tions to work upon them: Both End and Means and Induce- 
ments to the uſe of thoſe Means, were all oy" ro together. 

Obj. V judge it a enſeleſs in a Father, to give his 
Pry Me gg ute 2 — Seal, that he will make 
him his Heir againſt all poſſible Inter ueniences; and yet preſently 
threaten him, Y he be nat dutiful to diſinberit him ? 

Anſw. Undutiful Children may dare to judge thus of their 
Father's Actions: And Children, that otherwiſe are dutiful 
and good, yet while Children, may have childiſh Conceptions 
of what their Elders do: But Men grown up, and acquainted 
with their Father's Prudence and Goodneſs, will lay their 
Hands upon their Mouth. The Promiſe and Purpoſe of Gon 
to give Canaan to Abraham's Sced, was ſo abſolute, that, by 
the Objector's own Confeſſion, all their unworthineſs could 
not deprive them of it: It is alſo as evident by their Demean- 


our, 


* Eph. i. 4. + John x. 28. f Gen. ii. 17. with ch. iii. 15. 
Ads xxvii. 22, 31. | Rom. viti, 13. 1 Rom. vi. 14. 
** chap. viii. 29. 
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our, and the Event at laſt: Yet, how often does the Lofty 
threaten to diſmherit them] and to blot out their Name from un- 
der Haven * f Did Moſes, now, go and charge Gov fooliſhly ? 
Did he tell him, *tis a ſenfelefs part thus to threaten, after (5 
æbſolute an Engagement to the contrary ? No, he puts the 
Loxy in Mind of his Promiſe to their Fathers; of his Merey 
in pardoning them afore- time: what Reflection it would have 
on his Honour among the Egyptians, if He ſhould now deftroy 
them, c. Not a Word of Complaint, T hat firſt to pro- 
miſe, and then to threaten, is a fenſeteſs thing: It had been 
ſenſeleſs in Moſes thus to do, and in no wiſe conſiſtent with 
his Duty. But more directly; it were no ſenſeleſs part in a 
Father, to purchaſe an Office for his Son, and ſo to ſettle it 
on him: that it ſhall not be in his own Power to reverſe it: And 
yet, (keeping to himfelf the Knowledge of that Settlement) pro- 
poſe the Enjoyment thereof conditional, wiz. upon Terms of 
Obedience to his Father's Command : The Tendency of all 
which is but to prove himſelf the Son of fuch a Father, and 
to meeten him for his Place: And, the more to oblige his Son 
to a ftud:ous Preparing Himſelf for it, to lay before him the 
Evil and Danger of a negligent Courſe; by which {if perfiſted 
in) he might render himſelf uncapable. But ſurely, ſuppoſing 
this Father to have the ſame Power over his Son, as Gor 
hath over the Heart and Spirit of his People; he will ſo order 
him by Inftruftion, Diſcipline, and good Principles, that 
be ſhall not run into a Forfeiture. Befides, Threatenings of 
Damnation are not properly applicable to Believers, who know 
themſelves fo to be: For he that believeth, is paſſed from Death 
to Life, and ſhall nat c:me into Condemnation + ; However at times 
for want of a thorough knowing their State, Unthankfulneſs 
for it, or ſome other Miſcarriage, they bring themſelves un- 
der Doubtings of it: But for ſuch as have compleat Aſſur- 
ance under God's Hand and Seal, (as the Objection ſpeaks) 
they are ſcaled up to the Day of Redemption t, with a Seal that 


- never ſhall be looſed. 


Obj. In caſe any Perſon were fa adjudged to eternal Life from 
Eternity, that there is no paſſibility of miſcurrying; then was 
no neceſſity of CHRIST dying for bim? 

Anſw. 


* Exod. xxxii. 10. 33. Numb. xiv. 12, Deut. ix, 14. 
+ John V, 24. 7 Eph. iv. 30. 
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Anfw. The Aſſertors of Abſolute Election do hold with the 
Scriptures. That Election is in and through CHrisT: The 
ſame Decree that ordained to Salvation, ordained alſo the Me- 
diation of CHRIST in order thereto; that Gop might be Fug 
in Juſtiſying, He hath appointed us to obtain Salvation by our 
Lord Jesus CHrisT ®, Ye might, with as much ſhew of 
Reaſon, infer, That if ſuch an End be appointed to be wrought 
by ſuch a Means, then that Means is unneceſſary to that End: 

hat if Gop hath choſen Men to Salvation through Sanctifi- 
cation of the SPIRIT and Belief of the Truth, then Holineſs 
and Faith are needleſs Things. Theſe are abſurd Reaſonings, 
which the Truth neither owns nor needs, . 
Obj. V judge ſuch an Electiam to be an open Enemy to Gadli- 
neſs : For who will rain and toil himſelf for that which he knows 
he ſhall obtain by an eafy Pace? 

Anſw. The Doctrine of Conditional Election can be no Friend 
to Godlineſs, whatever it may pretend to; ſince all that a 
Man doth on that Aceount terminates in Self. Godlineſs is to 
aim at GOD as our chief End, in all that we do: Now one 
that holds the Elec ſure of Salvation, and believes himſelf to 
be one of them, and yet on to fear Gop, and obey Him, 
go Yoo — e ＋ 88 * Duties for 

ind, perhaps ter in Bulk) in Ex tion of Liſe 
thereb b The Phariſees faſted oftner than Cnrisrt's Diſei- 
ples; but were not ſuch real Friends to Godlineſs as they. 
Long Prayers, Faftings and Alms-deeds, are all nothing witk- 
out Cave; And who do you think will love Gop more; he 
that believes himſelf ſure of Gon's Love unchangeably, or 
one that holds, that after all his toiling and ſtraining he may 
poſſibly Run in vain, and loſe all at laſt? If ye ſpeak thus, 
croſs the Experience of Gop's Children? yea, and, of Na- 
ture too; For who counts it a Toil to eat his Meat when Na- 
ture requires it, eſpecially when tis moſt agreeable both to 
his Palate and Conftitution?? All the Ways of GoD are Plea- 
fantneſs, to them that wwalk in them : And theſe would not leave 
them ayain, altho' their future Happineſs were not concerned 
in it: If they be grievous to any, it is from their Unacquaint- 
edneſs with his Lebe, 1 John v. 3. 

Obj. It muft needs make Men very remiſs and loſe in the Ser- 


vice of Gop. 
Anſiu. 
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Anſw. A ſtrange Aﬀertioa ! That the Aſſurance of God's 
Love ſhould make Men careleſs in ſerving him: They that fo 
judge, can never be over diligent to make their Calling and 
Election ſure. CarisT knew that the Angels had Charge over 
Him, and that He ſbauld not daſh his Foot againſt a Stone; yet 
was ne'er the leſs careful of his own Preſervation. Paul was 
ſure of the Crown of Righteouſneſs; and yet as diligent in 
berting down his Body, and ſtrained as harc in running his Race, 
as any of thoſe who lay the Streſs of Salvation upoa their 
Works. | 

Obj. Such a Nation of Electian, lays the Honour and Neceſſity 
' of that great Ordmance of Preaching the Goſpel in the 0 : For 
if the Elect ſo called ſhall as certainly be javed by a weak, ſimple 
or corrupt Miniſtry, and this, it may be, enjoyed hut a Day or two 
in all a Man's Life, or looſely attended upon, wherein is the Minij- 
try of the Goſpel to be efleemed ? 

n/w. That peremptory Decree, That Summer and Il inter, 
Day and Night ſball not ceaſe, takes not away the Neceſſity 
of the Sun's being in the World, nor of its daily Riſings, 
Settings, and various Revolutions; for by theſe (as the ne- 
ceſtary Means threof ; muſt the Decree be made good So the 
Abſoluteneſs of that other Part of the Promiſe, That Seed- 
time and Harveſt ſhall not ceaſe, doth no whit diſcharge the 
Huſbandman either of his Uſefulneſs or Duty; but evinceth 
the one, and inforceth the other; giving alſo encou 
ment to him in his Work. The Force of this Anſwer will 
not be evadcd by alledging, That Gop affords them Means 
proper and ſufficient for Seed-time and Harveſt; (that is, 
they have fitting Seaſons, with Seed-corn, Horſes, Ploughs, 
and other Utenſils of Huſbandry) and that's all the Premiſe 
intends; and if they improve them not, the Fault's their 
. own, True, it is ſo, and they ſhall ſmart for their neglect : 
But what will become of the Promiſe, and Sureneſs of the 
Covenant? Therefore this is not 4. that Gop doth for Men 
in this Point. He that decreed how long the Earth ſhall en- 
dure, and what Number of Men He will raiſe up upon it, 
did alſo decree his own upholding thereof during that Lime, 
and by what Means thoſe Aden ſhould be propogated, and 
kept alive; and did accordingly put into them ho Priaciples 
ot Sclt-preſervation; by which they are naturally prompted to 
the Uſe of them, as they are to Eat, Drink and Sleep: He 
hath fet the Mosi in their Heart, Eecleſ. iii. 11. As the 
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Ele& ſhall certainly be ſaved, and alſo prepared for that Sal- 
vation; ſo hath the Lox D appointed them ſuch a Miniftry, 
and for ſo long a Time, and their Attendance thercon in ſuch 
a manner as beſt agreeth to his own Intent, and which He 
will bleſs and make effectual for that End; as is ſeen by his 
ſending Paul to certain Places, where he muff Preach, and 
nat hold his Peace Why? Becauſe Gop had much People there, 
(i. e. of his Elect Ones) who muſt be brought in by Paul's 
Miniſtry : Bithynia, and other Places, he is not ſuffered to 
into, though he would; Gop had not yet any Work for him 
there. Thoſe that are to be taken, the Loxp will bring 
them under the Means, as he did that Shoal of Fiſhes under 
Peter's Net“: Witneſs the Eunuch, Cornelius, the Taylor, 
and others. And this Means, whether Powerful or Sr 

in Men's Eſteem, it's all one to Gop; his Word ſhall ac- 
compliſh that He tends it for: And the weaker the Means are, 
the more is the Power of Go magnified. See As ii. How 
by Illiterate Men's Miniſtry He took them by Thouſands, and 
added to his Church daily, ſuch as ſhould be faved+. So then, 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpe/ is in no wiſe made uſeleſs or dif- 
eſteemable by the Doctrine of Abſolute Election; but is rather 
greatened thereby, as being the Power of Gop to that Salva- 
tion He mo _ us to. 1 

Obj. what great Conſequence to t orld are the ric 
Gifts * 2 1 &c. if all thoſe — 
are in any poſſibility of being ſaved by them, may and ſhall as cer- 
tainly be ſaved without them? 

Anſw. That the richeſt Gi/ts of Wiſdom, Knowledge, 
Utterance, are of no great Conſequence to the World, is no 
Conſequent of the Doctrine of Abſolute Election; for they are 
given for the Perfecting 7 the Saints, and Edifying the Body of 
CHRIST, (that is, the Eſz#:) And all the Diverſities of 
Gifts, Manifeſtations and Operations, do concur to the ſame 
End, ſince it is the ſame Gop who worketh all in all; (that is) 
He appoints Men to Salvation ; theſe Gifts as a Means to pre- 
pare them for it, and makes them effectual thereto. But that 
thoſe richeſt Gifts of Wiſdom, Knowledge and Utterance, 
are of no great Uſe or Conſequence to the World, is a very 
natural Conſequent of that Doctrine, which tells the World, 

that the Sun, Moon, and Stars do Preach the Gofpet ſut- 
| hciently 


* John xxi. 6. + Ads ii. gy 10. 11. 47. 
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ficiently for Salvation: Which if they do, wherein (indeed) 
are thoſe richeſt Gifts to be as : And to'what End is 
this waſte? Why ſhould the beſt of Men ſuffer Stripes, Im- 

riſonments and Death, for doing that which might be done 

y thoſe above the reach of Danger? And withal, 'tis too 
well known and obvious, That Men of greateſt Knowledge, 
Utterance and Depth of Reaſon, (ſuch as are ſtiled the Princes 
of this World) they are not always (nay, very rarely) the 
faſteſt Friends of Truth and Godlinejs; and thoſe few that be, 
are not always moſt ſcceſiſul in their Work *. When as ſome 
others, mean) furn.thed in compariſon, have turned the World 

/ade-down +. The Lorp oft-times rejefts the Viſe and 
— and reveals Himſelf by Babes: To take from Men 
occaſion of Boaſting ; and to make it appear, that the Faith 
of his People doth not ſtand in the ¶iſdam of Men, but in the 
Pawer of Got. whoſe Weakneſs is Stronger than Men, and 
his Fooliſhneſs Wiſer 5. 

Obj. Upan what Account can Men be preſſed to a frequent, 
diligent, conſcrentious Attendance on the Miniſtry; if Salvation, 
and conſequently Preparation, and Meetneſs for Salvation, ſhall 
As plans, < be had by a braken, careleſs, ſuperficial Attendance in 

this kind | 
Anſw. On what Account did the Loxp fo frequently ad- 
moniſh that People, to keep the Law without turning aſide; 
to circumciſe their Hearts; and to be no more ſtiff necked; 
and this, as the Condition of their obtaining Canaan ? If all 
their Unworthineſs could not dgprive them of Canaan, which 
the Author of this QbjeCtion elſewhere affirms they could not. 
But further: As Men are Creatures, it is their Duty to ſerve 
and honour Gop; and in order thereto, to wait upon Him in 
his Ordinances, and that with all Diligence, although the 
Buſineſs of their Salvation were not concerned in it; but 
much more ſince it is, if any thing of Self-concern may en- 
force a Duty : And truly the preſent Sweetneſs that is in the 
good Ways of Gop, is Argument ſufficient to induce our 
moſt ſerious Attendance thereon. But, that Salvation, or 
Meetneſs for Salvation, may as certainly be had by a careleſs 
Attendance, is far from the Doctrine of Abſolute Election to 
aſſert: Fer it preſſeth it ſtill as as an important Duty, to give 
4 Diligence ts make aur Calling and Election ſure. But really, 


* Eccleſ. ix. 11. + Acts xvii, 6. f 1 Cor. ii. 5- {ch. i. 25, 
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Remiſeneſ in is the natural Reſult of that Doctrine 
which teacheth, That a Man poſſibly may loſe all he hath 
run for, at the laſt Step: For who will ſtrain and toil himſelf 
as they term it, for an Uncertainty? And if there be any 
ſuch, who neglect their Duty, becauſe if elected they are ſure 
to be ſaved, they give but a ſorry Evidence of their State; 
and they are cammoniy ſuch as oppoſe the Doctrine of Electian, 
and not of thoſe who hold for it. 
Obj. Such an Election as we contend againſt, we judge to be 
moſt unworthy the moſt excellent Nature of GOD; and to be at ma- 
nifeſt Defiance with his Wiſdom, Holineſs, Mercy, Juſtice, &c. 
Anſw. If the Election contended againſt be ſuch as the Ob- 
jector's Arguments are pointed at, it is ſuch as, I ſuppoſe, 
never was held by any; and then 'tis all ſpent Time to ſet up 
counterfeit: Notions, and make a great Buſineſs of confuting 
them. But it is Abſolute Electien, without reſpect to Mens 
Wirks, that is ſtriven againſt: And for this, we ſay, 1. A6 
folute Election, is no way contrary to the Wiſdom of Gop, but 
moſt conſonant thereto: For how can it ſtand with his Wiſ⸗ 
dom, to determine the Death of his Sox for the Salvation of 
Men, and leave it undetermined, (and conſequently uncertain) 
whether any one Perſon ſhall have Salvation by it; for ſo it 
muſt be, if Election be not abſolute. 2. It is ſo far from bein 
at manifeſt Defiance with the Mercy of Gop, that it is 
| congruous and ſuitable to the very Nature of it. To ſhew 
Mercy, is to open the Heart to one in Diſtreſs; to love and 
todo good to — whom he might as juſtly have deſtroy- 
ed, and was no way obliged to ſpare, much leſs to advance 
them: Nay, perhaps they were deeper involved in Guilt chan 
| other Men, even the Chief of Sim ers; which is (ſure) the 
bighefl Illuftration of Mercy, and far from a manifeſt of x 
. with it. f. It doth not oppoſe the Fuftice of Gop; for to 
whom is He Debtor, or can be? All had a Stock in Adam; 
and having Ic it by their own Default, Gop is not obliged- 


to reſtore it: Therefore no Injuſtice to repair one, and not 
another. — 


Obj. Dath it argue any ſouereign or high Strain of Grace, when 
ten thouſand have equally offended, to pardon one or two; and im- 


tremity? And this againſt all poſſible Interventency of Sorrow and 


r 

y 

$ 

1 

7 placably reſalue to punyſh and torment all the reſt to the utmoſt Ex- 
7 Repentance for their Fault ? 


G Anſec, 
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Anſw. It were very defirable, That Men, while they pre- 
tend to argue for Truth, would order their Speech as becomes 
the Gravity of ſuch a Subject “; and much more that they 
come not fo near to a downright Reproaching that glorious 
Grace, of which we cannot have Apprehenfions awful enough. 
The Men who thus ſpeak, had need to try their Spirits, whe- 
ther they be of Gop; ſince from the ſame Premiſſes | 
draw Concluſions quite contrary to thoſe, who (we know) 
ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Gnosr. In Scripture 
Account it is no Derogation to the Grace of Gop, that He 
called Abraham ¶ alone; } leaving Millions beſides to their perifſh- 
ing Condition. Nor can I believe that Moſes underſtood it a 
Difparaging God's Love to Mankind, when He tells us, That 
He choſe the People of [fact alone for his own Peculiars ; who 
yet were the ferweft of any People +. One of a City and two of 
a Family, wereleis in Proportion than one or two of ten thou- 
ſand; yet no Complaint upon it, by thoſe interefled in that 
Grace. Tis the Property of Gop's Children to admire that 
He loves any and eſpecially themſelves; and not to find fault be- 
cauſe he loves not all Alike, Who am I (ſays David) that 
mou haſt brought me hitherto / And CHRIS's Diſciples, Lonp, 
why wilt Thou manifeſt Thyſelf to us, (us Twelve) and not to the 
World t ? Tis therefore the more ge to conſider, Why 
and how, any that call themſelves of the Brotherhood, came 
ſo to eſpouſe the Quarrel of thoſe without; and that with ſuch 
Eagerneſs, as to ſtrive and fall out among themſelves about the 
other Concerns : It were more adviſeable to leave off Diſput- 
ing and fall to Practice. But to Anfwer more directly; 1. 
This Remnant is not ſo contemptibly to be ſpoken of; they 
are Ten thouſand times Ten thouſand, — of Thouſands &. 
And bow ſmall foever the Number be, (if it were but One, 
it were more by One than the whole Creation could dcferve) 
I fay, How few ſoever they are, no Man knows but himſelf 
may be One of them; unleſs by deſpiſing the Grace of Gon 
in Election, he hath proved it otherwiſe to himſelf. 2. To 
pitch on 4 few while in their Blood and Enmity againſt Gop, 
and refolve even then to make them everlaſtingly py, and 
that againſt the natural Bent of their own Wil, was a Grace 
much more high and ſovereign, than to fave them for theic 
own better Improvement of what they have in common wih 
other 


Eccleſ. v. 2. + Deut. vii. 7. 4 John xiv. 22. 5 Rev. v. 11. 
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Men ; for that would not be of Grace but of Debt. Or if 
the Loxp Bo bring then thouſand Times that Number 
into a /alvable State, (as they ſpeak ;) but fo, as, v bly, 
not one of them {ſhall ever — it would — — t 

thou ſandth Part of that Glory to his Grace, as to ſave a few 
Invincibly. 3. If the Loxp did foreſee that but few would 
believe, and yet reſolved to fave none but ſuch as thould be- 
lieve; then the Objection, as to Fewneſs, falls on the Objec- 
tors Doctrine as much as ours, 4. As for gouly Sorrow, Faith 
and Repentance; they are the Gift of God, and proper to the 
Ele: And fo, no Reaſon to ſuppoſe the Interveniency of 
theſe in them that are ft; or to fear an implacable Reſolution 
to 7 1 and torment amy in whom theſe Poſſibilities go forth 
into Act. | 

Other Allegations they have againſt the Doctrine of Elec- 
tion, which will admit of as plain a Solution as thoſe above: 
But it being my purpoſe to collect what 1 hall find in the 
Scriptures for it, and not to controvert the Point; I proceed 
no further, but go on to the Uſefulneſs of the Doctrine; only 
by the way let me premiſe a Caution or two. 

1. Let no Man tax Gop with Injuftice or Partiality, be- 
cauſe He takes not all; or becauſe not thoſe of higheſt Eſteem 
among Men. Do not the Princes of the World exerciſe Do- 
minion over Men like themſelves? Or is there a Subject ſo 
mean, but will think himſelf wronged, if queſtioned for diſ- 
poſing of his own? (Which yet is his own but as borrowed: ) 
And ſhall vain Man preſume to arraign his Sovere:gn Lonp? 
Wie to lim that firiveth with his Maker *: If you muſt be med- 

ling, let it be with Pot heard of Earth lite your (elves. 
- 2. Let no Man diſ-value the Doctrine of Election becauſe 
it takes in but a Remnant: Why are they tiled, The little 
Flack, but to heighten the Mercy and hang, of it in their 
Efteem! Noah did not contemn the Grace of CoD to himſelf 
and his Sons, becauſe the World of * . were excluded 
the Ark; nor the Remnant that eſcaped word in Egypt t, 
reckon their own Deliverance e' er the leſs Mercy becauſe the 
reſt of their Countrymen had not a Share in it: Men do not 
uſe to flight their own Immunities for others not being in- 
tereſted in them; but rather to value themſelves the more 
upen it. 
G 2 And 
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And now, as a Means to prevent or remove the evil Surmiſes 
cautioned againſt; with thoſe other ſiniſter Deductions which 
carnal — may be apt to ſuggeſt; let us draw up a few 
of thoſe many and worthy Improvements this Doctrine is ca- 
pable of, above and beyond that of the contrary Tenor: As 
alſo of thoſe Laws of Duty which it lays upon us. And 
here I would ſee ff what Fruit may be gathered from the ſe- 
veral Branches of the Propoſition; and then, what from the 
Groſs or Whole of it promiſcuouſly. 

1. Since there is an Election of Men to Salvation, put you 
in for a Part and Intereſt in it: Though their Number be 
but ſmall, caſt in your Lot, and make one among them. My 
Meaning is, That though never fo few are the Objects of 
Election, you ſhould make it your Buſineſs to prove your ſelf 
of that few: If but two in the whole World, who knows 
but thou may'it be one of them? And do it the rather, for 
Fewneſs's fake: *Tis our SAaviouR's Argument, They are 
but few that go in at the Strait-gate ; therefore ſtrive, The 
Ninevites had not that Grround to believe Gop would accept 
them that you have; for their Ruin was pronounced in 
peremptory Words, and no Room expreſly left for Repen- 
tance; and yet they humbled themſelves, and turned from 
their evil Ways, upon this only Conſideration, I bo can tell 
5 God will turn away his fierce Anger, that we periſh not * ? 
"Tis a Happineſs worth your venturing for: For, 1. You 
can loſe nothing by endeavouring. 2. You can hardly have 
a more ſolid Evidence of your being elected, than to have 
your Heart taken with electing Love, and caſting yourſelf 
upon it: And 3. Never did any petiſh who ventured on this 


2. From the Doctrine of Elections Abſoluteneſs is evidenced 
the exceeding Riches of the Grace of Gop, in that He hath 
not left this great Concern to human Contrrvance, but hath 
laid it more ſure and ſafe, than Men themſelves would have 
done: For 'tis too evident (by the Reaſonings that are uſed, 
to make Elictian Dependent and Conditional) how it would have 
gone, if left to the Wiſdom of Men. But I ſhall not doubt 
to affu m, "That this Doctrine of Elections Abſaluteneſs is much 
be forc hand with that which teacheth it to be Conditional, both 
in Point of Encouragement, and otherwiſe; and that as well 
ire Believing, as afterwards. 

1. Before 
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1. Before a Man comes to Believe; ſuppofing him to be 
Nationally inſtructed therein before. For being under Con- 
viction of the Greatneſs and Multitude of his Sins, and find- 
ing the Power of indwelling Corruptions fo [ſup:rable, hav- 
ing alſo ſome Sight of the Holineſs of God, and that He 
will by no Mrans clear the guilty, it needs muſt prove a dif- 
ficult Matter to believe that there is Mercy and Pardon for fuch 
a one as be; or that ever thoſe domineering Luſts ſhould be made 
to ſubmit: But then conſidering, 1. That Electing Love 
pitches on the Chief of Sinners. 2. That it. flows not from, 
nor is founded upon, any Condition to be performed by Men: 
And 3. That Elton has in it all that conduceth to Life and 
Godlineſs: Theſe things, 1 ſay, conſidered, it cannot but 
have a far greater Influence on the Soul, to cleave unto Gon, 
and follow hard after Him, than if his Election were ſuſ- 
pended upon his doing that which he finds in himſelf no Power 
to perform: For he ſees by woful (and yet, through Grace, 
happy) Experience, That as the Law is made weak through 
the Weakneſs of the Fleſh, ſo alſo, (ſetting aſide the Abjo- 
luteneſs of Electing Love) all the Means of Grace which are 
given in common among Men, would be wholly ineffectual 
to Salvation: Which Difficulties, Electing Love in its Ab/o- 
_—_ will ſupercede, and ſet him above them all; eſpecially 
conſidering that Faith and Holinef3 are as abſolutely promiſed 
and —1— for in Election, as Salvation itſelf, at the End 
of his Faith. | 

2. After a Man comes to believe, this Doctrine of Abſolute 
Election is of fingular Uſe and Benefit to him, both as tend- 
ing to keep him on his Feet, and to raiſe him when he is down. 
1. It is a great Preſervative in Time of Temptation- The 
Remembrance of that Love which lookeil upon him when he- 
was in his Blood, and ſaid he ſhould live, and hath now alfo 
made good its Word to him, muſt needs operate _/trongly with 
a gracious Heart, againſt whatever might be unworthy of ſuch 
Love: Let the Bait be never fo aptly tuited, he will turn from 
it in a holy Diſdain (as good Jaſebb did) Het can I do this 
IWickedneſs, and ſin againſt Gop, (Gen. xxxix. .) who hath 
dealt. ſo bountifully with me! 2. Nothing more tends to Re- 
cavery after a Fall, than the Conſideration of the Freeneſs of 
Gop's Love at firſt, and his mighty Power. in Bueckening, 
when altogether dead; and that 7A theſe; (viz. this Love 


and this Power) are engaged y an Ab/oſute Covenant, to bring 


3 every 
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every one that takes hold thereof unto Glory; and therefore 
will receive him, not only I +4 upon Return to his Duty, 
but in the Midf? of his Backflidings He will come and heal 
him. The Lord's way of dealing with Ephraim is an In- 
ſtance pertinent to the Cife in hand, J. Ivii. 17. 18, 21, 
22. anc in the xliv. Chap. He doth as it were clench, and 
faſten this Nail in a ſure Place; Remember O Jacob, I have 
formed thee ; thou ſhalt not be forgotten of me : I have blotted out 
thy Sins; therefore return unte me. And Fer. iii. 14. Return, 
O Backſliding Children, for I am married unte you, (to wit, by 
his Covenant of Election.) Tothis Purpoſe alſo is the Edge 

F Samucl's Argument applied in 1 Sam. xii. 20, 22. Fear 
mt; ye have done all this Wichadneſs; yet turn not aſide from fol- 
lowing the LoR D: As if he had faid, Your Wickedneſs, in- 
deed is great, ye have highly provoked the Loxp by your caſt- 
ing Him off; yet be not diſcouraged, as if the Lok D would 
caſt you off: Far the LoxD will nut forſake his People; [but 
why?) Becauſe it hath pleaſ:d the Loxp to make 2 s People. 
And in ver. 24. he further backs it with the Remembrance 
of the great Things Gop hath done for them afore-time : 
Than which there is nothing of ſtronger lendency to 2 
Soul's Recovery. | 

3. From the Perſonality of Eleftion, And 4. From the Eter- 
"nity of its Original, I gather in general: 

That fince the Scriptures have fo highly renowned theſe 
two circumſtantial Parts of Election, by ſo frequent a men- 
tioning of them and that on Occaſions of the 2 Im- 
| — We ought not to paſs them by, as Things of marfferent 

otioe: But as being diverſly i7frudtive, worthy to be kept, 
and ſober ly contended for. The Hor GHosr doth not uſe 
to inculcate Matters of Ordinary Oblervance or little Import: 
But, as noting to us ſome great /mportancy in them; as taxing 
alſo our Sh, and Aptneſs to neglect them; and to ſtir up our 
Minds to make the more diligeut Search, what, and what 
manner of Things they are, and how to be improved; In 
particular, 5 | 


From the Perſonality Election, I infer: 


Infor. 1. That it ought to be minded as Matter of the high- 
eſt Honour to the Parties concerned. The LoxzD illuftrates 
Aoſes at no ordinary Rate, when He tells him, / know — by 

ame ; 
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Name * : And doubtleſs, intended that MAaſes himſelf ſhould 
ſa account of it, and be highly ſatisfied therewith, though de- 
nied ſome other Things he would fain have had. Thus alſo 
Paul ſignalizeth thoſe eminent Saints, who were his Fellow- 
Labourers in the Goſpel. That their Names were written in 
the Book of Liſe t. And our Saviour propounds it to his 
Diſciples as Matter of higheſt Exaltatiun, That their Names 
were written in Heaven 4. That our poor inſignificant” Names 
ſhould be written in Gop's Book, and laid up among his 
Treaſures in Heaven, when the Generality of Names, {even 
Names of Note) are written in the Duſt, let it not ſeem a 
lighe Matter to us: For this is that everla/ting Name which 
never ſhall be cut off F. 

Infer. 2. The Knowledge of this Thing, (namely, that 
God hath thus taken Notice of our Name) is a great Privi- 
lege to them that know it. It enlarges the Heart to higher 
Expectations ; it gives Boldneſs (or Freedom) of Speech to- 
wards God; as if nothing were too great for ſuch a One to 
aſk. See how Mofes grows upon it; No fooner, ſays Gop, 
I know thee by Name, but Moſes (as wrapt into the Second, and 
fain would be in the Third Heaven) preſently replies, I beſeec; 
thee ſhew me thy Glary\ / 

Infer. 3. As it is Matter of Honour and Privilege, fo it will 

ve one of your beſt Titles to your heavenly Inheritance. 

t will ſignify ſomething one Day, (however by ſome too 
lightly eſteemed now) when it ſhall be the great diſtinguiſh- 
ing Character 8 and the World: Whoever he be 
that derives not his Genealogy from this Regiſter, will be 
put from the Heavenly Prieſthood J. The New boy 
admits none but ſuch whoſe Names are written in the Book 4 
Life ** : Yea, every one that is not found written there, ſhall 
be caſt into a Lake of Fire ++ : Therefore, Give all Diligence 
to make your Election ſure. 

Infer. 4. It alſo imports Matter of Duty from us. When 
Princes confer Titles of Honour, Lands, or Immunities ; 
they uſe to reſerve ſome kind of Rent, or other Services to 
mind their Subjects though Faucurites of whom they hold. 
You have nd juch way of — your great Eenefactor. 


4 nor 


* Exed. xxxiii. 17. + Phil. iv. 9. }? Luke x. 20. {I Ih. 
Ivi. 5. || Exod. xxxiii. 18, T Nchem. vii. 64. Rev. x. 
27. F+ chap, xx: 15, 
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nor no ſuch Means of being conſiderable in the World; as by 
bearing the Badge and Impreſs of Him who gave you this 
Name of Honour. Let his Name, therefore, be named upon 
you, carry his Name in your Bæſm; bear it on your Shoulders, 
and 3 your Hands : Let the choiceſt of your Aﬀec- 
tions, the chief of your Strength, and the whole of your A#1- 
vity, be employed for his Honour; Let may thing you do, 
ar an Impreſſion of Him whoſe Name is Holy. 


Then, from the Antiquity of Electian. 


Inf. 1. Let the Anctentreſs of Electing Love, draw up our 
Hearts to a very dear and honourable Efteem cf it. Pieces 
of Antiquity, (thouzh of baſe Metal, and otherwiſe of little 
Uſe or Value) how venerable are they with learned Men ? And 
ancient Charters, how careful are Men to preſerve them; al- 
though they contain but Temporary Privileges, and ſometimes 
but of trivial Moment? How then ſhould the great Charter 
of Heaven, ſo much Older than the World, and containing 
Matters of Eternal Weight and Glory : Which alfo hath been 
confirmed by fo 8 exemplified by Multitudes 
of Caſes: with a Seal affixed more precious than Heaven it- 
ſelf: (All which proclaim the Eternal Validity of it.) How 
ſheu!d this, I fay, be had in everlaſting Remembrance, and 
th- Thoughts thereof be very precious to us: Lying down, 
R ſing up, and all the Day long accompanying of us! And 
how careful ſnould we be, not only to keep this Charter un- 
cancell*d, but alſo to keep it clean from all forts of Duſt and 
Soil, by which the Legibleneſs thereof might any way be ob- 
ſcured to ourſelves and others ! 


. 2. Let Election's cternal Origin be an Argument for 
its Eternal Duration; and fo, of the Saints invincible Perſe- 
verance to Glory, That which is from Everlaſting, ſhall be 
10 Everlaſting; if the Root be Eternal, ſo are the Branches. 
Surely, For this good End among others it is twice recorded in 
the Revelation, That their Names were written in the Book o 
Life from the Foundation of the World“; namely, to ſignify 
and aſſure, that the Ele ſhall be ſafely and ſurely kept from 
thoſe dreadiul Apoſtaſies, which the Reſt of the World ſhall 
fall into, and be overwhelmed with. And hence (perhaps) it 

is, 


* Rev. xiii. 8. and xvil. 8. 
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is, that we read of Nothing done in Eternity, but Election, 
and Things 22 or peculiar thereto ; as the Promiſe of 
Eternal Life, the Lamb flain, the Kingdom prepared, &c. Elec- 
tion is an Eternal Fountain, that never leaves Running while 
a Veſſel is empty or capable of holding more; and it | 
open to all Comers: Therefore come, and if ye have not f 
ficient of your own, and borrow Veſlels, empty Veſlels, 
not a few; Pay your Debts out of it, and live an the Reft* to 
Eternity. | | 


5. From the Deftrine of Chuſing in Cun lor. 


Infer. 1. It is an high Demonſtration of God's Love to 
his Choſen. We may fay of it as Huram to Sclamen, Be 
the Lok D loved his People, he ſet his SON over them . It is alſo 
an eminent Proof of his manifold Wiſdom, to contrive the 
Bleſſedneſs of his People in ſuch a Manner, as ſhould moſt 
certainly ſecure their Obtainment of it; moſt ſignally illuſtrate 
his Love to them; and fo, moſt affectionally win upon their 
Hearts, and to oblige them to Himſelt for ever. We may 
hence alſo diſcern ſomething of that immenſe Greatneſs and 
Holineſs of Gop; That though he ſo loved his Elect, and to 
make them One in Himſelf t, that Union could not be admit- 
ted without a Mediator equal with Himſelf. 

. 2. Gather hence your Stability and 8 : Whatever 
Streight or Difficulty you are entring upon, drink of this 
Brook in the Way, and lift up your Head. Whatever per- 
tains to Life and Godlineſs, Grace and Glory, this Life, and 
that to come, is all laid up in CHRIST, (as all forts of Food in 
the Ark, for thoſe who found Grace in his Sight) All fulneſs 
dwells in Him 8 and that for you. He is not only a Root ſta- 
ble in Himſelf, but eſtabliſhing to you; Communicating Sap 
and Spirit to all his Branches: While there is Life in Him you 
cannot die. This is That makes the Saints itand and 
ſacred in the midſt of Dangers ; The Evil One toucheth them not ||. 
Let all the Rebel-Crew of Adverſaries, Satan, the World, 
your own evil Hearts affociate themſelves, and take Counſel 
together, it all comes to nought: Let their Aſſaults be re- 
newed again and again, they are ſtill beaten off: They gird 

themſelves, 


* 2 Kings iv. 7. + 2 Chron. ii. 11. f John xvu. 11. Col. 
ii. 9. John i. 16. 1 John v. 18. a 
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themſelves, and are broken in Pieces; they gird again, and 
i are broken in Pieces: Thus it is, and thus it ſhall 
be to the End of our Warfare; For Gop is with us s. This 
was it made David fearleſs, even in the valley and ſhadow of 
Death The Loxp was with him 4. And thoſe Three Noble 
Confeſſors, they walked ſecure in the Fiery Furnace, becauſe 
the Son of Go was among them 1. Therefore Do All, Suffer 
All, and Expect All, as being in CHRIST, and not otherwiſe : 
But woe to him that is alone, who when he falls, hath not 
CHarisT to help him up. 

Inf. 3. Let this your Relation to CHRISH be evidenced by 
your Likeneſs to Him: He that is joined to the Lok p is one Spi- 
mth. The holy Oil that was poured on your Head, runs 
down to the Sk:rts of his Garments. i e. to the very meaneſt 
of his Followers; and they carry along the preſent Scent with 
them, where ever they go; (or ſhould do as Paul did, 2 Cor. 
ii, 14.) It is natural to thoſe married unto CHRIST to bring 
forth fruit unte GoD ||; and ſce it be ſuch as will abide the 
Teſt, endure all Sorts of Weather, and be better'd by it. 

Inf. 4. This Dectrine illuftratcs that of Juſtification ; as 
ſhewing where:n the true Matter of Juſtifying Righteouſneſs 
doth conſiſt, and how it comes to be Ours. Our Faith, er 
Af of Believing cannot be the Matter cf it, for that it is an 
impertc& Thing; and ſo cannot be reckoned in the Place of 
perfect Righteouſneſs : For, it muſt be a Righteouſneſs per- 
fectly perfect that juſtifies, as it was a Sin perfectly ſinful that 
co J. This Righteouſneſs alſo muſt be our own, in 2 
Way of Right (as Adam's Sin alſo was) though perform'd in 
the Perſon of Another. ChRISNH and Adam being Parallels in 
their Head-ſhip, the Imputation of the One's Guiltineſs, and 
of the others Rehrrouineſs, are Righteouſly applied to their 
reſpective Secus. And this was a main End of the Lord's 
putting thoſe He would juſtify, into CHRIST ; That He being 
made Sin, and a Curſe for them; they might be made the 
Righteouſneſs of GOD in Him; and fo, Gop might be juſt 
in juſtifying cf them. Faith in this Matter holds the Place 
of an Evidence or Seal of that Righteouſneſs which belenged to 
us as being in CHRIS, before we believed; (as Cangan did 
to Abraham's Seed before they were born ;) and is given us on 


the 


* Ifa. viii. 9, 10. 1 Pla, xxui. 4, f Dan. iii. 25, 1 Cor. 
vie 17. | Rom. vii. 4. 
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the Account of our Intereſt therein; that we might apprehend 
it, and enjoy the Benefits of it *: Which is ſurely a far bet- 
ter Ground to build our Juſtification upon, than our weak and 
imperfect Faith, which ſtands in need daily of the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Gop, for its own Support. But let not Faith loſe of 
its due Reſpect: "Tis a precious Grace, and may not ſuffer 
n Though it doth not origrnate your Title to 
Juſtification ; tis the belt Evidence ye can have for it: Tho” 
it be not Peace-maker (primarily), 'tis yet of that impor- 
tant Uſefulneſs, that your Peace cannot be compleated, nor can 
you know that your Peace is made without it. Your Record 
is in Heaven, and cannot be pleaded here, (the Court of Con- 
ſcience takes no Notice of it) until exemplified under the Seal 
of Faith. Tis ſomewhat like the In/trumentum Pacis, where 
Parties have been at Variance ; though the Peace be made, and 
Terms agreed; it has not its full Effect, *til] ratified on both 
Sides, and exchanged, Therefore, 

Inf. 5. Make it the main Part of your Care and Bufineſs, 
get into CHRIST, and to abide in Him. | 


| 6. The feunding of Election upon Grace affords us divers uſt- 
ful — A. 8 f 4 


Inf. 1. To fall down and adore the Great GOD for this 
unſpeakable Diſcovery of his Love to Men. It is one of the 
richeft Mercies that He would not betruſt us in aur own keep- 
ing. That another (and He One that had not the leaſt need 
of us) ſhould be more provident for us than we would have 
been for our ſelves: That our chieeſi Intereſt ſhould have the 
higheſt Security : That it ſhould be founded upon Grace; the 
Attribute which our great King moſt delights to honour: And 
that he ſhould do it fas it were) againſt our Willi; = ſo it 
is, in as much as to graft our Happineſs on the Will of ano- 
ther, is contrary to amor ) Of all Bottoms, we ſhould not 
have pitch'd it there; and yet, in Truth, no other Ground - 
would hold us: His Name may well be called wonderful; It 
is not after the manner of Men : This is the Lonn's doing, and 
let it be marvellous in our Eyes, cxviii. 23. 

Inf. 2. It ſhews what Reaſon we have to diſcard and caſhier 
for ever, that groundleſs and blindfold Opinion, which lays 

the 


Phil. iii. 12. 
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the Streſs of Salvation on a thing of Nought : For, what elſe 
is the Will of a frail and mutable Man ? to forſake a Liying 
Fountain, and reſt on a Ciſtern, a broken Ciſtern. What 
Folly is it! To caſt our Eagle's Wings, and truſt to a Foot 
out of Joint; who would do it, that is not void of Under- 
ſanding ? Surely, Job was aware of it, when he profeſſeth, 
He would not value a Life that depended on bis own Ri ghte- 


| oufneſs . | 
he Grace of God is little beholden to that Doctrine 
which would give the Glory of it to a graceleſs thing; and 
as little have the Souls of Men to thank it for: It feeds them 
with Dreams and Fancies; which when they awake, will 
leave them Hardy _ and hungry + . Therefore fit not 
down under the Shadow of that Gourd; it hath a Worm at the 
Root; and they will not be held guiltleſs, nor kept from the 
ſcorching Sun, whoever they be, that ſhelter themſelves in 
the Covert of it. Tis a Spart of Men's own kindling, 
wherewith though compaſled round, they'll lie down in Sor- 
row t. Therctore let thoſe who diſreliſh this Doctrine, be- 
cauſe it founds not Salvation upon Self, look well to their 
Standing, aud ſhift from it in Time. 

Infer. 3. Fall in practically with the Doctrine of Election, 
as founded upon Grace. As it was Grace which gave you your 
Elect Being, ſo let it be your 8 ue and utmoſt Endeavour to 
improve this your Being to the Praiſe of that Grace. 1. Give 
it the ſole Honour of Elections Original: Suffer not Free-will 
Grace, or _— elſe, to pretend to a Share in the Paren- 

tag e of it: not your Faith, whether „ or perfected, 
be reckened the Ground- Mort. or Motive of your Eleftion; 
it is a Branch of it, and the Branch (you know) cannot bear 
the Root F. Even Faith it ſelf muſt not (and if it be right 
Faith, it will not) gather where it hath not flrawed. Own no- 
thing (therefore) that may detract from the Honour that's due 
to Sovereign Grace. 2. Bear your ſelf upon this Grace, againſt 
all your Weakneſs and Unworthineſs: Let not theſe diſcou- 
rage you, but rather plead them as Occaſions by which Grace 
will be manifeſted and magnified, and ſhew it Cie to be what 
it is. Thus did David; Pardon my Sin for it is Great ||: And 
Moſes, 


® Job ix, 15, and 21. + Iſa. viii. 21. f Ch. I. 11. { Rom, 
xi. 18, || Pſa, xxv, 11. 
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for whom thou ſhouldeft do this; For they love thy 
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Moſes, when all the People's Obedience could not furniſh him 
with an Argument for Gop's continuing his Preſence with 
them; What's his Plea? They are an hong, ingenuous People ? 
Tractable to thy Commands ? Plant to thy Will? Ve are worthy 
and 


have built thee a Tabernacle? No, there is none of this Stuff 
in it: But, Let my LorD, I pray thee go with us; For it is @ 


fliff-necked People; their Neck is an Iron Sinew, and their Brow 


4 „ Therefore go thou with us, to better us, to ſoften us 
and to pardon us: And by this ſhall the Freeneſs of thy Grace 
appear to us: For, How elſe fall it be known that I and this 
People have found Grace in thy Sight +? But yet, withal; r. 
Look that you make not a light Matter of your Sins, or of 
your Sinfulneſs; You cannot think bad enough of your ſelf, 
or of them, nor be too much humbled; only, be not caſt 
down. 2. Uſe the Means that Grace hath appointed: Watch 
and be Sober; Watch unto Prayer; put on the whole Armour 
of Gop, and keep it cloſe about you; your Sword and your 
Shield be ſure you forget not: But till let your Eyes be to- 
wards the Hand of Grace, through CHRIST, for Counſel, 
Stren th, Agency, and _ thing; and depend on it 
for conferving and actuating Grace it hath wrought in you, 
as Plants do on their Roots: The Spouſe, after married to 
CHRIST, prays to be drawn to Him }. 3. Whatever befals 
you, remember the Pleaſure of God is in it; Hold your 
Peace as Aaron did 5; or if you muſt ſpeak, ler your Speech be 
ſeaſoned with Salt, it is the LoRD, let Him do as it ſeemeth Him 
good || . 


Other uſeful Inſtructions from the Doctrine of Elettion in general, 
and together. 


1. It being a Doctrine of ſo great Importance, be not in- 
different about it: Put your felf on the Trial touching : 
Intereſt in it, and bring forth your Evidence for it: Ob- 
ſerve what are the Properties of God's El:#, and fee if they 
ſtand on your fide, 

1. As touching the great Buſineſs of Salvation. Do you 
ſubmit to Mercy without Indenting, and making Twp wan 

ob! 


* Exod. xxxiv. g. Iſa. xlviii. 4. + Exod. xxxiii. 16. f Cant · 
i. 4+ F Levit. x. 3. || 2 Sam. iii. 18. 


= without aſking a Reaſon Why ? Or, How will theſe Things 
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Gop? Have you laid your ſelf at his Feet, with Peraduenture 
he will me alive? Ard if he fay, I have no Pleaſure in 
thee ; Lo, here I am, and here I will lie: If I muſt periſh, P11 
periſh here ; I cannot die in a better Place or Poſture. Thus 
did Job, when the Lorp ſeemed to ſet Himſelf againſt him, 
as reſolv'd to deſtroy him; yet ſtill he reſolved to truſt in him, 
and hold faft his Integrity“. This is a Lcve more Noble, 
and of an higher Extract, than thoſe are acquainted with, 
who conclude, that upon their doing This and That, (which 
they ſuppoſe every Man hath Power to do) they ſhall be faved; 
for ſuch kind of Love is mercenary: He will not ſtir, nor look 
towards the Vineyard, until he hath agreed for his Penny; 
the other goes in, and falls to his Work, and leaves to his 
Maſter, to give him what is meet 4; which alſo he leaves to 
his Mafter's Judgment, and not his own: And truly he ſpeeds 
ne'er the worſe for his ſo doing. But I would not be taken 
to intend a Contentation or Willingneſs to be deſtroyed : This 
J hope, is cleared before, under the firſt general Head. 

2. Do you own God's Sovereign Commands, without diſ- 
puting? Abraham did thus, in the Buſineſs of acc; altho' 
he could not ſce how the Promiſe of Gop, and the Killing 
of his Son, could ſtand together; and fo will 4braham's Chil- 
dren. das. They know that their Loxp is a Great King, hath 
te Dominion, giveth Account of none of his Matters: 
He is pleaſed to command, their Duty is to 


conſiſt? Such Demands become not the Lips of thoſe who 
live upon Grace. / 

3- Doth your Love towards Gop hold the fame Courſe 
that his Love hath done towards you? All that Gop hath 
done, or will do, for his Choſen, is the Product of Electing 
Love, Does all your Obedience ariſe from Love? And does 
this Love of yours grow out of his? Is his Eleing Love the 
Root of it? Is all you do towards Gop, in a way of Gratitude 
and Duty, and with Deſign to glorify his Grace? And when 
the Loxp ſeems to go from you, do you follow the harder af- 
ter Him; as He for a long time followed you, waiting that 
He might be gracious unto you? This is truly a Gop-like 
Love; the Eminency whereof lies in this, That He loved 
us when Enemies to Him; and loved us into a Likeneſs to 

Himfelf: 


* Job aiii. 15. + Matt. xx. 2, 7, 11: 
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Himfelf: Anſwerable wherato, we ſhall love Him, even while 
our Fears may apprehend him to be our Enemy; and through 
the Power of his Love ſecretly working in our Hearts, go on 
to love Him, until the Glory of the Lonp be 1ifen upon 
us. You could not thus love Gon, it He had not loved you 

* . 

* Do you rejoice in the Thoughts of Ele&ing Love, What 
it is, and I bence it came? What it hath deſigned you for, 
and will bring you unto at laſt? Is it your Delight to con- 
verſe with the Book of Life? And do you rejoice more that 
your Names are written in Heaven, than if Devils were ſub- 
ject to you; When your Fleſh and your Heart fail you, da 
you look to Electing Love as vour Strength and Portion, and 
count it a goodly Heritage? Do you aim at That which Blas- 
ing Love deligned you tor, and becauſe fo deſigned, if by any 
Means you may attain to it? And are you better ſati to 
be at the good Pleaſure of Gop, than at your awn? And 
bleſs his Wiſdom and Grace, for undertaking the Diſpoſure 
of your eternal Intereſt? Such Fruit could not be, but from 
that Seed of Gop. 

Let me add a few Tokens more of True Love, accordin 
to its ordinary Acceptation and Conduct among Men. 1. He 
that loves another, will delight in his Preſence, and ſeek Oc- 
caſions of converſing with him. 2. Being Abſent, he thinks 
much upon him, and gives welcome Entertainment to what- 
ever may be a Remembrance of him. 3. He will ſeek the 
Well-pleaſedneſs of him who is the Object of his Love, by 
preſenting Things lovely to him, by avoiding whatever may 
diſguſt him; by a wary preventing, or ſpeedy removing, what 
might give the other occaſion to be jealous of his Love to 
him. 4. He will candidly interpret whatever might ſeem a 
declining of the others Love to him; and not be ſatisfied un- 
til it be recovered, or better underſtood. 

2. If you be of this happy Remnant of Election, then 
look fur ill Uſage from the World. The Men of the World 
have always hated Gop's Ela, and will: Why did Eau 
hate Jacob? becauſe of the Bleſſing +: And our Saviour 
exprelly ſays to his Diſciples, I have choſen u out of the 
Wirld, therefore the Nord hates you}. hile in Na- 


ture, 
* 1 John iv. 19. +* Gen. xxvü. 41. f John xv. . 
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ture, they love the World, and the World them: But when 
Election breaks forth in its Fruits, when once they are Called 
according to Purpoſe, then a Man's Enemies will be thoſe of 
his own Houſe. And hence it is, that the very Doctrine of 
Election is fo diſguſtful to the World, aud contended againit ; 
wherein I wiſh that ſome of the Elect themſelves were not un- 
wittingly involv'd. Therefore think it not ſtrange, but take 
it as an Appendix of Election *; as a Part of That you were 
choſen unto ; and as That by which partly you muſt be fitted 
for the main End: Your LoxD Himfelf was made perfect 
through Sufferings +; and thoſe Foreknown, were predeſtina- 
ted to be conformed to their Head, in Suffering as well as 
Glory f. 
D Having truſted Electing Love for Eternal Salvation ſee you 
aiffcuſt it not for things of l/zſer moment. When the Lorp 
ordained you to Life, He ordained alſo all thoſe various Oc- 
currences, * and Turnings, you ſhould be exerciſed 
with in your Way thither; and, tis ſure, He docs nothing in 
vain, "There is need of all forts of Weather for the Earth's 
good, all Fair would deſtroy it. Know it therefore of a 
Truth, that all your Concerns were fore-determin'd of Gop ; 
and that fo well, that all you Prudence and love to your- 
ſelves, could not mend it: Nor can all your Care and Soli- 
citude alter any of them, either as to Matter or Form; n 
not to change the Colour of an Hair; therefore, Take no 
Thought F. 

But whence is it, that Believers, who have truſtad Gon . 
their Souls, ſhould yet make a D of Truſting Him for their 
outward Man? And ſo cumber themſelves with unprofitable 
Burden ? | 

Earthly things are nearer our Senſes; and thence we are 
more {-nfible of the Comfor: of them, as alſo of their Want : 
They alſo ſeem more within our Line and Compaſs; and fo 
we reach more earneſtly after them, and are anſwerably troub- 
led when we fall ſhort: Whereas we ſhould carry it for 
Temporals, as we do (or ſhould do, rather) for our Souls and 
ſpiritual Portion ; that is, look to our preſent Duty, be dili- 
gent in our Place, and Content with ſuch things as we haue 9; 
bearing our ſelves as becomes the Children of ſuch a Father, 


ſo 


John xv. 17, 18, 19. + Heb. ii. 10, 7 Rom. viii. 29. and 
vi. 3. Mat. vi. 31. || Heb. xiii, g. 
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ſo rich, wiſe, bountiful, tender, and faithful to us; who al- 
ways gives the beſt Supply; and That in the beff Proportion, 

ner, and Time, 

Have therefore your Faith exerciſed, as about the greatef?, fo 
alſo about the ſmalleſt and commoneſt Matters; (uſe Grace, and 
have Grace:) It is want of Uſe makes you lame of your right 
Hand, and much Uſing renders it more uſeful. Faith is the 
Head of your ſpiritual Senſes; and if That be active, the reſt 
cannot be idle, nor much at a loſs. Faith alſo is a Plain-dea- 
ler; it repreſents things as they are; ſhews them in their true 
Dimenſions, with their Uſe and End. See therefore that you 
never hold a Conſultation, unleſs Faith be preſent, yea and 
Preſident too, elle all will be in ducrder at once: One Act of 
Faith ſhall ſooner remove the Mountain, than all the Cattle 
on a thouſand Hills. a ; 

Laffly, You that have cloſed with this Truth, and having 
made diligent Search, do find in your ſelves thoſe Marks of 
Gop's Elec, fit down and take the Comfort of it: Let this 
Joy of the Lond be your Strength: Eat your Bread and drink 
your Wine, or Water either, with a merry Heart, fince Gop 

accepted you. If David's Heart was ſo taken with that 
temporal Favour which choſe him to be King before the 
Houſe of Saul v; how ſhould our Souls be wrapt into the third 
Heaven, That Ve, (poor, unworthy, wretched Ve) ſhould 
be taken into that peculiar Favour in which the generality of 
Men have nothing to do? How ſhould it affect our Hearts, 
and raiſe up our Spirits, both in all active Obedience, as Da- 
vid, who danced before the Ark with all his Might, and alſo 
to all long Suffering with Joyfulneſs; as Paul, and other 
choſen Veſſels, who rejoiced in Tribulation ; becauſe this 
Love of Gop was ſhed abroad in their Hearts +. 

Art thou of thoſe who are Wiſe and Noble according to the 
Fleſh? Be filled with an holy Amazement, and Exultation 
together, (Rejoicing with Trembling) That the Great GOD 
(to whom thou waſt no more than others thy Conſorts that 
are left, and who commonly chules the baſe and foolh, there- 
by to magnify his Grace) ſhould thus go out of his Way to 
call in - and hath alſo made his Call u, to thee, 
even then when thou waſt environ'd with a World of Temp- 
cations to obſtruct it. And 3 thou be a Man of low Degree, 


poor, 


„ 2 Sam. vi. 21. 7 Rom. v. 3, 4 5 
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poor, weak, fooliſh, of no Account among Men, even as 

one that is net; and hath the LokpD regarded thee in thy low 

Eftate, and magnified thee, by ſetting his Love upon thee ? 

Hath He taken thee from the Dunghill to ſet thee among 

Princes, even the Princes of the World to come? This is 

that Exaltation which the Poor ſhould always Næjeice in. 

Were you the Head inſtead of being the Tail; were the Necks 

of your Enemies under your. Feet; yea, were nbi Devils them- 

ſelves made ſubject to you ; it could not afford vou the thou- 

ſandth part of that Cauſe of Rejoicing, as that your Names 

are written in Heaven. Are other Men proſperous in che 

World, and free from Trouble, while you ate reduc'd to a 

low Eſtate, and chaſtened every Morning ? Have (perhaps) 

but an handful of Meal, and a little Oil in a Cruſe, Ce. yet 

think not your Portion mean, or hardly dealt out : Your 

Things are to come; — are growing in the other World? 

and at the Time of Harveſt the Che will fend his Angels for - ' 

you; Yea, your Loxp Himſelf will come an@'fetch you thi- 

ther; and you ſhall be for ever with Him; in whoſe Preferice 

i: Fulnefs of Foy, and at whoſe gight Hand are Rivers of Pleas 

ſure for evermere : And then you will Sizg [This Lines are fallin 

to me in pleaſant Places; ] at —. now. As Abrdſiam 

dealt by his Concubines Children, fo doth Gob by the m- 

en of the World: He gives them Portions, and ſends them 
y ; But the Inheritance He reſerves for his [ſancs; to them 

He gives all that He hath; yea, even Himſelf : And what ean 

we haye more? x0 10 
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to whom He was appointed by the F aTHER to be 
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Body conſiſt, i. 6. It is made up of &e excluſive to 3 1 
>< Number i — and intiron and 
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with others, ye bog. the the, ns pak : ang op 
How frequen an -p eſs 
ſpeak of t * Profeffing K 1 to ee that ac- 

cording to the higheſt Pattern, Exen as the FaTHER laved 
Him, ſe He lowed them © : And hom things ute yin 


for them; not to paged he eee . 


down of his Life for them **; 


* Heb. ix. 23, + Ch. xii, 23. f Prov. viii. 31. 2 
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I. to ft with N im in his Throne'®,, 
rl ee böller of them, except 
with à kind of en pt and de Let them alaneſ; 
23 the Duſt of of 1 hoe ft; Give” not... ' that” which is bs 


n {eek Him, th ſha: 
not 5 i, im Bel for his. Ele, . Pele found of * even 
while they wary of Him N "Fhe Inſtances of . 
the ria, the poſſeſſed Gadaren, His People 2 
Corinth, are 2. of it. nd all this, becauſe Theſe 2 bs 
his Portion, and the Lot of his Inheritancs a They are the 
Men which the FarHAA gave Him oit of the World 4+ : For a8 
Cnr1sT our Head is not of the World tt ; fo neither is his 
Kingdom, nor the Subſecks of it. 


It is true, the FatHER hath gi ven Cunler to be Head 
over All; But his Lordſhip, over Men in general, and his 
Headſhip over the Church, have a far different Reſpect and 
Conſideration ;- He is Gow of the whole Earth, but rays s 
God in a way peculiar to his Choſen FF . An Headſhip 
Dominion He hath over Rebels, and Service He hath from . 
though they think not ſo, nor intend any thing leſs. Vebu- 
chadnexzar was his hired Days-man againſt Tyre Il, and Cyrut 
againſt Babylon ; whoſe right Hand He had, though they 
knew Him not; So Moab was his Haſh-pot *+ . But for the 
Elk, they are his Natural Subjects; Tough not naturally ſo) 
they are bo by another Title, and to another End: And fo in- 
timate is the Relation between Him and them, that they are 
ſaid to be of his. Fleſh, and of his Bones *4 They both have 
one Soul and Spirit; He and they make one perfee? Man . 

That the — World is put in Subjection to CHRIST, is 
for the Llact's ſake; the Power He hath over others, is in order 
to their Salvation; He is Head over all Things to the Church®\: 
that is, to ſubject, diſpoſe, and order all for the Church's 
Good: He hath Power over all Bb, that He might give eternal f 
Life (nat to all He hath Power over, but) to ur many as the 
FATHER hath given Him d; Which Giving imports Elaction 
as going before it: And —_— He lays, I have mani fed 

p43 \ 3 
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4. We find by 2 ak Ll that Church and 3 
but two ſeveral. Litles of the fame Perſans, in a ſeveral Re- 
ſpeft; Ela as choſen of Gon to Salvation; and 1 Bes 
called The Church of Gop, and ſaich to be Sand7ified by 
the FaTHER, Jude ver. I. And the Church pts as 
iveri or committed to Him by the FATHER, in order to that 
Sead, Fohn xvii. 6. Of his Church were thoſe particu- 
lar Congregations, to whom the Apoſtles infcribed her 7 
tles; where we have them ſometimes ates Beloves 
Gop.t: Sometimes, the Church of Gov, and 5 0 
Cunbr 5. At other times, Saints and faithful, Brethren” in 
CHRIST || : Thed, Churches of the Sag : And Church « 
the Firſt: ene, And ſometimes expreſiy Eller ft. B af 
which is ſig 11 Thar Le Chatch 'of HRIST conſiſts of 
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When Cuaisr ſhall appear in his Glary, den ſhall his 
Members be gathered to Him; The LoxD my Gon fhall come 
and all the Saints with thee, lays Zecharias 11. And Paul (dl 
courſing the ſame thing) lays, They that are Cusisx'a atibis | 
Coming yy: Which ſhews that they are CyR13T's fo as others 
are not. And that it is meant of Ele& Perſons, appears by 
our Saviovkr's own Words, when ſpeakin % of that tis Com- 
ing, and of the fame Perſons wha are faid to be hit, and to 
come with Him, He gives them 2 that Denomination, 
He ſball ſend forth bis An 27 and atber together his 
Elect : But as for the Ref of the 2 lived not _ 

11 
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till a tho [ Years after *; therefore theſe Reſt were no Part 
of This y. It may alſo be noted, That thoſe who did 
not Riſe with the Saints, are ſpecified here by the ſame Word 
or Note of DiſtinMon, as thoſe Vet Electad are, in another 
Place, The Election hath obtained, and the Reſt were blinded + : 
And that thoſe who had part in the 1 Reſurrecion are the 
ſame Perſons that are written in the LaMs's Book of Life, is 
evident, by comparing Rev. xx. 4. with Chap. xiii. 8. 

3. It was neceſſary, that the Body or Church of CaurisT 
ſhould be compoſed of the Elect Seed; 1. Becauſe none elſe 
were fit to be of this Body, but ſuch as ſhould be like the 
Head. Carnal Members would be as uncomely to a Spiritual 
Head, as one of the Brutes to be Adam's Companion. The 
King's Daughter-elect (to make her a ſuitable Match for his 
Son) muſt be all glorious within: Not only of the ſame out- 
ward Metal, (for ſo were thoſe other Creatures with Adam) 
but made in the ſame Mould, and endued with the ſame Spi- 
rit and Underſtanding: There muſt be a Congruity in all the 
Parts throughout: They muſt be Cop'es of Him; each one 
reſembling the Children of a King t. If the Head be Heavenly, 
ſo muſt the Members; They cannot walk together, if not 
thus agreed. 2. Becauſe this Likeneſs to CHRIST is praper to 
the Ele: 'Tis a Royal Privilege intail'd upon them, and 
cannot deſcend or revert to any out of that Line. That this 
Likeneſs to CHRIST is requiſite to all his Members, and alſo 
peculiar to Elect Perſons, are both atteſted in Rom. viii. 29. 
l bam He did foreknaow, He ao did predeſtinate to be conformed 
to the Image of his SON, that might be the Fir/t-born amon 
many Brethren : Which implies, that the Fore-4known (or Elect 
only are predeſtinated thereto; and, that were it not for Pre- 
deſtination, the + vg {ſhould have but a thin Aﬀembly to 
prefide among ; indeed nothing but Blanks for his great Ad- 
venturg, and long Expectation. In Eph. i. 3, 4, 5. He 
further-appropriates thoſe ſpiritual Bleſſings, by which Men 
are conformed to CHRIS, to the fame Pei ſons; Bleſſed be the 
Gop and FATHER F our Lok JEsUs CHRIST, who hath 
bleſſed as with all Spiritual Bleſſing in heavenly Things in CaRIST: 
According as He hath choſen us in Him:— Having r 
1s to the Adoption of Children, &c. By theſe two Scriptures it 
appears, that Gop's Children, and CRHRISTH's Brethren, are 

G 4 the 
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the ſame Perſons; and that they were ſo made by Election. 
But, are CRHRIST's Brethren, and his Church the fame Per- 
ſons? Take your Solution from Heb. ii. 12. I will declare 
thy Name unto my Brethren ; In the midſt of the Church will I 
fing Praiſe unto Thee. 3. This Likeneſs to CHRIST is not at- 
tainable by any, without firſt being in Him as their Head: 
For which Cauſe the El:& were choſen in Him . It is out 
- of CunrsT's Fulneſs that all Grace is received: And in order 
to that Reception there muſt be Union: The Branch cannot 
bear Fruit of itſelf, nor indeed be a Branch, unleſs it grow 
out of the Vine. For which Cauſe and End, the deſigned 
Members cf his Body were decretively ſeparated from their 
wild Olive Root, and put into CyrIsT by Elton; and in 
the Fulneſs of Time, actually. And hereby they are made 
Partakers of the Fatneſs of that Heavenly Root; Ci. e. of the 
SpirIT of CHRIST, which is called the Anointing 4. In this 
Reſpect, the Firft and Second Adams are ſet forth as Parallels 
touching Head/hip to their reſpective Bodies. As from Adam 
their natural Head, all Mankind have derived their natural 
Being; fo from CHRIST their Spiritual Head, do all the Elect 
Seed receive their Spiritual Being and Nature: On which 
Account He is ſtiled The A FATHER, and they his 
Children t. They were all in Car1sT from Eternity as truly 
but ſpiritually as Mankind in Adam when he fell; or Levi in 
Abraham's Loins when Melcheſedec met him. Eve's Produc- 
tion (as to the manner of it) was a Pattern of this: She was 
made of Adam's Subſtance; but ſhe came not out of his Loins 
but out of his Side d So is the New Creature extracted out 
of CarisT's: they ate Bone of his Bones, and Fleſh of his 
Fleſh, ſpiritually underſtood. And none can thus proceed 
from Him, but ſuch as were in Him decrettvely before the 
World: Men are bleſſed with theſe ſpiritual Bleffings, as be- 
ing in CHRIST, and not otherwiſe . 


INFERENCES. 


Inf. 1. Let no Man pietend to this honourable Relation of 
Memberſhip to CHRIST, without ſomething to ſhew, by 
which he may warrantably avouch it. The currenteſt Mark 

will 


6 Eph. i. 4. +* 1 John it. 27. 1 Ifa. ix. 6. Heb. ii. 13. 
Gen. ii. 21, 23. || Eph. i. 4. Tit. iii. 5, 6. | 
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will be your Conformity, not to Men, or Self, but Craig 

Jzsus — 2 It is That muſt denominate you Chr; AT 
indeed. At the latter Day CHzISt will know nome but. 
as have made Robes white in the Blood of the ,AMB.. 
Hang by's and Ivy-claſpers will then be ſhook off, and 2 
only retained that have his Subſtance in them. Many ſhal 
come, and plead their Works, what they have been, and what 
they have done; and their old Hypocriſy will be ſo-immove- 
able and impudent, that they'll even expoſtulate the Matter 
with him: Have we not propheſied in thy Name, and in thy 
Name caſt out Devils, and done many wonderful Works * ! Of 
whom our Loxp will profeſs, that He knows them nat; No, 
nor He never knew them +. His own he knows by their Like- 
neſs to Him: He knows, and cannot but know, the Mem- 
bers of his Body: My Sheep I know, but who are ye? will 
He then fay to all that are but de Members of Him : 
which will (indeed) be a doleful hon of their ground- 
leſs (though ſpecious Confidence: Look to it therefore in 


Time. 


Infer. 2. We hence the ſafe and honourable Eſtate 
f | a.” x i n 


Fir, Their State is honourable. If the Woman's Dig- 
nity riſe in Proportion with that of her Lord: how highly 
dignified is the Spouſe of CarisT, in having the Son of 
Gop for their Head! That Seed of Abr which the ſe- 
cond Perſon took on Him, was inſtantly enobled with a Glory 
becoming the Son of Gop, and the Head of Principalities 
and Powers; and no more to be conſidered meerly after the 
Fleſh : In like manner, having accepted thoſe his Church is 
compoſed of, He communicates to them of his own Condi- 
tion and Nature. The Glory his FATHER bad. given Him, He 

ves to them t. And notwithſtanding their former and natural 
aſeneſs, He reckons them now as One with Himſelf; and 
according to what He will make them at laſt. A Tincture 
thereof He gave them here in Regeneration; which alſo He 
carries on from Glory to Glory, and at his Appearing it ſhall 
be perfected; They ſhall be like Him indeed F. To ſay of the 


hurch's 


* Mat. vii. 22. + Ver. 23 Þ} John xvii. 22. 
$ I John iin. 2. 
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That He, is the SoN ore — to give Him 
7 905 and Honour.: That which every 
1 bow unto. His. Glory 8. ſo incomprehenſchly 
. er. we ſhiall ſooger be. loſt. in . into it, 
= Encomiuns worthy of ſuch a Subject: I chere 
ay nb more of it; Nor can mbre he ſaid (in fo many 
| to illuſtrate the Church's Glory than that She is the 
| ' ChrIST, Hence the Glory of our Religion, and of 
Confellors. And, let pa that it is not-a bare 
mala or temporary Dignity they are veſted with; but that 
which, is rea, felid,, and T durable. Princes confer Titles of Ho- 
nayr, but cannot infuſe Dif ea worthy, thoſe Titles, nor 
Keep teh from de nerating: CHRIST, as Had of the Church, 
dex both: He erives into his own, his own Prince-like 
Virtues; and that as . (and intelligibly too, to thoſe 
that. pabtake of them ,] as the Vine its Sap into its natural 
Branches. What a La rinth js,it both of Honour and Con- 
lation, That the Blood Ro al of, Heaven runs in their 
Veins, ant will never out! But, true as it is, how few do 
believe it? And of thoſe few, who is it that lives up to the 

Father it? Two Ends (therefore) L mention it for. 

To bear up your Spirits N the World's Frowns 
= Calumnies, which the ſerious Thoughts of your Relation 
to. ſuch an Head, m 75 well caunterballance and relieve you 
agarnff. Princes in Exile, "i if in their own Country un- 
known and mean attended) arg but courſly uſed; (and we 
marveft not at the Matter) which. yet the Thoughts of thcir 
High. Birth, and Confidence of Reſtorement, do mightily 
fup port them utider : Much more Would t the Sons of Gop 
{whoſe Decent i is not reckoued from the Kings of the Earth) 

ve MLin their Eye their divine Extract, with that circum- 
ferent Reward that's coming, and bear up their Heads in a 
Prince-like manner! and for the Joy that is ſet before them, 
both endute the Croſs, and deſpiſe the Shame; until they come 
to be exalted, not only aboye thoſe Nick-names the World 
now impoſes on them; but above the moſt honourable Names, 
and” moſt ferene Titles that are found under Heaven | Then 
ſhall it'bEKnown IM hoſe you are; your Luſtre ſhall be no lon- 
er hid; the ſe that deſpiſe you: now, ſhall lick the Def of your 
wet +: And then ſhall be accompliſhed that great Word of 


Four SAVIOUR, (and that as yy as it were done already) 


The 
* ſöbn i. 2 2, 3 1. xlix. 23. Pſalm Ixxii. 9. 


as, by PR — 


e «lg 875 be donę 
in a Corner; but as ye hade openly reviſed, @ ſhall po 
have a N The gr eat Trumpet ſhall be blown. in 
the End: The Arch-Angel with the Trumpet of Gon 
ſhall come, and that with ſo ſhrill a Note, that Heaven 3 


Earth mall ring 1 _=_ ſhalt be 2 of his 
Song, Ariſe, ſhine bt is come, eG 

Leis i be fn fr Lo ind ſhall ſe — more) Thus 

be dome to Zion, * no Man now ſeeketh after J. 


[2.1 To mind you that your — State obliges to an 
both towards Selves. 
and — — 1 — . 

1.) As touchin Head: 1. Own his upremacy, 
. Him —— all Things: Call no Man on 
arth Maſter; i. „ i Point of Faith: Give unto Cæſar all 

that belongs to him; only reſpect Cuxis r as ſupreme Law- 

giver.” 2. Submit to his —— Steer your Courſe 

his Counſels, and follow his Conduct: Go after hee Him where- 
ever 12324 Le el you Senfes have their Seat in 

Head: every thing be underſtood by you accordin 
— Senſe and I ion of it; parks 4 there needs X 
Argument to back the Exhortation, chat Ordinance, Thy De- 
1 thy Huſband, — rule over thet is as 
concerning Cnnisr and the Church ++. 3. 

Expos: your ſelf for Him: Stand between Him and Wrongs: 
Preſerve his Honour and Intereſt with the utmoſt Hazard of 
your felf : | Let Life and Death be as Things indifferent to 
you, ſo CTs may be magnified in you tf. 4. Look to your 
Head for Supply of all Gre, from his Fulneſs it is to be 
had, and no where elſe: Hold to your Head, leſt Notions be- 
guile you of your Reward 5 11 Be alſo ſure, That you keep 
to your Place and Duty, left you miſs of the Nouriſhment - 
that belongs to you: A Member out of its Plate, is (for the 
Time) as a Member eut off. 5. Laftly, Adorn your Head 
by A daily aſpiring to a nearer Reſemblance of Him: Shew 
orth his ren Be holy as He was: Let all your Put be 
A 
"tot! | ; * 

* John xvii. 22, + Rev. iii. 21. f Iſa. xxvii. 19. 95 The. 
iv. 16. 2 1. and 20, 1 Jer. xxx. 17. Gen. iii. 15. 
++ Eph. v. 24. ft Phil. i. 20. 5 Col. ii. 18. 19. 


L 
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ſuch as are meet for. ſuch a Root. Gop the; FATHER is the 
Head of CHRIST, and He bore the expreſs Image of his Perſon * 
in all that He did: He could do . hut. what He ſaw the 
FATHER &s + : So do you by your Head nnter: Make 
Him ry Example; and in order thereto, Live upon Him as 
- your immediate Root, and give Him the Honour of his own 
roductions; remembring withal, That every Slip of yours 
cafts Soil upon Him. SES 3 
2.) There is a Reſpect due to your ſelves: (A ſuperfluous 
24 = would think, yet needful..) ok . Aptitude 
=P to honour ourſelves; but, as 
Head, is too much unthought of. Th 
beſeem the common Rank, would be a D 
Honour: The King's Daughter ſhould be known by our out- 
ward Garb; Glorious within and Cloathing of wrought Gold de- 
- Cypher the ſame Perſon, and may not be, ſeparated. Ye have 
an High Calling walk warthy of it t, and your 'Thank- 
fulneſs by an humble Retribution : Honour that which ho- 
nours you, by comporting with its End: Make not your ſelf 
cheap; ſtoop not beneath your Degree; make CHRIST alone 
the Objea of your Love, ight, ndance z to do other- 
wiſe is to debaſe your ſelf D. The Chureh is the Glory of 


e 


Cuntisr; its Members therefore ſhould think themſelves too 


good, and too great, to be ſpent on the World; and the World 
too mean and empty, to afford them either Satisfaction or 


Adornment. A circumſpect walking, Soberneſs of Mind, 


Humility, Self denial, with a Mee d Quiet Spirit, are 
Jewels of Price, and Ornaments indeed: By theſe the invited 
Gueſts ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves from Intruders; and real 


1 ians from meerly nominal. In Chriſtianity tis no Badge 
o 


ride or IIl- huſbandry, to wear your beſt every Day; we 


ſhould not be ſeen without it: Much wearing will better it, 


and it cannot be dam but by lying by. Your Badies 

are worthy of . 1 and ,- line: They are the 

Figures of CHRIST's Humanity, and Temples of the Hol r 

GHOST ; therefore keep them unſpotted, and profane them 

not, either by faſhioning them to the World, or ſubjecting 

them to ſervile Uſes. But I would not cauſe any to err ; 
e (though Ornaments) are not your Righteouſneſs : When 


„ Heb. i. 3. + John v. 19. f Phil. iii. 44. Col. I. 10. 


$ Ia. lvii. 9. 
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te eh 8488 want 2 was therefore Wt out z, f 
iſcriminable by them that ſtood by; Abrabam was 
nel by With: before Am; bur, before 4 * it Was the 1 
ae of Cnxtsr, herein by Faith he. fhrouded Him 
Tal juftifies the Prrſin, and Works juſtify his Faith, both i 
himſelf and other Men, 

3. Then carry it towards your Brethren 2s Members of 
fame Body. 1. Uſurp'not d them, as if mote thak 4 20 


low-Member with 8 80 not the ſtrong, DeſÞife n 
the weak: Who udge? There's none but Nia 
need of e fire? rs, tho" for the molt part, 


that need it moſt, arp moſt backward to eld it: But this tak 
for z Rule, chat the leſs by 5 yo your op te 


Peas Member 2. In lace and Office : 
ach Member hath its own, to — it is fitted: This it beſt 


bins, and Here it is FE Uſeful ; elſewhere jt would” be 
| get tranſpoſed, and 


e 


the Ipt ty 

Lex the e have Preference N Lays 
lar Part; un ade that wh 8 oy rf for 1 
an Aſie of ta 


2 is is, in a 
gee, ix Toy down 4 Hearts 
theſe Flu rec Gal, is acteptable ro op, and i 


d Err en; and a good Fvidenes it is of voor Memib 
RIST, * 3 
St „ Tbe Church is fie. The Soy of 'Gop bei 
and SAVIOUR, defpeaks aloud their 4 apa 


Vi} 133976 4 145 


I! pit! eV 


. Heb. v. 2, 1 Gal. vi. 1, 


7 o n 
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2 rl 


are indeed * about with e A, 0880 
5 5 and ye yet 5 7 Jive, pom he 
54 prove are then Conquerors Reaſon is . Phe 
Had is in Heaven whenge all Relief comes; and that Awrque 
Bad. be ſtopped. If ye. 2 of cineipalities Powers 


which d ns in_the Ars On Is has a Power 7 
under bis For ir Power of hurting, 
eir er ut fn in this they axe ſtill circumvent! 


C * 
3 


hb ring h it. t t 
b Exch es hen de e Pen own Net; bp + 58 Pane 4 . Ho 
in t ben his 
e cg x the 00 iſdom of 


turns che n nn, þ = By ? 


2 

ag and GHRIST 
in Er it gaod Gil ths icious .of 
Tu ind 4 in bruiſi Hater s H 4 got. a 
ule 1 bie own Head; th WD have-f * ned 


tive, or turn d on. hunk 

"HRIST, the Gentiles and Jews to 8 5 
ed. fo 
d 


au what got he by it, but the 

+ of km. Seed Ge he I Lafatuarjon 
othing m A es . 

reſt to ex 9 55 8 


SEE: 


fore, wha teye; | b h 

the Chtrch's, comet who keying Ie the 

oo V. 18 ve out no more than IX ae AX 52 

th 125 have b 22 ent... 1 

Pane Bel e hn aa 

at E 1 

Counſels, 5 e ly, ts Ca 

ſervables, tis Matter of Wor 

reſcience bath o interwoven the dee 
is Church, as induceth a kind of 


ore Wilk th 
cceffit y to protect the 


Church 


* Heb. i. 1g. and ii, 8. + e. 1 7 John xi. 30. 


f  KEDENPP ION ws 
Church for the World's Support. 22 Tt bur Lü 
quently com paſſeth his Work, dy ſetting his Enemmeg do tl 
— — . es 
mines 

up with their own Train +. f — 

But fu poſe that Hell be bro N 
cuſts belc — out of the bottomle 
. Stren 1 with £7 5 7 
and by 1 5 angler, and of the N "Ao - 
ity, and the pes, thy thr Eno e 


— to Travail : 2 8000 * 
decome of Do "Ts is 75 2 Tour 8 
There ſtill hangs a Cloud betwee h the” 1; The Fra Mp 


bright is towards the Church 

n ſurrounded by the Churth's Sides 
Pound, as by Chariots and 200 Fre 57 5. ct 
He who fits m the Heavens, wi {Hay them in 5 


total End) Fire e fer un . 27 5 


vouy them N. on 

* thee is yet 1 hose dreadful forts 
Devil i im 

dealt with, Thi LE 0 red 25 5 

ing no er, ma out W 

ted Mr vid Beſt öde the 

tive Militia, with all 12 5. 1 af Fer ait | 


will not do it; oe N e 
they H turn e Qu in the G5 K 
(accordin bo 'Skill) ) it mY F not ayail yo 

with this 4 d as ſtubble to 4 Bow; Yet Ek 
couragec, = renpu depend on the, 
League above, "hat Cn an noialable ederati 


11 
alt whoſe Forces your Lord is nde in Chief. wy 
Lion of the Tribe of Jah | is able ws. bo teal with that. J 


pl e ; yea, H done-it already z, 
his Croſs He W 


* Exod. i. 1% at. + 2 Kings vi. 8, 9. Plalm 1 WI 
2 Chr. xx. 22, 23. f Exod. xiv. 20. $ 2 Kings vi. 17, J Pſa, 
u. 4. 1 Rev. xx. 9. ** Col. ii 15. 


m, Hor tar R 
ſcript. © ſhort, the only dreadful Thi 
il, Death — Hell, are but ſubordinate Attendants, 
be Effects on their Cauſes) and therefore, That taken away, 
reſt are durch Kl 2 they have loſt their Power of D 
ſo that the Church ill remains Invincible; and the, 
of all i, Ni founded" 4 a Roct“, and that Rock is CHnlsTf. 
All which being true, pat on! of the Church'in grols, but 
of * L denne. . dy "Boll, NE 
. 2, Fa one 18 © apaid 
with (00 Lot; Be pla ad * ON in-chis you 2 8 
tion: is is the Ex 112 ratber of low — 
— hi ? . our Rank and Seen ever ſo mean 
rid, care not for it; but reſt contented with your 
Place,” be thankful for i it: Deſire not (your ſelf) to change 
it, but ſtrive to fill it up, and be as, uſeful in it as ou 1. 
Look alſo for roubles, and think them. not / 
Captain 6 eur s Salvation was made rings bee ering 7 8 3 
aud the ervant may n Kh 4 fare FR 
2 ＋ If Jxsos Cnkisr x er the 420 7 e 
all Love, Cqunſel, Care and Protection from Hi 
— * Him, entitles all t 1 It is 8 be 
the and ta che y. and eve em 
jor ae and eaſt about for its Welfare 114 Safety 
2 . his nun Flad, 4 doth "ren his. Churc 2. 


e 5 be, in th aber ! 
te more Gol . "Na cg 0 * 
. „ ang 70. 


in from way 4 
Fot He Ang the : 12 2 1 af the F 
Toh the @ K-10 Brethren | are to be. maintained upon bis 


2 5. Reft alto aſtured of fife Condugt to the projuſed 
Adverſatics and Difficulties you will certainly meet 
with; remaining Corruptions, like the mixed Multitude, 
will de tumultuating and pting within: the Amalekites and 
People of his Wrack, will ſtand in your Way without, or be 
falling on your Rear, to cut off the weak and feeble: and the 
Serpent 
* Matt. xvi. 48. + 1 Cor. x..4, t James i. 9. < 1 Pet. iv. 
12. | Heb. ii. 10. 1 Luke xxii. 31. Eph, v». 2g. f 
Cor. xii, 29. 1 Pla. IXxxiv. 11. 
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Serpent will yet be nibling and bruiſing Heel, but higher , 
than that wander yrs] Heart Lary your Head are out 
of reach, therefore ſafe: If it come to the worſt, ye can but 
die, and Death itſelf ſhall not hurt you: Nay, you conquer 
Dying : It ſhall but mend Pace Heavenwards, and haſten 
you up to the Throne of Gop. Therefore quit you like Men, 
and as Men of neareſt Relation, by Blood and Spirits, to the 
Man Cnnisr Jesus : For, Gon r ; 
Feet ſhortly . Come, will your in ſay to „come, 

Set your Feet on the Neck of this King of Pride +; and do by him 
as he hath done by others, and would have done alſo by you; 
Give him dowble according to his Works 1: This is the time 
when ye ſhall judge Angels F; and all under the Conduct of 
this your Head and Captain, who will now preſerve you Fault- 


leſs, even before the Preſence of his Glory with exceeding Toy || . 
2. That our Lox D IESsus * bis Life a Ranſom for 


That the Elec ate CnHRIST's peculiar Portion, is ſhewn be- 
fore; and what Engagements were upon Him on that Account 
for their Redemption, will appear afterwards. By Giving 
Himfelf" a I underſtand the whole of his Humiliation, 
whatever He did or ſuffered for us as Mediator, from his In- 
carnation to his Reſurrection; all which are ſummarily ex- 
E by the Blood of his Croſt: as all the precious Fruits of 

is Death, are by Forgs of Sins, and ation with 
Gor. That was the wherewith He bought them that 
ſhould be ſaved ; and This the Salvation He bought for them, 
and Them for it. For albeit that Satan (through their Free- 
will Failings in Adam): had got a temporary Mortgage upon the 
Ela ; they are not his; the Fee-Simple or Right of 
Inheritance remains in CHRIST, and therefore, at the Year 
of Jubilee, return to Him as the Right Heir; though not 
without both. Conqueſt, and full Price; which two together 
make Redemption compleat. 

My Scope here, is to ſhew, That the Body or Church of 
CnRisr are eſpecially concerned and intereſted in Redemption - 
And in order „I would conſider two other of the Di- 


I vine 


Rom. xvi. 20. + Joſh, x, 24, Rev. xviu, 6. { 1 Cor. 
vi. 3. || Jude ver. 34. 
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vine Works, both which reſpect the World Univerſally, as 
Redemption doth, and yet have a * them, as Re- 
demption alſo hath, vez. Creation an 
1. Creaticn: One Go was the Maker of all; but all were 
not made fer the fame Uſe and End: He had a peruliar Scope 
in the making of ſome, which. was not common to the 4e; 
yea, the whale was made for the Sake of that eme. As in a 
great Houſe are many Veſſels, al ef one Maſter's providing, 
and all for his own Service, -fothe to Honour, and ſome to 
Diſhonour: So in the World, ſame God raiſed up to be Mo- 
numents of his Powers and Juſtice *; called therefore Veſſel. 
13 Others are Veſſels of Mercy, whom He . formed for 
nſelf t, and are therefore ſaid to be 'afore-prepared unts 
Gy 
— This alſo Abende All, and to each Indi- 
vidual : He hath Power over all, and govern them He doth, in 
their moſt ungoverned Defig ns-ind Actions: But as 4outhing 
his Church, the People of bor Hine, He holds a peculiar 
kind of Government over them, and Steerage of their Concerns: 
And this fo far exceeds the «ther, thut, in compariſon, tis 
ſaid, He never bore rule —— and, which is ſlill to be 
remarked, the others Concerns are made fbſervjtnt. :$9:theirs 
He is Head over all tothe Church. In like manner ion 
— to be General, andt yet to have a in it: It 
is ral, 1. In reſpect of Pont. 2. In reſpecb of Things. 
Both which are true apart, tho*. not Abe. purchafeth 


Jome' 'Fhings for Ah; and ui good or eme. As 
it ts Perfons, it ECT -general-Repnieve, &tenſive to 


all the Bons of uam The Sin — ſo far ex- 
plated, that Ven was not ecuted; hich muſt 
— been, had not the Sox of Gon (interpoſed Himſelf: His 
being' lain from the Foundatiom of the World, was the Foun- 
dation of the World's flanding, and of all- the Things 
which the World in general are Hartakers of. 'Albthat Order 
and Uſefulneſs which yet ſurvives the Creatures, with 
all the Remains of our Primitive State, was preſerved, or ra- 
ther reſtored, dy Redemption: Oanier is that Ligbt which 


' ighteth 


bh Exod. Ix, 16. Jude ver. 4. Rom. ix. 22, 1 Pet. ii. 8. 


+ Rom. ix. 22. f IIa. xliii. 7, 21. 5 Rom. ix. 2g, || Ia, xii. 
19. 1 Ver. 19. "us Fph. i. 22. 


—" WY - * 
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; Majority only, but the 
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 lighteth every one that cometh into the World : i. e. The Light 


and Bleffings which any an hath, He has them from CarisT 
as a Redeemer,; Þy al Thing s conſeft +. Thus far Re- 
demption was Genera as © Porfors; and in this Senſe Cagisr 
1s * 1 7 F all Men. But let's not omit, that all this had 
2 the A ele e the Cheb Eko For them je e the 
E made: They are the Subſtance of it f; and but 
for them it had en diſſolved, or turned into a Lake af Fire. 
What the Prophet . of Ifracl, was true gf the Vu ver, 
N left us a Remnant, we 7 
— As eel Day s of Fe were ſhartened fo 
42 8 5 Sake ; 3 (not th in being) ſo, for them it Nas, 
when Sin came in, 17 ion was warded off. 
But Temporary Things, tho? ever ſo great = good, were 
of top low. an Alloy ta he the Purchaſe of Divine Bicad ; their 
Line is too. ſhort to meaſure Redemption by; and. their — 
too narrow to fill uputhe .Height and Depth of that 
Abyſs: There muſt, by, that lorious Atchi , be ſome 
naler, Qbtainment than, Mort. iv d Bleſſings; and an, higher End 
than, to bring Men into a meer Poſſibility of heingſerved. The 
Life of. the go of Gor was, jnhnitely too recigus to be given 
for periſbing Things; nor would, it be co t with Divine 
Wiſdom, to venture it for an. Uncertainty. It had been a.light 
thing for, IST, , not. worthy | his. Sufferings, to raiſe up 
the . made by to ſuch a Degree of Reſtorement, as 
anly have ſet him in his former State, and that upon 
Tenge re unlikely to ſucceed : This had been to give a 
rarer, ve. for Things of leſſer Moment: For it needs muſt 
2 happier State, to 5 made upright, without Biaſs to 


Evil, than to be moved with all manner of Motives, while 


fettered by Unbelief, and 2 Natural Bent to revolt further: 
For notwi ithftanding al | thoſe. Motives and Means, not the 
ay of Mankind might haye 
periſhed, and gone to Hell; which would in no wiſe haye an- 
ſwered Gop's End in making the World, much leſs in re- 
deeming it. Twas therefore neceſſary, Redemption ſhould 
have a farther Reach than to bring Men into a meer Saluable 
State; and that could not be leſs than à State of certain Sal- 
vation. And, in Order to this Redemption was general as 
2 ro 


John i. 9. + Col i. 17. f Wa, vi. xii, 5 Ch. i. o. | Mar, 


XXIV. 22. 
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to Things, even Al! that pertaineth to Life and Godlineſs ; 
Eternal Life, and whatever conduceth thereto, as will after be 
made evident. And this is that Redemption we are treating 
of; and this is the Senſe of the preſent Poſition, wiz. That 
Redemption thus qualified is peculiar to the Church ; and that Elec- 
tion is the Pattern by which — 1 is to be meaſured : 
15 SON can do nothing but what He fees the FATHER do, 
ohn v. 19. 

To 2 Redemption larger than Electing Love, is to 
over-lay the Foundation; which, all Men know, is a 
momentous Error in Building, eſpecially of fuch a Tower 
whoſe Top muſt reach to Heaven. It therefore behoves us to 
ſee, that we ſeparate not what Gop hath conjoined, either by 
ſtretching or ſtraining the Bounds He hath ſet. The 
were opinioned that the Promiſe of the Meſſiah belonged only 
to them, excluſive to the Gentiles: Others fince, would extend 
it to Al the Sons of Men univerſally, ud alike ; not conſider- 
ing the Reaſon why the Promiſe was made to the Voman's 
Seed, and not t Adam's: But the Meſſiah Himſelf, who beft 
knew the Line of the Promiſe, and End of his Miſſion, ex- 
empted none; but extends it to All Nations indifferently; yet 
ſo as that He reſtrains it to the Elect among them; deſcribing 
them ſtill by ſuch Appellations as import a /ele# Party. They 
are called his Szed, and the Travel of his Soul; with reſpect to 
whom He ſhould make his Soul an Offering for Sin *, Theſe alfo 
He terms his Sheep, and Himſelf the Shepherd, (as He 
well might) whoſe own the Sheep are, and for whom He laid down 
his Life 4 : And that He might not be taken to intend thoſe 
only of the Jewifh Nation, He preſently adds, And other Sheep 
¶ have, which are not of this Fold, Them alſo I muſt bring _. 
The Evangeliſt, expounding the High Prieſt's Prophecy, 
(That it was expedient one Man fhould die for the People) delivers 
it thus: That He fbould not die for that Nation only, but ao, 
that He ſhould gather together in One, the Children of GOD: 
are 28 abroad F: In Conſequence whereof, are ſaid 
to be made nigh by the Blood of CarisT |: (though before afar 
off;) And that He reconciled both, i. e. Jews and Gentiles, or 
the Ele ſcattered amongſt both, in one Body by the Croſs @ : 
And this in purſuance of that bleſſed Compact made with 


Him, 


® Iſa. liii. 10, 11. + Job x. 15, 1 Ver. 16. 6 Ch, xi. 52. 
| Eph, ii. 13. 1 Ver, 16. 
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Him, for reftoring the preſerved of Iſrael, as fand it re- 
corded in 1/a. «lx. 6. "7 further | 6a by 1h. lint. 6. 
That they were Sheep whoſe Iniquitzes were laid upon CHRIST : 
And again, ver. 8. For the Tranſgreſſiom of my People was He 
firicken. And here let me note, for 'tis very conſiderable, 
That we read not of any Party of Men termed Sheep, the 
hes a> { Gon, and his Children, in diſtinction from Others, 
but with reſpect to ſome peculiar Intereſt He hath in them abeve 
others; and what that Intereſt may be, excepting Election, 
doth not appear to us: For thoſe ather Sheep were not yet 
called, and therefore not yet Believers, and Sheep on that ac- 
count; but as they were of God's Ele, For though All Mer 
were loſt, CHRIST was ſent but to the loft Sheep of the Houſe of 
Iſrael; that is thoſe Perſons of the loſt and periſhing World, 
whom Gop hath choſen for his Peculiars, as He did the Houſe 
of Ifrael from among the Nations; and who, in that Reſpect, 
were a ſpecial Type of the Spiritual Election. And on this 
account, the Promiſes of the New Covenant were made to the 
Church under fuch Names and Titles as were proper to that 
People, as diſtinguiſhed from other Nations, 

In Ja. Ixii. we find Holy and Redeemed applied to the 
Perſons: Whether it be meant of Election Holineſs or Actual, 
it comes to One: For, both of them, together with Redemp- 
tion, do refer to the ſame Subject: For, as Actual Sanctifica- 
tion is the next Fruit and Conſequent of Redemption; ſo Elec- 
tion is the Root of them both; as ye have it in 1 Pet. i. 2. 
Ele unto Obedience and ſprinkling of the Blood of JEsUs CHRIST“. 
To be Holy, is to be ſacred, ſelected, and ſet apart for holy 
Uſes, by Appointment of Gon: And they were actually ſanc- 
tified by the ſprinkling of Blood + : In both which Reſpects, 
the People of Jfrael, the Tabernacle, Temple, Priefts, Al- 
tars, c. are all faid to be Holy. | 

In Luke i. 72. God's ſending of CHRIST is ſaid to be, 
In performance of his holy. Covenant; which was firſt proclaim'd 
in Paradiſe, as made with the Woman's Seed 1; and after- 
wards renewed with Abraham 9; and is therefore term'd, The 
mercy promiſed to Abraham and to his Seed: And who are Abra- 
ham s ? Not the World, but Believers; that is, The Ele : 
For, Theſe only obtain Faith, Rom. xi. 7, And Gal. iii. 29. 
faith plainly, F ye be 2 then are ye Abraham's _ 

3 e 


* x Pet. i. 2, + Heb. ix. 19. f Gen. iii. 15, Gen. xii. 3. 
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We alſb read, Fins it was a 
If for,” an chaſed * : It denotes ſome ſpectral Propri 
He 4 1 them arte others; and ſo, a een Coats fo his 
giving Himſelf for hem. It alſo ſeems that Peatiar and Pur- 
chaſet are ſo nearly allied, that owe Word is uſed to Fenify 
both, 1 Pi. ii. 9. According with this, is that in the x Pet. 
i. 20. where CHRIST is ſaid to be verily fore-ordatt? d, and ma- 
7 for thoſe he writes that Epiſtle to: That they were 
erſons Elected, is evident by the firſt and ſecond Verfes And 
Elect unto the ſprinkling of his Blood : And as they were Elected 
to'it, ſo in the xviith. of John He profeſſes to make it good ; 
For thetr fake, ſays CarisT, I ſanftify my ſelf; and twice in 
John x. "That He land down his Life for the Sheep f; Which 
is as exclufive of others, as where He faith, Rrghteoufneſs 
extends unto the Saints; and He that belitbeth, ſhall be ſaved, 
that is, ſuch, and None elſe. 4 
lt further appears from As xx. 28. That it was h. 
Church of Go He purcbaſed with his nun Bld. Now, the 
Church and the I/orld, are plainly diſtin, as a Garden in- 
cloſed is from the Common Fitlds. That the Church confiſts of 
Elect Perſons, is proved before; and that it was the Church He 
died for, is prov'd by this Scripture; As alfo, from Eph: v. 
Where Hufbands are required to love their Wives, as CHRIS 
loyett the Church, and gave Hiniſetf fir it $ , which ſhews, 
That as the Huſband's Love to his Wife, is Sather kind of 
Love, than what he bears to others of the fate Sex: ſo is 
CuttsT's Love to his Cht#ch; and therefore; his Death; which 
was the ſpetial Effect of that his Love, is peculiat fo the 
Chir pfnty. The Elders about the "Throne fing a New Song 
to the LAMB, becauſe He redteiied them ti God by hit Blood g. 
m_ r Reaſons for that Stile of Flders, this may 
one, T hat they were Choſen from the s of Old; and their 
Namts tbritten in his Bbok of * from the Frundation of the 
ori f. They are alfo ſaid to be redeemed out of Every Kin- 
(red, and Tongue, and People, and Nation, which ration- 
ally implies, that the Bulk of thofe People and Nations were 
not redeemed with them. We alfo fed, That a certain Num- 
ber are ſaid to be redeemed from the Farth and from amg 
Men G. If Some from among others, it follows of * 


Tit. ii. 14. + John x. 11, 15. } Eph. v.25. Rev. v. 
0% Ch. xvii. 8. 1 Ch, xiv. 3, 4, | 


peculiar People that Cx rer gave 


— wal —_ — -— 


of REDEMPFILON. 1.23 
that thoſe others were » Here note by the Way, that 
theſe Elders were now in Heaven, above the Clouds of miſ- 
conception and prejudiced Opinion; and therefore no Reaſon 
to miſdoubt their Teſtimony. And further, Theſe Redeemed 
Ones are there alſo ſtileq, The firſt Fruits unte GoB, andtothe 
Lams “; which Appellation infinuates, that they were ſepa- 
rated from the Reft, as the Firſt Fruits under the Law were 
, Gop Himſelf, who took them for his own Portion +. 

hey are likewiſe faid, To have the FaTHER's Name written 
in their Foreheads t; (Election marked them out for CHRIST) 
And to be written in the Lams's Bock of Life; and that as 
a Lamb f/ain; who on that account ſays to his Fa THRR, 
Thine they were and Thou them Me, Fohn xvii. 6. Where 
alſo, in his Prayer for thoſe whoſe Sacrifice He was now to 
offer, He tiles them, The Men which the FATHER had given 
Him out of the World, And in Fer. x. All mine are thine 
and thine are mine: i. e. All that were CarisT's in order to 
Redemption, were firſt the FaTaeR's by Election: It is as if 
He had faid, All that I undertake for are thine KElect; And 
All thine Elect I undertake for: He therefore reciprocates the 
Terms of Relation, turns them to and again, to ſhew the 
Samenef; of the Perſons concerned in b:th. Frum all which 
it ſeems undeniably evident, That as a certain Number were 
Elected, fo a certain Number and Thoſe the very /ame Perſons, 
were redeemd. | 

The Ground and Truth of this Affertion, is further confirmed by 

ſuch Arguments as - x . : 

Arg. 1. "The Levitical Sacrifices were offered for the Houſe 
of [frael, exemptive of other Nations: And theſe being a 
Type of the Spiritual Election, it follows, that this Sacrifice 
of Cray (typified by Theirs) was alfo peculiar to Jews in 
Spirit; or Spiritual Jews: For he only is reckoned a ew, 
that is ſuch inwardly in the Spirit F. So, Aaron's making 
Atonement for his Heuſbold, and bearing the Names of the 
Twelve Tribes on his Breaſt-plate, were Typical of our Great 
High-Prieſt's bearing the Names, and ſuſtaining the Perſons 
of thoſe for whom he offered Himſelf on the Croſs: Of all 
thoſe legal Shadows, CHRIST and the Church of the Firſt- 
born, are the Body and Subſtance. | 
I 4 Arg. 


* Rev. xiv. 4. + Numb. iii, 12. and viii. 16. f Rev, xiv. 1. 
Rom. ii. 29. ES | 
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2. The Right of Redemption among the Jews, which 

47 this, was ded on Brotherhood: 5 Jew I infer, 
That that Relation, ſpiritually taken, was both the Ground 
and Limit of CHRIST's Office as a Redeemer. The Apoſtle's 
Diſcourſe in Heb, ii. ſeems to point at this; where he ſays, 
T were Brethren, Children, and Sent, whom CHRIS 
ſhould deliver from Bondage, make Reconciliation for their Sins, 
and bring to Glory. But. how came they to be God's Chil- 
dren and Brethren to CHRIST, above others? It was by Pre- 
d:flination; and That was it entitled them to Redemption; as 
is evident by comparing the 5 and 7 Verſes of Eph. 1. Hav- 
ing Predeſtinated us tothe Adaption of Children by IESsus CurisT ; 
In whom we have Redemption through his Bad. And *tis 
worthy your Notice, that by the Law of Redemption, a 
Stranger, one that was nat of the Brotherhood, might mot be 
redeemed; But One that was, though not redeemed, muſt 
yet go free in the Year of Jubilee ®; which ſhews the peculiar 
Refpeft the LorD has for his peculiar People. 

Arg. 3% The Saving Benefits of Redemption do not redound 
to any * Elect — Wa is one where aſcribed to 
Redemption, as the ſpecial Fruit and Conſequent thereof, is 
elſewhere aſcribed to Election, and to this as the firſt and ori- 
ginal Root: And, that Redemption itſelf is the Fruit of 
Elefing Love, is evident by 1 Pet. i. 2, 2 before) Elect 
unto Obedience and ſprinkling of the of JESUS CHRIST, 
They are alſo faid to be bleſſed with all Spiritual Bleſſings in 
CHRIST, according as He had choſen them in Him + : And if 
all Spiritual Bleſſings be diſpenſed by the Law of Election, 
then all the ſaving Benefits of Redemption, which are the ſame 
with thoſe of Election, muſt be diſpenſed by the ſame Rule; 
and ſo, to the ſame Perſons only. We alſo find, that CHRIST's 
actual Diſtribution of the Gifts He received for Men, is guided 
anſwerably: He manife/ls the FATHER's NAME to the He 
had given Him out of the World t; To theſe He expounds that 
in private, which to others He ſpake in Parables: And thus 
He did, becauſe to them it was given to know the Myſteries of 
the Kingdom of Gop; but to the Multitude it was not giveny; 
and Election was that which gave it them, (as it follows there) 
For fo it feemed goed in thy Sight, In like Manner, the Apoſtle, 

in 


* Levit. XXV. 46, 48. + Epb, i. 37 4. 1 John xvii. 6. 
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in Rom. viii. puts Election and Redemption together, as per- 
taining to the ſame Perſons, And Juſtihcation, which is the 
next Effect of Redemption, he makes alſo an unqueſtionable 
Conſequent of Election; ho ſhall lay any thing to the Charge 
4 God's Ek? Ht is Gop that juſtifieth : Who ſhall condemn? 

t is CHRIST that died *. The Queſtion being put concern- 
ing God's Elect, and the Anſwer referring to thoſe for whom 
CHrIsT died; is a plain Implication, that Redemption and 
Juſtification are commenſurate with Elaction; that either of 
them concerneth 8 the ſame Perſons; and that neither of 
them extends to any, but whom the other alſo taketh in. 

Arg. 4. The price of Redemption was of that precious and 
matchleſs Value, that it could not be parted with, but with 
Reſpect to the Certainty of the End for which it was paid. 
Now, the End of Redemption was the Salvation of Men: 
below which there could not be an End worthy the Death of 
CHr1sT; and this nothing could ſecure but Election. The 
Elec always have obtain'd, and ſhall: This is a Rule affirmed 
in Rom. xi. 7. But for the Reſt, they are blinded; that is, 
they are left to their own voluntary Miſunderſtanding ; and 
being ſo left, not only they do not, but they cannot believe. 
And ChRISHr knowing from the Beginning who they were that 
believed not, but would certainly reject Him, to what End 
ſhould He make his Soul an Offering for them? Why for the 
World of Ungodly, whoſe Spirits were in Priſon ſome thou- 
ſands of Years before? Whom the Lord intends to fave alive, 
He appoints an Atonement to be made for them : But for 
thoſe He intends to deſtroy, which is always done juſtly, He 
will not accept an Offering t, and therefore not appoint it: 
As Hedid not, under the Law, for thoſe Crimes which M 
were to die for. 

Arg. 5. I confine Redemption to Ele& Perſons, becauſe 
— pay which is of equal Latitude with Redemption, is 
limited to them, excluſive to others, The Priefts under the 
Law were to pray for thoſe whoſe Sacrifice they offered ; And 
what they did, was a Pattern of our Saviour's Prieſtly Office; 
Whom likewiſe we find to ſacriſice and pray, only for the 
fame Perſons : He is an Advocate for thoſe for whoſe Sins He 
is a Propitiation $: Whoſe Tranſgreſſions He was ſmitten * 

| or 
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for them He makes Irtercefſion : For their Sakes. He ſanctified 

himſelf, and for them it was that He made that folemn Prayer 

in- the xviith of Jahn. And He then þ for them, as 

— upon er ing their — e alta fhuts out the 
orld ex preſly from having any Intereſt in it: I pray not 4 

the World, but for them which hafl grven me + . And 

adds the Reaſon, the Foundation Reaſon, why He would pray 

for theſe, For they are thine, i. e. they were the FaTHER's by 

Election: For in all other Reſpects the Earth is the Lord's, and 


the Fulneſs thereof, Pal. xxiv. 1. 

Arg. 6. Anothes Argument for — Redemption, is 
founded on the Aer is of CHRIST's Death, together with its 
Effeacy. He was not cut oft for Himſelf , but thoſe He un- 
dertook for; And it was to procure them a Right to thoſe glo- 
rious Privileges, which Ele#iom ordained them to. Hence 1 
argue, 1. That which CunisT laid down his Liſe for, that 
He merited: And 2. What He merited, is due to thoſe for 
whom it was merited. Now, the principal Thing intended 
and merited by his Death, was the 7ufdification of Sinners; 
and that Gop might be juft in juſtiſing of them 5 and finally, 
that they might have eternal Life ” f therefore, He merited 
this for All, then Au muſt be ;»#rped and faved I; and it can- 
rot juſtly be denied to any: For it is their due by virtue of a 
Price : and that Price well of it; which alſo was paid 
to that very End, and this by the Creditor's own Appount- 
ment; who cannot condemn any for whom CHRIST died : 
His Juſtice ſhall not be liable to ſuch a Reflection. Whence 
it may rationally be concluded, That if A Men are not juſ- 
timed, Juſtification doth not belong to All; and conſequently, 

That CHRISTH did not give Himſelf for All. And as for E 
cacy, Adam's Tranſgreſſion was efficacious on the Will, and 
whole Man, to deprave; why not then the Righteouſneſs of 
CHr1sT to reftore; ſince the Arokininnts, in that very Thing, 
is given to Him? Nam. v. 17. 
Arg. 7. The Doctrine of ſpecial and peculiar Redemption is 
further conhrm'd by thoſe perilous Conſequents which attend 
the Doctrine of Genera! Redemption, as tis commonly held 
forth: For, (1.) It ſeems to reflect on the ;# arg of Gon; 
as imputing to Him ſuch a Contrivance for Men's Salvation, 
AS 


IIa. liii. 8, 12. + John xvii. 9. 1 Dan. ix. 26. 4 Rom. 
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as was altogether fru/frab#; whirh is far from convincing the 


World that Civ cruciffed is the Nin of GD. (A.] It 


alſo ſeems to tu Gov of Fijuftice, is not difchargitig thoſe 
He Trinfgreflions' are atiſwer'd for by their Surety; or ele; 
Fhat the Sufferings of Carr were not ſufficient to radke a 
Diſcharge due to them. Or, (3) It infliiuates a Deficiericy 
of Pens, or Want of good Will, to proſecute his Deſigh to 
Perfe&ion. (4.) It makes Men Boaſters; ſuſpending the Vir- 
tue and Succefs of all that CHR Sr hath done for them, upon 
ſomething to be dene by ＋ 21 which he is not the Doer 
of; and cotifequently that Men are Hangs in procuring 
their own Salvation: And ſo CnxisT ſhall Rave but his Thou- 
ſands, (in Truth his Nothing) while Freedom of il ſhall 
have its Ten Thouſands to cry up the Praiſe of Men: Fhis 
is not That the Lok D alone fhould be exalted. (S.) It would alſo 
follow, that thoft who: are faved and gone to Heaven, have 
nothing more of Cr rsT's to glory in, and praiſe Him for, 
than thofe who are perifhed and gone to Hell: For, according 
to the Principles of G#eral Redemption, He did and doth for 
all ike; and nomore for one than for another. (6.) It makes 
Men preſumptuous and carnally ſecure: How many have 
ſooth'd up themſelves in their Impenitency and Hardneſs of 
Heart, and fenced themfelves againſt the Word upon this 
very Suppoſition, That CHRIS died for all; And _ then 
ſhould fot they look to be ſaved as well as any other? And fo 
they lean pretindbuy on the Lord, and traniſgreſs; not con- 
fdering; that thoſe for whom CHRIST died, He urchaſed for 
them a Fridim from Sin, and not a Liberty of Sinning; not 
Im ; but upott Terms of Faith and Repentance. 
that the Temper diſturbs them not itt their Reſt upon fuch a 
Foundation, may be one Reaſon why Men fo ſtifly adhere to 
it; and that zhoſe of the General Principle are fo ſeldom troub- 
led with Tertors of Conſcience. 
Laftly, There was yet another Reaſon of CurisT's dying 
petuliarly for the Ele; They were his deſigned Spouſe; a 
that brought upon Him peculiar Engagements to die for them. 
r. As being his Spouſe, He was chargeable with their Debts : 
they being made under a Law, and He aſſuming them into a 
ſponſal Relation, made Himſelf one with them, and anſwer- 
able fot thetn : It was, in the Law's Account, as well as his 
own Intetit, a making Himſelf their Surety, (Iſa. liii. 8, 11.) 
and conſequently in Caſe of Forfeiture, his Life muſt £0 for 
eirs. 
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theirs. He is therefore ſaid to be made under the Law *, (as 
they were) and to be made Sin for them +: And being fo, it be- 
hoved Him to ſuffer t, and it could not be avoided : For the 
Law being Juſt and Holy, its Violation muſt be anſwer'd for, 


either by Principals or Surety: And here it was, that Mercy 
and Truth, Grace and Juſtice met together ; ing that due 
Temperament which anſwer'd the Ends of both. Grace takes 


hold of Him as a 7 that the Sinner might go free; and 
Juſtice, as of the re le Party, (for none elſe could 
anſwer the Law's Demands:) And being apprehended, He 
readily yields to make Satisfaction, and ſays to the Law, 2 
once to the eus, when he was on the Point of Suffering 
his Spouſe) F ye ſeek me, let theſe go their May l. 2. Another 
Engagement was the Love He bore to them: If poſſible He 
might have been quit of that Suretyſbip Engagement, this of his 
Love would have held Him to it: He eould not bear to ſee his 
Beloved faſt-chained like Slaves to the Devil's Gallies, and 
forced to ſerve againſt their natural Lord: And this Bondage 
they could not be freed from, but by conquering him whoſe 
Bond- ſlaves they were; nor could that be done, but by his own 
Death © : And this his Love conftrain'd Him to **; for Love . 
(to be ſure his Love) is fronger than Death 4+; and accord- 
ingly we find that this is ſtill made the Ground and Motive of 
his Dying. 3- As the Contract could not be diſſolved, for 
He hates putting away nor his Love taken off ; for he changeth 
not, ſo neither (as the Caſe ſtood) could He and They co- 
habit and dwell r. Creatures defiled with Sin, were 
not meet Conſorts for the Lox D of Glory: Nor could they be 
brought to a Meetneſs, but by being in his Blood, as 
He fays to 8 thee not, thou haſt no part with m1. 
The Church muff be San&ified and Cleanſed, without Spot or 
Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing SF, before they are fit for the Pre- 
ſence of CHRIST in Glory; and this could not be effected, 
but by His giving Himſelf for them: To this, therefore, the 
Spirits of Juſt Men made perfect, do aſcribe their being in 
Heaven ||. 

Whether 


Gal. iv. 4, 5. + 2 Cor. v. 21, f Luke xxiv. 46. F Acts 
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Whether they might poſſibly have been ſaved ſome other 
Way is (to me) a needleſs Enquiry : But it ſeems the Import 
of our SAvIiour's own Speech, That if He had not thus 
done, He muſt have hoop » —8 — ſuitable Com- 
any; where ſpeaking imſelf, ſays, Except a Corn 
2 fall into the Ground and die, it a alone v. u 1. 
was not good that the Man ſhould be alone; no, not the Mar 
CauxrisT JE8Us: It was therefore ordained, that He ſhould 
have @ Seed to ſerve Him; a Church to preſide over; in the 
midſt of whom He ſhould fing Praiſe to his Father 4; who are 
alſo called his Fellows t: But his Blood muſt be the Seed of 
that Church 5, the Price of their Redemption ||; the Laver of 
their Regeneration J. And ſo dear is the Church to CRHRIsT, 
that He thinks Himſelf not compleat without them *® ; It 
was one of his laſt Requeſts before Tie died, That they might 
be with Him +4. And if the Body muſt be with its Head, 
the Holieſt of Holies muſt be their Manfion : But ſuch is that 
Place's Holineſs, as not to admit them without a perfect Pu- 
rity; nor could they, if not fo purified, bear the Holineſs of 
the Place. All which conſidered together, ſhew ſuch a Rea- 
fon of CHRIS T's dying for the Ez, as was not Predicable of 
other Men. | | 
For the reſt of the World, they were given as Hand-maids 
to his Spouſe: By virtue of which Donation, they alſo are 
his; He is Head over all to the Church t: They are his, but 
not as his Spouſe; as Sadem's Daughters and Samaria's were to 
Jeruſalem ; but not by ber are f, His Relation to them 
was not ſuch as to make Him reſpentible for their Defaults, or 
to oblige Him for their Recovery: Howbeit, the Price where- 
with He ranſomed his Spouſe, took in her Hand-maids alſo; 
as Abraham's reſcuing his Brother Lat, brought back the So- 
domites with him. All the Benefits the World have by Re- 


demption, they may thank the Church for, next unto CHRIS 
Himſelf; for they ve it upon her Account, as the Sodomites 
theirs upon s. And, to ſpeak freely, the Spouſe of 


Cunts could not well have been without her Hand-maids: 
We little think what Service the World does for the Church; 
albeit, that becauſe they intend not fo, they are not reward- 


able 


* John xii 24. + Heb. ii. 12. f Heb. i. 9. 6 Ifa. liii10. 
Rev. v. 9. 1 Eph. v. 26. ** Eph. i. 23. tf John xvii. 24. 
tt Eph. i. 22. J Ezek. xvi, 61. 
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able for it * . I ſhall only add our Saviour's own Aſſer- 
tion in that xviith John, where ſpeaking of thoſe his FaTHRR 


had. given Him, that. He ,might give them eternal Life, He 
faith expreſly, That for THEIR ſakes np yes Feel t. 
Which was to. ſay, in effect, That had it; ngt been for them, 
He had not ſtirr'd out of Heaven for the. xeſſ. f 
I 'ſhould now come to the Inferences: But finding this 
Doctrine as much oppos d as that of Eledhion ; .qbſerying ali 
2 great Proneneſs in Men to embrace the Notion of Tener, 
and Conditional Redemption, (which proceeds, partly, from 
Nature's Inability to diſcern a Reaſon why one hould be Je- 
deemed, and not another; partly, for that it .1s grateful to 
lapſed Creatures to fancy 1 t Pr Active in their own Re- 
den partly alſo, from an aptneſs to catch at any. thing that 
but ſcems to give quiet under Convictions:) I. Hope 12 ſhall 
not he Time loft ro gveigh, their Exceptions and gur Reply to- 
gether: In the doing of, » Iſhall not anſwer every Text 


hic 
that is made to ſerve in that Gale the Senſe they give of 
ſome,” being evicted, may ſerve for many. « | 
 Obj. I Rom. v. 18. The Refloration by. CHRIST is made. gs 
large and extenſive as Adam's Sin 
"A "Af. "The Comparifen there ſtated ' is not put, E, | ely, 
as reſpecting the Objed7s of Sin and Grace; but Inten{ruely, as 
reſpecting the different ;Ffcacy of the ſeveral; Means Pech 
thoſe contrary Effects were praduced: The, Apoſtle, there · 
fore, to obviate ſuch. Olyeftians, reſtrains it in v. 15. But, 
e the Offence, Alf lie Free G g. if, The Free Gif 
of *Rightequſncſs and Life doth not extend to Mankind Uni- 
ally and Efficacioufly, as Sin and- Death did: And he adds 
a Reaſon tojt; Fer if through the 'Offente of Ohe many be dead, 
much more the Grace of Go, and the Gift hy Grace hath 
abounded unto many t Which is as if he had ſaid, If the 
Free Gift had took in A, as the Offence did, then All ſhould 
have been ſaved ; for that Graee hath abounded more than the 
- Offence :- Which fuper-abounding of Grace, muſt be meant of 
the 8 of Grace; (for, as to the Objetts of it, it 
could not take in more than All:) And therefore, thoſe to- 
- wards whom it hath fo abounded, ſhall ſurely partake of the 
Benefits of it. And further, that the Word All might not 
be taken Univerſally, he preſently varies the Term of Com- 


prchenſion » 


IIa. x. f, to 12. +: John xvii, 19. f Rom. v. 35. 


; 
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prehenſion, and renders that A by Many: As by One Matt's . 
Diſobedience many were made Sinners, fo by the Obedience of Vue 
ſhall many be made Righteous, Rom. v. 19. As All in auen 
a fo 2 -+ 4 be made — 1 Cor. xv. 28. 
Obj. But Redemption is often ſet forth in Terms importing Uni- 
— „ viz. That — 2 Firmſelf a Ranſom 1 All ; 
that He takes away the Sin of the World; and ts the Propi- 
tiation for the. Sins. of. the whole Wort; 1 Tim. ii.-6. John 
i. * 2 * ii. 2. which we cannot hur take in a literal. Berge. 
Anſw. Both ſacred Writ and common Diſcourſe do; fre- 
quently. ſpeak in General Terms, when nothing is leſs in- 
tended by it than Univerſality. "John iv. 29. Come, fee a Mun 
that told me All Things that ever I did! When it was but how 
many Huſbands ſhe had had, and that her preſent was not ſo. 
1 Cor. x. 33. Paul is faid to pleaſe All Men in ail Things; 
when as, in Fact, he pleaſed. but ſe in any Thing, amd in 
all Things next to none. Cal. i. 6. The Gofpel is ſaid, 
To be come into all the Warld, and to bring "forth Fruit as et,“ 
in them; when yet it was but a Corner of World, and dut 
few, very few, in whom it brought forth as in them: Exam- 
ples are endleſs. Tis therefore to be noted, That where thoſe 
General, or rather Inuefinite, Terms are uſed about Regdemp- 
tion, "tis moſtiy to that the Church of Gop, which 
CHRIST. was to gather in, was not confined to the Offepemg 
of any particular Head; nor conſiſted of any ſeparate art or 
Rank of. Perſons, excluſive to others; but ſome of ever Min- 
dred and Nation under Heaven; Claſſes and Degree among 
Men: The Church. of Gap takes in of All, and fo doth Ne- 
—_— ; however different in other Reſpects, they are all oe 
in ChRISsT *, And where this is not the Scope, there the 
Perſons concerned are defcribed by a narrower Liſt; as, Fhat 
He gave his Life a'Ranſom for many g, and that He way once 
offered to bear the Sins of many 1; that He laid down his Life 
for the Sheep $; that they. are redeemed from the Earth, and 
from among I, and out of every Kindred, Tongue, * People 
and Nation J. That in Timothy, 2 gave Himſelf 2 
for All, gives the Objection no Support; for All in the 6 ver. 
muſt intend the ſame as All in the 1 ver. which the Text itſelf 
expounds. to be Kings and Men in Authority. As for Tv . 
' mat 


Gal. iii. 23. + Mat. xx, 28, and xxvi. 28. 4 Heb. ix, 28. 
$ John x. 15. | Rev. «iv. 3, 4. 1 Gh. v. 9. | 
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hath many and various Acceptions in Scxipture : It is not al- 
ways meant of Men; and of Men, it ſeldom intends the Uni- 
verſality; yea, it is often meant of a very few, in Compariſon 
of the whole: It would, therefore, be unanſwerable Raſhneſs 
to limit ſo indefinite a Term to any particular Conſtruction ; 
as, in part, is ſeen by the following Inſtances: It ſometimes 
intends the Place of Men's Habitation here on Earth “; the 
Time and State of Things, after the Diſſol ution of the pre- 
ſent Frame +; the Extent and Compaſs of the Roman Em- 
ire ; the Religion and Manners of the World 5; the Trou- 
bles which in this World do attend the Diſciples of CRHRISIHI; 
the Splendor, Wealth, Honour, or whatever elſe is taking 
with the Hearts of Men ©; to ſet forth the Greatneſs of ſome- 
ing that cannot well be expreſſed , for the Gentiles in diſ- 
tinction from the Jews ++; for the numerous Increaſe of ſome 
2 Party 1. More might be cited, but theſe may tuf- 
ce, to ſhew how much it behoves to conſider well the Scope 
and Context of Scripture, and not to be led by the Vocal Sound 
of Words. | 
There are yet two other Interpretations, which come 
nearer the Matter in hand: One is that which takes in the 
whole P of Wicked Men alone and by themſelves; as 
where tis ſaid, That Saints ſhall judge the Warld , it muſt 
be meant of the World of Ungodly, for the Saints thall not 
J one another: So, All the World wondered after the Beaſt, 
worſhipped the Dragon |||. This alſo muſt intend the Herd 
of Idolaters, exemptive to thoſe who followed the Lams N. 
It is alſo ſaid, That the whole World lieth in Wickedneſs 7. 
Here ye have the very Words, and alike connexed, as in the 
Place objected; which therefore may as well be ſuppoſed of 
the ſame Comprehenſion ; and yet it may not be underſtood 
of Mankind Univer/aily, but ſuch of them as are under the 
Power and Conduct of Satan, which the Saints are, not, and 
therefore are no part of the World, or whole World there in- 
tended, The other Interpretation of the Word ſeems cou- 
ched in the Places objected, where CHR1sT is ſaid to take * 


Nah. i. 3. + Luke xx. 33. 1 Ch. ii. 1. Acts xvii. 6. 
| John xvi. 33. 1 Gal. vi. 14. John xxi. 25. f Rom. 


XI. 12. tt ohn xii. 19. 1 Cor. vi. 2. Rev. XIII. 3 4» 
IT Rev. xiv. 4. *+ 1 Jona. 19. Wl * : 
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the Sims 0 the World, and to be a Propitiation the Sins 
whole + For, Why may not the Work be akes in x 
reſtrict and limited here, as in the Places forequoted 
If by Nl is ſometimes meant the World of Ungally, a 
„ br ry Reaſon, at other 
may be meant of the World of Saints, as ſeparated — 
Wicked, eſpecially when nothing in the Scope or Context 
contradicts it. And what then ſhould hinder, b but that World 
in the Places objected, may be fetly intended 'of the Fler ex- 
cluſive to others ; as the World that lies in Wickedneſs is of thoſe 
others exe lußve to the R? To be ſure there can be na Peril 
in ſo underſtandin it; for we know that CRRTST is the Pro- 
re ns : n Man- 
kind, hath man unworthy Confequents attendin 
it, Hans af whbid cov n before. But what Horkt was * 
that Cyr1sy would not pray for? It could not be sher for 
which He died, for the Prieſt was bound to pray for thoſe he 
offered for ? It muſt then be another; and then "twill follow 
that there are two: 1. A Aer, which conſiſts of a 
Party, 2nd was taken out of the World —— abe has 
itiſʒi Nation was out of the B *; or as the Cbriſtian 
Church, at firſt, was out of the * » Theſe our Savioun 
files th, Mew —— —— of the Worldt: 
For Theſe it was that He fanctiad Himſelf, i. ſet Himſelf 
to fuſfer for them, and for Theſe He p : And of 
is made up tat World whoſe Sin He , 
for whoſe Sins (even of the whole of them) He is the Propetiation, 
n en that ſhall be counted of the World 
ef L and They are as properly termed a World, as that 
bie nar aps Pies of Glory they hall be taken into; or 
as the Dwellers pon Harth are denominated — the 
Place of their Habitaton. 2. There is alſoa World of Ungodly, 
from whom that {er World was taken and rated ; of 
whom it is faid; The Devil is their God , and that their Name 
are not in the Laus Book of Life , but, the whole of it lieth 
in Wickedne 2 this is Tn. 7 HRIST 
profefedly fays, Fit did not pray; not make 
his Soul an Offering fo — 


But 


© _ 7 4. + Acts ü. 44, 47. .$ John xvii. 6. Luke 
XX. 5. xv. 19. and Ch. xvit. 6. 1 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
** Rev, xiii 1. +t 1 Jann v. 19. 
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But becauſe ſo great a Streſs is laid on the literal Senſe of 
the World, let us ſcan a little further this Merld whoſe Sin is 
taken away. I think it cannot intend the Univerſality of Man- 
kind ; becauſe though the World in general be concern'd in 
Redemption, thoſe general Concerns are too light to ballance 
the Weight of the Text; Temporary Things could in no wiſe 
anſwer the End and Worth of Eternal Redemption; which being 
the moſt tremendous Act that ever the Sun had ſeen, or ſhall, 
the Effects thereof muſt be anſwerably Great and Glorious; and 
conſequently it muſt peculiarly reſpe&t the Ele&, for it ſuits 
adequately to none elſe. To make out this, let us enquire, what 
that Sin of the Warld is, and what the Import of Taking away *. 
For the firſt: It is either ſome ene grand Tranſgreſſion, or the 
whole Body of Sins together: If a particular Sin, it mu be 
Unbelief; for that was the firſt, and Parent to all the reſt : 
And 'tis thus marked out the or that Sin of the World; 1. 
Becauſe it was the Sin of the Whole, both Jews and Gentiles. 
2. It gave Entrance to all other Sins; they ſprang from it as 
their = And, 3. It is the Condemning Sin; no Man periſheth 
but for Unbelief; Where the Goſpel is not, they periſh for 
not believing in Gop; and where it is, for, not believing in 
CrnisrT. Or if it be meant of all Sins univerſally, then the T ext 
conſiders them as put together, and taken away at once, as 
if but one, But be it Unbelief /ingly and ſpecially, or the whole 
Body of Sins conjunct, it comes to one; for Unbelief is a 
Member of that Body, and a Capital one, and ſo That be taken 
away, it matters not, This World is fafe : The Reaſon is, that 
CuRIST, in ſaving from Unbelief, ſaves from All: For as Faith 
is a Complex of Graces, ſo is Unbelief of Sins; Take away 
this, and the Gulph is ſhot, all other Sins diſappear ; there's 
an End of them, both as to Guilt and Prevalency : He that 
believes ſhall be ſaved. For the ſecond, touching the Import 
of Taking away. 1. The putting of it in the preſent Tenſc, 
implies a con/tant and continued Act, ſtill purſuing the ſame End; 
it alſo imports a perfect Act; not a partial taking away, or frut- 
trable Endeavour; but compleat and certain, as a Man takes 
away Dung until it be all gone. 2. That CHRIST alone, and 
by Himſelf performs this Work. 3. That He takes' away 
Sin as a Lams flain; not for Himſelf, (for he was without 
Spot) but for thoſe whoſe Surety He was. And 4. As the 
Lans of GoD; a Lams of Gop's own providing, to fave 
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the Lives of his /Jaacs. This Taking away is no leſs than a 
total removing of Sin, a ſetting it at the utmoſt diſtance, and 
placing it in the Land of Forgetſulneſs *. And further, to 
aſſure of its utter Abolition, this taking away is termed De- 


firuftion, the Crucifying of the old Man; Slaying the Enmity, 


and Deſtroying the Body of Sin : his was that Work of 
the Devil, which the Son of Gop came to deſtroy ; and de- 
ſtroyed it He hath, by Nailing it to his Croſs f. The Blood of 
the Lams hath, ſo overcome, that there needs no more 
Sacrifice for Sin; nor any thing exteriour to itſelf, to make 
its Redemdtion eternal. And to have Sin thus taken away, 
cannot be ſaid of the World univerſally; the Reaſon's plain, 
becauſe Sin being gone, nothing remains to charge the World 
with. But nothing's more evident, than that the Generality of 
Men lie plunged in Sin, and are Bond-flaves of Corruption to 
the laſt: It muſt therefore be another World (or Tribe) to 
whom this great Bleſſing mult be aſſigned, and of whom ve- 
rified: And fince there is but one more who are called God's 
Elect J conclude, that they are the Men, and the World inten- 
ded in the Text: For, we know that they are of Gor; and 
that the whole World beſides, lies in Wickedneſs g. 
Obj. But of ous only are redeemed, and thoſe but Few in 
| all Ground of Believing is taken away from the 


Anfw. 1. That Cnz1sr did not die for All, hinders none 
from Believing, any, more than that many of thoſe He died 
for are not ſaved: Or that becauſe ore only can win the Prize, 


| hinders others from Running. Nay, To teach, as they do, 
| That CHRIST died for All, and that yet the Generality of Men 


ſhall die in their Sins, and periſh for ever; is a greater Im- 
pediment to Believing, than that He died only for ſome; and 
that every one of that ſome ſhall certainly be faved. 2. If we 


judge of Trees by their Fruit, we ſhall find, that the Gene- 


rality of Men, (ſuch as Reckon the Matters of Religion 


worth ſpeaking of) hold ſtiff for the General Paint; which 
ſhews, that that Notion has no t Influence towards the 
working of Faith: If it had, the Number of Converts would 
not be ſo thin. It is alſo found, That the Generality of car- 
nal Men, and ſuch as hate to be reformed, are the greateſt 


K 2 | Deſpiſers 


* Jer, xxxi. 34. + Eph. ii. 16. Rom. vi. 6. 1 Col. ii, 14. 
$ 2 John v. 19. 
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Deſpiſers of Peculiar Redemption, as well as of Election. 3. To 
make Faith an Evidence of a Man's Intereſt in Redemption, 
puts, by the Claim of Unbelievers, as much as if it were a 

ton. 4. He that will know his own narticular 

tion before he will believe, begins at the wrong End of his 
Work; and is very unlikely to come that way to the Know- 
ledge of it. The firſt Act of Faith is not, That Carr 
died for All, or for you in particular: The ane is not true; the 
other not certain to you, nor can, till after you have believed. 
He that would live, muſt ſubmit to Mercy, with Peraduenture 
He will ſave me alive. 5. Any Man that owns himſelf a Sin- 
ner, has as fair a Ground for his Faith, as any in the World 
that hath not yet believed ; yea as any Believer had before he 
believed : Nor may any Perſon, upon any Account, exclude 
himſelf from Redemption; unleſs by his obftinate and re- 
ſolved Continuance in Unbelief, he hath marked out him- 
ſelf. 

There are Reaſons enough, and of weight, to in- 
duce Men to believe, without layi eneral ion for 
the ground of their Faith: As 1. That faithful Saying, and 
worthy of all Acceptation, That JzsUs CAI r came in 
the World to ſave Sinners *; and ſuch are you, 2. That He 

ve his Life a Ranſom for many +; and yow may be of that 

umber, as well as any other. 3. That thoſe He died for, 
ſhall be juſtified upon their Beheving t, and ſhall have Faith 
alſo, upon their ſeeking for it, as a-part of his Purchaſe, and 
given on his Behalf F. 4. That to believe on his Son, is the 

ill and Commandment of the Everlaſting Gon |}, whom 
we ought to obey, though ſo it were that Salvation were not 
concerned in it. 3. Thoſe many Faithful Promiſes, aſſuring 
Salvation to them that belicue . Laftly, the Remedileis 
Danger of Unbelief **. And if ſuch Conſiderations as theſe 
will not prevail with you to believe; the Notions of General 
Redemption, together with the general Succeſsfutneſs of it will 
never do it. | 

Obj. The Extendiug of Redemption to the whole Race of Man- 
kind, tends to magnify the Grace of CHBI8T ; but confining it to 
a Remnant, is a leſſening of it. h 


* 1 Tim. i. 15. + Mat. xx. 28. t Rom. v. g. Phil. i. 29. 


Rom. xvi. 26, 1 John iii. 2g. 1 John iii. 6, 36. and Ch. 


vi. 47+ ** Mark xvi. 16. John viii. 24, 
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a It no more diſparages the Grace of CugasT, to die 
peculiarly for that Remnant —_— — 
and -r in Number out of the Univerſe ; giving them 
Laws that tended to Life; while He ſuffered all beſides to cun 
wild in the broad Way, which i leads to Deſtruc- 
tion. And as for Redemption made general, with Conditions 
angexed ; it is fo far from magnifying the Grace of Curr, 
that it plainly contradicts it: For, if He knew from the Be- 


ginaing who they were that believed not, nor would ever be- 
ieve; it would rather have argued a Degree of Grace and 
Favour, not to die for them; than that their Sin and Condem- 
nation ſhould be thereby ſo greatly aggravated : As it had been 
better for ſome they had never known the Way of Righteouſ- 
neſs, than to depart from it, 2 Pet. ii. 21. 

Obj. Thrs leaves the maſt of Men without Remedy. 

Anjw. The fallen Angels were higher than we, yet have 
no Cauſe to complain, that no Mediator was appointed for 
them; and if any be left remedileſs, the Fault's their own: 
For, if Freedom of Will, as now it is, impowers Men to 
make a Remedy (il. by Acceptance and Application) much 
more, as it um, it might have kept them, if they would, 
from naading a Remedy. You'll ſay, perhaps, as ſome do, 
Why were Men left to this Freedom of Will, if foreſeen 
thus to uſe it? Nay rather, why do Men, after ſo woful an 
Experiment, chuſe to be ſo left? They have their Option; 
let them look to it. 

And ſo I leave their Objections: For I heartily wiſh, both 
for the Truth's Sake, for Peace; to ſeg theſe Conteſts 
buried, rather than agitated, leſt they eat out the Life of Re- 
ligion. They breathe in a healthleſs Air, who make them 
their Element. And I verily think, that if the controverted 
Texts were duly weighed; (that is, if ſpiritual things were 
compared with ſpiritual, and fleſhly Conſultations ſet afide) 
the preſent Differences would quickly be compoſed, being 
moſtly fomented by a loofe and luxuriant Way of Philoſo- 
phizing in Divinity ; and by holding to Words of an indefi- 
nite ification, mare than the Scope and Context. 


INF RE N-C-8-6 


She. 1. Upon what hath been ſaid of the Mort and Ends 
of Redemption, 1 — a while, to thoſe of the Ge- 


3 ne va 


neral Point; I mean not ſuch as are Men proſeſſing Godlineſs, 
= _ of which are yet leavened with it) but thoſe very 
did and diſingenuous Spirits, who pretend to a General 
Ranſom, covering themſelves with the Shadow of it, and 
yet ſtudy nothing Tels than to anſwer its Ends: Who dream 
of Redemption from Hell; but for Redemption from Sin, it 
comes not into their Mind: They contend, that CRRIST 
died for A; and yet, carry it as if He died for none; at leaſt, 
not for them: For they have no Mark or Tincture of ſuch a 
Redemption upon them] but remain evidently Bond/laves 
Corruftion. Can you think, that the Sow of Gop died for 
_ while you deſpiſe a living to Him, hate them that love 
im, oppoſe whatever is dear to Him, and perſecute to the 
Death, if your Line would reach it, thoſe that have any ſp*- 
cial Mark of Redemption upon them! Did He make his 
Soul! an Offering for Sin, to procure Men a Liberty of Sin- 
ning? Or, was CHRIST crucifhed, that the Body of Sin 
might remain unmortified ; yea, get Ground, and be the more 
rampant upon't? Is this your kindneſs to your Friend, to 
be ſo in, Love with his Enemies, the Spear and the Nails that 
pierc'd him, that you'll ſpend and be fpent for the Service of 
your Luſts? He dicd, that thoſe He died for might live - 
ire, to whom? Not to themſelves, but to Him that died for 
them: And did you really believe that He died for you, = 
could not but fo judge; his Love would cenſtrain you. Re- 
deemed Ones are the Lord's Freemen ; and you are free to 
nothing but the Devil and Sin. Is this is the Badge of your 
Freedom? Thg Cogniſance by which the Subjects of CHRIS 
are known from Rebels? o, tis the Rebels Brand, and 
you'll find it at laſt, This is that will aggravate your Con- 
demnation, and make it a Condemnation to Purpoſe, thus to 
deny the LokD that bought you: You are Haters of Gop, 
and He'll make you to feel it: Wrath will come upon to 
the uttermoſt. If Gop ſpared not his own Son, who had no 
Sin, but by Imputation, how ſhall He ſpare you that are no- 


thing elſe but Sin? He that deſpiſed Moles's died without 


Mercy: Of how much ſorer Puniſhment fhall he be thought wor- 
thy, who hath trodden under foot the SOX of GoD: and counted 
that Blood which (which you pretend to believe) was ſhed for 
your Redemption, an unholy thing, Heb. x. 28, 29. The Wrath 
of the LoRD is dreadful? He'll tear you in pieces, and none 
ſhall deliver you. Bethink your ſelf, therefore in time: = 

r 
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ſider how you ſhall bear that Weight of Wrath which the 
Son of Gop- ſunk under! There is yet Hope concerning 


this thing ; and it ye have any mind to eſcape, delay it not: 


ye will enquire, enguire to purpoſe ; Return and come. 
7 4. The Doctrine of peculiar Redemption may not 
be taken to diſcourage or weaken the Hope of any, in their 
coming to CHRIST for Salvation; any more than that Many 
ſhall feek, and ſhall not be able to enter, ſhould keep Men from 
ſtriving: But, on the contrary, which alſo was CHRIST's 
Intent in telling us ſo, it ſhould quicken our Diligence and 
Speed in going to Him, left the Door ſhould be ſhut; which 
is — =. = open while He calls. Suppoſe the worſt: Sup- 
poſe, I fay, that your Intereſt in Redemption were only as it 
general: i. e. for temporal Mercies, even that deſerves all you 
can do, and more. What criminal is it, that lying at his 
Prince's Mercy, would not think himſelf oblig'd to ſpend 
the Time of his Reprievement in his Prince's Service; eſpe- 
cially conſidering, that even that Service fhall have its Re- 
? But why will you ſhut out your ſelf? No Man is 
Namely exempted ; and for any to exclude himſelf, is to fin 
againſt his own Soul; and to be a ſecond time guilty of de- 
ſtroying himſelf. Put it upon the trial: You can loſe nathing 
by venturing ; but All without. Who can teil, but your Name 
may be written on the High-Prieſt's Breaſt-plate ; as well as 
Reuben's or Tudab's? Beſides, you have no way to prove it, 
but by going to ſee; which never any, in good earneſt, did, 
but they found it /o. ; 

Infer. 8 From what hath been ſaid of Redemption, as pe- 
culiar to the Elect, with the plauſible Shews brought againſt it; 
[ infer, The important Neceſſity of trying the Spirits, and 
the Doctrines they bring, whether they be of Gop. A plau- 
ible Outſide, and fair Shew in the Fleſh, are no Argument of 
Truth in the Bottom: Takingneſs with Nature, ſhould ren- 
der things ſuſpicious to us, rather than approved. Our beſt 
Rule of Judgment in this Caſe, is that of our Saviour, 
The Tree ts known by its Fruits. And if by this we meaſure the 
General Point, it will be found wanting in what it pretends to, 
and not a little reproveable: For, 1. Inſtead of mignifying 
the Grace of CHRIST, and Merit of his Suftcrings, it does 
in effect, nullify both It makes Redemption general, as to 
Perſons, but not as to Things: It redeems the whole of Man- 
kind from part of their Bondage, but uc part of them fran 
K 4 | the 
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the whole: Or upon ſuch a Condition as no Man in Nature 
is able to perform: Which is too defeCtive to be the Device 
of Sovereign Wiſdom and Grace, That canmet be called a 
Catholicon, or general Remedy, That ſuſſers itſelf to be gene- 
rally worſted by the Diſeaſe; Nor that a Pere Redemption 
which teaves ſtill under Bondage, I dowbt not at all, that 
the Blood of the Sow of Gop in our Nature, is of infinite 
Merit; but withal, that it is of hike infinite Virtue and E 
cacy, and will for ever operate accordingly. But, if the 
Succeſs and ſaving Effects thereof ſhould depend upon ſome- 
thing to be dope by Men, which Redemption it felf doth not 
inveſt them with ; then will Men come in for a Share with 
CHRIST, in the Glory of their Salvation: yea, in this Caſe, 
any Addition of human Ability annihilates the Grace of 
CrrisT *: Whereas, to depend upon CHRTs H for Sanctifi- 
cation as well as Righteouſneſs; to expect from Him a Power 
to repent and believe, as well as Acreptence upon your Beheving ; 
gives Him his true Honour, as entitling Him to the whale of 
vour Salvation; which is indeed, his proper Due, and due to 
Him alore, And this may be a main Reafoa, why Men pro- 
teffing the Name of CHRIS, are fo generally Stran to 
Faith and Holineſs: They do not ſeek it at the ds of 
CHRI8T, as a part of his Purchaſe ; bet rely en their own 
Ability. 2. In of laying a Foundation for Faith, ard 
a Help to Believing ; the Genera! Doctrine muzzles the Soul 
in its Unbelief, upon a Preſumption of Power in himſelf to 
Believe when he will. We little think how much Preſump- 
tion and carnal Security derive from this Root; whereas peru- 
liar Redemption in the Vigour and Lattitude of it, (iz. as 
procuring for us a Right to Faith and Holineſs, with the SP1- 
RI of CHRIST to work them effeQtually in us ;) is far greater 
Encouragement to apply ourſelves to CHRIST for them, as a 
Part of his Purchaſe 4 ; and tat without which we cannot 
partake of the other Benefits of his Death. And I cannot but 
think, that any Man in his right Mind t, upon a due En- 
quiry, and thorough conſidering the Matter, would rather de- 
pend upon ſuch 1 2— as redeems from all Iniquity; 
though the Perſons conceru'd in that Redemption be but few ; 
than on that which is ſuppoſed to redeem all univerſally, up- 
Condition of Faith and Repentance; but does not _ 
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brings in everhiting Righteouſneſs, that does not orily bring 
into a falvable State Ce but works alſo and — 
thoſe Conditions and Qualifications that have Salvation at 
the End of them. | | 
Infer. 4. If CazsT gave Himſelf a Ranſom for the Ele, 
then is Redemption alfo of Grace, and Freę as Election itfelf ; 
_ be beth our thankfal Remembrance, and all Self- 
There's a Aptneſs to t our Original ; to 
pay Tribute where — duez and to withold it where it 
is. Twas needful Counſel. of old, and no leſs at this Day; 
Ye that follow after Righteouſneſs, look to the Rock uubence you were 
hewn, Iſa. li. . Your REDEsMER firſt brought you out 
of nothing, and when you had fold your ſelves for nought, 
He Himfelf became your Ranſom, though He needed you not: 
See therefore, that ye aſcribe all to his Love. It was not 
betterneſs of yours that gave you Preference in Redemption, nor 
was it your i ompliance that made Redemption 
12 to ; thoſe =. flight _ - * _y your 
EDEEMER bought your releaſed you from your 
imaginary Freedom, — ſaved of og ow Unbelief, _— he 
never known what this Redemption had meant, nor what it 
is to be Free indeed. No, it was purely your REDEEMER's 
Love: He valued you as being his FaTaER's Gift; and as 
given to be one with Himſelf; therefore loved you, and gave 
Hlimpelf for you. When you were in your Blood, and no 
uu you; no not your own, then was the Time of his Love: 
ven then He accepted the Motion made by his F ATHER and 
yours, and ſigned the Contract. He knew doch your Weight 
and your Worth; your natural Unfitneſs for Him and Aver- 
fred to che Mad: He alſo knew what it muſt coſt Him to 
make you both meet and willing; and that it was ſo ſtupend- 
ous a Work, that all the Hoſts of Heaven would have broke 
under, He further knew, that after all He ſhould do and 
ſuffer for you, you could not advantage Him in the leaſt; 
only He ſhould have the Satisfaction to have made you nappy 
againſt your wnrenewed Will; and yet He declin'd it not: He 
came leaping upon the Mountains, and ſhipping over the Hills, of 
Death and Difficulties, as longing for, and delighting to be 
in that Work: He was /treightened *Qll it was WW 
uc 
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ſuch was the Intenſeneſs of his Love to you] And a great 
deal ado He had with your Wills before you were brought td 
be willing. And for all this, He only expects you will 
it worthy of ſo great a Lover, and ſuch Manner of Love : Whi 
is in Effect but to accept of, and continue in, his Love, and 
be willing He ſhould fave- you freely; and own this Love of 
his, as the immediate Fountain whence your Happineſs is de- 
rived. 
Infer. 5. Since your Propriety in Redemption is founded 
in Elacting Love, give all diligence to make your Election 
2 Spare not bor Pains; its Fruit will be worth all the La- 
ur and Coſt you can lay out upon it; if clear in this Point, 
the whole Body will be full of Light. And among other Evi- 
dences of Election, review the Marks ſpecified before under 
that Head. Make out alſo your Intereſt in Redemption, by 
walking worthy of Redeeming Love; which cannot be, but 
by doing and being ſomething more than others; ſome ſingular 
Thing muſt warrant your Claim to that fingular Privilege: Hold 
forth, therefore, in your Life, the Effects of your Union 
with CHRI1sST in his Death: Let the Scope of Redemption be 
the Scope of your Converſation, You have no ſuch Way, if 
I may fo ſpeak, to gratify your REDEEMER, as by lettin 
Him fee the Travel of his Soul: A thorough Newneſs of Life, 
with a total devoting your ſelf to Gow, will illuſtrate Re- 
demption not a little, and proclaim convincingly both its Me- 
rit and Efficacy. It will alſo be a good Office done to your 
ſelves, as an Evidence of your ſpecial Concern in Redemp- 
tion ; and much more vindicate your Chriſtianity, than for- 
mal Profeſſion, or cager Conteſts. And in order to this, 1. 
Determine to know nothirg but JesUs CHRIST, and Him 
Crucified : Count all Things elſe nct worth your knowing; 
for, in Truth, all Knowledge elſe will come to nothing. Let 
all, therefore, be loſ and dung, for the Excellency of the Know- 
edge of CnrisT JesUs eur LorD, Phil. iii. 8. And ftudy 
the Do/trine of his Croſs; that ye may not ſtand by and hear 
Him defam'd, and not have a Word to ſay for Him: So alſo 
obſerve Him, that when the World and He part, you may 
know your own Maſter, and be known by Him. 2. Let no- 
thing be ſo dear to you, as not to part with it for your RE- 
DEEMER when called for; and riſe early to do it: Take, up 
vour Croſs, and enure your ſelf to the bearing of it, before it 
be laid on: The Lorp parted with his Delight for you from 
; ternity ; 
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Eternity; there is nothing more reaſonable, nothing more na- 
tural to an Heart rightly poſtur'd, thari to love and live to Him 
whe died for you: And whoever hath known the Grace of 


Gop, and the Love of CHRIST, in Truth, cannot but ſo 


judge. Deal with Sin according to its Kind; the dreadful 
ature w nothing diſcovers, nor can, but Hell itſelf, 
and the Sufferings of Cunts r, and moſtly Theſe : Let it die 
no other th but that of the Croſs, and the more it cries 
out to be ſpar'd, do you cry out the more urgemt'y that it may 
be crucified. 4. Let not CarisT be divided: His Offices are 
requiſitely conjoin'd, and cannot be ſeparated with our Secu- 
rity; nay, not without our certain Ruin. Know Him, there- 
fore, for your PROPHET and Lox Das well as your REDEEMER ; 
and for your Wiſdom and Sanctification as well as your Righ- 
teouſneſs; One and All. Take Orders from Him as your 
Captain General; receive your Law from his Mouth; what- 
ever He bids you do, do it: Follow Him wherever He 7 
and carry it as becomes his Attendants : The Armies in Hea- 
ven follow Him upon white Horſes, and arrayed in white : 
Be not your own Director in any thing, nor over-haſty; ſtir 
not up your Beloved until He pleaſe, . await his Counſel 
and Conduct as preferring his Knowledge of Times and Sea- 
ſons, with the Manner and Method of his Working and Pre- 
ſcribing, before your own. Let nothing divide you from 
CHRIST: Let nothing but Death, let not Death itſelf 
ſeparate between you and Him. Nothing, you fee, could 
ſeparate Him from you, nay, had it not been for you, and 
ſuch as you are, He had not died: We are not our own, we are 
bought with a Prices; which is the higheſt er in every 
State and Duty, whether living or dying, to be the Lord's +. 
Infir. 6. CarIsT's Fring Himſelf a Ranſom for you, war- 
rants your largeſt Expectation of things from him: 
What Sins too great to be pardoned Or Imquities ſo ſtub- 
born as not to be ſubdued 1? Or Graces fo precious as not 
to be obtained? The Lorp delights in nothing more than 
Mercy; the only Bar was Sin; which being diſſolved by the 
Blood of CayrisT, Grace and Glory run freely, The mak- 
ing us Kings and Priefts unto Gon, Jens One in the FATHER 
and Himſelf F. being the thing He died for, no inferior good 


thing can be witholden from us, Faith and Holineſs are 1 
| | ings 
* 1 Cor, vi, 20, + Rom, xiv, 8, f Heb, ix. 14. 5 John 
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— Union with © and the Price 
He bath paid has, 1 why Herein is Love, that God 

bis SON to be the Propitiation for our Sins * / The Purcha 
paid, Releaſes art ſeal'd, and He in Poſſeſſion; all — — 
— * It is now but his giving forth the Revenue that lies 
by Him, which alſo He delights to do. 

Other Notes of Uſe this Doctrine affords: which I can 
but touch, as Junathan the Honey: 1. It fhews the high Eſ- 
teem that Gon has for his Choſen, whom He went Himſelf to 
redeem, and purchaſed with his e Blood+. 2. That by this 
Standard thoſe Favourites of Heaven ſhould value themſelves ; 
not weighing the World's Contempt, nor clouding thoſe. 
Marks of Worth Redemption has put upon them. 3. It 
ſhews the contagious Nature of Sin; the deadly Venom where- 
of nothing but the precious Blood of the HOLY ONE could 

antidote, nor withſtand the Torrent of that kery 

ke: As alſo its Dreadfulneſs, in that the Sox of Gop died 
in the Conflict, 4. It ar the Greatneſs and Preciouſneſs 
of 'the Soul; 'the — whereof had ceaſed for ever, if 
Cenlsr the Sov of Gop had not made his own $a! an Of- 
ering for it. 5. That the World is not a little bebolden to 
God's People for all the good Things they poſſeſs: for they 
have them on their Account, and ſhould therefore afford them 
better Quarter. 6. That Gop will not lightly paſs _ the 
Wrongs done to his People : Redemption bad ca 
Kings t; againſt whom even hard Speec eee How 
{everely then will He make Inquilition for Blood 9 
argues the eſs of Election, for that an ee = 
was Irrevecably decreed and paid to confirm its Title. 8. It 
alſo evinceth the abſoluie Freeneſs and 2 of Electing 
Love, ſince Creatures could not poſſibly deſerve or be wort 
of fo great a Ranſom. . It infers the — Weightine 
of that Glory which required ſo vaſt a Price, and could — 
be had for leſs. It further yields a Chief Gorner-Stone for the 
Saints Perſeverance: For, (1.) They are not now at their 
own Diſpoſe ; Redemption has transfer'd their Title to ano- 
ther, 


* 1 John iv. 10. + 2 Sam. 2 Adds xx, 28, f Rev. 
v. 10. {I Plalmix, 12, 
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ther, who loves them better than to leave them expos'd to a 
ſecond Lapſe, from which there is no recovering. 2. Re- 
demption being a Yalnable Conſideration; and fo accepted; 
even the Righteouſneſs of God is engaged to fave them; and 
muſt therefore prevent, remove, or over-rule whatever wauld 
hinder that Salvation. On all which Accounts, and othe 
Redemption ſhould be much the Subje# of our Diſcaurſe 
Contemplation : It was the Firſt-born Promiſe after the Fall; 
by the Repetitions whereof, and further Explanations, the 
LorD hath perfumed the Breath of all his Holy Prophets 
which have been ſince the World Our Lob and Sa. 
vious Himſelf was frequently ſpeaking of it; which ſhews 
that his Mind was much upon it, and that the ſame Mind 
ſhould be in us. Tis a Theme that glorified Saints take plea · 
| ſure tb dilate upon; witneſs _— and Elius on the Holy 
Mount “; and John, wrap'd into Heaven on the Lox p's Day, 
found them at this Service before the Throne of Gop +; 
where I cannot but note, by the way, three obſervables. 1. 
That the Saints in Heaven were celebrating the Wark of Crea- 
tion and that of Redemption both in one z and it was the 
Lord's Day: A good Argument for our Loxp's Day Sab- 
bath! 2. That they afcribe the ſame Glory and Honour unto 
the Lams that was flain, as to Him that fits on the Throne; 
an evident Proof of CrnrsT's Divinity! And, 3. That the 
Ground of their Triumph and Exultation, was not the Ge- 
neral Point, no Speech of that in Heaven, but Peculiar Re- 
demption : A Confirmation of the preſent Truth, And 
further, our Lord and Saviour ftill bears about him the 
Marks of his Crueifixion; he _ as a LAMB that had been 
Alain t, and He glories in it: I am He that was dead; and 
with theſe Marks He'll appear when He cometh to judge the 
World]: Till when, the Loxp's Day, and its moſt ſolemn 
Ordinance, are for an unchangeable Remembrance of Him &. 
Whatever therefore befalls us, ſhould mind us of this gloriats 
Tranfattion : If it be Evil, that Redemption hath ſaved from 
the Evil of it; if Gocd, Redemption hath purchaſed it for us; 
whether good or bad in itfelf, Redemption will ſanctify it ta 
us, But when ye think of Heaven, and of the Heaven of 
Heavens as your Portion, with all that Heavenly . — 
. ngels 


Luke ix. 31. + Rev. i. 10. Ch. v. 9, 12, * t Rev. v. 6. 
Rev. ii. 8. and i. 18, Zech. xii, 10. 1 1 Cor. xi 26 


146 A Practical | Diſcourſe 
(Angels Food, and better) that attends you at every Sage, 

/ ye appear before GOD in Zion ; eſpecially when ye are 
admiring, (for what it is ye cannot think) I ſay, when ye are 
admiring that tranſcendent Glory which ſhall ariſe from that 
ineffable Oneneſs, to be then compleatad between the FaTHER 
and CHRIST, and his Saints; ſay, with that Heaven-born 
Pſalmiſt, What ſball I render unto the LoRD for all his Benefits ? 
And anſwer your ſelf with him; I will tate (not this or that 
ſingle Benefit, but) the Cup of Salvation, glorious Redemption, 
which that Cup ſignifieth, and call on the NAME of the Logp. 
All the Divine Attributes center in Redemption, as Light and 
Heat in the Sun, and are thence ſavingly reflected upon Men 
redeem'd: And this is the moſt compendious Way of behold- 
ing the Glory of Gos, and of celebrating our dear-bought 
Happineſs. Something, perhaps, like this may that Fruit of 
the Vine be, tho unſpeakably beyond it, which CurisT and 
his Deſciples ſhall drink new in his FaTHER's Kingdom f; 
when he that ſowed, and we that reap ſhall rejoice together 1. 
Therefore unto Him that loved us, and waſhed us from our Sins 
in his own Blood, be Glory and Dominion for euer; Amen \. 


3. That the Purpoſe, or Intent, of CarisT's Death cannot be 
fruſtrate, That is, Thoſe for whom CHRIST died, ſhall 
certainly obtain all the Benefits accruing by his Death. 


All the Counſels of Gop from Eternity; all his Promiſes 
and Declarations holding forth thoſe Counſels; and all his 
Diſpenſations in order to their Accompliſhment ; have a ſpe- 
cial Relation to CHRISH as dying for his People, and their 
actual Salvation thereby, as = nd thereof. Now the End 
of a Thing, is That for which the Thing itſelf is, and but 
for which, it hath not been: *Tis That the chief Agent pt in- 
cipally purpeſeth, and aims at; and if he be wiſe, he will 
certainly uſe and appoint ſuch Means, and order them in ſuch 
Manner, that the thing deſign'd ſhall not miſcarry, Men in- 
deed may miſs of their End; they aim at This, and That's 
produced, as in building the Fower of Babel: But this is ftill 
from ſome Imperfection in themſelves ; either the Thing itſelf 
is not feaſible, or the Way to it imprudentiy contrived, or the 
Means unduely apply'd, their Minds alter, or they are made to 

de 
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dei by a Power above them, &c. But with the only Wiſ 
and Almighty God it is not ſo; none of thoſe Things which 
impede the Bann of Men can happen to His; there can be 
no other Event of them, but what He ſetly intended; the 
leaſt of his Purpoſes fhall not ſuffer Diſappointment, much 
leſs that great Deſign of Men's Salvation by the Death of his 
SON. That the ning itſelf is feaſible, is atteſted by that 
inumerable Company already in Heaven on his Account. It 
was ſo wiſely contriv'd, that all Intereſts concern'd are ſe- 
cur'd and fatisfy'd: Gop is Juſt in Juſtifying ; the Sinner 
ſaved; while Vengeance is taken on his Sin; and CHRIS 
well pleas'd with a Seed to ſerve Him. The Hay of Obtain- 
ment is ſuch as will certainly Compaſs the End; the Divine 
Power is engaged in it; which reſts not in the leaſt on the 
Concourſe 2 of any mutable Agent, or fruſtra- 
ble Inſtrument. Hit Heart cannot be taken off from it; it is 
That his bleſſed Thoughts have run upon from Eternity; and 
thoſe Thoughts of his ſtand faſt to all Generations. And 
laſtly, no higher Power can ſuperſede his Decree; He is Sove- 
reign LORD, and controlleth all. | 

To confirm the Point, take the following Arguments. 

Arg. 1. Is from Redemption itſelf; wherein, 1. The Great- 
neſs of the Price; 2. The Kind or Manner of Payment; and 
7 tr: Scriptural Import of the Word, and not a little con- 

erable. 

1. For the Price: It was the Life of the Son of God; 
whoſe Perſonal Dignity was ſuch as put a Tranſcendency of 
Merit upon his Death; which therefore could not be parted 
with for a doubtful or uncertain Purchaſe; nor could any Ob- 
tainment inferior to Salvation compenſate the Price. In this 
lies the Streſs of the Apoſtle's Argument; who, to ſet forth 
the happy State of Gop's Elac, and to prove them out of 
Danger, brings in the Price of their Redemption; Ih ſba!! 
condemn? It is CHRIST that died *. The Eninency of the 
Perſon, and the Sufferings He ſubmitted unto, as they greatly 
illuſtcate his Love to Men; fo they ſtrongly affirm and enſure 
the Event of his Death: For, if reconciled to GoD by the Death 
of his SON, much more Shall we be ſaved by his Life +. 

22. The Kind or Manner of Payment; it was by Suffering. 
Had the Ranſom been of the Nature of Sepobrable things, 

| VIE. 
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(viz. to ſecure Satisfaction in caſe the Treaty took Effect, and 
to de refum'd in caſe it fucceeded not) it had much altered the 
Matter; there had no Damage accrued to the Depoſitor; 
be might have — dik. own again, tho — with Advan- 
: But Suffermgs once undergone cannot be recalled; the 
* War ſpile on the Ground; they cannot be — 
up. again, unleſs in their Fruits, va. in the Accompliſhment 
of the End they were defigned for; which duly weighed wit 
not allow Redemption to be Conditional, nor its intended Ef. 
fects to depend upon things Contingent. Beſides, That 
which is Infinite will not admit of Kadition; nor can that 
which hath all Worth intirely within it, find any thing of 
Worth without itfelf, to d upon. But this, methinks, 
ſhould not need Arguing, fince it 1s fo apparent. 


3. From the Scripturat Vage, and of the Word: 


which fhews, That on hath e Eternal Life our 
Due; and that all fuppoſable Conditions, all manner of 
Graces, Means, and Helps which muſt come between our 
Natural State and Glory, with Glory itſelf, were all inten- 
tionally in the Defign of it, purcha it, and contained in 
it ; as the Stalk which the Flower muft grow upon, is vir- 

tually in the ſame Seed with the Flower itfelf. . 
doth not only allow Men their Book, and fave them ar cafe 
they can read, (that's a heartteſs Notion) but enables them to 
read, and that in point of Will as well as Knawledge. Faith 
is to Salvation, as Livery and Seifin are to Poſſeſſion; they 
are no Part of the 5 —4 4 ol . but a 
! and notifying Introduction to actual En 
| — the Purchate Money entitles * them, as 3 
the Inberitance. As we can aſk ng of Gos, either war- 
rantably or ſucceſsfully, but as intitted thereto 4 Redemp- 
tian; ſo, on Redemption's Account, ye may atk any thing 
that hath a Tendency to its End; ye may claim Faith in Or- 
2 * Salvation, as well as Salvation at the End of your 

ait h. | 
And now, that Redemption doth not barely make Men re- 
leaſable, or capable of being ſaved; but doth by its own pro- 
per Virtue proſecute its End to perfection, at the 

compleat Salvation of Redeemed Ones is bound up in it, and 
whatever might let it taken out of the way, F ſhall clear by a 
fort Induction of Particulars. 1. Redemption imports Satis- 
faction. Without This the World had not been reconciled; 
| Y nor 
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could it be ſaid, The Pleaſure of the Lon had 


s Hand: But both theſe are affirm'd, ja. liii. 10. 1. 


Lon p to bruiſe Him. It does not intend only, that it was 
| Pleaſure or Will of Gop, that the thi mou! be 05g 
but that He was well-pleafed by the doin *#; it; that is, He 
was again pacified towards us, ede &r He ſuffered ; his 
Juſtice being thereby aton'd. And this very Reaſon ye have 
annex'd in * xlii. 21. The Lord is wall She aſed for bis Righ- 
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tecußveſi He ſhall magnify the Law and make it honourable; 
i. e. by levying Sati faction upon CHRIST: Which alſo accords 
hers of xplicates that in Rom. iii. 31. Do we then make 
void 


through Paith? Gop forbid; yea, we eftabliſh the 
Law. It is further confirm'd b Ger. 7 v. 19. Gop was in 


CuarisT reconciling the World to Himſelf: This muſt be r 


ood, for elſe the Breach had continued: But, oy = 
ly, the Lon would not be at ſuch Coft, to have his Work 
but half done; For what is Reconciliation, but the Renewal 
of of CY on both Sides? And, that this is way 


upon the Ward, is evident by Matth. v. 
{f 6 Brake hc 2 Ge 94 9 Dot thee, go 2 be recanci „ th 


take in Gop's Reconcilement 
to us, 25 = as 2 — which could not be without 
Satisfaion 2 — would not permit it; He will by no 
— the Guilty. And, to put it beyond Diſpute, our 


Grand. Creditor — Himſelf farisfied, by his ſending from 


Heaven to releaſe our Surety, Matth. xxviii. 2. It was to fay 


in effad, chat He had no further Demands upon us. (2. Re 


ion alſo imports Tuffification, or Freedom from "a, 
281. * 7. un whom be er buy h bis B 

T he Forgiveneſs of Sins, Rom. tit. 24. ultified — 
by his Grace, through the Redemption that i 115 Esus CRRISsT, 


Rom. v. 9. Gal. iii. 13. CHRIST hath redeemed us from 


the Curſe of th Law, being made a Curſe for us: He blacted out 


the Hand-writing that was againſt us, nailing it to his Croſs, + 


Col. ii. 14. (3.) Ir imports the Eviction, Vanquiſhing, or 
binding of the flrung Aan; who would not elſe have let go the 
Prey, nor have left his Poſſeſfion ; By Death He deſtroyed him 
who had the Power of Death ; that is, the Devil, Heb. i. 14. 


By the Blood of his Croſs He ' pad Principalities Aid Powers, 


and triumphed over them, Col. ii. 15. (4.) It imports Freedom 


from the Pawer of Sin, Rom. vi. 5. Our Old Man was cru- 
cified with „ that the * of Sin might be deſtroyed; that 


henceforth 
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henceforth we ſhould not ſerve Sin : Upon which it follows, He 
that is Dead (viz. with CHRIST) is freed from Sin, v. 7. And, 
Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you, ver. 14. (5.) It imports 
Inherent Holineſs, or Santtification, Col. i. 21. You who were 
ſometimes Enemies in your Minds, now hath He reconciled, in the 
Body of his Fleſh through Death, to _ you Holy, v. 22. Heb. 
x,*10. Vie are ſanctiſſed 1 Offering of the Body of 
Jesus CHRIST, Rom. vi. 18. Being then made free from Sin, 
ye became the Servants of . : And that it was by Vir- 
tue of CRIST's Death, appears by Ver. 8. For if we be dead 
with CHRIST, we Hall alſo lIrve with Him: It is His Blood 
which purges the Conſcience from dead Works, to ſerve the Living 
Gop, Heb. ix. 14. (6.) It likewiſe im Reſurrection, 
John vi. 54. 55. I will raiſe Him ap at the laſt Day; for my 
Fl.fb is Meat indeed, (i. e. as Crucified.) CaHrxysT dying, was 
the Death of Death. Hef. xiii. 14. In CHRIST 2 be 
made alive, 2 Cor. xv. 22. (7. ) It further extends. to the ac- 
tual Poſſeſſion. of Redeemed Ones with Blefſedneſs and Glory, 
Rom. viii. 30. J/hom He Tuftified, them He glorified. Li- 


x. 19. Thou haſt Redeemed us to GOD by thy 
9, 10. *Tis the Voice of thoſe. in Heaven, Now, That all 
Theſe are in Redemption, is evident; and as evident it is, 
| That Redemption thus qualified, is not, cannat le liable to 
Fruſtration, for it brings us to Hauen; and then we are fare 
beyond the reach of Danger. And for this it was, that Paul 
cared not, he needed not care, 1% now any thing,; in compari- 
ſon, but JEsUs CHRIST, and Him crucified, ' 1 Gore ii. 2. 
It is true, The Reſurrection of CarisT, his Reſurrection, 
his Aſcenſion, fitting at Gop's Right Hand, and Interceſſion, 
have their reſpective Influence into all theſe glorious Privi- 
leges, and Parts of eternal Glory; but the al ſpring. from 
his Crucifixion; if He had not died, He had not been a Prieſt 

for ever as II is. Wi 
Arg. 2. The End of Redemption cannot be fruſtrate, be- 
cauſe the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST is at leaſt, as prevalent 
and effectual to i Seed, as Adam's Tranſgreſſion was to his. 
All his Poſterity, indced, were involy'd in the Curſe; yet fo, 
chat there ſtill remained, through the Intervention of Grace, 
a Poſſibility of Releaſe: But the Righteouſneſs of CHRIS 
hath ſo perfectly recovered and eſtabliſhed his Seed, that their 
Taſtifed State can never be loſt: And the Reaſon is, becauſe 
Grace 
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abounded much more, Rom. v. S- Wihiads Sporting 
of Grace cannot refer to the Subjects of Grace, as if they 


Permanency of its Effects, towards all that are the Subjects of 
it: And thence it is, that Grace is ſaid to reign through Righ- 
teouſneſs, and that to Eternal Life, Rom. v. 21. 

Arg. 3. If the End of Chalsr's Death might poſſibly be 
fruſtrate, as poſſibly might the main End of Gop's making 
the World ſuffer 2 All things were made for 
Himſelf; and by this Scale they aſcend to Him; the World 
for the Elec, the Elis for CurisT, and CHRISH for Gon. 
All his Works praiſe Him; but above all, that of Redemp- 
tion, as of higheſt Note and Eminency. Moſt conſpicuouſly 
doth the Glory of God ſhine forth in the Face of CHRIS 
as Dying, and as dying for ſuch an End, viz. the Salvation of 
his People: Ir is the chief cf the Ways of God, the very 
Meridian and Height of his Glory, not Eſſential, but Mani- 
feſtative, both in this World, and that to come. Redemp- 
'd to glorify all the Divine Attributes; it 
therefore behoved ſo to be laid, that of all his Deſignments, 
this might be ſure to ſucceed: For do but ſubtract the Surengſi 
of its Effect, and leave his Redeem'd in a periſhable Condition; 
and it draws à Blemiſh, inſtead of Beauty, upon all the Divine 
Attributes. For, 1. The Endof Gov's ſetting forth CHRIST 
a Propitiation, was to declare his Righteouſneſs in the Remi 
of Sins ; which it does doubly. 1. That without Satis 
tion, Sin could not juſtly be remitted. 2. That Satisfaction 
being given, I could not juſtly be imputed f. But if thoſ: 
for whom Satisfaction has been given, ſhould not be juſtified 
and faved, Divine Juſtice would be as liable to Impeachment, 
as if had been ſaved without: And fo, the thing deſigned 
for the Honour of his Righteouſneſs, would turn to its Diſpa- 
ragement. 2. It would not accord with the Love and Good- 
neſt of Gon towards his Ele, that That which was meant 
for their Recovery, and was alſo a Price well worthy their 
Ranſom, ſhould poſſibly turn to their deeper Condemnation z 
(for ſo it muſt, if they be not 1 ſaved .) This could 

2 not 
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not be that Pleaſure of the Loxp, which ſhould proſper in 
the Hands of CHRIST. 3. It would not be according to the 
Faithfulneſs and Truth of Gop, that CHrisT ſhould fail of 
That He was promiſed, and earneſtly looked for, as the Fruit 
of his Suffermg; which was a Seed to ſerve Him: The 
Thoughts of which were matter of Complacency to Him for 
Everlaſting f. But if thoſe He died for, ſhould not only 
abide in the ſame Condemnation He came to deliver them 
from, but under a much ſorer Vengeance than if He had not 
undertaken for them; How grievous would it be to Him, and 
contradictious to the F aithfulneſs of Gor! 4. Another End 
of Redemption was, That the manifald Wiſdom of Gon might 
ſhine forth in the Sight of Angels and Men. CunrrsT cuci- 
fied is the — of Gon t: — if it were ſo 5 
the thing chiefly deſignꝰd might poſſibly miſcarry, it would be 
no Illuff, ation of Wiſdom. e Will — of common Prudence 
part with his Jewels and choiceſt Treafure, and leave his Pur- 
chaſe knowingly under hazard? Men, indeed, may poflibly 
waſte their Eitates in Trials and Eſſays that come to no- 
thing; but did they foreſee the Event, they would not fo ex- 
poſe their Prudence to reproach. 5. The Gredtxeſs and Power 
of Gop would ſuffer an Eclipſe, if it were in the Power of 
Creatures to defeat his moſt wiſe and holy and 
kinder the Accompliſkment of his greateſt Work. What 
would the Egyptians ſay, but that He: deſtroyed them, becauſe 
not able to go through with that He undertook ? 6. Laſtly, 
if the End of Cunisr's Death might poffibly ibe fruſtrate, 
then that bleſſed Project for glorifying the Gra of Go 
might poſſibly be diſannulled and come to nothing; for none 
but Ones do or can glorify that Grace... | 

| Arg. 4. Another Argument for the fure Efe# of Chris's 
Death, is, That He hath the of the whole 
Work committed to Himſelf; as well the Appircation of Re- 
demption, as the Procurement of it. He is the Repoſitory, 
Root, and Treaſury, wherein all the Benefits of Redemption 
are laid up; and the great Almuner by whoſe Hand they are 
diſpenſed. Adam was no more a publick Perſon after his Fall: 
The new Stock was not intruſted with him, but put into the 
Hands of CHRIST, who will give a better Account of it. 


& ; Arg. 
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Arg. 5. There is nothing wanting to our Lon D and Re- 
DEEMER, which might any way conduce to the final Com- 
pleatment of his Work. There are Five Things mainly re- 
quiſite to make a great Undertaking ſucceſsful, viz.. Autho- 
rity, Strength, Underſtanding, Courage and Faithfulneſs: 
All which, the Captain of our Salvation is eminently inveſted 
with: The FATHER loveth the SON, and hath given all Things 
into bis Hand, John iii. 35. 

I. Autherity: He was appointed to his Office; (For, as Me- 

diator, the FATHER is Greater than He: He came not of Him- 
elf, but the FarHRR ſent Him > He was called of GOD + : 
It was laid on Him, and undertaken by Him, in the way of 
a Covenant t, and confirmed by an Oath 5, Never to be re- 
vers d; which alſo may partly be the Meaning of Gop the 
FaTHER's Sealing Him | . The Government ts laid upon his 
Shoulder ©: He hath the Key of David committed to Hin , 
which ſhews the Abſoluteneſs of his Authority : Without Him, 
no Man can lift up his Hand or his Foot in all the Earth. 
2. Strength or Power: Theſe cannot be wanting to Him, 
if all in Heaven and Earth be ſufficient for it; for This He 
hath 4+, and He hath it to this End, That He might give Eter- 
nal Life to as many as He undertook for t; which if they 
ſhauld miſs of, it would be ſaid, That A! Power was not 
able to ſave them. He that made the World, is ſurely well 
able to it, and to over-rule whatever comes into it: 
He —7＋ have ſuffered Sin, the only Enemy, to invade 
it, if He could not have queiled it at Pleaſure: Their Re- 
deemer is ſtrong; the LoD of Hoſts is his Name; He ſhall tho- 
roughly plead their Cauſe FF: He my Reign until He ſhall have 
put all Enemies, bath under his own Feet, and ours ||\|. 

3. Underflanding or Knowledge: This cannot be wanting to 
Him, who is the //:/dem of the FATHER: The Loxp hath 

wen Him the Tongue of the Learned, that He might 

ards in Seaſon to him that is weary TM, He knows his Work; 
what is it; how to effect; and who they be that are concerned 
in it. 1. He knows what his Work is: It was, in ſhort, 
To ſeek and to ſave that which was [ft : Not to bring them into 
a Salvable Condition, as ſome ſpeak, but to Save them, and 

L 3 that 

* John xi. 42, + Heb. v. ts 5- t Ifa. xlii. 6. 6 Heb. vii. 

21. | John vi 27. 1 Ifa. ix. 6, ** Rev. iii. 7. tt nx 
xxviii. 18. t John xvii. 2. 55 Jer. I. 34. ||| 2 Cor. xv. 
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that from their Sins 2. He came to open the blind Eyes; and 
to bore the deaf Ears; to reſtore the withered Limbs; to 
cleanſe the Lepers; to heal the Sick; to raiſe the Dead; to 
caft out Devils; to preach the Goſpel; and to cauſe thoſe it 
belongs unto, to hear and receive it : He knows they are Dead, 
and He knows as well that He is to Drichen them, and thence 
we have it in John v. 25. The Dead jhall hear and live: And 
Chap. x. 16. Other Sheep I have; Them alſo muſt I bring and 
they ſhall hear my Yaice. He is alſo to keep them, and to look 
to them, ſo as not One be loſt + ; and finally, to raiſe them up 
at the laſt Day, arid to take them to Heaven with Him: All 
which He is perfectly acquainted with, His Work is before 
Him t. 2. As He knows his Work, what it is, ſo the be 
Seaſon and Method for its Performance. He came in the Ful- 
nels of Time; when Things were ripe for his Coming: He 
came Then when there was moſt need of Him; the il's 
Kingdom at the higheſt; his Oracles in greateſt Credit ; the 
World overwhelmed by the Reman Power; and the true Re- 
I;:gion quite depraved —_ the Jews, It argues a dexirous 
Underfanding, to take an Enemy in his Ruff, at his bigheſt 
Pitch of Strength and Confidence, and throw him on his 
Back; to ſuccour a diſtreſſed Friend or Ally, when brought 
under Foot, and ſet him on his high Places: This the Scrip- 
ture calls & frengthening of the Spoiled againſt the Strang $: And 
thus doth cur Lord JESsUSs CHRIST, who is partly therefore 
ſaid to be of Quici Underſtanding ||: In all his Undertakings He 
deals prudently ©: And to This it is that Hannah aſcribed Suc- 
ceſs; The Lok D i GOD of Knowledge, and by Him Action: 
are weighed **, 3. He knows Ibo they are for whom He is 
to do it. The Fruits of his Death are not as Things to be 
iven in common; they fall not marferently upon Men, ay 
Rain upon all forts of Ground : He knows whom He came 
to Redeem; not their Number only, but their Perſons ; they 
were all written in his Book: And fo well is He verſed in it, 
that He calleth them all by their Names 4+ He does not omit 
any, nor call One for Another: He knows Whom the Fa- 
THER hath Cheſen and Given to Him tt: He can neither for- 


get 
Matt, i. 21, + John xvii. 12, 22. Ch. vi. 39. f Ifa. xl. 


o. (Amos v. 9. || Iſa. xi. 3. 1 Ch. lii. 13, ** 1 Sam. ii. 3. 
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get them, nor miſtake them: They are written in his Breaft, 
and on the Palms of his Hands *. 3 

4. Toa great Undertaking is required Courage or — . 
of Spirit, to confr nt Oppoſition; and cut through Difficul- 
ties 3 And if this be wanting, all other Endowments will ſig- 
nify little, as to Succeſs. Tad how was our Lord and RE 
DEEMER qualified as to this / When He was entering into his 
Paſſion, againſt which he prayed, I it were poſſible that Cup 


might paſs from Him He then needed Courage in the Abſtract, 


and we find that He had it anfwerably. In the 5oth of [arab 
the Prophet brings Him in as putting on his Armour of Proof; 
Therefore haus I ſet my Face as a Flint, and I know that I ſhall 
not be confounded f. In the Greatneſs of this his Strength did 
He travel through all thoſe Contradictions of Sinners, Tempta- 
tions, rao, Blaſphemies, &c. And when his Hour was 
come, He did not recoil, nor hide Himſelf from them: no, 
nor ſtay till they came-where He was, but goes to meet themt. 
And though He might have had more than twelve Legions of 
Angels for aſking, waves their Aſſiſtance, and his own fin- 

le Perſon undertakes both this World and the Powers of 

arkneſs, yea and the Wrath of his FArnER too, which 
was much more grievous, and of far greater Terror than all 
the reſt; and in all this He was alone, there was none with 
Him: And that an Angel appeared to Him from Heaven 
ſtrengthening Him $; it was rather a Token and Part of his 
deep ö — that the Mighty Gop ſhould ſeem to want, 
and fo admit the proffered Service of his Creature than a /e/- 
ſening of his Sufferings. Now all this was for the Procurement 
of Redemption; and can He then be wanting to the Ee 
Application of it; He cannot ſhrink at the Sight of ſtraggling 
Parties, that hath won the pitched Battle, and remains abſo- 
lute Mafter of the Field : For this alſo, we have a ſure Wort 
of Prophecy, He ſhall not fail nor be diſcouraged, until He have 
ſet Jud in the Earth ||. 

5. Faithfulneſs: This alſo is a grand and neceſſary Quali- 
fication for an high Undertaking; and for this our REDEEMER 
is alſo ſignally eminent. To do the FarRER's Will, was 
That He came about from Heaven. And this was his Will, 
That of all H had given Him, Ly ſhauld loſe nothing ; but ſhoul4 
4 


raiſe 


* Ia. xlix. 16. + Iſa. I. 7. f John xviti. 4. Luke xxii. 
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raiſe it up at the laſt Day *, that is, That He ſhould give them 
Eternal Life +: And we find Him profefling, That He had 
done it accordingly t, and that He wrll do it , according to his 
Promiſe fo often repeated in the 39, 40, „4, 45 Verſes of the 
6th of John. And He keeps them, in Fuit to his 
Truſt, viz. That the Scripture might be ' fulfilled ſ. Judas was 
let go, to fall by his own Tranſgreſſion ; whom doubtleſs He could 
and would have kept, as He did the reſt, had He been, as they 
were, committed to his Charge; for He gives to every ohe 
according as He received for them, as is ſeen by comparin 
Pſal. Ixviii. 18. with Eph. iv. 8. In the one place it is ad, 

received Gifts for Men; and in the other, which is a Quo- 
tation of the tormer, He gave Gifts i Men : Thoſe, there- 
fore, for whom He received Eternal Life, cannot fail of it, 
unleſs He ſhould fail of his Truſt; which, indeed, He cannot 
do; for, He is Faithful in all his Houſe ; and that as a Son N, 
and joint intereſt, you know, is a natural and prevalent Ob- 
ligation to Faithfulneſs. If any ſhould offer to diſpoſleſs 
Him, He would anſwer as Naboth did Ahab; Gop forbid that 
I ſhould part with the Inheritance of my F aTatR . And this 
Faithfulneſs further appears, in that He makes it a main part 
of his Buſineſs now in Heaven, to have this Work perſected: 
He ever liveth to make AW for them 44. There is great 
Weight put upon this, in Rom. viii. 34. he is He that con- 
demneth It is CHRIST that died; yea rather, that is ri 
again alfa maketh Interceſhon 4 us: And the Sum of 
his Prayer, is, That thoſe given to Him might be from 
Evil; that they might be One in the FarRHER and Himſelf; 
and that they may be where He is, to behold his Glory ft. Now 
then, if the Salvation of thoſe He died for was the End of his 
Death; and the Price that He paid, well worthy the Purchaſe: 
If it be the FaTHER's Will that they ſhould be faved: If 
alſo this Salvation be the 3 which He prays, and 
whatſoever He aſketh of Gor, He will give it, John xi. 22. 
it needs muſt follow, That the Intent of his Death cannot be 
fruſtrate. 


Yet does not this Truth go unoppofed ; nor for any Fault | 


of its own, but that it will not give Place to another, which 
| unduely 


John vi. 38, 39. + Ch. xvii, 2. f Ver. 12. { Ver. 26. 


[| John xvii. 12, 1 Heb. ui. 5, 6. ** 1 Kings xxi. 3. +f Heb. 
vu. 23. {tf John xvii. 24. 21. 15, 
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unduely affects the Preheminence: Denied in Terms it is not; 
none will fay direlih, that CHR Isr's Intent in l e, 

ome, 


fruſtrated : But, Intent of his, is ſo narrowed 
and clog'd with Conditions, as would bring it to nothing. The 


1 or its Uſe, I underſtand not; but ſuppoſe th at 
zcefſity drove to it, for want of a better, to ſhore up the Ge- 
Point. I thought, at firſt, of no ObjeQion here: Bur, 
having ſince found this in the way, I would put in the ſacred 
Ballance, and try its Weight. e Sum alledged is this : 

Obj. That the Intent of CanisT's Death, 1was only to bring 
Men into a ſalvable State; with fuch Means and Helps as wi 
bring them to Salvation, if they will uſe them: And that any are 
not ſaved, is from their Unbelief. | 

Anſw. 1. That Unbelief is the Condemning Sin, needs no 
Proof: But Men's not Believing in CRRISTH is not the only, 
or fir/t procuring Cauſe of their Condemnation ; but their Apoſ- 
tacy, and Rebellion againſt Gop: Although the Condemnation 
of thoſe who believe not, is greatly aggravated by rejecting 
the Remedy; as one condemned for Treaſon, refufing his Par- 
don, that Refufal is, indeed, the next and immediate Cauſe 
of his Execution, and perhaps ſhall heighten the Rigour of it; 
but his treaſonable Practice was the fir procuring Cauſe of 
his Death; which alfo he ſhould have ſuffered for, if no ſuch 
Pardon had been offered him. There will need no Accuſation 
from CarisT, to juſtify the Condemnation of Sinners: He- 
fes, whoſe Law they have broke, ſhall witneſs againſt the 

ews; and the Law of Nature againſt the Gentiles, That 

aith if the one Thing neceſſary on our Part, in order to our be- 
ing ſaved, is a Foundation-Truth, and moſt neceſſary to be 
known: And as true it is, that this Faith adds nothing of M- 
rit or Virtue to the Croſs of CHRIST . Where Men are faid 
to be juſtified or ſaved by Faith, it is meant of the Oëject of 
Faith, and not of the A, tho' not without it. For as bread 
muft be eaten, and taken in, before it can nouriſh; ſo muſt 
the Righteouſneſs of CHRISH be apprehended by Faith, before 
we can be juſtified by it. But as the Action of Eating or 
Chewing, is not the Matter or Sub/tance of our Nouriſhment, 
but the Bread we eat; fo neither is our Ad Belieuing, but 
the Righteouſneſs of CarIsT alone apprehended by Faith the 
Matter of our Juſtification, But, 

2. Why ſhould Redemption depend on foreign Power to 
bring about its End ? Why ſhould fo great a Thing be left 

; in 
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in the Hands of a human Arbitrement; to ſucceed, or be de- 
feated at the Pleaſure of a perverſe Will? That CHRIST ould 
die, ought rather to have been Conditional, and not the Sal- 
vation of thoſe He ſhould die for; and fo, in Prudence, ſhould 
have been deferred till the End of the World, to ſee if any Fruit 
would come of it; and if net, then nat to die at all: For why 
ſhould he die in vain? But that CHIR Is fbould die, and at that 
very Time when He did, was fore-determined of Gon, and 
confirmed with an Oath ; whereby it was made Neceſſary, and 
impoſſible to be reverſed. It — not, then, with the 
Wiſdom or Truth of Gop, that the End of his Death ſhould 
poſſible miſcarry, or be fruſtrable; which it muſt he obnoxious 
to, if dependent on the Human Will; a Thing fo fickle and 
uncertain, that it knows not this Moment what it will do, or 
pitch upon the next; (beſides a natural Antipathy to the I hing 
itſelf:) But evident it is, That the End has the ſame Inſu- 
rance as the Means, viz. Decree, Promiſes and Oath. And 
no, ſhall ſo great Solemnity, and Expectation upon it, eva- 
porate into Contingency? CHRIST was promiſed a Seed to ſerve 
Him, and ſuch a 15 bt of the Travel of his Soul, as ſhould 
Jari Him: That He ſhould divide the Spoil with the Strong: 

hat the Heathen ſbaul be bis Inheritance 1: That Kings ſhould 


fee and ariſe; Princes alſo ſhould worſhip t, and his Enemies be- 


come his 4 $, &c. And this, as a Reward of his Suf- 
ferings; and He fits in Heaven, expecting till it be done |. 
And now, ſhall ee Creatures uſurp a negative Vote to their 
Scvereign's Will? Shall it be at their Pleaſure, whether He 
who is Heir of all Things ſhall poſſeſs his Patrimony ? Shall 
finful Duſt fo arrogate to itſelf, as to ſay, My Creator's Will 
ſhall be done, ſo mine may be the Standard of it ? Shall thoſe 
Statutes of Heaven, in favour of the Conditional Doctrine, run 
thus? The ſtrong Man armed, ſhall be ſpeiled and caſt out, 
if he will : The Heathen, whoſe Gad is the Devil, ſhall re- 
nounce him, and turn Tenants to CHRIST, if He will 
to it, and they alſo think it their Intereſi: Kings and Princes 
ſhall ariſe and Worſhip Him, if their own Grandeur will bear 
it; and Enemies become his Foot-ſtool, in caſe they be Ft to 
ſubmit to it, &c. Who would not tremble to hear ſuch Indig- 
nities put upon CHRIST. 
/ 3. There 


* Iſa, iii. 10, 11. + Pſalm ii. 8. 1 Pſalm xlix. 7, 5 Palm 
cx. 1, || Heb, x. 13. 
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3- There was no Reaſon why CarisT, the Son of Gop, 
ſhould die for ſo ſmall a Purchaſe, as to make Men but Cen- 

th ſalvable: That the greateſt Thing in the World 
ſhould be hung en ſo weak a Pin as would not bear the Weight 
of an Apple. I call it a Purchaſe, becauſe they bad 
more than this in Adam They had then a pure Freedom of 
Will, without Biaſs io Evil. But Now, ſay you, they are 
helped by Motives and Arguments from the D-nge: they are 
in, and the Benefits attainable by changing their Courſe: but 
what are theſe as the Caſe ſtands ? What otives will move, 
while inſenſible of that Danger, and ignorant of the Benefits 
propoſed? Such Motives alſo they had Before, and more am- 
ply than New; inaſmuch as the preſent Senſe of a — 
dition was more attractive and prevalent to keep it, the 
meer Propoſal of a diſſant and unknown Privilege, can be to 
attain it; for of Things unknown Men are not defirous ; eſpe- 
cially when Things are moſt ſuitable to preſent Senſe, are 
theirs in Poſſeſſion: And to leave theſe, for thoſe they under- 
ſtood not, is contrary to their Reaſon : They ſee neither Dan- 
ber nor Privilege, and therefore deſpiſe both. Or if 

ave Skin- deep Convictions at Times; the preſent Content 
they dream to have in their Luſts, carries them Head-long, 
as with Wind and Tide, 

4. If Rational Motives and Argumentations were of that 
Weight and Efficacy for the working of Faith, as ſome have 
pretended ; then thoſe of the largeſt Endowments of Nature 
ſhould be the moſt capable Subjects, and moſt likely to be 
wrought upon. But do any of the Phariſees believe on Him? 
Do not the Princes of Worldly Wiſdem account the Preaching 
of the Croſs Fooliſhneſs? Do we not ſee Men of Renown 
for Human Sapience, highly pretending to Moral Sanity, 
and higheſt flown in their Free-wi!! Principles, nevertheleſs to 
deſpiſe the Ways of Holineſs; yea, deſpoiling CHRIST Him- 
ſelf of his DEITY, and the Chriſtian Religion of its co” f 
Glory? Nothing more plain to common Obſervance! Sur 
then it could not be reaſonable that this glorious Redemption 
ſhould lie at the Mercy of a perverſe Will; ſince that is the 
Thing which hath leted and will let until it be taken out of 
the Way. CHRIST was but once delivered to the Wills of 
Men, and then they crucified Him *; and ever ſince they eru- 

cify 


* Luke xxili. 24. 
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cify his Croſs. Had they hnown Him, they would not have cru- 
fied the LORD of Glary *: But ſoit is, in the Wiſdam of Gop, 
the Warld by Wiſdom know not Gop +, The of 
Men never was the Author of Faith, either to themſelves or 
others t: The Preaching of the Crois is to the Jewiſh Legaliſt, 
a Stumbling Blk q; and Foolifbneſs to the rational Philoſopher, 
and that at Athens |. 


5. Conditionally will not conſort with the Scope of CHRIST's 
Redemption, nor yet with the Nature of the Bondage it re- 
fers unto : It is ſummarily term'd, The Bondage of Corruption 
In Parceis, it bears the has of Blindneſs, Darkneſs, Death, 
Hardneſs, Unbelief, Enmity, &c. And, that Deliverance 
from theſe, was the ve * and End of Redemption, might 
be made out particularly ſhall inftance only two or three 
Generals: For this Pury ee the SON of GoD was manifeſted, 
that He might deflray the Works of the Devil . Our oll Man 
was cruc fied with =_ that the Body of Sin might be de- 

firayged **, Gop ſending his own SON in the e Likeneſs e 
2 and for Sin, condemned Sin in the Fleſh ++. ich 
Texts, leſt they might ſeem defective, for want of —_ 
lity, That alſo is ſupplied in T7. ii. 14. Who gave Himſelf 
for us, that He might redeem us from all Inigui "ag, = V. 25. 
26, 27. CHRIST gave Himſelf for the Church. that He might 
ſandif and cleanſe it, and gf of it to Flimſelf a Cone 
Cub, not — & Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing. But 
was it not a Thing in deſign only, and liable to Fruſtration ? 
No, it was determined — fixed; For, Hz ſhall redeem: Ifrael 
from all bis Iniquities t And, The Blood 1 Jesus CHRIST his 
Sow cleanſeth us from all Sin 5. It's ſpoken in the preſent 
Tenſe, as a Thie ſtill and ways in doing. And this All 
here muſt be __ univerſally ; becauſe, if not ſaved from 
All, it would be, in the End, 'as if ſaved from None: One 
9 left on the Score, binds over to Wrath; eſpecially Un- 
ef \\4. Why then ſhould Then of all the reſt be exempted 
iſputed? Is it, that we think Faith ſo eaſy a Matter, that 
wok need not trouble our Maſter about it? Few Believers 
bave found it ſo: Or do we think our ſelves better able to deal 
with our cwn Hearts, or truer to our Intereſt than He? Tis 
our 


* 1 Cor. ii. 8. + Ch. i. 21. f Ch. i + 5- F. Ch. i. 23. 
Acts xvii. 18. TJ 1 John iii. 8. 5 "xy vi. 6. ++ Ch. viii. 
3. J Plalm cxxx. 8. FF 1 John i, 7. ||| John iii. 18. 
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our Heart's Deceitfulneſs that makes us think ſo: Or ſhall 
we impoſe upon CarisT ſomething of ours to ſeek out his 
Merits, or to make them effeCtual? He abhors it; for IF ye 
be ciraumciſed, CHR is H ſhall profit you nothing * Or do we 
aſpire to hit on his right Hand in the Glory of Redemption? 
I know not what it :s; but am ſure, that ſomething not right 
lies in the Bottom, though unſeen. For fince the Honour of 
Redemption lies in faving from Sin, he that ſaves from Un- 
belief, which is the Capital, ſhares deepeſt in that Honour : 
Unbelief is the Lock of our Chain and Bondage; and till 
that be unſnot, there's no getting lodſe. CHRISsT's R 

tion is not like thoſe Laws of Men, which hold the ſmall, 
but let the great ones break through: No, Redemption aims 
at the Head; and it was ſo from the firſt + But how are 
Men faved from Unbelief? Is it their own Act, or another's? 
If their own, then tis of Works; which will not confort 
with Grace : If another's, that other does it either Abſo- 
lutely, or Conditionally: If Abſolutely, the Objection ceaſes: 
If Couditionally, what was the Condition of it? It could 
be Nothing in us before we Believed; for, whatſoever is nut ' of 
Faith, is Sin F. It muſt then be from another Cauſe, and 
without Condition, and that can be only Redemption ſelf for 
nothing elſe can pretend to it; and the Pretenſions of Fhat 


are good, for CuR15T is expreſly ſaid to be the Author of our 
Fa K And the hs 12. gt” Jabn affirmas A! Grace to be out 
of his Fulneſs C. alſo ſhews, that CHRIS thends 


us, not becauſe we do, but that we might apprebend Him . 
And further, The Hory Grosr (who is the immediate 
Operator of all . d upon us through IESsUS CHRIST 
our SAVIOUR ++. That Faith which is not from CHRIST 
intirely as its Author and Rost, will never lead the Soul to 
CHRIST as its Object and Center. But methinks the Doctrine 
of Conditional Redemption ſhould be for ever ſilenced by that 
one Declaration of our Saviour Himſelf, I am found of them 
that ſaught me nat 1. q 
Now ſhall this Truth be yielded, viz. That CyrisT's Re- 
demption made an End of Sin? Or ſhall we ſay, That our 
Old Man was crucified, all but his Vital Parts? . T hat all 2 
Wot 


Gal. v. 2. + Gen. iii. 13. } Rom. iv. 4. and Chap. xi. 6. 
Rom. xiv. 23. || Heb. xii. 2. 4 John i. 16. „ Fhil. iii. 12. 
1+ Tit. iii. 6, t Ia. Ixv. 2. 
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Works of the Devil are deſtroy'd, except his Maſter-piece? 
That [frael is redeemed from All his Iniquities, fave only the 
worſt and moſt ———__ Does the Scripture ſpeak fal- 
laciouſly? Or does vain Man deal deceitfully in his Cave- 
nant? I would aſk, with great Seriouſneſs, for the Matter 
requires it, What good ſhall Redemption do us, if it ſave· only 
from ſome Sins, and not fiom all/ Or if from all excepting 
Unbelief? This would too much reſemble a Pardon ET 
T reſpaſſes, petty in compariſon, while the Guilt of our T rea- 
ſon lies ſtill upon us? To purchaſe Salvation upon Terms 
of Believing, without purchaſing Faith alſo, is like an 

Undertaking to cure a Man of his Phrenſy, upon Condition 

he will be /ober : What will they do, who content themſelves 

with ſuch a Redemption as this ? 


— r OY ' 


. — aa 7 — nat. - —. 
Lamy, Conſider Redemption in its Type: The People's 
Sins, under the Law, had not been expiated by the Sacrifice, 
without ſprinkling the Blood; and it was not themſelves that 
ſprinkled it, but the Pri. And can we then think, that 
HR1ST ſhed his Blood for thoſe on whom He will not ſprin- 
kle it? That He will not give a little Faith to thoſe He died 
for, whereas without That, all that He doth beſides, will not 
profit them? Hath He wrought ſo great a Deliverance for his 
Servants, and now ſhall die for Thirſt ® ? Tis impoſi- 
ble that his Love ſhould be fo cooled, (fince his going to Hea- 
ven) as to be indifferent, touching the Travel of his Soul: 
Shall he periſh for whom CHRIST. died, for want of a good 
Ward? Eſpecially when that Word can be ſpoken effectually 
by no Body elſe: If any ſay, He would, but they will not; 
I anſwer, This Mill not is their Unbelief, and the great thing 
they are to be ſaved from; He that is faved from that, is ſa- 
ved every whit; and this CHRIST is to do by making them 
willing: A Will to Believe, is Believing ; and in the Da of 
his Power they find it. And for any to fay, That a Mill to 
Believe is not purchaſed by CHRIST, and effectually applied 
by Him, but depends on ſomething to be done by Men, is a 
reat Derogation to the Merit of his Sufferings : It is, in ef- 
Ra, to ſteal a Jewel from our SovEREIGN's Crown, and to 
wreath it on 2 Fool's Cap. 
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Fer. 1. The Impe Impeſfibi ane fruſtrating the LNG of CHrIsT's 
Da is a manifeſt and Arg . culiar Redemp- 
tion. For if the Sal vation of thoſe He 42 for was the End 
of his dying, and the Intent of his Death cannot be fruſtrate, 
then He had not in his Eye and Defign the Salvation of thoſe 
that are not ſaved. 
Infer. 2. Take heed What ye hear, and How. Beware of 
e Doctrines which tend to enervate the Covenant of Grace; 
reducing it to a Covenant of Works, or ſomewhat _ | 
difficult: A prineipal One is that which makes Redem 
Conditional, and Dependent upon ſomething to be done b 
which CHRIST is not the of: Of its evil Con 123 
I ſhall mention two. 

I. It bereaves us of that ſolid Ground of Comfort (for the 
Joy oy of the Lord is our Strength) which the Ab/oluteneſs of 

edemption intends and offers to us, expoſing our naked Skin 
to every 1 Blaſt of Temptation. Who can promiſe the Stand- 
ing of that Fabrick which ſtands on a doubtful Foundation? 
To build Hay and Stubble on the Rock, has not half that 
Danger in it, as Gold and Silver on the Sand. The one ſhall 
be faved, tho* with difficulty; the other loſes both his Work 
and hirhſelf : For let Redemption be never fo firm and ſolid in 
itſelf, if yet its Standing and Efficacy depend 19 4 — that which 
is fleeting and unhx'd, the Ground 7 our Confidence is gone 
"Tis like thoſe Pumps that have Water enough within: be but 
yield you none, unleſs you firſt put in ſome of your own, 
which yet ye have not; like Zacob's Well, but nothing to draw 
with, But Men to annex Conditions, is to offer a Bar to 
their own Pardon; and inſtead of an Amendment, to add a 
deſtructive Proviſo ts the Bill of Free Grace : That Paradox 
2 Preacher ſeems * here; 27 not Rig 2 over 

neither make thyſelf otherwiſe : ſhould/t thou deſtroy 

thy fel If ? Eccleſ. rd . * 1 

2. To make Redemption dependant on our Faith, attri- 
butes to Created Grace an Honour that is due only to Car IST, ' 
which Redeemed Ones ſhould be very tender of, Was He 
alone in the Obtaimnent of Redemption, and ſhall we think be 
needs a Coadjutor in its Application ? Shall we impute to that 
glorious Atchievement a need of our help to make it 5 
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ful? No, whatever Graces ye have, ye muſt thank Re 


tion for them, ier Redeemed. IT 
whole Conſtellation ſhines by a borro Light; they have 


none of their own, but an Bore the Sun of Righteouſneſs com- 


municates to them. Haſt thou Faith ! Have it to thy ſelt, 
and know it for thy good; take it as an Effet and Evidence, 
but not as the Cauſe, of your Intereſt in Redemption. Each 
Grace is of Uſe ip its Place, and Beautiſul; as each Star 
hath an Orb of its own; and to move out of that, is to break 
the Harmony ot the Spheres: Even Goſpel Graces legallized, 
loſe their Excelleney. I muſt ſay to Faith in this caſe ;, Friend, 
fit down lower ; this Place belongs to your Author; You are 
Redemption's Creature; fr you had your Birth; and 
in That you live and move: Ye are welcome as a Guelt, yea, 
as a Chief Ruler of the Feaſt; tho not as the Bridegroom's 
| Compeer. But true Faith, and unclouded, 15 more. . 
ous than to incur ſuch a Rebuke. 

Infer. If all Merit and Grace be virtually in Robey 
tion, and thence diſpenſed by the Hand of our REDE&MER 
Himſelf; this yields both a friendly, Reproof, and Direction 
e Reproof to Ex N any where elſe; and Di- 
J to poor thirſhing Souls, I bers 2 2 to be ſatis- 
fied. Undone gh ou 15 your ſelves, (that ye finds) and 
would gladly put, Ruin under the of 1 35 
as one that is a 88 it. Thus far ye are rightz. But 
ſomething you ſeek in your ſelf chat may ſtrengthen 
Hope, and induce bis Favour to you. Away with ſuch: 
tences, and flee to your REDEEMER as ye are; for ram Aim 
alone is that Fruit to be. faund 4. Be ſenſible of your Defor- 
mity and Unworthineſs as ye can, and walk humbly under 
the Senſe of it; but let it not ſlacken your Pace, nor abate 
your Hope. If any thing may render you worthy, that. is, 

a ſuitable Object of Mercy, it is your coming boldly to the 
Throge of Grace with all your Unworthineſs about you. 
"Tis a diſtguſtful Modeſty to be ſhy in accepting from thoſe 
above us: It looks as if we would not be thought to need 
their Kindneſs; or elſe, as if we thought they needed our 
Requital; or at leaſt, as if were unwilling to be obliged to 
them: Much more unbecoming it is, to be backward in ac- 
cepting the Offers of Grace from fo great a Perſon as our 
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Lok and RED REER. O, the Unnaturalneſs of our na- 
tural Hearts, even to our own good! We are pitiful Objects of 
Charity: All Fulneſs is in CHrIsT, and may be had for go- 
ing for; and yet, as if He wanted Clients, He is fain to make 
Proclamation, Hs / every one that thirſleth, came ye to the Wa- 
ters; and He that bath no Money * ; And, If any Man thirft, 
let him come to Me and drink 4 Great Things are proffer'd ; 
and what's the Price? Nothing; it is but Come and Take: 
And yet this Nothing will be found to be Something; yea, a 
+ both of the greate/t Moment and Difficulty: It is one 
of the hardeſ# Matters under the Sun to become Nothing, 
Nothing in our ſelves, and to fly directly to CHRIST, 
that we may be Something : But go to Him even for this. 
Had the Prodigal deferr'd his Return till he had better Cloaths 
on his Back, and a Viſage more like the Son of ſuch a Fa- 
ther, Rags muſt till have been his Cloathing, and Huſks his 
Entertainment. Do but conſider how it is; JESUS CHRIS 
calls you, becauſe ye are blind, to come to Him for Eye-Salve; 
and you'll not go till ye can fee better: You are Naked, and 
He calls you to come and receive Change of Rayment; and 
pany not go *till better arrayed : He offers you Gold, for 
e knows your Poverty, and you'll not take it, till you have 
2 of your own to give for it, &c. Look over it again, 
and ſee it this be handſome Dealing either with your ſelf or 
Him. Tis Free Grace in Redemption that is to be glorihed ; 
but ſomething of your own would leſen your need of. CHRISTH, 
and lower your eſteem of his Grace; nay, twould be a means 
to keep you from Him, as Farms and Oxen did thoſe full 
Gueſts — the Wedding Supper. Conſider further, No 
Man was ever accepted of CHRIST for what he brought to 
Him: They are beſt welcome that bring nothing, and yet ex- 
pect all things. What did you give t# CHRIST, or what did 
you for Him, or ever can, that might move Him to Die for 
you? Yea, to be made Sin and a Curſe for you? Did He go 
into Hell wp fetch you thence, and pawn his Soul, his precious 
Soul for your Ranſom? And can you think that He'll flick 
at petty Matters? Deſervedly may you and I be upbraided 
with, O Fools, and flow of Heart to believe! He knows we 
have Nothing, and would have us know that He knows it; 
and withal, that He hath all things for us: And for our in- 
TIF M vincible 
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vincible Encouragement, that all things are ours in a way of 
Right ; his Purchaſe hath made them fo: We are his invited 
Gueſts, and ſhall not need to bring our Seat or Proviſion 
with us. I ſhall add but one Confideration more; (viz.) 
Whether your keeping off from CHRIST, till fit for his Pre- 
ſence, as ye term it, be the way to better your State: Search, 
and ſee, if ſomething like Pride be not at Bottom : Something 
you would have, e er you come, that might render you ac- 
ceptable; and that you can have only from Him; and you 
cannot have it, but by coming without it. Redemption hath 
in it infinite Treaſures of what we want; and our REDEEMER 
is infinitely more pleaſed to give them forth, than we to re- 
ceive them. Think therefore you are always hearing that joyful 
Sound, Come unto me, all ye that Labour, and are * Lale, 
and I will give you Reſt *: And, Him that cometh unto Me, I 
will in no wiſe caſt out +. 

Infer. 4. This gives to Believers the higheſt Encourage- 
ment in their ſpiritual Conflict, For if our Old Man was cruci- 
fied with CHRIST, that the Body of Sin might be deſtroyed, 
and the Intent of his Death cannot be fruſtrate, then Sin thall 
not have Dominion over you t; than which there's nothing more 
fortiftes our Faith in fighting againſt Sin; nothing more com- 
forts the Soul concerning the Work and Toil of bis Hand: $. For, 
To take away Sin, being the End of Redemption; to make the 
Work ſure, CrurisT Himſelf was made Sin, Imputatively, 
not Inherently: All the Sins of thoſe He died for, met on 
Him; He and they were fo incarparated, as not to be ſepa- 
rated but by Death; Sin could not die unleſs CHRISTH died; 


CHRr1sT could not die without being made Sin; nor could He 


die, hut Sin muſt die with Him: Work Curisy, both 
Head and Members univerſally were all crucified together, and 
they all roſe together; all, excepting Sin, and that He left in 
his Grave; and! let us remember it is There. So that now, . 
have nothing to do, in compariſon, but to take the Prey; for 
the Enemy is beaten to our Hands; Elazar flew, and the 
People return'd after him only to 4 |; and ſo it is here: And 
herein is that Saying verified, One Soweth, and another Reap- 
eth J Our Bulineſs now, is to diſplay our General's Tro- 
phies; to tell of his Victories; and prepare our ſelves for his 

Triumph, 


„Matt. xi. 28. + John vi. 37. f Rom. vi. 6. 12, 22. 6 Gen. 
v. 29. 2 Sam. xxili. 10. 1 John iv. 37. 
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Triumph, that we may be ſuitable Attendants on Him, at 
that glorious and long'd-for Day. | 
re are ftraggling Parties, indeed, who watch for our 
halting; and ſeldom, elſe, can they have Advantages: againſt 
us: But their Heart is broke; and if follow'd in our Captain: 
Viftorious Name, they'll ſtill be recoiling ; nothing daunts.them 
more than to ſee = fland to it. Your Adverſary would make 
a Bridge of Gold, or any thing, even to the half. of his 
Kingdor, fo would found a Retreat, or beat no mare in 
that Name. rd therefore the Lains of your Mind; let an 
holy Magnanimity poffeſs you; as knowing your Conflict ſhall 
end in your being crowned. You run not for an. Uncertamty, 
therefore fight not as they that beat the Air: For it is never- 
theleſs true, that Enemy is ſtubbotn, and your conſtant 
Purſuit will make him deffierzte ; ſince he may not have Quar- 
ter, hel do all he can not to die alone; he will ſtand on his 
Stumps when his Legs are off, ar lie on his Back, and fight: 
(for kis Malice is implacable :) He will never give over, till 
quite out of Breath; which yet he will not be quite withqut, 
while we have any; we expire together. But here lies the 
Odds, That we, dying in the Conflict, ſhall rife again with 
Marks of Honour, — our Laurel hold green to Eternity, 
yea, we {half fit with our glorious Captain in his triumpha 
Chariot *: But qur Enemy lies in eternal Silence, and his 
Name forgot; or remembered only to greaten our Exultation 
and Glory: Only, as before, be ſure you ſtand to it: ſet 
— Face as a Flint, as your Lord and Maſter did; and 
now, That as He was not con founded, ſo neither ſhall you: 
All that He had, you have on your ſide, and the Merit of his 
Improvement added to it: What Power the Far HERR gave to 
Him, He delegates to you; even a Power over all the Power of 
the Enemy As it were an Antidote or Super ſedeas, to invalidate 
all that comes againſt you. Wherefore then ſhould you doubt; 
though they come about you like Bees, In the NAME of the. 
LoRD you ſhall deſtroy them + Remember the Advantages you 
have; beſides the bruiſing of your Enemy's Head, and that 
incurably, your own Head is in Heaven ; and He is there as 
on a Mount, to behold both yours and your Enemies Poſture, 
and to fend in Relief, which Ms nauer fails to do n 
2 | | 
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C Rev. iii, 21. + Pſalm oxviii: 12, f Iſa. xli. 17. Ch, xxv. 
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And He makes Interceſſion for you : While you are fighting, his 
Hands are up, and never weary; and theretore you may be con- 
fident of Succeſs. It was by Virtue of his Prayer that Peter's 
Faith did not fail, when there was but an Hair's Breadth be- 
tween him and Death: The Devil winnow'd, but CHRIST 
I and held the Wind in his Fiſt *. But, 

Laſtly, Suppoſe you be foil'd; things go not with you as 
they were wont, or as you expected; and that caſts you back 
in your Faith; makes you cry out, Fit be ſo, why am I thus +? 
Here the Lord fays to you, as once to his Servant Joſhua, 
Get thee up; wherefore ligſt thou thus diſcouraged upon thy Facet? 
There's ſomething to be done: find out the Troubler of thy Peace, 
and give it no Quarter; And if it be too hard for thee, as 
certainly it will, call in the Mercy promiſed in Pſalm 12. For 
the Oppreſſion of the Poor, for the Sighing of the Needy; Now 
will 1 ariſe (ſaith the Lox p) and ſet him in jafety from him that 
puffeth at him &. And then go on with your Work: Let no- 
thing ſtop you of your Boaſting in this Region, this Upper 
Region of the Grace that is in CHRIST JESUS: In that let 
your Strength be renew'd, the Journey elſe will be too great 
for you ||, and in that Strength ſoar aloft; Take the Wing 
of that Eagle, and mount towards Heaven, above all the 
Smoak and Duſt, both of Self-ability and Self-weakneſs. 
Make your Boaſt of God all the Day long: In the Loxp 
have I Righteouſneſs and Strength : Of my ſelf I can do nothing; 
but through CHRIST (the Strength I have from his Redemp- 
tion) nothing ſhall be too hard for me. O Death, where is 
thy Sting? O Hell, where is thy Victory? The Sting. of Death 
is Sin, and the Strength of Sin is the Law : But, thanks be unto 
Gop, which giveth us the Victory, through our LORD IEsus 
CrrisT ©! Amen, 


Prov. xxx, 4. Jer. xxxi. 11. + Gen. xxv. 28. f Joſh. vii. 
= $ Plalm xii. 5. [1 Kings xix. 7, 8. 11 Cor xv. 55, 
59% 57. | | 
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Effectual Calling. 


HE Doctrine of Calling (which I term Effectual, to diſ- 
tinguiſh it from that which is outward only, and pre- 
vails not) reſpects the Means whereby, and the k 
God's Ele are actually prepared for that Salvation He hath 
choſen them to: It is Gop's revealing his Sox in them; and 
He doth it by the HoLy GHosr, whoſe Office it is to ſanct᷑i 
whom the F ATHER hath El/:#ed, and CHRIST Redeemed * : 
Theſe three Acts of Grace are peculiar to the THREE PER 
sos of the SACRED TRINITY reſpectively, and are all pre- 
dicated of the ſame Subjects; and that as a Party ſelec, and 
diſtinguiſhed from others: They are Choſen out of the Warld + ; 
1 from among Men t; and Taken from among the Gen- 
[LES Ys 
ext to the Glory of his Grace, and the Honour of his 
SoN, the Lord hath placed the Bleſſedneſs of his Cheſen, as 
the principal Scope and End of all He hath done in the World, 
or will do. It could not therefore ſtand with his holy Wit- 
dom, to leave thoſe He was pleaſed to chuſe into Salvation to 
the Conduct of their own Underſtanding and Will, with ſuch 
Means and Helps as they have in common with other Men, 
and thereon to ſuſpend the whole of his great Deſign; for by 
ſuch a Courſe it would not only be liable to Fruſtration, but 
be certaznly defeated, For prevention whereof, and that the 
Purpoſe of his Grace might fland, he hath made it of the Sub- 
flance of Predeſtination, to Prepare and Apply the Means, as well 
as to appoint the End; which in ſacred Language is termed a 
Giving of all Things pertaining to Life and Gadlineſi, 2 Pet. i. 3. 
M 3 Tae 


* 1 Pet. i. 2, Jude ver, 1, + John xv. 19. f Rev. xiv. 4. 
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The Sum of what I intend on the preſent Subject is com- 
priſed in the following Propoſition, vez. 
Prop. That whatever Things are requiſite to Salvation, art piven 
of God freely to all the Elect ; * in them effeftually, 
the Divine Power, in order to that Salvation to which He hath 
appointed them. 


By Salvation here, I underſtand, the Saints perfect Settle- 
ment in Bleſſedneſs and Glory. And, by Things requiſite thereto 
all thoſe Gifts, Graces and Operations, that are any W - 
ceſſary to their aftual Obtainment of that State. Aue Divine 
Pober is that Ability of working which Gop hath reſerved to 
Himfelf ; and is not moved or governed by the Creature's Act, 
but by the Good Pleaſure of his own Will. 

That divers Things arerequitite to Salvation, needs no Proof: 
My Buſineſs therefore is to ſhew. 


1. What theje Requiſites to Salvation are. 

2. What Rost it is they proceed from. 

3. ¶ bam they do belong unto, and by what Right. 
4. The lay and Manner of Gop's diſpenſing them. 


1. What theſe Requiſites ts Salvation are. 


They are of three Sorts; ſome to be done for us; ſome 
pon us, or in us; and others by us; yet fo, as not without 
the ſpecial Aid and Aſſiſtance of the firſt Agent, that Good 
SPIRIT who began the Work, and worketh all in all. The 
great Thing to be done for us, next after Election, is Redemp- 
tion from Sin: This was a Work of infinite Moment, and as 
far above the Undertaking of Creatures; For, 1. The Juſ- 
tice of Gop, that muſt be ſatisfied, by a bearing the Curſe 
due to Tranſgreflors: By this we are ſaved from Wrath; and 
without this, Divine Juſtice will not open the Houſe of his 
Priſoners. 2. All Righteouſneſs muſt be fulfilled by an ab- 
jolute perfect Subjection to the Law: By this, we are inter- 
eſted in Eternal Life; and without #þ:5, there is no en- 
tring into Reſt. 3. The Devil, who had the Power of Death, 
muſt be deſtroyed, and his Works of Darkneſs (by which he 
leads Captive at his Will) diſſolved; that Life and Immorta- 
lity might be brought to Light, and the Prey delivered. None 
of which Works could ever been effeQed, but by One of the 
izme Nature with the Parties peccant or aggreſſing, and yet 


equal 
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equal in Power 'and Dignity with the Majeſty offended; for 
which Cauſe and End, God ſent forth bis Son, made of a Me- 
man, and matle under the Law, &c. . That what the Law 
could not do becaufe of its Weakneſs thro' the Fleſh, the Son 
of God, in the Likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, might perform; and 
ſo condemn Sin in that Fleſh which gave it Entrance 4. This 
was the proper Subject of the former Head, viz. Redemption : 
The End of whieh, partly, was, To bring in the next Sort 
of Things requiſite to Salvation, that is, Such as are to be 
done upon and in the Ele; namely, Their Reconcilement to 
Gow; and receiving the Adoption of Sons. This is the ac- 
tual Performance of what was Intenticnally in Electian, and 
Virtually in the Death of CHRIST, as the neceſſary Way and 
Means to their ultimate End. The Sum of theſe Requiſites 
conſiſts in Faith and San#ification t; the one imports our Right, 
the other our Capacity; Faith intitles, and Holineſs meetens : 
Both which, tho' expreſs'd as two, go always together as if 
but one; and are as inſeparable as Light from the Sun: And 
without theſe, our little World weld {till be in- Darkneſs, 
notwithſtanding all the Light that ſhines about us, or within 
us: Neither knowing our Danger, nor how to eſcape it. 

1. Faith. This in general, is that Spiritual Light in which 
we ſee our felves by Nature Children of Wrath, and wholly 
unable to change our State; and withal, do apprehend Gon 
1 freely by his Grace, through the Redemption that is in 

ESUS CH 


rISTS; and to that End, do roll ourſelves upon 
im, and give up ourſelves to his Laws and Government. It 
is of the Effence of Faith, to empty the Soul of Self-ability, 
And, 1. Of its own Underflanding: It is a Beam Divine 
Light, which evidenceth all a Man's Natural Knowledge to 
be Ignorance and Darkneſs, as to Spiritual Things : The 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of it, as of a Faculty newly given ; and the 
Naturr of its new Objects requires it; for the Natural Man 
cannot difeern the Things of Gop ©: They that have the beft 
Eyes now, were ſometimes. Darkneſs. 2. Faith empties the 
Soul of its own Rightauſneſs; (1.) By diſcovering the Unclean- 
neſs of it . 2. By ſhewing the Neceſſity of a Better ++. 3. In 
whom this Better Ri hteouſneſs is to be found ft. 4. That 
era be atained and had Fg. 5. That being attained the 
14 Soul 
* Gal. iv. 4, 3. + Rom. viii. 3. 1 2 Theſ. ii. 13. & Rom. 
iii. 24. || 1 John v. 20. 1 1 Cor. ii. 14. ** Ila, Ixiv. 6, 
+ Rom. iii. 20, ft Ch. x. 4. $ Ch. iii. 21. 
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Soul is 64255 and — triumph over all . 6. That this bet. 
ter Righteouſneſs and its own cannot ſtand together +, And 
then, 3. The next Work of Faith is, To empty the Soul of 
its own Strength ; that is, of all Confidence in himſelf, as to 
the Obtainment of that Better Righteouſneſs, He makes it, in- 
deed, his Buſineſs to be ſhut of his own, and moſt gladly 
would be inveſted with the Righteouſneſs of Gon; but finds 
it a Matter of tranſcendent Difficulty: Now he's convinced 
tis no eaſy Matter to be faved ; fince to believe, and to keep 
the whole Law, are Things of an equal Facility; i. e. th 
are both alike impoſſible to him: But nothing, he knows, is 
too hard for Gop, and therefore takes hold of 75 Strength t, to 
work this Faith in him; and ſo, by a Faith unſeen, believes 
to a Faith that is vibe &: Tis Faith that is at Work all this 
while, tho” the Soul knows it not till afterwards. 


2. The other grand Requiſite to Salvation is San#rfication, 
or perſonal inherent Holineſs. Juſti ſication is by a Righteouſ- 
neſs imputed, Sandtification infuſed: The former is firſt in Or- 
der of Nature; they commence together in Point of Time, 
even. as Light in the Air at the Sun's Approach; or as the re- 
verſing an Qutlawry inſtantly reſtates the Party in his former 
Privileges; or as the cancelling a Bill of Attainder reſtores 
the Blood, Sanctificatian is the Divine Nature communicated ; 
by which the Old Man is expelled, with his Deeds, or rather 
ſubdued and brought under ; for they are not totally nulled in 
this Life; only proud Fleſh is put down from its Seat, and 
that's a great — its Dominion is taken away, and the 
Seed of Go enthroned in its ſtead: And ſo we are ſaĩd to be 
Tranſlated out of Satan's Kingdim, or Government, int» 
CurisT's. It is ſometimes called Regeneration, or a bein 
born again : The ſeparating a Man from his wild Stock, an 
grafting him into the true ** The forming of CHRIST i 
us ++; and the Law written in the Heart tt; i. e. Diſpoſt- 
ans according to Gop, or an —_ * rr Tis 

o termed, The pa 0 ngs, a becoming 
New of All SF: Een es of Principles, Scope, and 
End of a Man's Life. Not that the old Faculties are blotted 

out 


Ch. vii. 34. and ch. vii. 25. + Gai. v. 2. Rom, x, 3. 
+ Ifa, xxvii. 5, { Rem. i. 17. | Col. i. 13. 1 John iii. g. 
Rom. xi. 17, 1. Gal. iv. 19. ft Heb, viii. 10. {4 £ Cor, 


v. 17. 
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out or deſtroyed, but reduced or renewed, according , to the 
Image of Him that createth it . As the Body when it is re- 
generated, or raiſed again, ſhall be the ſame that was ſown ; 
but ſo changed and dignified in its Qualities, as if it were 
another : Se, in the Sul's Regeneration, the ſame Under- 
ſtanding, Will, and Affections do remain; but quite other- 
wiſe diſpoſed and qualified, according to the new Objects they 
are to converſe with. And this is ſo main a Requiſite to Sal- 
vation, that we are not capable of Heaven without it: Even 
the local Heaven would not be a Place of Happineſs to a Soul 
unſanftified ? No Communion there without Concord: And 
that's the Reaſon why ſpiritual Notions are ſo diſguſtful to 
carnal Men ; and if they cannot endure the Shadow, how ſhould 
they bear the 1 and Thing itſelf? In this Work the 
Soul is Paſſive : But being thus quickened by the SpIRIT of 
Life from God, and ſet upon their Feet, they are capacitated 
for Aion; and now, (ſay they, as Daniel, Now) let my Lokp 
ſpeak, for Thou haſt flrengthened me, Dan. x. 19. And thence- 
forth their Work and Buſineſs is, To walk worthy of the Lok o; 
to glorify that Grace which hath ſaved them; to walk before 
God in the daily Exerciſe of thoſe Graces He hath given 
them; aud to preſs after Perfection, i. e. a Ripeneſs in Grace, 
or Meetneſs for that State of Glory which all theſe are prepara- 
tory to; to ſhew forth his Praiſes; the Virtues of Him that 
hath called them; making his Law their Rule, and his Glory 
their End above all; and all in a Way of dutiful Gratitude: 
For tho' ye may, and ought to have reſpe& to your own Sal- 
vation, 45 and Comfort; yet ſo, as to ſuſtitute all to the 
Glory of the Grace of Gop : And take this by the Way, to 
encourage you in your Duty, That the Glory of Gop and 
his People's Bleſſedneſs are fo interwoven, as never to be di- 
vided”: While ye keep That moſt directly in your Eye and 
Scope, your own Concerns are moſt currently going on; they 
fall in together, and keep in the ſame Channel. 


2. Whence theſe Requiſites ta Salvation ds proceed. 


That Men might know themſelves to be Creatures, twas 
needful to know the World had a Beginning, by I bom, and 
How: And no lefs needful to know the Original of the World 

renewed, 


* Col. iii. 10. Rom. vüi. 29. 
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renewed. The not minding of which may have been the 
Occaſion of Men's aſcribing the New Creaton to the Con- 
courſe of Free-will Atoms : which ſeems at leaſt as irrational 
as the contingeht com og ＋ of the viſible Frame, 

Our preſent Enquiry therefore is, Touching the Author of 
Faith and Holinefs? What Root they ſprang from? Who, 
or What is the Efficient Cauſe of Regeneration? What Power 
it is by which the New Creature is formed, and brought forth? 
Our Aſſertion is, That che New Crtature is God's Forkman- 
ſhip entirely and alone. This the Scripture ſeems evident for, 
and delivers it in poſitive Terms in Jam. i. 17. Every good 
Gift, and every perfect Gift is from Above, and cometh down from 
the FATHER of Lights: Which is ſo full an Anſwer, to the 
Queſtion as, one would think, admit of no Reply. But 
being a Truth unacceptable to Nature, and ſuch ſtriving 
among Men to entitle the Human Power and Will to the Fa- 
therhood of this New Creation, it muſt be argued : And our 
Argument for it is this ; That the New Creature muft be wrought 
either by a Divine Power; or by a Natural Power; or by a Con- 
currence of both together. But, | 

Firſt, It cannot be wrought by a Natural Pawer ; and that for 
ſuch Reaſons as theſe: 

Arg. 1. Becauſe it is a Creature; and of all Creatures the 
Nobleft and met Excellent. All the Virtugſi in the World are | 
not able to make an Atom: They may refine and ſublimate 
Things that are, but cannot give Being to the 5 £ hing that 
is not. How then {ſhould the Natural Man give Being to the 
New Creation? To ſuppoſe ſuch a Thing would be a degrad- 
ing to the Divine Nature; a ſetting the Image of the Heavenly 
below that of the Earthly: For he that builds, is worthy 
of more Honour than the Thing that is built by him, He- 
brews iii. 3. | 

Arg. 2. Nothing can afford That it hath not in itſelf. Now, 

Every Soul in Nature is Darkneſs and poſfeſt with an habitual 
Averſion from Gop : But Light is not brought out of Dark- 

neſs, nor Friencthip out of Enmity: No Man will expect 

Grapes from Thorns; the Product will be according to That 

of which it is produced; Every Scul will have its own Body *; 
An evil Tree cannot bring forth good Fruit + ; That which is born 


of 
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* 1 Cor. xv. 38. + Mat, vii. 18, 
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the Fleſb is Fleſh*, and will never be better: There the 
ew Creature, being a Divine Thing, cannot be educed of 
* ö 
The Natural Man is not only void of all Virtue 
that tends to Regeneration; but is Oppoſite thereto. 
be gra into the true Olive-tree, is cofitrary to Na- 
= 7 The Garnal Mind in Enmity again Go 1. And En- 
mity being a Principle uncapable o . it can- 
not be ſuppos' d it will help to > ro deftro itſelf: They will not ſo 
much as ſeek after God, nor take Him into their Thoughts g. 
Satan they follow with Natural __; but as for the 
Word of the Loup, they profeſs ſtoutly, They will not hearken 
unto it J: They have loved Strangers, and after them they will 
go . 80 — ately ugched are the Hearts of Men ++; they are 
even made up of fleſhly Lufts, which war a — the Soul, and 
whatſoever hath reſpect to his happy Reſtorement. And this 
Enmity is maintained and animated, 1. By the Darkneſs that 
is in them; which all Men in Nature are filled with; or with 
Li bes, which are equally pernicious and obſtructive to 
this ork: By Reaſon whereof, the moſt glorious Objects, 
though juſt before them, are hid from their — They do 
—— — cannot diſcern the Things which are of Goptt - 
have falſe — nt of every Thing; Call God Evil, 
= vil Good ; 8 Sarg. —— — 
and the moſt excellent commonly furtheſt off 
their Approbation. Tu x . * Experiment, That the 
more Spiritual any Truth is, the more will carnal Reafon ob- 
ject againſt it: Hoa theſe Things be $F ? And, How can 
this Man give us of his Fleſh to eat of ? Byall the Under- 
ſtanding that Men have before Converſion, they are but more 
ſtrongly prejudiced againſt the Truth CF. 2. This Enmity 
is further confirmed and fixed, by the Naturality of it. If it 
were an adventitious Quality, it might poſſibly be ſeparated , 
but Now it cannot by any human Power. And that it is Na- 
tural appears, in that the Univerſality of Mankind is infected 
with it: It is not here and there one, but all and every one, 
Jeus and Gentiles, are all under Sin; None that under/tandeth ; 


one 


John iii, 6, + Rom, xi. + Rom. viii. 7. + Pla. x. 4. 
| John viii. 44. 1 Jer. lv. 106. Ch. ii. 25. ++ Ch. xvii. 
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None that ſeeketh after Gor ; None that doth good, mo not one *: 
All Fleſh had corrupted his Way +: Every Imagination of their 
Heart is only Evil, and that continually t. Every Man is brutiſb, 
and r filthy: And this is their Root; Conceived in 


Sin ||; Go aſtray from the Vimb A, &c. It alſo grews up with 
them; and the longer it lives the worſe it is, and the more im- 
pregnable ** ; It is not ſubject to the Law of Gon, neither indeed 
can be . And though at Times, they look another Way, 
like Bullets of Stone or Lead, which, acted by a foreign 
Power, are mounted into the Air, their upward Motion quickly 
ceaſeth, becauſe it was not Natural; they come again to their 
Center of their own accord, and there they live and die: As 
was verified in Saul, thab, Agrippa, and others. | 


Arg. 4. The New Creature cannot be the Product of Na- 
tural Power, becauſe every Thing is received, and improved, 
according to the Nature of that which receives it. Plants 
and cther Creatures, turn all their Nouriſhment into their 
own Species and Property. A Vine and a Thiſtle both planted 
in one Soil, have the fame Sun, Dew, Air, and other Influ- 
ences, common to both, yet each one converts the whole of 
that it receives into its own Subſtance and Kind. You may 
plant and prune, and dig and dung anevil Tree, beſtow what 
Coft and Pains you will upon it, it does all but enable the 
more Pregnant Production of evil Fruit; Juſt ſo doth the 
Natural Man, cven turn the Grace of Gop into Laſciviouſ- 
- tt: As to the Pure all Things are pure; fo to the Impure all 

hings are defiled FF. David by his Affictians learned to kee 
God's Laws |||; but Ahaz treſpaſſed yet more CU. Good. Foſt- 
9% Heart melts at reading the Law, he humbles himſelf, and 
falls to refarmiug *+; but wicked Jehojaktim, he cuts the Roll in 


pieces, and burns it *{: Thus Sin, i. e. Corrupt Nature, 


works Death by that which is good *F. | 


Secondly, That the New Creature is not wrought by the Con- 


currence of Divine and Natural Power together, the following 
Arguments ſhew, 


Arg. 


Rom. iii. 9—1 8. + Gen. vi. 12. f Ch. viii. 21, 0 Jer. 
x. 14. || Pfalm li. 3. 1 Pſalm lviii. 3. “ Jer. xiii. 23. 
++ Rom. Wii. 7. tt Jude ver. 4. 6 Tit. i. 13. || m 
*+ Ch. xxxiv. 27, 31. 


cxix. 67. 12 Chron. xxviii. 22. 
*t Jer xxxv!. 23. % Rom, vii. 8, 10. 
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Arg. 1. The HolrY Grosr needs no Aſſiſtance in his 
Work: Who and where is He that ſtood up for his Help, 
when He moved on the Haters, and brought forth this World 
into Form *? When He weighed the ains in Scales, and 
the Hills in a Ballance 4 ? He that made all Fhings of Nothin 
cannot be ſuppoſed to Need the Aid of any. As Man h 
nothing to do in the Conception of CHRIST's Human Na- 
ture, but the Power of the Moft High was alone in that Work; 
ſo alſo it is in forming CuRIsT within us. Why ſhould He 
call in the Aid of another, unleſs deficient of Himfelf? And 


He muſt be greatly put to it, that takes in the Help of an 
Enemy. 


Arg. 2. If the Holy GrosT had need of Help, the Fleſh 
affords not the leaſt, nor can. For, 1. The Natural Man 
is without Strength tr. The beſt natur'd Man in the World 
(until Regenerate) is but Fleþ; and all Flaſb is Graſs, and the 
Glory of it as the Flower of Graſs \, which fades in a Moment; 
*tis an Arm that has no Strength || ; makes a ſhew, but can do 
nothing. And it is not weak only in itſelf, but it renders 
weak and impotent whatever relies upon it, or may be uſed by 
it, for any Spiritual End: A Straw in the Hand of a Giant 
will make no deeper Impreſſion than if in the Hand of aStrip- 
ling: The Law itſelf, which was ordained to Life, is made weak 
through the Fleſb J. 2. The Fleſh is on oppoſite Principle, at 
perfect Enmity againſt the Holy Seed; as you fee before: It 
anſwers, as Pharaoh, Who is the — that I ſhall obey Him ** ? 
Its whole Buſineſs is to cruſh the Workings of the Spikrr; 
and the Conflict ceaſeth not, but in the total overthrow of the 
one Party. The Fl and the Sptrr always have been, are, 
and will be Two; yea, even where the Enmity hath loſt its 
Dominion, it will maintain a Confli# to the laſt: And if the 
one ne againſt the other after the New Creature is formed, 
it will doubtleſs ou the firſt Formation of it. 3. If we 
ſhould ſuppoſe the Fleſh able, in any reſpect, to give Aſſiſt- 
ance in this Work; the Holy GrosT would none of it: 
What Concord hath ChRISH with Belial +4? Such Mixtures 
are an Abomination to Him: He would not permit his People 
to yoke an Ox and an Aſs together in Ploughing tit; Nor ta ſow 


* Gen. i. 2. Job xxxviii. 4. + Ia. xt 12, 14. f Rom. v. 
6. F x Pet. i. 24. || Job xxvi. 2, 1 Rom, vii. 10, with ch. 
viti. 3. ** Exod. v. 2. 1 2 Cor vi. 13. TJ} Deut. xxii. 10. 
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their Land with divers Seeds * : And if in building an Altar 
their Tools were lift up upon it, the Lord reckons it defi- 
led +. Suppoſe a Poſſibility of Conjunction: What would 
be the Iflue of it? IM ben the Sons of GOD went in to the Dawgh- 
ters of Men, Giants were born ta them f. If Creatures of fe- 
veral Kinds ſhould couple r, what can be produc'd but 
a Monſter in Nature ? Such in Spirituals are Hypo- 
crites and temporary Believers: In whom there is ſ ing 
begetten on their Wills, by the common Strivings an Enlight- 
nings of the SPIRIT, which attains to a kind of Formality, 
but proves, in the End, a Lump of dead Fleſh: It never 
comes to be a new Creature; as you ſee in Herod and Agrippa. 
An Owl's Egg, tho' hatch'd by a Dove or Eagle, will prove 
but a Night-Bird : The Seed of the Bond-Woman will be 
carnal, tho” Abraham himſelf be the Father of it. 

To illuſtrate this a little farther, I would briefly recount 
what moſt probably ſhould Influence the Hearts of Men, and 
lead them to Repentance; with their common, if not conſtant 
Effect, when left to their Free-will Improvements, I reduce 
them to five: A proſperous Condition; Afflictions; the Word 
of God; the Strivings of the SeirIT; and Miracles, 

1. Proſperity; This, we find, hath not done it. How 
many have been the worſe, and how few, if any, the better 
for it? Even Jeſburun waxed fat, and kicked 5. In the time 
of the Judges, whenever they had reſpite from trouble, they 
preſently fell to Idolatry: When Uzziah was ſtrong, his Heart 
was lifted up to his Deſtruftion I. Same there be that are nat in 
Trouble like ather Men; their Eyes fland out with Fatneſs ; they 
have more than Heart can wi Le. But are they better d 
it? No; Pride compaſſeth them about lite a Chain, and they 
| their Mouths againſt the Heavens ©: So true is that Maxim, Let 
Fawour be ſhewed to the Wicked yet will he nat learn Righteouſne; : 
In the Land of 2 will he deal unjuſtly 8. 

2. Affictions and Judgments will not do it. It appears by 
Aus, that that People were loaded with variety of Judgments, 
yet they turned not to Him that fmate them t; The more they were 
Atricten, the more they revalted tt. The Lord was wroth with 
Ephraim, and fmate him; He hid his Face from him, and was 


wroth : 


© Veg + Exod. xx. 25. f Gen. vi. & +{ Deut: xxxii. 
15. hron, xxvi. 16. 1 Pſalm lxxiji. 2,9, “ Iſa, xvi, 
10. Amos iv. 6, 12. jy IA. i. 85. 
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wroth (Which, if any thing ſhould have moved him: ) But 
what cares Ephraim? He went on frowardly in the way of bis 
Hart. The Jews continue to this Day in their Unbelief, 
thro” Wrath be come upon them to the uttermo/t. The Antichriſ- 
tian World, when Vials of Wrath were poured forth wpon 
them, They blaſphemed Gon and 2 not + : Thus, bray 4 
Fail in a Meri, yet wall not his Foolifhneſs depart from him , 
Tis natural to him, and therefore inſeparable. | 

3. The Word of Gop and his Ordinances : Neither is it in 
theſe to tury the Heart back again. Of this, the People of 
Iſrael are a pregnant Example; To them were committed the Ora- 
cles of Go S; No Nation had Go fo nigh them as they ||; 
and yet the moſt ſtubborn, ſtiff-necked People that ever the 
Earth bore. The Loxkp ſends them his Prophets, ri early 
and ſending J; and fee how they are uſed! Firſt, 2 
his Meſſengers, and ſend them away empty **: Then they fall to 
beating and impriſoning of them ++; yea, they proceed farther, 
for this Enmity knows no Bounds, ſome they ſtoned, others 
they flew with the Sword . When was there one that eſcaped 
them? At laſt he ſends them his Sox ; ſurely, they'll reverence 
Him: No, This is the Heir; come, let us kill Him SF: And thus 
they went on till there was no Remedy Ul: 

4. The World of Ungodly in Noah's time: After Warn- 
ing of the Flood, they had the SpirIT of Gop 8 * with 
them ſixſcore Years together UE: And yet, not a in the 
whole Univerſe prevailed, upon. The People in the Wilder- 
neſs, how many Ways did the Lord ſtrive with them, by 
mighty Deliverances, terrible Appearances, merciful Provi- 
dences, dreadful Judgments ; and this, Forty Years together 
And yet, ſtill they went on Rebelling again/i Him, and vexing 
his HoLy SpirIT /. 

5. Miracles will not do it. What a Multitude of Theſe, 
mingled with Judgments, were ſhewn upon Pharaoh! All 
which did but fi harden him *f. The People of the 


Wilderneſs : Take but that one Inſtance of Torah and his 


Company; 


* Ifa. lvii. 17, + Rev. xvi. 9, 11. Hoſ. vii. 9, 10. 1 Prov. 
xXVvii. 22. { Rom. iii. 2, Deut. iv. 7. 1 2 Chron. xxxvi. 
15,16, % fer. xxv. 3, 4. 1 Jer. xxxvii. 13. {7} Luke xx, 
10 to 18. 8 Mat. xi. 38. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. TT Gen. 
vi. 3. 1 . bxiii, 10. % Exod. vii. 14, 22, Ch. viii. 19. 
Ch, ix. 7, &c. 4 
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Company; The Earth clave aſunder, and ſwallowed up the chief 
of the 1 with all that they had; They went alive into 
the Pit *: Two hundred and fifty more were conſumed b 
Fire from Heaven 4 : Which one would think ſhould ca 
them to fear the Lok, and do no more preſumptuouſly : and 
yet, the next thing we hear of them, on the very Morrow, 
they are at it again; and that not a Party of them, but the 
whole Congregation t: All which conſidered and laid together, 
it follows, with much Evidence, 

Thirdly, That the New Creature is the Product of Divine 
* alone. A Point of great Concernment, if duly con- 

dered. 

The Evangeliſt Jahn is clear on our fide, touching this 
Original and Pedigyre of it; both whence it is not, and whence 
it id It is born not of Blood; i. e. It belongs not to, nor is 
brought forth in, any as they are Men made of Fleſh and 
Blood; nor as they are Abraham's Seed according to the Fleſh &: 
Nor is it born of the Will of the Fleſh; the carnal and ſenſual 
Affections have nothing to do in the ſpiritual Birth: Nor f 
the Will of Man; the rational Faculties, by which Men are 
ſet above the Rank of other Creatures, even Theſe contribute 
nothing to our Divine -_ But it is of Gon]; i. e. it is 
his Work alone; and the Natural Man has nothing to do in 
it: He is as perſecilj Unactive in it, as the dry Bones in cau- 
ſing themſelves to live ; or as Lazarus in reviving himſelf; 
of whom it is ſaid, He that was dead came forth bound Hand 
and Foot **: Which was ſuch a Demonſtration of Divine 
Power, that the Phariſees themſelves acknowledge, If they now 
let Him alone, all Men will believe in Him ++. And if it were 
not ſo, the Load alone ſhould not be exalted. And with 
this falls in that other beloved Deſciple James; Of his own 
ill begat He us tt ; i. e. By his own Divine Power He forms 
and brings forth the New Creation, without any 
from the Old, or Co-operation of it: They contribute no 
more to it, than thoſe who ſleep in the Duſt to their own Re- 
ſurrection. Peter, he alſo tells us, It is born incorruptible 
Seed 55 : And John, again, That I is born of the Se1RIT || ; 
which is, plainly, to be of the Offspring of Gop. 2. like 

enor 


JJ. ²˙ a ⁰ mg co TT þ» SS 7 e. 


* Numb, xvi. 32. 7 Ver. xxxv. f Ver. xli. Rom. is. 7. 
John i. 13. 1 Ezek. xxxvii. 5, 9, 14. ** John xi. 44. 
+> John xi. 48. tt James 1. 18. dQ 1 Pet, i. 23. I John ili. 8. 
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Tenor is that of the Prophet, thou heft wrought all our Works 
in us *; and that of Paul, We are his Nirinanſbip + ; as alſo 
that of the Pſalmiſt, It is He that hath made us and not we qur 
ſelves his Peaple t. We find it here, and in Fohn, expreſſed 
both Negatively and Pofitively; as purpoſely and for ever to 
exclude whatever is in Man, from bein much as t | 
Contributary to the Nw Cieation; and that the whole Work 
might be father'd upon God only: Which is, indeed, the na- 
tural Reſult of all thoſe Scriptures which ſpeak of it under 
the Notion of a Creature; which neceſſarily implies, That 
the Whole of it, both Matter ind Form, is from the Creator: 
For, in truth, a Creatures Foundation is Nothing, beſides 
the good Pleaſure of GoD. It may further be noted, That in 
Fames, the FATHER of Lights is ſaid to beget it; and in the 
Galatians, Feruſalem which is above to be the Mother of it; and 
in John, as before, that it is bern of the SyinrT. Now, if 
Father and Mather, Begetter and Bringer-forth, are both in 
Heaven, what ſhall the Man of Earth fgund his Pretenſions 
upon, as to the Parentage of the New tut? 

And further, it is worthy of Remark; 1. What ſort of 
Infiruments were moſtly ufed in this Work. Not the Learned, 
but [iterate Men: And of theſe, ſuch moſt eminently as had 
neither Elegancy of 1 — nor majeſtick Preſence $: And 
the End of this was, That it might appear, and Men might 
be convinced, That their Faith flood not in, was neither made 
nor maintained by, the Wiſdom of Men, but the Power of God |. 
2. The Natural w_ s of the Perſons commonly wrought 
upon to receive thoſe high-born Principles, not many of the 
Wiſe and Noble, but the Poor, Baſe and Fooliſh ; (i. e. in com- 
pariſon of others.) And wh - if Truly it was to make 
good the Truth that's here „ VIZ, no Fleſh might 
glory in his Preſence J. And yet likewiſe take Notice, That 
the Wiſe and Noble were not excluded ; witneſs the Wife of 
Herod's Steward, Toſeph, Nicademus, and Sergius Paulus, a 
prudent Man: Which further illuſtrates the Power of Gop, 
in that He did, by thoſe weak and contemptible Means, bri 
in alſo ſuch as Theſe. 3. The Scripture's fo emphatically - 
cribing this Work unto Gop : Which kind of Aſeription 
were very improper, if yy Holineſs were things ſo com- 

mon, 


* Iſa. xxvi. 12. + Eph.ii. 10. f Plal.c. g. 5 2 Cor. x. 10. 
{ x Cor. ii. g, 4, 8 1 Ch. i. 26, 37, 29. 
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„and eaſily attain'd, and the Natural Man fo ble and 
Virtuous an En due in as Work as moſt Men imagine. Paul 
ſtiles it, The The Faith of of Gop s: ſjaiah makes it 
dependent on the . of the Lon p revealed +; i, e. made 
hare, and put forth to the utmoſt. Our Saviour, He attri- 
ates it to God the FATHER, as Lonn of Heaven and Earth f. 
Paul again, To the Exceeding Sade 4 his mighty Pu- 
er, even the ſame by which He raiſed IESsus CHRIST from the 
Dead &: Loon Shes, when. the. Sins of all his Þ — upon 
Him; and all the Malice, Strength, and Subtilty of the Pow- 
ers of Darkneſs, were up in Arms againſt it: Which was, 
indeed, the higheſt Indication of Divine Power that ever Was 
_ forth, or be, 4 71 


The next thing to be ſhewu is, 7#/ho bleed One 
X Es ag ern, wh ns ad 


| The Anſwer is, They all do belong te Elect Perſons, and that 
of their Election. Elect and Belever are converti- 

ble erms : Every Believer is an Elec Perſon, and Ela 
Perſon is a Believer, or ſhall be in his Time. This Right, 
indeed, is nextly founded upon Redemption z but being Origi- 
ally from Ele ion, 1 hall ſpeak here only to That, To put 
E in the Place of — and Cauſes of Effects, is a 
great Abſurdity in Natural Things; and yet bow prone are 
we to it in Matters of Divine 8 which chiefly 


comes from the Pride of our Spirits, who fain would be Seme- 


body in procuring our own Happineſs; and do therefore aſcride 
it to any Cauſe, rather than That which is to it. This 
is a Great Evil; and the more perilous catching, becauſe 
eſpouſed by ſome of no common Profeſſion, and that with 
great Pretences of Reaſon for it. To refute which, your moſt 


rational Courſe will be to ſearch and conſult the — 2 
whoſe — —— right Reaſon do always ſort 


And if by this Aſcent you follow Salvation, and all the — 


ducements thereto, up to theix Head, you ſhall find them all 
to be entirely and abſolutely of Gop, and contained in the 
fame Decree; and conſequently, T bat Faith and Holineſs are 
the Effects and certain Conſequents of Election. * 


* Col. it. 12. + Ifa. Ih. 42. + Mat. xi. 25. 6 Cok ib. 22. 
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the Adoption of | Sons *, and to be — to the 
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The genuine Impo of 92 is broad and 
comprehenſive, extending to all manner of Requiſites which 


any way conduce to the perfect 4 of the 
itſelf: 1 Salvation, w —— 


Man's Preſervation ; as Water, mark” x S, = yo wer 
Oc. Ila. xavi. 1. Sakuation will appaint Walls and Bulwarks ; 
i. e. The Promiſe of * implies and carries in it all 
things r Safety: So, Spiritual Salvation — 
rtains to Bleſſedneſs and Glory; as Redemption * 
Faith, Holineſs, and out to the End; Any of which 
being abſent, would invalidate all the reſt; as one Round of 
2 Ladder pluck'd ,out, hinders your aſcent to the Top. If 
one give me a piece of Land that is round incloſed, the Law 
gives me a Way to it, though no expreſs mentian thereof in 
my Deed, ſo as to take the a 2 his Gift would otherwiſe 
little avail me. Salvation is That the EL# are endowed with; 
Faith and Holineſs the neceſſary Way to their actual Poſſeſ- 
ſion: And therefore, Thefe wands = ordained unto, and 
are, as well as to Bel pr. If: For, being Predeflinate-to 
ge 
CHRIST +, which is. not perfectly accompliſh'd till his «4 
pearing in Glory , they muſt be redeflinite alſo ta all thoſe 
intermediate Diſpenſations and Graces, which are requiſite 
thereto, For, Rightto the End, gi ives Right to the Means: 
They are — 8 ſaid to be Chiſen to Salvation through Sanc- 
tification of the Spirit, and Belief of the Truth F. In of 
Intention, Gop wills the End firſt, and then the Means; In 
Order of Execution, the Means firſt, as directive to that 
End r: The End is the Cauſe of the Means J, and Elactian 
the Cauſe of them bath *. 
The Promiſe of Canaan to Abraham's Seed, did Virtually 
contain whatever muſt come between the making of the Pro- 
miſe, and the final e of it: As, 1. To multiply 


his Seed into a Nation. keep Eſau, Laban, and others, 


from h them. 1 Fox provide for them in Time of Fa. 
mine. 4. To preſerve and xe them in Zgypt, notwith- 
itanding the Egyptians Craft and Cruelty to ſuppreſs them. 5. 


To bring them forth with $, high Hand, in contempt of 


Pharaoh's Reſolvedneſs againſt it, and his Potency to withftand 
it. 6. To divide the he them, and provide them a 
| Table 

» 


Eph. i. 5. + Rom. viii. 2 * 1 John iii. 2. 5 2 Thel. 
11. 13. 1 Rom. Vill, 30. <4 Eph. 1. 4s 6 · 0 Ch. A 
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Table in the Wildernefs. 7. To cauſe their Enemies H to 
faint, and become as Water. 8. To fend the Hornet before 
them, and to fight for them, &c. (For otherwiſe the Lok pꝰs 
giving them Canaan, had been but as the Pope's giving England 
to the Spaniard, that is, if he could get it.) And laſtly, To 
pardon their manifold great and high Provecations by which 
they expoſed themſelves to Wrath and Extirpation daily. So 
is it in the Caſe of Election; it draws with it even All that is 
tendent to the Saints actual Inveſtiture with Glory. The 
Apoſtle therefore linketh Eternity pat, with Eternity to come ; 
he makes Election and Glerrfication the two extream Points of 
the Compaſs ; Calling and 2 ification which are Parts inter- 
mediate he founds upon the Lein Order to the Laſt; and 
2 you their Set- courſe, in . Viti. Jhom He did fore- 
ow, them alſo He did predeſtinate (to what?) to be conformed to 
the Image of his Sox; and whom Fe did predeſtinate, them alſ1 
He called * And what did He call them to? He called them 
to Holineſs, to Glory and Virtue ; and whom He called, them 
alſo He juſtified and glorified t. Theſe all do belong to the ſame 
erſons, and that by Virtue of the Decree; and no one of 
them did ever go alone, 


The like Succeſſion of Cauſes and Effects ye have in the 
16th of Ezekiel 5 The Lord finds them in their Blood, 
that is, in their Natural loſt Condition: He enters into Cove- 
nant with them, and makes them his own ; there's their Elec- 
tion: Then He JYaſhes them, and that throughly; there's 
their Fuſtification: And then Adorm them; there's their Sancti- 
fication, which always is conſummated in Glory, In the 17th 
of the Aan, ye have Paul preaching at Theſſalonica l. The 
fame Doctrine was propounded to all indefinitely ; and it muſt 
be ſo; for the Miniſter knows not the Elec from other Men: 
But the Hol v GrosT, who ſearcheth the deep Things of GoD, 
and hath the Management of this Work committed to Him, 
He knew the Elea by Name d, and accordingly took them; 
Gathered them one by one , (each one in his proper Time) 
end opened their Ears to Diſcipline ++ ; making them bat they 
were chy/en to be. And the ſame Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle to 
the Theſſalonians, where he celebrates the Effects of this Ser- 

mon 


Rom. viii. 75 + 2 Pet. i. g. 1 Rom. viii. go. Ezek. 
xvi, 6, to 12, Acts xvii. 1, to 4. 1 John x. 3, ** Ia, xxvii. 
12, +f Job xaxvi. 10. | 
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mon, brings in their Ele#tien as the Cauſe of their Converſion ; 
Knowing Brethren Beloved, your Election of GOD; For cur 
Goſpel came nat to you in Mord only, as it did to others, but in 
Power * : 80 in the Afts, As many as were ordained to Eternal 
Life, belicued +: And the LoRD added to the Church daiiy (whom 
did He add, ſuch as fbould be ſaved t. Effefnal Calling is a ſure 
Demonſtration of Election, and the Effect by which it can 
be known. | 


That precious Faith through which we are ſaved, is ob- 
tained through the Righteouſneſs of GoD, and our SAVIOUR JE- 
sus CHRIST * (I.) It is given through the Righteouſneſs 
of Gop the FATHER; and fo it either reſpects hu Ordain- 
ing us to eternal Life; in which A& He did implicitely en- 

Himſelf to give us Faith, which may therefore be called, 

The Faith of Gop's Ela |: Or elſe, it reſpects his Promiſe 
made to CHRIST, That ſetting his Soul an Offering for Sin, He 
ſhould ſee his Seed QC: Or it may be intended of both. 2. The 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIST is concerned in it Two Ways: 1. 
As the meriting or procuring Cauſe thereof; and fo this Faith 
belongs of Right to every one He died for **, Or, 2. As 
He is that faithful Servant, who gives to every one according 
as He hath received of the FATHER for them ++: In all which 
Reſpects, it evidently flows from Election. To confirm 
which, Peter ſays expreſly, in his former Epiſtle, 'T bat they 
were Elected unto Obedience, and ſprinklin Lf the Blood of Je8Us 
CHRIST 45 So, The Myſtery of his 2 is made known, ac- 
cording ta his Pleaſure which He had purpoſed in Himjz!f IS. 
The Jak te bas we have in the Coe ; The — 
2 the Goſpel is to them that periſh Fooliſhneſs ; but to us 0 are 
aved it 15 the Power of God ||: And in Timothy, II he hath 

ſaved us, and called us with an Hlaly Calling CC: In beth Places, 
Saving is put before Calling, and then it muſt be before er. 
And how Men are } wag, oF wa they Believe, unleſs by Elec 
tion, (or Redemption, which is commenſurate with Ele#:on ) 
doth not appear to us. To this Purpoſe 'tis further obſerva- 
ble, that in Rom. viii. The Apoſtle ſets Predeftination before 
Calling t; as in "Timothy and the Corinths, he doth Saving : 
N 3 And 


® x Theſ. i. 4, 5. 7 Ads xiii. 48. 1 Ch. ii. 47. F $ Pet. i. 
1. || Tit. i. 1. 1 Iſa. liii. 10. ** Phil. i. 29. ++ Eph. iv. 7, 
8. 2% Pet. i. 2. 5 Eph. i. 9. ff 1 Cor. i. 18. 1 2 Tun 
7. 9. ; 


+ Rom. viii. 30. 
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And in Rom. ix. he puts Calling in a Tenſe ſubſequent to 

Election or Preparing unto Glory * . The Apoſtle Jude, his 

> mp alſo rm with it z He directs his Epiſtſe 3 them 

are fant 0D the FATHER, and preſerved in FEsUs 

CurrisT, — +: Where, by Senftifed 1 teak Elected, 

ſeparated or ſet- apart In this Senſe the Word is uſed elſe- 

where, where it will not admit of any other, Exod. iii. 1 
I am the Loxn that deth ſanttify you: And more plainly in 
Numb. viii. 17. All the Firſt-born of the Children of 1 are 
mine: On the Day that I fmate every Fir- born in the Land of 
Egypt, 1 Sanctified them for my ſelf: Here no other Thing but 
Chuſing, Selecting, or Setting-apart, can be intended: And I 
% no Reaſon why it ſhould not be fo underſtood in that of 

ude. 

And it is termed an Holy Calling, not only as it calleth us 
to Holineſs; but as it is Sacred, Peculiar, Set-apart and Appro- 
priated to an Holy People, viz. Fhoſe whom the Lorp ſet 
apart for Himſelf: Whoſe Eternal Sanctifying them in his 
Decree, was the original Cauſe of their being San ified Actually; 
He loved them with an Everlaſting Love, and therefore with lau- 
ing Kindneſs doth- He draw them . And this their Actual 
Sanctification is ſo indubitable a Conſequent of the Decretiue, 
and fo Appropriate to the ſame Perſons, that the fame Word is 
uſed for both; as it Qyalſo for Redemption; For their Sakes, ſays 
CHRIST, I ſanftify my ſelf J. A lightſome Inftance of this, 
we have in Eldad and Medad, who tho* they came not up to 
the Tabernacle with their Brethren, yet, being of them that 
were Mritten, the SPIRIT came u F and they Prophefied in 
the Camp ; Elefion finds out Men when they think not of 
it. So the Lord firſt determines Jeremy to his Office; then 
puts forth his Hand and fits him for his Work &, Even 
CrrisT Himſelf was firſt appointed to his Mediatory Office ; 
and then the SprRIT came upon Him, becauſe ſo appointed “*. 

Auer. In the 1ſt Jabn xvi. it is ſaid, That to them which 

recerved him, He. gave Power to become the Sons 4 Gop; which 

p. 


icems to put their believing before their Son 

Sol. Aibeit that Faith goes before the Manifeſtation of our 
Sonſhip, yet not before our Sonſbip 1tſelf; The Adoption of Sons 
| is That we were Predeflinated to, before the Foundation of the 


orlg. 


* Ch. ix. 23, 24. + Jude ver. 1. f Jer. xxxi. 3. 6 John 
xvii. 19, | Numb, xi. 20. 1 Jer. i. 9. ** Ia. Ixi. 1. 
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brd *. That therefore in Jabn, muſt be underſtood with 
that of Miſis, when he pleads with Gon fot his. Preſence with 
his People; So. ſhall we be ſeparated from all the People that are 
on the Face of the Earth +: that this Separation was now 
to be made ; it was done before t: But his Meaning is, Tha 
by the Loxp's going with them, this their Separation ſhou 
be Menifeffed. The ſame Senſe of the Word ye have in Matt. 
v. Love your Enemies; Bleſs them that Curſe you ; that ye may be, 
that is, that ye may appear to be, ths Children of your F a- 
THER which is in Heaven & > In like Manner we become the 
Sons of Gop by Faith, » lii. 26. 

The Budding of Aaroz's Rod, was not the Cauſe of Gar's 
chuſing him to the Prieſthood |; Nor the falling of the Lot 
u Jul, and afterwards upon Matthias, the Reaſon why 
Gon deſigned them, the one to the Kingdom, and the other 
to the Apoſtleſhip; they were both appointed before, and thoſe 
Event; were but the Effects of their fore-appointment, and Evi- 
dences of it J. So the giving of the SP3RIT is that which 
follows Election; Becauſe Sons, Gop hath ſent forth the SpIRIr 
of his Son into your Hearts . Although the Manife/tation 
of our Adoption, and our actual Enjoyment of its Privileges, 
are in Time; yet, the Thing itſelf we were Predeſtinated to 
from Everlaſting ++. Purſuant to this, our SAviouR mani- 
feſts the FaTHER's Name to the Men He had given Him out 
of the Warld; and theſe receive it 1. The Sheep bear his Voice, 
and. follow Him FF: * Of others He faith expreſly, 77 believe 
not, becauſe ye are not of my Sheep II: He that is of Gop 
heareth God's Werd: ye therefore bear them nat, becauſe ye are 
nat of Gor J. The ſame on He gives for his different 
Miniſtration towards his own, and others: To the ane it was 
given to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Gop; to the other 

1 was not given*+: And therefore having ended his Parables, 
He Jiſmifls the Multitude, as having no more for them; but 
to his Diſciples He expounded every Thing in private f: And 
ye ſee He puts it upon Ele&ton, as that which had inveſted 
them with this Prerogative os the reſt, To you it is gion ; 

| 4  *. 


* Eph. i. 4, 5. + Exod. xxxiii. 16. f Lev. xx. 24. Deut. 
vii. 6, Matt. v. 44, 45- || Numb. xvii. 5,8. 1 1 Sam. ix. 16. 
with ch. x. 21. Acts i. 24, 26, ** Gal. iv. 6. ++ Eph. * 5, 
4, 14. ie Jobn xvii. 6, 8. 66 ch. x. £7. ||| Ver, 16. Lech. 
viii. 47. *+ Mat; Wir in. f Mark iv. 34. 
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i. e. It belonged to them by Gop's Donation and Appoint- 
ment : They are e Saints by Election, v then Saints by 
Calling *, AW 4 | 

When CHR1sT appeared to Paul going to — . 
that were with him were all in a Maze; a Voice they q 
but knew not what it ſpake? Why fo, ſince they were as 
likely to yield as he? It was not indeed intended for them ; 
and therefore their Ears were not bored, nor the Speech di- 
rected to them but to Paul, and to Paul by Name: But why 
to Paul above the Ref, ſince he was the Ring-leader and chief 
Perſecutor in the Company? Paul was a Choſen Veſſel; and 
this, in brief, was the Reaſon af it, as you have it recorded 
in As xxii. 14. The GoD of our Fatheys hath Choſen thee, 

, that thou ſbouldeft know his Mill. The Jews had many Means 
of knowing the Mffiah, and Inducements to Believe in Him, 
which the Gentiles had not; and yet theſe Embrace the Goſ- 
pels while the Jews reject it, Thoſe who ſought ate Righte- 
oi, fell ſhort of it; when thoſe who ſought it not, attained 
it +. For the Bottom Reaſon of which different Diſpenſa- 
tion, we are referred to Election; The Election hath gbtamed, 
and the Ref were Blindid 7. | | , 

How yarioufly arg ſeveral Men affected in hearing the ſame 
Word? The Sheep and the Ref have both the ſame qutward 
Means; One neglects it; attends not at all, or ds not 
what he hears: A ſecond quarrels at it; as the Few often 
did: A third is perſuaded almaſt; as Agrippa was, and thoſe 
that would hear Paul again of that Matter: A fourth is pricked 
in the Heart, and perſuaded altogether. Tis a Stumbling-block 
ro ſome, Foolifaneſs to others, and ta ſome tis the Power of 
Gon: And theſe ſome are ſuch as were Elicted; of theſe to 
whom the Promiſe was made 5 and are therefore termed, The 
Calling according to his Purpoſe\|; and according to his own Pur- 
poſe and Grace, which was given them in CHRIST before the World 
began © : They are firſt Choſen, and then Cauſed to approach 
unto Gop *. for 2 | 

There is almoſt no End of Scriptures to this Purpoſe; I 
ſhall inſtance one more, and ſa cloſe up this Particular. All 
the Bleffings which the Saints are bleſſed with in Time, are all 


beſtowed according to Gon's Necreg of Election before Time 
* 7 b | as 


—_ *. 


Rom. i. 7. + Rom. ix. 30, 31. 1 Ch. xi. 7. As ii. 39. 
|| Rom, viii, 28. 1 2 Tim. i; 9. . Plam Iv. . 
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as is manifeſt from Eplp i. ver. 3, 4, 5, Where I obſerve, 
1. That Election goes before the actual Donation of Spiritual 
Bleffings : For theſe Safer 55 in Time, that was before Time; 


and that which comes after cannot be the Cauſe of that which 
went before it: One E be the Cauſe of another; but 
not the Cauſe of that which cauſed itſelf. 2. That the actual 
Donation of Spiritual Bleflings is according to Election; i. e. 
Election is the Rule by which the Diſpenſation is guided: It is 
Adequate with Election, and Anſwerable thereto, even as the 
Impreffion is to the Printing Types, or as the Faſhion of Da- 
vid s Body to the Platform thereof in Gop's Book, and the 
Tabernacle to the Pattern ſhewn in the Mount according to 
which all Things were made, as well in reſpe& of Number, 
Weight and Meaſure, as Form and Figure. Spiritual Bleſ- 
ſings are not given to one more or. fewer, or in other Manner, 
but juſt as Election had laid it forth: Which alſo is further 
ped cok by Rev. xxi. 27. Where we find, That none ace 
admitted into the Holy City, but ſuch whofe Names were writ-- 
ten in the Book of Life; and whoſoever was not found written in 
that Baal, was caſt into the Lake of Fire : Which ſhews, that 
at the latter Day, it will be taken for granted, that as many as 
were ordained to eternal Life, believed; and that all and every 
one without the Lift of Election, died in Unbelief; that the 
Election obtained +, and the Reſt were blinded 1: Therefore 
Faith and Holineſs are not the Cauſe, but the certain Effects 


and Conſequents of Election. A 


Now, if any ſhould aſk by the Way wherein the ſpecial 
Love of Gop to Ele Perſons diſcovers itſelf before their Con- 
verſion? I cannot affign any plain or open Diſcoveries of it, 
by which the Ele may be known from other Men, fince all 
outward Things fall alike to All: The Heir while a Child, dif- 
fers nothing from a Servant, alths' he be Lord of all\, by Election. 
And yet there are divers gracious Operations of that Love to- 
wards them, even in common Providences, albeit they are 
not perceived till afterwards: As |; 


1. In keeping alive the Root or Stem they were to grow 
from, This, perhaps, was not the leaſt Cauſe of adding Fit- 
teen Years to Hezekiah's Life; viz. for Jeſah's Sake, who was 
to come of his Lineage; Manaſſeb, who was to be his Grand- 
father, not being yet born: So, thoſe Days of Tribulation 


were 


Rev. xx, 15, + AQs xiii, 48, f Rom. xi. 7, (Gal. iv. 1. 
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were ſhortned, and many of the Jus, by ſpecial Providence, 
kept alive, for the E's Sake that ſhould be of their Proge- 
ny, perhaps two thouſand Years after. 

2. In preſerving the Elz# themfelves from many a'Death 
they were obnoxious to before their Converſion, as He alfo 
did Manaſſeh: And this was the Cauſe, when Satan had them 
in his Net, and had dragg'd them to the Brink of Hell, that 
the Loxp ſent from Heaven, and ſaved them; Deliver bim; 
I have found a Ranſom +; g. d. He is mine, and J have de- 
ſigned him to another End. 

3. In keeping them from the Unpardonable Sin: Thus 
Paul being a Choſen Veſſel, was kept without that Know- 
ledge of CHRIST which ſome of the Phariſces had; for other- 
wife his perſecuting the Church of Gop had been uncapable 
of Pardon, as appears from 1 Tim. 1. 13. 1 obtained Mercy, 
becauſe I did it ignarantly. 

4. In cafting the Lot of their Habitation where He bath 
planted, or will plant, the Means of Grace; or bringing 
them, Providentially, where ſome EfteEtual Word ſhall be 
ſpoken to them: The one is verified in thoſe who dwelt at 
Corinth, where Paul muff preach and not hold his Peace; 
For, ſays the Lorp, I have much People in this City f : The 
other, in thoſe who were come to 7 at the Feaſt of 
Pentecoſt, from all Parts of the World; which gave them the 
Opportunity of coming together, and of hearing Peter's Ser- 
mon, by Means whereof Thouſands were converted F. It 
is farther exemplified by the Story of the Eunuch ; as alſo in 
that of Zaccheus, whoſe Intent reached no higher than to ſee 
what Manner of Perſon ChRIisr was, being to much talked 
of abroad; and being low of Stature, he climbs into a Tree, 
and there Salvation meets both him and his Houſe. 


IV. Our laft Enquiry is, Of the Way and Manner of God's 
Diſpenſing Spiritual Bleſſmgs: And that is, Effectually, 
and Freely. 


Firſt, Efectually. The Soul is not turned to Gop by a 
Twine-thread; nor doth the Loxp content Himſelf with 
It ifhing and Naulding that it might be fo, after the Manner 

of 


* Pſa'm lvii. 3. + Job xxxili. 24. f Akts xviii. 9, 10. 
4 Ch. ii. 3. | Ch, viii. 27. 4 ? 
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of Men, whoeither 
or have not wherewith 


4 ſomewhat Indi thout the Thick 
* 

1. 1 Nor ly by 

and ſtriving, by moral Suaſions, In- 

little 

which 

of a 


meer 
- propounding, moving 

ſtructions, Threatnings, and the like; (which are of 
avail with a dark U ding, and fixed Enmity, 
every Natural Man is ated by: But by the putting 
Pawer Invincible: A Power that will not be faid Nay; but 
what it Wills, Oo what it undertakes, it , 

rough with. To do a Thing EFefually, is to do it 

Thoroughly, — 1 80 to 1 and apply the Mn 
the End deſigned is furely brought to paſs; and this notwith- 
ſtanding all the Weakneſs, Averſeneſs, and Repugnancy of 
the carnal Mind againſt it. 

I might produce Inſtances not a few, touching God's E- 
feftual Working to bring about Things of Air Moment. How 
unwilling was Moſes to be his Meſſenger to Phara6b! 80 
oppoſite to it, that when he had no farther Plea nor Excuſe 
to make, he carries it perverſly towards the Lox D; Send by the 
Hand of him whom thou ſhouldſi ſend, (ſays he “:) But Gon 
having deſigned him for the Work, leaves him not until be 
had wan him to it 4 So Pharaoh reſolved he would net let the 
People gs: But, I will fretch out my Hand (ſays GoD) and he 

let you go. Much more will He make his Arm bare for 
the Salvation of his Choſen, whom He loved from Everlaſting - 
And it muſt be fo done. 

Arg. I. Becauſe otherwiſe, the Ek# ſhould be in no better 
Condition than other Men; for untit Converſion, Satan hath 
as faſt hold of them as of the reſt. Adam's Fall was the Devil's 
Maſter- piece: To bring Men into his own Condemnation, 
is the Trophy he glories in; and being a Prince both g 
' ſubtil and imperious, you may not think he will be Baffled or 
Complimented out of his Hold: \ — Menaces, and Force 
of Arguments, are of no Weight with him; he laughs at 

our ſtrong reaſons, and counts them but rotten Wood; Jesvus - 
Hh and his SPIRIT I know ; but what are theſe? No, 
this kind goes not forth by Conſent; Nothing will move him, 
but that Pawer which Heaven and Earth do bow under: He 
that made him, and He only, can cauſe his Sword to ap 
unto him, and take the Prey from this terrible One. And for 
this it was, that our SAVIOUR tells the Apoſtles, * = 
| 8 


* Exod. iv. 13. + Verſe 28. f Acts xix. 15. 
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ſen ls them to turn Men from Satan unto GoD, That all Power 
in Heaven and Earth was committed to Him“; and that in this 
Power He will be with them to the End of the World e Which 
was indeed but needful ; for they had ſurely gone on a fleeve- 
leſs Errand, a weak and fruitleſs Deſign, if CuRisr Himſelf 
i/ us impower'd had not gone with them. And for the Elact 
"themſelves, they are, of themſelves, no better diſpos'd to this 
Work than thoſe that never ſhall be wrought upon: They are 
Enemies in their Minds, er N dead in din, and Children © 
Wrath, even as others: And this they are Nature: Their 
State, therefore, could not be changed, if a Pawer Invincible, 
and Inzincihly Rejolved in what it undertakes, were not enga- 
ved in it. Ephraim, tho' an Elea Veſſel, yet while in Nature, 
was of fo bad a Nature, that all moral Endeavoyrs were loſt 
upon him. Let Meſſengers be ſent to him early and late, he 
pulls away the Shoulder: The Lorp was wroth with him, 
fmote him, hid his Face from him, heftill went on frowardly : 
Shew him his Sickneſs, fo that he cannot but ſee it; and 
ſends to King Fareb, takes any Courſe rather than turn to 
Him that ſraote Him f, Take off the Yoke from his Jaw, 
g've him the Scope of his Will, and the firſt thing he takes to 
mall be the forbiaden Fruit: Lay Me.t to his Mouth, that 
which is Meat indeed, and he'll rather ſtarve than eat; Men 
læſt to their own Will, will rather go to Hell, than be behol- 
den to Free-Grace for Salvation. But, ſays Gop, I. Ephraim 
my dear Son ? Ore whom 1 bought with a Priee? It he a plea- 
fant Child d? Whom I HA "uu Everlaſting : And ſhall I þ 
loſe him? Shall it be ſaid, that I rais'd up a Creature whom 
I cannot Rule and bring to my Bene? Or, that I made. him 
for ſuch an End, as that any thing conducible thereto, may 
not be done for him? Shall Ah Will be forced rather than 
his? M:ne to deſtroy him, rather than his to be ſaved? No, 
I have not done all this to {ofſe him at laſt; nor have I ſuffered 
thoſe unworthy Repulſes, for want of Power to prevent them, 
but that Ephraim might fee what would become of him if left 
to the Conduct of his own Will; free indeed to nothing but his 
wn Ruin! and now I'll heal him: And the firſt Effect of 
this Healing, was Ephraim's applying himſelf to Gop ; Turn 
Thou me, and I ſhall be turned l. Thoſe Cords of Love by 
whi 


* Mat. xxviii. 18. + Mat. xxviii. 20. Lüke ix. 1. + Hol. 
v. 13. Jer. xxxi. 20. | Ch. xxx1. 18, * 
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which the LoxpD draws Men to Himſelf, are not Love and 
Kindneſs meerly propounded, with fruſtrable Motives to per- 
{wade Acceptance, but Divine Love ſhed abroad in the Heart * ; 
not written with Ind, a' thing of Human Compoſition, but 
by the SPIRIT and Peter of GoD. And hence it is that we 
find thoſe - Imperial terms I will and Ye ſhall ſo much in uſe 
about this Matter. Thus the LogD began with the Serpent, 
which was a leading Cale to all that follows; It fhatl bruiſe 
thine Head: In which compendious Word, the Deſtruction of 
Satan and Sin, is effectually provided for: And elſewhere He 
ſpeaks as much for quick'ning the Soul; A new Heart alſo will 
I give you, and I will put my SPIRIT within you, and cauſc 

to walk in my Statutes; Ye mall be my People, and I will be your 
God +; They ſhall return unto me with their whole Heart ; 
with many Others. The Lord ftilt utters Himſelf in Terms 
of Ommpetency, as putting forth an Almightineſs of Power; which, 
as it needs not; ſo it will not, yea it cannot with a Salus to His 
Honour, admit the leaſt dependence upon created Power, to 
make it ſucceſsful: His Word ſhall nat return unto Him void; 
it ſhall accompliſh that which He pleaſeth, and proſper m the Thing 
whereto He ſends it \ : Ke that was dead, comes forth at bis IVard, 
though bound Hand and Foot |. 

Arg. 2. Converſwn is a Creation work; which, though done 
by degrees, muſt be gone thorow with, and that by Him who 
laid the Foundation; or all the foregoing Parts, as Conviction, 
c. will moulder, and come to nothing. As when Adam was 
to be made, the Lox D firſt prepares the Earth, then moulds 
it in ſuch a Form, and then breathes into Him the Breath of 
Life: elſe that Lump had never been a /ving Soul. So in the 

ew Creation, the LORD works, and goes on to work, and 
lcaves it not, until He hath jet it gaing. He doth not only 
cauſe the Light to ſhine into Darkneſs, but gives, withal, a 
ſuitable underſtanding J, a Faculty Connatural with the Object; 
as without which the Darkneſs would never comprehend it 58. 
Ezekiel might have propheſied till Doom's-day, e er thoſe dry 
Bones would have liv'd, if the Lord Himſelf had not cau- 
ſed Breath to enter into 'them : And probably, He is called 
The FATHER of Lights tt, plural, to denote, that as mn the 

ight 


* Rom. v. 5: + Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 2 — 28. + ſer. xxiv. 7. 
Iſa. Iv. 11. John x 44. 1 1 John v. 20. “ John i. 5. 
James i. 17. 
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Light Camprabemding, or Capacitating our Comprehenſion, is 
from Gov, as that to be comprebended * : In bis Light we ſee 
Light +. | 
rg. 3. God's Eectual Working in this Matter, and the 
— of his ſo Working, may alſo be Argued from the 
Common Senſe of thoſe already wrought upon, and brought 
in; by whoſe Prayers and Confeſſions it is evident, That they 
ſtill needed a Powerful and Efeftual Influence to carry on the 
Work already begun : Turn Me, and I ſhall be turned 7 ;; 
Duicken ut, and we will call upon Thee ; Draw me, we will 
run after Thee ||; ow CC our ſelves to think 
any Thing, but our Sufficiency is of Gn Q; Ile, yet not I, but 
Curi1sT liveth in me **; Kc. Hence it readily follows, That 
if thoſe already turned, and made Partakers of the Divine Na- 
ture, whoſe Hearts are fixed in the good Ways of Gop, and 
who defire nothi —_— cannot yet 
themſelves Going, without a meal Efficacious Irflux 
27 from Above; Much leſs can the Natural Man, 
without the lil⸗ and Divine E » Effectually 
bend himfelf to a pliance with them: For, Ii is an Abo- 
mination 10 Foals to from Evil ++. 

Arg. 4. If the Lorp did not work Efe#wally, He ſhould 
loſe & Honour of his Work. If the of Grace ſhould 
depend on the Human Will; i. . If Grace ſhould be ren- 
dered Effoctual by ſome Motion or Act of the Will, which 
Grace is not the Author of. Then will Nature aſſume the 
Priority; Works will glory over Grace, and Free- ill will be 
ſaid to be better than Free-Grace: For, chat the Leſs is bleſſad of 
the Batter, is without Contradidtton tt And that That which 
ſanctiſies, is Greater than that which is ſanctified by it, is fo 
obvious, that CHRIST appeals it to the Reaſon of Fools and 
Blind If therefore you will grant, that Grace is better 
than Nature; follow it muſt, that the Will is Bleſſed and 
San&ified by Grace, viz. by its Powerful and Effectual Oper- 
ation upon it. And here, indeed, lies the Honour and E- 
cacy of Grace; Not in a Vincible Moving, Exciting, Perſuad- 
ing, or Threatning the Will to a Compliance: but in taking 

its natural Byaſs, and placing it, as it were, on the other 
Side; 


* Cor. iv. 6. + Pſa. xxxviz 9. f Jer. xxxi. 18. { Pſa, 
Ixxx. 18, || Cant. i. 4. 1 2 Cor. iii. 5. ** Gal. ii. 20, ++ Prov, 
x11}, 19. $f Heb, vii, 7. $5 Matt, xxiii. 19. 
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Side; working the Heart into a 4indly Agrecablensſs with the 
Divine Will, which before was ſo contrary to it: And thas 
the LorD doth, and thus He will do, whereſoever He will 


be Gracious ;, though never ſo much ſt the preſent Mind, 
and Natural Propenſion of the Subj And yet, there's no 
ſuch Thing as farcing the Will, as ye will lee afterwards, 
Arg. 5. The Doctrine of Efatiual Calling is further com- 
1 from the Office of CxRIST as x Redeemer; which was 
not 7204 40 to purchaſe, but to put us in acrHu¹¾ Poſſeſſion of the 
He purchaſed for us. Redemption, Fargrueneſs of 
hoot — liation, are Relatives; commenſurate and in- 
ſeparable *, It is not only a reconcilable State that Redemp- 
tion puts us into, but a State of actual Recancilement +; it 
abely/hes the. Enmity t, makes an End of Sin, and brings in Euur- 
lafting Righteouſneſs 5. On this Account our SAVIOUR bears 
that glorious Title, Thou /balt call his Name JesUs; for Hg 
Hall fave his People from their Sins ||; and For this Cauſe was 
the SOR of Gon manfaſted, that Fe might deſtroy the Works of 
the Devil J. Now, of thoſe Works, Blizdneſs of Mind is 
the Firyt-born, and F oſter- mother to all the reſt , tig that 
keeps the 1 42 as under Locks and Bars; and 
— muſt of Neceſſity be diſpelled; which can only be 
done by cauſing the true Light to thine actually; 2s he did 
the Lohr of this World in the firſt Creation, which the 
Scripture reſembles it to ++. Hence thoſe frequent mentions. 
of His leut Ts how abe Bhnd Ego tt; To Light to 
them that ppp >, - and to rig fri he Fir fon 
Priſon- Houſe || : which may not be valued as Things in De- 
ſign, yet liable to > 0 but to be as certainly per- 
formed as that CHRIST ſhould * In the cviith Pfaim it is 
ſpoken of as dome already; Ke brought them aut of Darkneſs and 
the Shadow of Death, and brake their Bands in ſunder t And 
that he ſpeaks it of redeemed Ones, appears by ver. 2. _ 
take them as in Darkneſs; and He is x 0 to give them Ligh 
to guide their Feet into 1 Way of *+, That — of 


the blind Man in Mart, is a - 4 Gow ſhadow of it; * 
pits 


9 Eph. i. 7. Ch. ii. 13, 16. Heb. ii. 17, + Rom. v. 
8, 9, 10. Cal. > 21, 22. f Eph. ii. 13. $ Dan. ix. 24. 
| Mat. i. 21. 92 iii. 8. ** 2 Cor. iv. 4. ++ Ver. 6. 
It Lis. on 7. * uke i. 79. {| Iſa. xlix. 9. TT Plal, cvii. 
14. 7 Luke i. 79. 


196 A Praflical Diſcourſe 


ſpits on his Eyes, and puts ren -Ei 
but darkly, Men as Trees walking ; but He puts his Hands on an 
him again, and diſmiſſes him not until He had made him fee . 
clenriy *. Then take them as Priſoners, and Priſoners in the w 
Pit +; and He that will deliver them, muſt not only open the V 
Grate, but diſarm their Guard, knock off their Shackles, H 
and bring them forth, as the 1 did Peter, even while the 7 
Keepers flood before the Door t. He ſo calleth his Sheep, that b 
He leadeth them out F: And this He doth, by the Blood of his 7 
Covenant; 'tis That makes thoſe in the Pit to be Priſoners of 10 
Hope . And theſe Effects as duly flow from Redemption, as m 
Light from the Sun. 81 
is therefore expreſly ſaid, That the Bld of Ixsus th 


CaRisT- cleanſeth from all Sin q; and that we are ſanttified thro' 
the offering of his Body once for all **, This gave the Apoſtle 
to argue ſo poſitively in Rom. vi. That if planted together. in 
His Death, we ſhall be alſo in his Reſurrettion ++ ; and to put that 
Emphaſis upon it; That F reconciled to Gop by the Death 
his Sox; much more ſhall we be ' ſaved by His Life tt. That 
faying of CHR1sST is much to our Purpoſe ; And other Sheep 
have, them aiſa muſt I bring, and they ſhall hear my Voice 985 
This Muſt imports a Duty not to be diſpenſed with; He 
received a Commandment for it from the FATHER |||: And this 
ball that cual Working, whereby He ſubdues all things to 
Flimſelf ; and they are made to believe . The 
Sheep of themſelves, lye as croſs to this work as other Men ; 
What have I to do with thee, cries the poſſeſs d Gadarene *+ ? 
But being his _— He muſt make them willing t. But 
ſuppoſe they ſtop their Ears; then He is to bore them; for 
He received Gifts for the Rebellious . Men's Averſeneſs does 
not loſe CHRIST his Right; nor ſhall it render his work in- 
effectual. For this very End, Gop raiſed Him up, wiz. To 
bleſs his People in turning them from th-ir Iniquities ; and te 
give them Repentance, and that 2 as has Foogiveneſs of Sins 
annexed to it *&; Which alſo He doth as a Prince, i. e. As 
one inveſted with Power to remove whatever might let the 


Effect 


* Mark viii. 22, 24, 25, + Zech. ix. 11. 1 Acts xii. 6, > 
John x. g. Zech. ix. 11, 12. 1 x Johni.7, ** Heb. x. 
10. ++ Rom. vi. 5. t Rom. v. 9, 10. 1K. x. 16. Ver. 
18, 11 Eph. i. 19. *+ Mark v. 7. Pſa. cx. g. Pla. 
Ixviü. 18. / Acts iii. 26, 1 Chap. v. gt. 
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Effect of WIe: To. Him, are committed the, Keys of | Hell 
and of Death. From theſe Premiſes I ſafely conclude, That 
what CHRIST, as, a; Redeemer came to do, that He doth, and 
will do; and that nene of his Work, ſhall fall to the Ground. 
What Ae faith in the xvjith of Jahn, is Prophetical of what 
He will ſay at the latter Day; 7 have, finiſhed. the Work which 
. Thou gaveſt Alle ta do; Of, all that Thou, haſt given Me, I have 
bft nothing; I have, manifeſted Thy N AME unte the Men which 
; Thou gavejt. Ade out of the Morld; I have given them the Wards 
which Thou gaveſt Me, and they bave received them f. More 
might be added; but by theſe I hope. it is evident, That IE- 
sus CHRIST was not only a Redeemer to pay our Ranſom; but 
the Officer appointed of Gop to et us at liberty, even that 
glorious Liberty of the Sons, of Go: And this i- that Pleas 
ſure of the LoxD which, ſhould proſper in his Hands t; as it hath 
done, and doth, and for ever ſhall: And 'tis Matter of great 
Conſolation to them that take hold of his Covenant. : 
Secondly, All that Gop doth for Men, or gives to them, 
in order to their Salvation, is. given and done freely. Now, 
a thing is then ſaid to be. thus given or done, when it proceeds 
from the meer good Will and Favour of him that worketh, 
or giveth ;, without reſpect to any thing done or deſerved by the 
Receiver: *Tis a Voluntary Act; ſuppaſing no Obligation on 
him that gives; nor any attractive or obliging Virtue in him 
that receives; nor yet Expectation of Recompence from him. 
Much need not be ſaid to prove the Free- giying of the things 
we are ſpeaking of, did we duly conſider, 1. The Sovereign 
Greatneſs of Him that, gives: It is, the MOST HIGH 
GQD, PossESssoR f Heaven and Earth; who is infinitely 
and independently Bleſſed, in; Himſelf, and therefore cannot 
be added unto, nor receive from any Creature: Who can give 
to Him that gives to All their Life and Breath? 2. The ſu- 
'perexcellent, unſpeakable Worth ef the Things that are gi- 
ven; The firſt and chief is our Larp Jesus CHRIS; whoſe 
Dignity was ſuch, thay Heaven and Earth were too low a 
Price to ſet them at, eſpecially to be given as He was; and in 
Him Righteouſneſs and Strength, Adoption and Reconcilia- 
tion, Grace and Glory. 3. The Vanity and W retchedneſs 
of thoſe on whom they are beſtowed ; Both Scripture and Ex- 
perience ſpeak nothing of 8 in their Naturals, but what 


beſpeaks 
„Rev. i. 18. + John xvii. 4, 6, 8. f Iſa. iii. 10. 
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beſpeaks a Condition every way deplorable, and uncapable of 

ieiding Motives for ſuch a Gift; as is ſhewn before. But 
being ſo greatly in Love with ourſelves, and fond of our own 
Improvements, and fo ſtiffly bent to a Covenant of Works; 
to help us off thoſe dangerous Shelves, let us dwell awhile on 
the following Arguments, 

— Arg. 1. Is taken from the Nature and Import of the Ct. 
venant of Grace. This Covenant is that which all Jun 
Chriſtians profeſs to be ſaved by, however they differ about 
the Import and Latitude of it. But if we receive the Scrip. 
tural Notion, which needs muſt be the righteſt, we ſhall find, 
that it is of the very Nature and Subſtance of this Covenant, 
to give freely and abſolutely; without conditioning for any 
thing to be done by Men, 'as the Ground or Motive thereof, 
All that Gop doth for thoſe He will fave, is for his Name's 
Sake; which NAME is recorded in Exod. xxxiv. 5, 6. The 
Lord Gop, Gracious and Merciful, &c. To be gracious, is 
to do well to one that deſerves ill; and if otherwiſe, it would 
be but after the Covenant of Works, or firſt Covenant: Which 
yet was not faulty or defective in itſelf, for it gave a Suffici- 
ency to obtain the Benefits propoſed by it; which if they had 
us'd and improv'd as they might, there would not have needed 
a fecond. But the LorD's foreknowing the Creatures Mutability, 
and conſequently what need there would be of another kind of 
Power and Grace than that Adam was created with, did there- 
fore determine of a ſecond; which in Scripture is called, The 
Hope of Eternal Life, which GoD, who cannot lye, promiſed be- 
fore the I/orid began, Tit. i. 2. It is call'd the Covenant of 
Grace, not only as deſigning the Glory of his Grace, in the 
ſaving of Men; but as giving freely, and of meer Grace and 
Favour, whatever muſt bring about that Salvation: For where 
elſe can lie the Difference between the two Covenants? It 
cannot be in reſpect of the Eaſineſ and Difficulty of the Duties 
enjoin'd ; for Faith and Repentance are much more above the 
Compaſs of Natural Power, than to forbear the forbidden 
Tree: But the Difference lies in this, That the New Coven- 
ant conſiſts of better Promiſes; and this Betterneſs, in the free, 
abſolute, independent Engagement of Gor Himſelf, to invelt 
his covenanted Ones with all things conducing to the Bleſlednels 
held forth; as well That to be done on their part, as on hu 

. own upon their doing of it; that is, plainly, to give to them, 
and work in them whatever in this Covenant He requires o 
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them. The Law ſheus Matter of Duty, but gives net where- 
with to perform it; the Covenant of Grace does both, by writ- 
ing the Law in the Heart: And without this, it would till 
have been but a Covenant of Works, be the Duties enjoyn'd 
whatever you wiil. It therefore runs not upon Conditional or 
Fallible Terms, 1 will if ye will; but Abſolute and Sovereign, 
I will, and Ye ha. This Covenant does not only give Life 
upon Terms of Believing ; but Faith alſo and Holineſs, as the 
neceffary Means of attaining that Life: And this, not upon 
your ingenuous Compliance, as ſome term it, or better Im- 
provement of what you have in common with other Men, 
ſuch Allegations the Lord difallows, and often cautions a- 
gainſt, but of Grace. *Tis a Covenant made up of Promiſes; 
and Promiſe, by Scripture intendment, is always free: both 
freely made and freely perform'd, without the Deſert or Pro- 
curement of Men. "Take Jjaac for Inſtance: Abraham's Body 
was now dcad, and for Sarah, beſides her natural Barrenneſs, 
it ceaſed to be with fer | wy the manner of Women, and yet Sarah 
Hall have a Sen“. But how? The Premiſe had in it, tho' 
Abraham and Sarah had not, whatever might tend to Lſaac's 
Conception and Birth; and for this Cauſe he was call'd, The 
Son of the Promiſet; as alſo Believers are f: They are alſo 
term'd, Heirs of Promiſe, Heb. vi. 17. And on this Account 
CarisT is call'd the Promiſed Seed; and the HoLy Grosr 
the SPIRIT of Promiſe; viz. to ſhew the Independent — of 
thoſe Divine Gifts; the Promiſe of ſending them, their actual 
Coming, and effectual Operations, are all free, and free in all 
Reſpects. This Dew from the LoRD waiteth net for Men, 
Micah v. 7. 

For further Illuſtration the Tews are a pertinent Inſtance, 
as ye read in Jeremy &: They had done nothing but evil 
from their Youth up, and were a continual Provocation: And 
when ſcatter'd among the Nations, where no whit better'd; 
dut cauſed even the Heathen to blaſpheme: And yet. not- 
withſtanding all this, the LoxD will gather them, and give 
them an Heart to fear Him for ever ; and this, even while 
they were not moved, neither could they bluſh ©. Sce alſo 


with what inexpreſſible Freeneſs of Grace the Lord deals with 


them in the xliiid of Iſaiah, I. even I, am He that blutteth ont 
O 2 thy 


* Gen xviil. 11, 14. f Gal. iv. 22, 28, + Gal. iii. 29. 
& Jer. xxxii. 30 to 33. | Ver. 37 to 44. © Ch. viii. 12. 
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thy Tranſgrefſion, and will nat remember thy Sins . But what's 
the Introduction to this fo great a Promiſe ? See it, and won - 

der at it] Thau haſt not called upon Me, C Jacob, but T hou haſt 
been weary of Me, O iſrael . . Thou haſt not brought Ae the ſmg!l 
Cattle of. thy Burnt-Offerings : Thou haſt bought Me no feet 
Cane with thy Money; but haſt made me #9 ſerve with thy Sins, 
and wearied Me with thine Intquities + : I even I, whom thou 
- haſt dealt ſo ungratefully with and dilingenuouſly, even I, am 
He that blatteth out thy Tranſgreſſiuns for mins own Sake f. And 
this was 2 Great T hing they /aoked nat for: As, indeed, con- 
ſidering themſelves, and what their Demeanour had bern, they 
had no Reaſun to look for it. From all which it is clear, that 
Grace reſpects not the HYorthineſs of Men in what it does for 
them; nay, it muſt refpect their Unworthineſs rather, as that 
by which Grace is more illuſtrated, and the Glory thereof 
more advanced; In that, E here Sin abounded Gr ace did much 
more abound F. And Paul proclaims it as verified on himſelf; 
T was a Blaſphemer and a Perſecutor, and Injurious; But I ab- 
tained Mercy; and the Grace of cur LoRD was exceeding abun- 
dant 15 And hereupon he falls to adoring that Grace ; Now to 
the KINO ETERNAL, IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, the only wiſe 
God, be Honour and Glory for ever and ever, Amen J. 
The Riches of Mercy is made out by Saving the Chief ef 
Sinners, and in quickening them when dead ** And it is very 
obtervable, That the Apoſties, whenever they mention the 
_ Grace of Gon in Saving, Duckening, &c. give not the leaſt 
| Intimation of Men's J/arthineſs, Preparedneſs, Compliance, or 
any ſuch thing; but Dead in Sins and Quictening come one 
on the Neck of the other, as Light does upon Darkneſs, which 
in no ſort induces the Light, or prepares the dark Earth, or 
Air for it, as-is abundantly evident in all their Epiſtles. And 
. how oft does the Lorp declare againſt all the Pretenſions of 
Men, as, to their Afiveneſs in this Matter, in Iſaicb, Teremy, 
Ezekiel, Hoſea, &c? And as a Bar to thoſe Pietenſions, The 
_ thiyReple He calls, 4 9 „ out ; and proclaims, 
am found of them that ſought Me nat. This I ſhall end with 
' ry" very obſervable Inſtance within my own Memory; and! 
© 1 bring it not in for Proof, but Illuſration. I kaew a Man, 
3 > EI py. . 2 
; who when he came under Convictions, endeavous'd with alt 
K FN 4 WC... his 
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his Might to ſtifle them: His Convicti::is grew ſtronger, and 
he hardened himſelf againſt them: He ſaw their Te dency; 
but was ſo oppoſite to it, that he refolv'd in expreſs Terms, 
He would not be a Puritan whatever came of it. To the 
Church he muſt go, his Mifter would have it ſo; but this 
was his Wont, to loll over the Seat, with his Fingers in both 
his Ears: (Here General or Conditicual Grace was ſurely non- 
plus'd.) But a Cheſen Veſſel muſt not fo be loſt: Now ſteps 
in Elefting Grace, and by a caſual Slip of his Elbows, drew 
out the Stoppers, and ſent in a Word from the Pulpit, which, 
like Fire from Hzaven melted his Heart, and caſt it in a new 
Mould, Surely in this the Lorp did not wait for the Man's 
Compliance or Improvements; his Work was not Originatcd 


| thence, mor Dependent thereon. 


Arg. 2. IF all that pertains to Salvation, were not given 
freely. Salvazion itſelf ſhould not be of Grace: For to him that 
workuth,' is the Reward not reckoned of Grace, but of Debt *. But 
Salyatien is of Grace, Eph. ii. 5. By Grace ye are ſaved. 
And. again, Ver. 8. By Grace ye are ſaved thro Faith: Where 
alſo, leſt"the adding of Faith ſhould - occaſion a leſſening of 
that Grace, or ſeem to detract from the Freeneſs of it, he cau- 
tiouſly ſubjoins, That this Faith is the Work of that Grace, 
Not 4 your ſelves, It is the Gift of Gop, For if Grace be 
perfectly free in Chuſing, it muſt be anſwerably free in Givi 
and Applying the Means to bring about the End it hath choſen 
us to: For if the Effect of the Means ſhould depend upon 
ſomething to be done by Men, which Grace is not the Doer 
of, then Works would pur in for a ſhare inthe glory of Men's 
Salvation; and fo the Grace of Gon would be dethron'd, and 
be as if it were net; Grace is na more Grace, as is argued in 
Rom. xi. 16. f | | 

Arg: 3. Spiritual Bleſſings muſt be given freely, and of pure 
Grace, becauſe the Natural Man cannot perform any ſuch Act 
as might be motive for ſuch a Gift. Things materiall; good 
they may do, as Cain in offering the Firſt-fruits ; but not ac-" 
ceptable, becauſe not done in the due manner, that is, i Faith; 
the Want of which makes Incenſe itſelf an Abomination 1. If 
without Faith it be impoſſible to pleaſe Gop, then it muſt be 

impoſſible to do ought before you Believe, that may move Gon 

to give you Faith. Salvation is promiſed to Faith, Remiſſion 

of Sins to Repentance, the Bleſſed V ifion to purity of Heart: 

| O 3 But 
* Rom. iv. 4 II. i. 13, 14. 
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But we find not theſe Graces promiſed to any Act or Qualifi- 
cation inferior to, or going before the Graces themſelves : Our 
Hey Calling and the IVaſhing of Regeneration, we are not entit- 
led to by JYorts of our own &. ky TINS 
Arg. 4. If any of the Requiſites to Salvation ſhould be 
given upon Condition, Reaſon would it ſhould be That which 
in Worth and Virtue containeth all the Reſt, and without 
which the Reft had never been, or been of none EffeR, and 
that is our Lox D JesUs CHRIST ; of whom it is faid, That 
4 the — of the Godbead dwells in Him bedily + ; and that, 
Hut of his Fulneſs all Grace is received t: The giving of whom 
was the moſt ſuperlative Commendation of Gop's Love to 
Men &, and is therefore termed The, or That Gift of God ||, 
being fuch a Gift as comprehends all others. And as touch- 
ing the ce and ncem litionate Giving of CHRIST, ſee that an- 
cient authentic Record in Gen. iii. 15. It fhall bruiſe thy Head: 
Wherein is contain'd an abſolute free Promiſe to fend the Sox 
cf Gop.in human Flefh, to be a REDEEMER. And weevidently 
know, that his ara! Coming and Performance thereof, was not 
ſuſpended on any Deſert or Worthineſs of Men: How could 
it, when after the Fall they did not, nor could do any thing 
but what might turn his Heart more againſt them? For Evi- 
dence hereof, we need not go out of the Context : Do but 
o>ſerve the Firſt Adam's Carriage, and the manner of it a lit- 
tle befcre the Promiſe was made: Firſt, They believe the Ser- 
pent rather than Gop; then they break the Commandment of 
Life, when they had neither Need nor Occaſion ſo to do. 
This done, and finding themſelves loſt, they do not fo much 
as ſceł after Gop for Help; but rather to hide themſelves from 
Him; fo far from confeſſing themſelves faulty, that they 
charge Gop fooliſhly, and ſhift the Blame of their Miſcar- 
riage upon Him; The Wiman whom Thou gare to be with me, 
ſve gave me of the Tree.—And the Serpent, which alſo is a Crea- 
ture of thy making, he beguiled me, &c. Here's nothing in 
their Deportment, that looks lite the Motive of ſuch a Pro- 
miſe. But, tho? they run from Gor, tie will not fo part 
v ith them; yea, He follows them, finds them out, and for a 
Door of Hope freely prancunceth this gracious Promiſe, of 
ſending his SoN to deftroy this old Serpent, the Devil; and 
conſequentty 


* 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. iti. 5. + Col. ii. 9. 7 John i. 1G 
5 Rom, v. 8, || John iv. 10. 
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conſequently the Serpentine Nature, that had now inſtill'd 
and mingled itſelf with theirs. It is the firſt Promulgation of 
the Goſpel, and ſpeaks with as much Abſoluteneſs as Words 
can expreſs, It ſhall bruiſe hy Head. This I inſiſt the more 
upon, becauſe it is the Fi that was made in Time, and That 
out of which all following Promiſes are educed. | 
The intent of. this Promiſe, was Adam's Recovery an 
Comfort; who, doubtleſs, at this Time, was in a very diſ- 
conſolate Condition; as lying under a freſh Senſe of the Hap- 
pineſs he had loft, and th: woful Eſtate he was now plunged 
into; and therefore, *twas neceſſary, if Adam ſhall have Com- 
fort by it that the Terms thereof be altogether Free and Abſo- 
lute: For, ſupp.ſe them to be the conditional, as, namely, 
if Adam ſhall now repent and convert himſelf; if he ſhall bet- 
ter improve a ſecond Stock, (or rather, the cankered Rem- 
nant of that he had at firſt;) my Son Then ſhall come into 
this lower World, to ſtill that Enemy and Avenger: His 
Life ſhall go for thy Life; I will be Friends with thee, and 
reſtore thee to thy former State. All this, and more of this 
Kind, had yielded but little Comfort of Hope to a guilty and 
defiled Conſcien e, who found himſelf not only naked, and 
wholly bereft of his Primitive Righteouſneſs ; but at Exmity 
with his Creator, and a Bond ſlave to Satan: For, ſuch Rea- 
ſonings as theſe would have broke in like a Flood, to bear 
down and ſtifle all Hopes of future Succeſs; viz. If when I 
was in fo bleſſed a State, and endued with Power to keep it, 
upon ſo ſlight a Temptation I vielded and fell; how ſhould I 
riſe now I am down, and my Strength is gone? If when I 
had Freedom of Will and ſtood upright, I fo cafily warp'd into 
crooked Paths; how can I hope to return, and do better, now 
my Will is fo perverted, and bent to a contrary Courſe? If 
whilſt I had Eyes in my Head, and ſaw Things with Clear- 
neſs, I yet loſt my Way and wandered; how ſhould I think 
to recover it, being now both ſadly bewildred, and my Eyes 
put out? How ſhould I bring a clean thing out of an unclean, 
who kept not my Heart clean when it was fo? How thould 
I gain more with fewer Talents, who ran my ſelf out of all 
when I had abundantly more? Grapes will not grow upon 
Thorns, nor Figs on Thiſtles: Nay, were my Primitive 
State reſtored to me on the former Terms; I could not expc:t 
to keep it, having this woful Experience of fo cauſleſs and 


dreadful Apoſtacy, &c. 


O 4 It 
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It was therefore importantly neceſſury, that this firſ Po 
miſe, made upon fo great and ſolemn an Occafton, and bear! 
ing in it all the Hopes and Comforts of God's People to? 
Eternity; ſhould be thorcughly free and abſolute, and not depend; 
in the leaſt, upon any good thing to be done by Men, as the- 

Condition of it. And if CHRIS be geen hug 
Ground of arguing thence, the free giving of Things: 
For, He: that ſpared nit his Sox, how fhatl He' n# with Him 
freely give us all Things * I not the Life more thim- H N? 
Is not CrrIsT more than Faith and all Grate? His Gow! 
iven us the Fleſh of his Son, which is Meat indeed; and will! 
He not reſtore our withered Hand to receive it? It cahndtt 
be; eſpecially confidering, That this may be dorie with a 
IP:rd; and without this the Other would be loſt, and as Wa- 
ter ſpiit on the Ground. But, though this Promiſe of CHRIS 
be virtually a Promiſe of all Grace ; yet, becauſe of dur flow-' 
neſs of Heart to Believe, and to win us off from our _— 
Zing Notions ; the Lok» condeſcends' to gratify his People in 
Words as well as Subftance: And therefore, | 
Arg. 5. To make it expreſly evident, that all Spirituał 
leſlings are perſecthy free; He hath put them all into Abſolute 
Promiſes. Not that all Promiſes run in that Tenor: Many 
of them have Conditions annex*d ; which alſo (in their Place) 
have a very ſignificant Uſefulneſs: 1. As Proofs of our wil- 
ling Subjection to Gop f. 2. As Directives by what Medi- 
ums we muſt get to the Blefledneſs defign'd us &; and how 
qualified for the Enjoyment of it |. 3. As Matks and Evi- 
dences of our being in the Way to it, and of thofe to whom 
it doth belong J. But this Annexion of Conditions does not 
imply a Power in Men to perform them; tho' perform'd they 
muſt be, before we come to the promiſed Reward; nor does 
the Effect of thoſe Promiſes depend upon any Act to be done 
by us, which ſome other Promiſe doth not provide us with. 
But, That great Fundamental Promiſe, on which is founded 
our Hapes of Eternal Life, was Abſolute ; twas given afore the 
Marla *. Tho' dearly Conditional to Him with whom the 
Compact was made; yet perfectly Free and Abſolute to us; 
and therefore the adding of Conditions to after Promiſes; may 
not 


* Rom. vin, 32. _ + Matt. vi. 25, f Gen. xxii. 12. John 
iii. 16. and xiv. 6. J Matt. v. 8. 2 Cor. vii. 1. 1 Mark xvi. 
16. Rom. viii. 1. John x. 9. “ Tit. 1. 2. 


„ there's go 


not bo; taken as invalidating that fit Promiſe, or as a Defeaz- 
abet to it- Dis a Scriptute Maxim, That tbe Couemaumt which 
wins heft can def GOD in CHRIST, the Law, which-was \ 
four hundred and thirty Years after ; cannot diſunnul ;, than ir b 

AM the Promiſe of” none-Effecz*. The lice may bo ſaid of. 
Promiſes made in Time, viz. That the Condztionality of ſome, 

avs nn m/ void tb. Abſaluteneſs of others, As the Law was-to 

CARIsr, ſuch are Conditi romiſes to the Ab/olute ; they» 
ſhew: whac we ſhould be and do; and; | 
we can neither: bene do as we ſhould ; and thenec infer tous: 
the Neceſſity of? Divine Grace to undettake for us; and then 
indeed, andi not till then is the Freeneſs of Grace adozable, 
which promiſett- Help in · Terms - of an abſolute- Tenor. And 
accordingly we find, tliat whatever is in one Scripture, made 
the' Condition of Acceptance with Gos, and Eternal Life; in 
other Scriptures: thoſe uery Conditions are promiied uuiibout Con- 
dition: Some off which we have a Proſpect of in the following 
Ballance ; which being that of the Sanctuary, may well be al- 
lIbw'd tb caſt it: Nor would it be once debated, i; Men knew 


ence, that 


their Intereſt ; for, Incereſt will not lye. 


Conditional: Promiſes. 

Nu ye, make you clean'; 
2 td do Ru; learn to do 

ell: Como now, and. let us 
reaſon tigat her; am thaugh your 
Sins be as Scarlets, they ſhall be 


B ng 


Repent and turn; fo _ ity 
foals not be your Rum ; Aa 
you a new Heart, and @ new 
Spirit *. 


Hear, and your Soul ſhall 
live tt. If thou ſbalt ſcek the 
Lorp thy Go, thou ſhalt Pars 
Him, if thou ſeek Him qaxth thy 
whele Heart 55. 

* Gal. iii. 17. 


Axxi. 34 || Ezek. xvin. 30. 
gi. 7 Exck. xxxvi. £6. 1 


Deut. xxx. 8, 11 Jer. xxiv. 7. 


+ Iſa. i. 16-18, 
T Ch. xi. 19. 


- Promiſes of the Condition. 

Thon wil! F ſprinkle clean 
Water upon you, and ve ſhall 
be clean: From. all your Fil- 
thineſs will þ cleanſe. you f. 
FE will” forgive your Imquity; 
and your Sin I will remember 
no more g. 

I wilt put a new Spirit with- 
in you J. A new Heart alſo 
will give you; and a ne Spi- 
rit will 1 put within you ++. 

Thou /halt return, and obey 
the Voice of the Loan ||.- 
bey ſhall return unto 
with their whole Heart G8. 
I am found of them that ſought 


me not . | 
Then 


t Ezek. xxxvi. 25. Jer. 
** Ezek. xvii. 
Deut. iv, 29. 
*+ Ia, Lev. ts 


Ila. lv. 3. 
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Conditional Promiſes. 
Then ſhall we know, if we 
follow on to know the Lok D. 
Circumciſe therefore the fore- 


ſhin of your Heart f. 


| Return, O backſliding Chil- 
dren \|. 0 
If ye be willing and obedi- 
ent, ye ſhall eat the good of the 
Land **, 
17 will yet for this be en- 
quired of by the Houſe of I 
racl N. 
He that endureth unto the 
End, ihe ſame ſhall be ſaved 
CN. 


Promiſes of Condition. 
Thou 

Father, and ſhale not turn 

from Me +. . 

The Lord thy Gop will. 

circumciſe thine Heart . 


I will heal their Baekſlid- 


p4 ings N. 


Thy People Hall be willing 
++- I wil cauſe you to walk 
in my Statutes 1. 5 

I will pour upon the Houſe 
of David, the SPIRIT of Grrace 
and Supplications |||. 

They ſhall not depart from 
me *+, Who ſhall confirm 
you unto the End . 


. Theſe are ſome of thoſe many exceeding Great and Precious 
Promiſes, by which we. are made Partakers of the Divine Na- 
ture . And if duly conſidered, would much conduce to 


t call Me, My. 


Eftabliſh the preſent Truth, which affirms the abſolute free 
giving of All Things pertaining to Life and Godlineſs *\ ; And 
this, nothing more plainly contradicts, than to make the Diſ- 

penſements of Grace, to depend on the Wills and Improve- 
ments of Natural Man: To exclude which, is a Principal 
Scope of Abſelute Promiſes, that no Fl:h ſhould glory in his 
Preſence x; ſince it is GoD that worketh all in all, both to 
Mill and to do; and that of his own good Pleaſure . 


There are yet divers Things alledged againſt this Doctrine; 
which the Holy Scriptures, with Reaſons draw from thence, 
and ſanctified Experience, do afford a plentiful Bar and An- 
ſwer to: And this Service they have done us, to bring ſome 
Things to mind, before omitted, which may prove to the fur- 
ther clearing and Confirmation of the Truth. | 


Obj. 


* Hol. vi. 3. f Jer. iii. 19. f Deut. x. 16. Deut. xxx. 6. 
Jer. iii 14. 7 Hol. xiv. 4. ** Iſa. i. 19. t+ Pfal. xc. g. 
zek. xxxvi. 27. Phil. ii. 13. f. Ezck. xxxvi. 37. Zech. 
xii. 10. 0 Matt. xxiv. 13. T fer. xxxii. 40. *+ 1 Cor. i. 


8. 2 bet. i. 4. * Ver. 3. 1 Cor. i. 29. » 1 Cor. xii. 


6. Phil. ii. 19. 
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_ Obj. A Men Univerſally, Others as well as theſe you call the 
Elect, are endued with Means ſufficient for Salvation. 

 Anfw. It ſhall be far from us to leſſen the Means afforded 
to any; or their Sin in not living up to what they have: 
They have all Means to be better than they are; — yet we 
cannot aſſent, That all Men Nzw, fince the Fall, have the 
Sufficiency, alledg'd: For, of all the reſt, the Name of 
Cn*1sT, and Faith in Him, muſt not be excluded; hut theſe 
all Men have not. In a great Part of the World CHRIST is 
not ſo much as Named, and how fhall they beliems in Him” 0 
whom they have not heard * And where the Golpel is, 
Men have not Faith +. For Men to believe, or fancy rather, 
that ſome excellent Perſon hath interpos'd an Atonement, to 
keep off Vengeance from ſinful Men, as ſome ſpeak, is not 
to Believe on the NAME of the San of Gor, but rather to 
erect an Altar to an unknown Deity, and to worſhip they 
know not what. Our SAv1iouk tells the Tau; wno knew 
that MEssi An cometh, F ye believe not that | am He, ye Hall. 
die in your Sins 1. For other Reaſons alſo, we cacnot admit 
the Objection. 1. Becauſe it ſets Man in the ſame State Now, 
as Before the Fall: Then, indeed, they had a Sufficiency to 
retain their preſent State; but ever ſince, Al are born Chil- 
dren of Wrath and Enemies to Gop. 2. Becauſe the Ob- 
jection, while it ſeems to magnify Common Grace, it nul! fies 
the ſpecial; as if GoD no more regarded his own Elec, than 
other Men. 3. Becauſe it lays a Foundation for gelf boaſt. 
ing: For, if all have but the ſame Means given from above; 
the betterneſs of any muſt be from themſelves; Men muſt make 
themſelves to differ ; whick is contrary to all Reaſon, fince 
the /ame Means can have but the ſame Ef# upon Subjects 
alike qualified. 4. Becauſe the Scripture ſpeaks expreſly tne 
contrary; and that of thoſe who had the likelieſt Sulkciency 
of any others; and yet they canli nat Believe Y: And of Be- 
lievers themſelves, that They cannot think || : And of CARISsT's 
own Diſciples, who, of all Behevers, had the higheit Mleans; 
That without him they can ds nothing : And if ſuch as Theſe 
can neither de, nor think, where's the Sufficiency boaſted of? 
You ſay, They have Power to Believe, if they Will: Not fo, 


but if they Will, they have Power. Power and Will, in this 
5 Matter, 


® Ram. x. +4. * 2 Thel. iii. 2. T John viii. 24. 4 John 
XU, 39. 2 Cor, iii. 3. 1 John xv. 5. 5 


World ; and yet, ſuch is the State of a very great part 0 
Mankind. Yau'}! fay, perbaps, They da Sufficiency, but 
by miſuſage hey left it: Any. can there be a mote palpable 

inſtance, of a thing's InſuMiciency, than its Inabilii to pe 

ſerve. it. ſelf, and the general Sugceſyfuſneſs of it? But, 
Means may be proper enough, and in their Kind ſufficient, to- 
wards the Production of ſuch an Event, and yet that Event 
never ſucceed, for want of ſomething eiſz which alſo was re- 

quiſite for it. Some of the Fews, by the evident” Teſtimonies 
of CurLsT's Divinity, were convinced that He was the MEs- 
SIAH; but it came not up to a perfect Work ; they did nat con- 
feſs Him +; and this becauſe the, Arm of. the Loh b was not re- 
vealed to them 7, that is (as Moſes ſpeal's) the Lord had nt 

given them an Heart to underſtand . Planting and W tering are 
proper and ſufficient in their Kind, as means and ſecondary 

Cauſes: but nothing as to increaſe, without a Bleſſing from 

Gop. Who cauld reaſon more ſtrongly than Paul Or 

ſpeak more eloquently than Apo/les ? ard yet the Succeſs of 

their Miniſtry was, as Gob gave to every Man ||: It is GO 

that woerketh. hath Will and Deed . It is He that openeth the 

Ear to Diſcipline **, and ſcaleth Inſeructian +4: When his 

Hand is ſet to, then 'tis Authentick and powerful, and not 

before. Of this, thoſe ancient Fews, are a down-right In- 

ſtance: They had Means of being purged, and yet were not 

purged $4: But afterwards, the LORD takes the work into his 

own Hand; I will ſprinkle clean Water upan you, and ye ſhall be 
clean; from all your x + and from all your Idols will I 

_ you; a New Heart alſo will I give you, and cauſe you to 

walk in my Statutes FF: By which it appears, that the Lord 

will not only afford them means, as atorc-time, and leave the 
Improvement 


* Eph. ii. 12. + John xii. 42. f Ta. lin. 1. { Deut. xxix. 
4. || + Cor. iii. 5. 7 Phil. ii. 19. “ Job xxxvi. 10. tt Ch. 
xxxiii. 16, $f Ezek. xxiv. 13. ||} Ezck. xxxvi, 25,—28, 
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Improvement therefore to themſelves ; for That He fiw would 
not do: But now, He will take the whe upon Himſelf: 
Nut to exempt them from their Duty, but enable theni for it; 
adding alſo his own Divine Power to make the Means effeftudl ; 
as is plainly implied in chat of the Prophet Jeremy, I wall 
bring it Health and Cure, and I wilt cure them *; that is, He 
would give them an Heng and good Heart, which ll bring 
forth Fruit ta Perfictian t. * Theſe are the Means proper and 
ſufficient for Salvation; and ſeſs than this will not do. 

Obj. They hdve as full à Sufficiency as is meet and juſt for 
GoD to give. 

Hef. 1 It is meet and juſt to do good? Why not then the 
chiefeſt good that Men are capable of, which is to havertheir 
Hearts perfectly turned to Cop, and united to him for ever? 
2. The Objcction attributes more to Man, in the Buſineſs of 
his Salvation, than to Gop: For, if all that Gon can juffly 

or meetly do in Order thereto, will not ſave him, without 
ſomething done by himſelf, which Gop is not the doer of; 
then Man will be reckon.d Chief Agent in the work, and fo, 
the Are will boaſt it ſelf againſt him that handles it f. Suppoſe 
a Flaiſter or M-dicint to be made of twenty Ingredients, ahd 
one of them to be of that Sovereign Virtue, as to influence 
all the ret; all which, if that be wanting, will but ulcerate 
the Wound, or heighten the Diſtemper; that Gne muſt be 
counted the Principal. 3. It is not to be ſuppaſed, that the 
Great and Only Wiſe Gop would ſet up a Creature” whoſe 
Will He cannot juſtly and meetle over-rule, eſpecially in 
Things requiſite to the very End for which he was made: 
Nor, that He fhould make him for ſuch an End, as that my 
thing conducibie thereto, may not meetly and juſtly be done, 
in order to ite Accompliſhment. 4. it would not anſwer the 
End of CHRIST s receiving Gifts fur Men; yea for the Re- 
bellizus, to bring in whom, all Power was given to Him. * 
poſe a General ſhould take in the leſſer Forts of a revo 
City; but leave the Fort Royal, which commands all the Teſt, 
in the Enemy's Hand: Shall he tel] his Prince, they wok/d 
not yield, and that, being Men of Reafon, be thought it not 
fair to forte then? Vould this be a faif Account of his Ex- 
© pedition ? 1 try not; for it would be to ſay, in Effect, that 
he did not reduce them becauſe they were Rebels. 5. It can- 
not 


® Jer. xxxlii. 6. + Luke viii. 13. f Ifa. x. 15» 
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not be Righteous or meet for Men to affirm, nor for the Ho- 
nour of Sovereign Majeſty to admit, that the Creature's Will 
ſhould limit, divert or fruſtrate, the Will and Intent of the 
Creator. Shall it be at the Will of one poſſeſſed, whether or 
no the Devil ſhall be cait out? Shall every baſe and pitiful 
Luſt have a Negative Vote to that which has paſſed the TRI- 
NITY's Fiat? It was rcligiouſly faid of one, I will nat have 
. him for my Gop, that hath not Power over my Will, And-Laftly, 
ſuphoſe a Man crazed in his Head; and you intend him an 
Honour or Otkce, which he never will be capable of, with- 
out me full uſe of his Reaſon; is it not meeter, and doth it 
not argue an higher Degree of Love, Prudence and Juſtice, 
to cure his Diſtemper, though in a way contrary to his pre- 
ſent Mind, than to wait his complying with your Preſcrip- 
tions, which, as he is, he'll never underitand? And what 
hinders, but that Gop may do fo by his People; even give 
them an Heart to know Him, and to fear Him for ever, Kee 
only that this Boggy Principle of Human Liberty will not 
com ort with it? 

. Obj. Put if a Sufficiency of Means to Repent and Believe, 
be not afforded to All, how fail GoD be Fuft in puniſhing for 
Neglefts | 

Anſiu. The Juſtice of God will not need our ſalving, eſpe- 
cially by a Balm of our making: Whether He judge or juſtify, 

He is Juſt in what He doth, though purblind Reaſon ſees 
not how. His Judgments are a great Deep; not to be fa- 
thomed by human Comprehenſion. In ſounding at Sea, will 

it follow, that there's no Bottom, beeauſe — Lins will not 
reach it? Gop dealt not fo, in reſpect of Means, with any 

Nation as with ael, and the Men going with Paul to Da- 
majcus, the LoRD would not give them to ſee his Face, nor 
to hear his Voice; both which He vouchſafed to Paul, and 
= He needs no Vindication or Apology, for puniſhing their 

nbelict: They that have ſinned without Law, ſhall feriſb with- 
out Lato, Rom. ji. 12. Beſides, Men are juſtly obnoxious to 

Punithment, for neglecting, or not improving the Means they 
have; albeit thoſe Means, when made the beit of, that Na- 
ture can, will not fave them: They are puniſhable for not 
Feeding and not Cloathing ; and yet, by doing theſe, Men 
are not Juſtined, The lcaſt T ranſgreſhon lays open to 
Wrath; and we cannot, by keeping fume Commands, com- 
penſate the Breach of Others. ? 

1 Obj. 
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Obj. Where it is ſaid, I will write my Law in their Hearts; 
and cauſe them to walk in my Statutes, &c. There is no more in- 
tended by it, but the Giving of Things or Means proper to ſuch 
an End. 

Anſw. If one obliged to fave your Life, ſhould thus ex- 
pound his Engagement, you would not think it = Pay- 
ment, nor that he had dealt faithfully with you. The Senſe 
objected cannot be the Mind and Limit of that moſt gracious 
Promiſe: For 1. The Promiſe muſt be as broad and large as 
the Precept: It would elſe be too ſhort to repoſe our Conh- 
dence in. If then, the Precept intends as much as the Words 
of it do literally import, then alſo doth the Promiſe: But the 
Precept not only requires. a uſing the Means that tend to the 
Duty enjoined, but the perfect, effectual Performance of the 
Duty itſelf, both as to Matter and Form; therefore doth like- 
wiſe the Promiſe: And then it will follow, that to write the 
Law in the Heart, and cauſe us to walk, &c. is more than a 
Means: It is the Thing it ſelf. 2. That Doctrine is hardly 
beſtead, and not much to be credited; which, for its Support, 
muſt put ſuch a Conſtruction on the higheſt and moſt abſolute 


Promiſes that Gop hath made, as would render them weak _ 


and fruitleſs Things. 3. Where Gop hath abſolutely ſaid, 
That ſuch a Thing He will do; for Men to put in Conditions 
or Limitations, is to raze or interline a Record; which is a 
felomaus Aft: And how He will deal with thoſe who 4 to, or 
take from, the Words of his Prophecy, = have recorded in 
the laſt Chapter of his Book: *Tis ill trifling with ſacred 
Things. 4. A Phyſician that undertakes to cure a Man of 
his Phrenſy, and to keep him in his right Mind, is not faid 
to have done his Work, er made good his Word, whatever 
Means have been applicd to him, it the Patient continue his 
former Diſtraction, or Relapſe into it. 5. There is no Need 
or Reaſon, why the Lon p ſhould Promiſe, or make ſhew of 
Promiſing, more than He intends to perform: For that would 
be as a broken Staff: Or, Why He ſhould expreſs Himſelf 
in Terms of a filler or more abſolute Engagement, than might 
in all Points conſiſt with his Wiſdom, Juſtice, Holineſs, Cc. 
6. Laſtly the Objection is further excepted againſt and re- 
jected, not only as it makes Man the chief Agent in his own 
Salvation; but as denying that Gop doth any thing more for 
them that are Saved, than for them that Pecrifh. If Men make 
themſelves to differ, the Goſpel-deſign of Adagni/ing Grace, 
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is daſhed at once. And truly, us. Matter both of Wonder 
and Griaf, to ſee how induſtriouſly witty ſome Men are, to 


*enervate the Promiſes. of Go; as. it they could not accept " 
of Salvation, unleſs their own Willi may ftand Partners with ; 
- bis Grace. * tic 
Obj. But ig it not ſaid, To him uhat hath ſhall be given #? i. e. _ 
He that uſes. Common Grace: well, ſbull have wal ? C 
— 1. If [that gracious Promiſe of - writing:the! Law in E 
our Hcarts, - aatend only the affording of M-cans, which is but pe 
- Common Grace, — — a Promiſe of the Special? th 
The well-ufing-:of . Common Grace, is indeed a Duty: incum- tt 
+ bent upon all; but is no Way meriting, . or moving Gon to h 


' beſtow the Special He is above all human Motives ; and is 
not - wrought upon by them, as Men are. This is-ſeen by 
Paul, whom Special Grace took hold upon, even while in the th 
Heat of miſuſing that which is Common :. There. was no Space 
of Time between his being 4 Perſecutor, and his ebtaining 
AHercy +. : 2. What Proportion is there, in value, between 
an Handfut of. Clay and à Talent of Gold? Infiniiely more 
is the Diſproportion between the Gracs of Faith, and all that 
2 Natural Man can do for the obtaining of it: | They that. are 
in the Fleſh cannot plaaſe Gop f. 3. Whatſoever is not os 
: Faith, is Sin; but a Man's Sin cannot be a Motive for his 
Cd To (plead your Improvements, is to make your filthy 
Rags an Argument why Gos ſhould accept you. ber 
- the Condition he was in, that proffered Money for the Geft'of 
the HoLy -GrosT  : Improvements for Fuith is no better. 
14. Ir would not become the Wiſdom, Power, or. Grace of 
op, to build on a Foundation. made ready to his Hand : He 
needs it not, nor will it ſort with his Deſign; which is to 
have his Grace acknowledged the Alpha and Omega of Men's 
Salvation. Laſtly, # Will to improve is as much from. Gon 
as the Thing to be improved: A Man can ricerve nothing, except 
it be piven him from Above ]: The Thing given, and Pawer. to 
receiue or improve it, are both from \ | £20 : And Things 
from Above are not fetched dawn by Men; but they come. dawn 
when and upon whom. the F ATHER of Lights pleaſeth ©. 5 
j. 


— 


. — — 


2MNatt. xXxv. 29. + 1 Tim. i. 13. with Acts ix. 4, 6, 6. 
7 Rom. viii. 8. 6 Acts viii. 18. 19. |} John iii. 27, 1. James 


J ²˙ ed a a» aw Sew£_ ==> — a+ ko na thy R - 


** — 2 


1. 17. 


| of Effettual Calling. 213 
Obj. Men are commanded to make them a new Heart 5 
which me imply an Ability ſo ta do: For how can it be Juſt to 
require Things impoſſible ; and that under ſo ſevere a Penalty. 
Anſfw. Whatever is implied in the Command, ſuch Allega- 
tions do ſurely imply, that the Framers of them are much un- 
acquainted with the Scriptures, or extremely raſh in drawin 
Concluſions from them. There are Reaſons enough and holy 
Ends, which do juſtly warrant ſuch Commands, without ſup- 
poſing thoſe to whom they are given, able zow to perform 
them: As. 1. Perhaps the Lord ſpeaks it Ironically; deriding 
their vain Confidence, as Elijab did the Prieſts of Baal, when 
he bids them, Cry aloud, for He is a God 4 : Will you hence 
infer, that Baal was a God? Or, that Idols can ſhew Things 
to come becauſe the LoRD bids them do it, thereby to evidence 
their Godhead 1? Or, that Adam had advantaged himſelf by 
his Fall, becauſe the Lok p ſays, The Man is became like one of 
us d? The like Form of Speech is ſometime uſed concerning 
Babylon; Take Balm for her Pain, i a be ſhe be healed; 
even then when His Device was ta deſtroy her os © here, as 
upbraiding thoſe 27 with their fond Opinion of Sel/- 
ſufficiency, Freedem of Will, and Power to do great Matters; 
Make you a new Heart, for why will ye die? g. d. You know 
that the End of theſe Things is Death: You pretend to an 
high Pitch of Ability, That Men may be good as they will, 
and turn when they pleaſe, and yet you goon in an evil Way: 
If ye can make you a new Heart, do it; Why will yy * 
neglecting ſo eaſy a Matter, fall under a Sentence of Death? 
2. To let Men know Gop hath not loſt His Right of Com- 
manding, though they have loſt their Power of Obeying; Time 
was when they had it, and Power to keep it; but having loſt 
it, Gop is not bound to reitoreit, nor unjuſt in — Tr 
thoſe Neglects which ariſe from the want of it. It is Man's 
Duty to ſeek after Gon, though it be a Peraduenture whether 
they ſhall find Him or not . 3. Hereby to convince them, 
what was that one Thing neceſſary, diz. The Change of 
Heart; as without which, all Labour is ſpent in vain upon 
them; as in the Parable of the Sower. The Root muſt be 
holy before the Fruit; Grapes will not grow upon Thorns , 
nor the ſtony, thorny, or 9 Ground bring forth to 


er fection: 


* Ezek. xvii. 31. +1 Kings xvili. 27. f Iſa. xli, 23, & Gen. 
W, 22, | Jer, li, 8. with Ch. I. © Acts xvii. 27. 
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Perfection *: When Ephraim was Turned, then he Repented, 
and not before f. 4. T hat beiug convinced of the Neceſſity 
of ſuch a Change, ond finding their own Endeavours wholly 
ineffectual, (as Paul did) t; they might ſee alſo the Neceſſity 
of Free Grace and of the Divine Power to do it for them, and 
ſo have their Eyes turned off from themſelves, and drawn thi- 
therwards, even towards thoſe Hills of Strength, which the 
Church had an Eye to when they prayed, Turn Thou me, and 
[ ſhall be turned 5. 5. If the giving a Command from Gon 
infers in Men a Power to obey; then it will follow, that 
Men have a Power to keep the whole Law, and that without 
turning aſide to the right Hand or to the left; and to make 
themſelves holy, as God is holy; for theſe He commanded ||. 
But 6. That the Lord intends not ſuch a Concluſion ſhould 
be made upon his Command, appears from the xviith of Fer. 
ver. 1. The Sin Sw is written with a Pen of Iron, and 
with the Point of a Diamond grauen on the Table of their Heart, 
i. e. So as not to be blotted out by Human Wit or Strength: 
And therefore, 7. He tells them expreſly, It is as impoſſible 
for them to make themſelves a new Heart, as for the Athiopian 
to change his Skin ©: For who can bring a clean Thing out of an 
unclean ** ? They that ſanttify themſelves, and they that offer 
Swine's Fleſh, ſhall both be conſumed together, Iſa. Ixvi. 17. 

Obj. y then are Men enjoined Attendance on the Means, if 
there be ſo little in them ? 

Anſib. If there were no other Reaſon or End, this were 
enough, That Gop had commanded it; That binds us to uſe the 
Means, though not the Means to effect the Thing it is uſed 
for: Nor is the Means ſo much to be conſidered, as Gop's 
Inftitution and Appointment ; nor the uſe thereof to be reſted 
on, but the Grace and Power of Gop giving Influence 
thereto; who Himſelf is not bound to Means or Method: 
Originally he is found in his own Way; and out of it we are 
not to look for Him, 

Obj. But to what End is the Goſpel preached in Terms Uni- 
verſal, and Univerſally to All, if ſome Particular and Deter- 
minate Perſons only can Receive it? 

Anſw. The Council of Gop concerning ELECTION is ſe- 
cret: The Miniſter knows not who are- the Objects of it; 
and therefore muſt preach to All, according to his any 4 

ion. 
Luke vi. 44. 7 Jer. xxxi. 19. f Rom. vii. 8, 9, 23. er. 
xxxi. 18, || Deut. : 32, 33» : 1 xiii. 23. 9 job * 4» 
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fion. The Lorp deals in this, as in the Matter of Lots: 
Saul was fore-appointed to be King; yet all Iſrael muſt come 
together, and Lots muſt be caſt on the whole Nation, as if 
the Perſon were yet undeſign'd *. The falling of the Lot 
was wholly contingent, as to Men: Another might have been 
taken as well as he it fell upon: But the Loxp diſpoſed it, 
and caſts it on the right Perſon +. So touching the Goſpel, 
it is ſent to a Place where, perhaps, but one, or very few 
El: Perſons are, and thoſe only ſhall be taken by it, and yet 
it muſt be publiſhed to the whole City promiſcuouſly : But 
the Holy GrosT, Who knonweth the deep Things of Gop, 
brings it to the Hearts of thoſe for whom it is prepared, and 
there it fixeth: Which the Taylor, Lydia, and other Exam- 
ples make evident. | 

Obj. Man is a Rational Creature, and accordingly to be pro- 
ceeded with : But this Way and Manner of Converſion 2 all 
Freedom of Will; and makes Converſion a Compulſary Thing. 

Anſio. The Will cannot be forced: The Man may be for- 
ced to AF againſt his Will, but not to Mill againſt his Will: 
Or, He may Will that to Day, which Yeſterday he Willed 
not: But this * is ſo far from being an Infringement, 
that 'tis rather an Effect and Demonſtration of his Freedom. 
There are three Sorts of Compulſion, Violent, Natural and 
Rational. 1. Violent; when a Man is conſtrain'd to de that 
which his Will is oppoſite. to: Thus the Iſraelites, to ſerve the 

_ Egyptians, and to go into Captivity : So alſo Paul and other 
Saints are led captive to That they would not f: But the 
Vill in Converſion comes not under this kind of Conſtraint, 
nor any Thing like it. 2. There is a Natural Compulſion: 
Thus Men- and other Creatures are compelled to eat, drink, 
fleep, and breathe; there neecs no violent Hand to impoſe it, 
nor Arguments to perſwade to it; they do it by Inſtinct, which 
Gor hath endued them with for their own Conſervation : 
This kind of Compulſion is proper to the Soul Converted, in 
reference to a ſpiritual Life and Actions. 3. There is alſo a 
Rational Compulſion, which is neareſt the Caſe in Hand : 

| This is when the Underſtanding and Judgment are convenced 
2 of the Goodneſs, Neceſſity, or 2 of a Thing; which 

L before he judged otherwiſe of. For this, ſee the Prodigal's 
” 2 Reaſons 


* 1 Sam, ix. 16, with Ch. x. 20, 21, + Prov, xvi. 33. 1 Rom, 
Q vii. 19. . 
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Reaſons for returning to his Father “, and the Leper's for 
going to the Syrian's Camp f: Their Reaſon told them, It 
was better to go where there was Hope, than tarry where 
there was None. See alſo the Arguments for the Saints living 
to CHRIST; the Love of Chrift conſtrains them; they cannot 
but fo judge, viz. That if CHRIsT died for them, they are 
bound to /zve to Him ft; yet no Breach of their Liberty, al- 
beit that other while they were otherwiſe minded. 

The firſt of theſe, viz. that which is Violent, our Doctrine 
hath nothing to do with: It is true, there is a drawing in Con- 
verſion; and there would be no Converſion without it; Ns 
Man can come to CHRIST except he be drawn $. Which draw- 
ing implies an Averſeneſs, or at teaft a Diſability in him that is 
drawn; and conſequently, a kind of Force er Extrinſecal Power 
put forth upon him. But let me ſay, It is ſuch a Force, as the 
enlightened Soul moſt gladly ſubjects itſelf unto, and would 
not be from under the Power and Influence of it for a World. 
Let it therefore be obſerved How the FATHER draws: It is 
in the moſt genuine and kindly Way that can be conceived ; 
He draws by Teaching || : Not as Gideon taught the Men of 
Succoth I; nor as the Taſk-Maſters drew the People to their 
Burdens ** : But as Jacob was drawn into Egypt; who need 
not be forced to diflodge and remove his Tent, when he found 
himſelf ſurrounded with Famine, and heard there was Corn 
in Egypt; that the King had fent Waggons for him, and Pro- 
viſions for the Way; telling him withal, That the Good of 
all the Land was before him; eſpecially conſidering that his 
beloved Joſeph was there alive, and in greateſt Honour, ready 
to receive him. In like manner, when the Soul hath a Sight 
of tne Holineſs of Gop, and of its own Vileneſs; of the Pu- 
rity, Streightneſs, and juſt Severity of the Law; with its 
own Uncleanneſs, Crookedneſs, Guiltineſs, and Difability 
either to keep it, or bear the Vengeance of it: That in Gon 
alone is all its Blefſcdneſs; and that yet it cannot poſhbly 
come at Him, but as dried Stubble to a devouring Flame: And 
yet again, If He comes not, he diesin the Place where he is, 
and muft dwell with Everlaiting Burnings; and withal hears 
of a Mediator, who came from Heaven to ſave ſuch as himiclf 


1s 3 


Luke xv. 17. +2 Kinzs vii. 3, 4. f 2 Cor. v. 14. John 
vi. 44. || John vi. 46. 1 Judges viii. 26. Exod. v. 16, 
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to his proper Freedom: For we preſently find 
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Jag and who caſts out none that come to him; and by whom 


he may come to Gop both ſafely and acceptably: There will 
need no violent Hand on the Will; even Love to himſelf makes 
the Saul Wings. There is, indeed, a violent, or rather, Al- 
mighty, Conftraint and cafting out of him that did uſury upon 
the Will, and pervert it, by deluding the Underſtanding with 
falſe Gloſſes and carnal Reaſonings; which being diſpelled by 
the true Light's ſhining, the Will falls in with it, and follows 
with perfect Freedom, CHRIST offered no Violence to the 
Man, when he caſt out the Legion; but thereby reſtored him 

lum at Jesv's 
Feet cloathed, and in his right Mind *; deſiring Now to dwell 
with Him, the Sight of whom before was a — to him: 
Here, no Man will ſay, the Patient was turenged, tho' his 
Will was croſſed; if any do there's Cauſe to enquire, whether 
himſelf be yet in his right Mind. When the Faculties are 
put in Order by Renovation, the Underſtanding is the Spirit 
of the Will; which therefore looks and goes the ſame Way 
as of Courſe, as the Wheels did after the living Creatures +, 
without any foreign or violent Conſtraint: It hath Naw a 
Spring within it, by which it is moved and guided, itſelf 
being alſo renewed and ſanctified, according to this renewed 
Light: As a Needle that is rightly touched, needs not to be 
forced to look towards the Pole; it will do it by Sympathy : 
If the Eye be ſingle, the whole Body is full of Light g. 

But ſuppoſe the Thing objected to be true; namely, That 
in — the Will ſuffereth Violence; it no way de- 
ſerves to be ſtiled Cruel or Tyrannical, as ſome, extreamly ten- 
der in Nature's concerns, do preſume to ſpeak, nor, indeed, 
to be complained of in the leaſt, ſince the Tendency and Iſſue 
thereof is an infinite good. What Father would not croſs 
the Will of his Child, rather than fee him deſtroyed by his 
fool-hardineſs? Shall Parents, as it were, force their Chil- 
dren's Will for their good, and be blameleſs? and ſhall not 
much more the FATRER of Spirits that we may live d Was. 
it not a Mercy to Jeremy, that the Nord of the LoxD was as 
Fire in his Bones, that he could not forbear ſpeaking |\| ; rather 
than be confounded for holding his Peace? How much bet- 
ter is it to Enter into Life halt or maimed, than go into Hell 

os. with 


* Euke viii. 33. + Ezek. i. 19. f Matt. vi. 22. eb. xii. 
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with a whole Skin! I hope there is none ſo much beſides 
themſelves as to judge otherwiſe of it; or complain of their 
being compell'd to go to Heaven, though it were by a Whirl- 
wind and Chariot of Fire. At firft, I grant, tis pure Ne- 
ceſſity drives to CHRISNH; but afterwards, his Perſonal Ex- 
cellency and Lovelineſs conſtrain ro abide with him; a ſweet 
and bleſſed Compulfion! And now you would not leave Him 
again, although the firſt Neceflity of your going to him were 
quite at an End: But ftill we ſay, as before, that the Will is 
not violated, but changed, and that in a due and orderly Way, 
by being made ſubject to an enlightened Underſtanding, than 
which there is nothing more Pleaſant and Natural to it. 


„ 


The Inferences from this Doctrine, I reduce to two Sorts; 
1. Cautionary, to prevent the miſuſing ſo great a Truth: 2. 
Directive, to draw forth ſome of the Seinen of it into Prac- 
tice: And of theſe, intermixedly and briefly, though capable 
of much Enlargement. In General, take Notice, that the 
Scope and Deſign of the Doctrine, is not to foſter remiſneſs 
in Duty, nor to countenance a ſtupid or Carnal Quiet: But, 
to ſet forth the Fulneſs, Freeneſs, and prevalent Efficacy of 
Divine Grace, with the Creature's Nothingneſs (as to any 
conſiderable Act) in this Matter. More particularly: 

Infer. 1. Preſume not your ſelf not intereſted in the Promiſe 
of Eternal Life, until you find in your ſelf thoſe neceſſary Evi- 
dential Qualifications of Faith and Regeneration : or at leaſt, 
a truly earneſt and reſtleſs Purſuit after them, I will not let 
Thee go, except Thou bleſs me, Gen, xxxii. 26. 

Infer. 2. not the Means be de ſpiſed, or lightly regarded, 
becauſe of themſelves not ſuficient to ſave, Where the Means 
are, the Loxp expects that Men ſhould uſe them; and we 
read not of any ſaved without, where they might be had. 

infer. 3, Let no Man fit ſtill in the Wilful or careleſs ne- 
glect of his Duty, pretending, that if Elected he ſhall ſurely 
be ſaved; if not, all he can do will not help him. Such a 
Diſpoſition argues a great Height of Pride, or Sullennefs of 
Spirit, and Enmity againſt God : Fly from it, as from Hell; 
for 'tis truly that Dearh waich Hell follows after : As on, the 
contrary, ye can hardly have a more hopeful Symptom of 

your State, than a ſerious Attendance upon Gon in his Way. 


And 


of Effectual Calling. 219 
And in — know your Election, begin at the right 
End; give all _— to make your Calling ſure; and the 
certainty of your Election will fall in upon it. 

Infer. 4. Take Notice from the Import and Tenor of the 
contrary Doctrine, what ſtanding need and uſefulneſs there 
is of thoſe often repeated Cautions, to try the Spirits; ſearch 
the Scriptures, ate Heed how you hear; and not to be led by fair 
Shews in the Fleſh. The more ſmooth and pleaſing Notions 
are to the carnal Ear, the more to be ſuſpected, and throughly 
examined before they paſs. Let the drift of the Law and 
Teſtimony determine the Queſtion; and that will tell you, 
thoſe Doctrines are not to be held guiltleſs, that cry up that 
Excellent Creature Man; with the Strength and Capacity of 
natural Reaſon, the ſufficiency of Free-1/71! Grace; power of 
Improvement, (and truly I know not what, for they are not 
after the Pattern of wheleſome Words) making Theſe the 
great Hinge whereon the Deſign, that glorious Def n, of 
Grace in Elgin, the Mediation of Caur13T, and the HoLyY 
Gnosr's Operations, muſt all hang and move; yea, be fru- 
ſtrate too, and come to nothing; except the Reaſon of Man 
will dethrone itſelf, and ſubmit to that which it reckons Foo- 
liſhneſs. Godlineſs is a. Myſtery *, and a great one, tis a Spi- 
ritual Myſtery; which it could not be ſaid to be, if Reaſon 
could comprehend it. With all your Care and Circumſpec- 
tion, fly from that dangerous Quickfand, which the Jes 
ſank into and periſhed + : And how many in our Days, are 
in Danger of it! It hath ſlain its Thouſands, for other ſingle 
Tens. As Preventive of this, I would put in a Threefold 
Memorial. Ge 

1. That there is a Spec:fick difference between Moral Vir- 
tues and Divine, or Holineſs of Truth. True Holineſs has 
all Morality in it; but all that is called Moral, may be without 
true Holineſs, nor will ever riſe to it; ſublimation does not 
vary the Kind, Holineſs muſt have a Root of its own : He 
that beſt knew the Nature of "Things, and what may be made 
of them, affirms it as rational to think otherwiſe, as to expect 
Figs from Thiſtles f. That they proceed from ſeveral Heads, 
appears from their feveral Ends. What riſes from the divine 
Nature, directs its Courſe towards Gop, and ceaſes not until 
it arrive at Him, and what riſes in Self, terminates there; as 

24 a Circle, 


* 1 Tim. iii. 16. + Rom. ix. 31, 32. 7 Matt. vii. 16. 
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a Circle, whereſoever it begins, there it ends, fetch it never 
ſo far a Compaſs. Paul was a Moraliſt of no ordinary Size, 
his often quoting it, ſhews the Eſteem he once had of it: But, 
when it pleaſed Gop to reveal his SON in him , he counts it 
all but Dung +; which he would not have done, had the new 
Creatyre ſprung out of the Old: But, thus far he was, when 
he knew better Things, from his former Fondneſs, and fo 
ſhall we. Thiak not, therefore, to find in yourſelves the 
Materials of Gofpel holineis, or to raiſe them out of the Nuft 
of your natural Endowments; Which, tho' of good Uſe in 
their Place, will not bear of the right Kind t, till headed 
by the ingraſted Ward $. He that thinks todraw ſaving Graces 


out of Natural Principles, does but ſpin out his Bowels to 


die in his own Web. 
2. You may not think to obtain ſpecial Grace, upon your 
Improvement of that which is Common: He that does, builds 
on a wrong Foundation, and is yet under a Covenant of 
Works; under which no Man was ever ſavod, or ſhall be |, 


This was the Caſe with thoſe tobe followed after the Law of 


Righteouſneſs, and did not attain to it: What was it that hinder- 
ed? They ſought it as it were by the Noris of the Lau : And 
yet the Gentiles, who ſought it not, attained it Where 
note, by the Way, that thoſe who do net at all ſeek after 
Righteouſnefs and Life, are as likely to ſpeed, as thoſe who 
ſel: it unduly; that is, by Works of their own. In vain is 
Salvation looked for from the Hills of Natural Freedom, Free- 
Mil- Grace, Human Improvements, or whatever elſe is of 
higheſt Efteem with Men: None in ſuch Danger of being 
broke off, that is, of loſing That they profeſs and ſeem to 
have, as Thoſe who are high-minded, who ſtand on their Terms, 
and will not yield without taking their Baggage with them: 
It was the very ſame with thoſe Carnal Jews, V have Abra- 
ham ta our Father; Were never in Bondage to any Man ++; And 
are Me alſo Blind $4? If thy Carnal Heart hath been hanker- 
ing that Way, and is now brought off, Bleſs the Lord for 
it; remember the Danger thau haſt eſcaped, and come no 
more Fhere: And bear in thy Heart, as a Frontlet between 
thine Eyes, that good Word recorded in Feremy, which ſhews 


the 


Gal. i, 15, 16. + Phil. iii. 9. 1 Matt. xii. 33. { Jam. i. 
21. || Gal. iii. 10. 1 Rom, ix. 3:, 32, ** Rom. ix, 30, 
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the Danger of making Hab thine Arm, and the Bleſſedneſs of 
Truſting only in the Loxp “. And this, I verily think, is 
the Cauſe that ſome, who have made a fair Pro , do fall 
off and wither; they make the Promiſes of Grace Conditional, 
and the Efficacy of them to depend upon their Free-Wil"; 
diſpoſe, and treat them accordingly, Such Faith is but of 
Human Extract; it is of Men, and therefore it comes to 
nought; whereas, if it were of God, it could not be over» 
thrown +. * 

4. The Human Wiſdom is no competent Judge in this 
Matter. Ye may as well try Metals on a Brick- bat, or judge 
of Colours by Moon-light, as of Sprrztual Things by Natural 
Reaſon; they are above it, though not contrary to it: Nor 
will the Clearneſs of Light without, help in this Caſe; high- 
noon and Midnight are both alike to one that was born blind; 
the Light of the Sun, if ſevenfold, would but more dazzle 
the Sight that is not adapted for it. Divine Things are not 
viſible but by an Organ ſuitably diſpoſed; in the Want of 
which, the Scripture it ſelf is too oft perverted ; and the Let- 
ter of it ſet up to obliterate its Meaning. The very Diſciples 
of CHRIST knew not the Scriptures, but as He opened their 
Under/landing t, and ſhone into it: And enabled by this, they 
looked upon and handled the Word of Life as fuch 71 they 
beheld His Glory, the Glory as of the only begotten Son of the Fa- 
THER ||; when at the ſame time, the Learned Scribes, with 
all their Moral and Literal Endowments, ſaw no fuch Thing ; 
but counted Him a Deceiver, and one Poſſeſſed . The Things 
of Gop knoweth na Man but the SIR IT of Gop, and He to 
whom the SPIRIT will Reveal them: But, the Natural Aan, 
while ſuch, receiveth net the Things of the SP1RIT : They are 
Fooliſhneſs to him +4; Neither can he kngw them, becauſe they 
are Spiritually diſcerned, and not otherwiſe, But, he that ts 
Spiritual, endued with Power from on High Ms re all 
Things; yet He Himſelf is Judged of no Men SF ; No Unſpiri- 
tual Man underſtands him, nor his Principles; tis a new Name 
which no Man knows but he that hath it IJ. Hence they are 
called Unintelligible Notions ; and what will this Babler ſay ® 


when 


* ſer. xvii. 5, 6, 7. + Acts v. 38. t 1 John v. 20. and Luke 
xxiv. 45. 9 1 Johni.1. || John i. 14. © John vii. 12, 20, 
** 1 Cor. ii. 14. ++ 1 Cor. i. 18, 19. and Heb, i. 5, r Luke 
xxiv. 49. {FF 1 Cor. ii. 15. % Rev. ii. 17. 
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when he preached Ixsus and the Reſurrettion of the Dead. 
And for this Cauſe, the Apoſtle ſtill prays for thoſe he writes 
unto, That GoD would give them the —- of Wiſdom and Re- 
velation, and enlighten the Eyes of their Underſtanding +: Where 
note, that one of the great Things they were to diſcern, was, 
The Exceeding Greatneſs of the Divine Power put forth in them 
that believe t; And, that they might abound in Knowledge, and 
in all Judgment; and this, that they might approve Things that 
are excellent $; (or try Things that differ, as the Margin hath 
it.) So, for the Colaſſians; He ceaſeth not to pray for them, that 
they might be filled with the Knowledge of his Will, in all Wiſdom 
and Spiritual Underſtanding l. Which Scriptures plainly im- 
rt that there is not in every Man this Knowledge; nor yet 
enough in the 5%: For, why ſhould he pray fo ſolemnly for 
that which is Common, or eaſily obtained? So then, Wiſdom 
is the Principal Thing J, and it muſt be Wiſdom from 
Above **, without which the Mind is not good, nor capable 
of right Judgment, however garniſhed with Human Habili- 
ments: But endued with th:s, thoſe other will be ſerviceable 
Handmaids ; if the Eye be ſingle, the whole Body ſhall be full 
of Light. Thoſe Ir Lights are yet of Uſe, and may ſerve 
to Rule the Night, which they were made for, but when the 
Day-ftar is up, they vaniſh; then thoſe Wild Beaſts of Hu- 
man Abilities, lie dewn in their Dens, and Man goes forth 
to his Work ++, with another kind of Skill and Power than 
ever he had before, and with better Succeſs. Therefore get 
* and with all thy getting, get Underſtanding tt: Tis a 
ell-fpring of Life to him that hath it &: The Image of Gop 
and Eternal Life begin here [. The firſt Step towards it, is 
your Senſe of its want; He that thinks He knows any Thing, 


s nothing yet as he ought to know CC. The more ye know in 


Truth, the deeper Senſe ſhall ye have of your ſcanty Attain- 
ments. He that will be wiſe, let him become a Fool (in his own 
Sight) that he may be wiſe*+. Whom Gop will teach Knowledge, 
and make to underſland Doctrine; He weans from the Milk, and 
draws from the Breaſts t, of their Mother-Wit and Carnal 

Underſtanding 


Ats xvii. 18. + Eph. i. 17, 18. f Ver. 19. { Phil. i. q, 
10. || Col. i. 9. 1 Prov. iv. 7. ** Jam, iii. 17, ++ Pſalm 
civ. 22, {+ Prov. iv. 7. ( Prov. xvi. 22. ||| John xvii. 3. 
Col. iii. 10, 11 1 Cor. viii. 2, *+ 1 Cor. iii. 18. f Ila. 
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Underſtanding. Your next Step is, to ſeek Wiſdom where 'tis 
to be had, viz. at the Fountain-head, the FATHER of Light,. 
He that thinks to obtain of himſelf (a Phraſe too much in 
uſe with ſome) goes to a wrong Door; and is but as likely to 
ſpeed, as a Beggar that aſketh an Alms of himſelf: And hence 
it is, that in ſo many Seekers, there are ſo few that find. 
When Solamon, from a ſenſe of his Childhood in Knowled 
ſought Wiſdem of Gop, he obtained it; when of himfelf, 
tho” better ſtocked than before, he failed; I ſaid I willbe Wiſe, 
but it was far from me : He ſeemed, at this turn, to be of 
the Free-Mill Perſuafion, and he ſped accordingly. He there- 
fore puts upon this Courſe a Mark gf Ignominy; He that 
truſteth to his own Heart is a Fool tf. - I heartily wiſh it may 
not be ſaid to any among us, Thy l iſdom and thy Knowledge, 
it hath perverted thee. And having once got this Spiritual 
Faculty, preſerve it like Fire upon the Altar, let it never go 
out || : And for your growth in it, live up to what you know 
He that will do his Will, ſhall know of his Doctrine ©. 

Infer. 5. If the Divine Power be fo abſolutely Neceſlary ; 
then reſt not on Means or Miniſtry, tho' the beſt; Uſe them 
as Means, but ftill have your Eye towards that Power and 
Grace which alone can make them Effectual. Eliſba ſmote 
the Waters with Elijab's Mantle; but, it was the Gop of 
Elyah thay — them hither and thither, to make a Way 
over **. en rolled the Stone from Lazarus's Grave, but 
CHRIST was He who brought Lazarus forth ++: So, the Mi- 
niſter preaches CarisT ; but 'tis Gop only that᷑ gives an Un- 
derſtanding to know Him. Our Buſineſs is, to mind our 
Duty, and to have our Faith in Gop, as the principal Part 
of it: For, He it is, who is both the Mater of our Plaiſter, 
and the Layer of it on; who alſo doth influence and manage 
it for us, from firſt to laſt; He is both Author and Finiſber 1; 
It is Go that worketh all in all FT. 

Infer. 6. In looking over the ſeveral Parts of this 
Work, and Parties concerned about it; let not the Grace of 
JEsus ChRISTH be over-looked; nor let it be lightly conſider- 
ed, how little, indeed leſs than nothing, you or I have done to 
induce or help it on. See how manifeſtly our LoxD and 
REDEEMER 


* James i. f. + Eccleſ. vii. 23. f Prov. xxviii. 26. 6 Iſa, 
xlvii. 10. || Lev. vi. 13. T John vii. 27. ** 2 Kings ii. 14. 
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Repeemer approves Himſelf the Good 1 He is not 
fatisfied to ſend his Servants, but he goes Himſelf, and ſuch 
is his Care and Love to our Souls, that He leaves no place 
unſearched; ran es the Briars and Thick ts; baulks neither 
Mountains nor Valleys; no not the Valley of the ſhadow of 
Death; nay, He knows, that there He's moſt like ly to meet 
them, and refts Him not until He has found. He doth, as 
it were, forget the Ninety and Nine of his very Sheep, that 
are already brought in, (yet ſo, as not to leave them without 
a good Guardian;) and all to fetch in a Stragler: Which 
baving found, He doth not yet think it found, *till He have 
it at home in the Fold. It is not enough with Him, to move, 
argue, perſuade, threaten ; and if they will not comply, let 
them take their Courſe, and feed on the Fruit of their Does: 
His Mercies are not like our Free- ill Mercies, to ourſelves : 
To fee them but deeper plunged by all He hath done for them, 
would not be to ſee of the T ravel of his Soul and be ſatisfied. 
But, if all this will not do, (and He knows it will not) He 
apprchends his loit Sheep, (as he did Manaſſeh and Paul, or as 
an Officer does a Fugitive) lays it on his Shoulders, and brin 
it home; which plainly ſhews the Sheep's Averſeneſs to re- 
turn: For, if it would either ad or drive, the Shepherd 
would not trouble Himſelf to bear it on his Back. O that 
the Love and Faithfulneſs of CarisT might have its Weight 
on our Hearts, to love Him highly, and ourfelves only for 
His Sake, who ſaves us, at firſt, againſt our Wills, in Ning 
us from our Self-willedneſs; and ſo, making us willing to be 
ſaved indeed 

Infer, 7. If all that pertains to Salvation, be given in Right 
of Election; then let every Soul that ſeeks for ipiritual Gifts, 
and would be ſure to ſpeed, apply himſelf to Electing Love; 
and let all your Thankfulneſs for all that you have, or hope 
for, be referred to that Love: For, That is the Rock out of 
which they are hewen, the Fountain and Spring from whence 
they procecd. See the Bounty and Nobleneſs of it! Electing 
Love not only provides your Home, but ſends you Waggon: 
and Proviſion for the Way: Regard not your Stuff; whatever 
you have of your awn, be it good, or be it bad; For, the Good 
of all the Land is yours. Make mention of nothing that is 
properly thine, except the Greatneſs of thy Sins, as * 4 3 

e 


* Plalm xxv. 11. 


c 4 328 


/ Effeflual Calling. 226 
The Power of Indwelling Corruption, as Paul * ; thy inabi- 
lity to ſerve Him, as Joſhua and Jeremy 4; That without 
Faith thou canſt not pleaſe Gob, nor give Glory to Him; 
that without Holineſs thou canſt not ſhew forth his Virtues, 
nor anſwer the End for which He hath cheſen thee : And fi- 
nally, that thou canſt be ſanctified by that Will only, which 
wills thy Sanctification g. 

When Moſes would prevail for the Gracious Preſence of 
God with that Peeple, what does he plead for it? Remember 
(ſays he) this Nation is thy People; and wherein ſhall it be known, 
that I and thy People have found Grace in thy Sight? Is it noti 
this, that Thou goeft with us & Here you fee, he makes Gop 
Preſence with them, an Evidence of his having Choſen them; 
and from his chuſing them, he draws an Argument why he 
ſhould be with them. Moſes durſt not ſay, * They are a B. u. 
* that keep thy Commands; They are Perſons of a very honeſt, in- 
© genuous Diſpoſition (as ſome ſpeak) A tradable Sort of Men, 
© that have complied with Thee, and better improved thy Favours 
© than their Neighbours have dune; therefore own them, and 
* with them: No, but Conſider, I pray ther, that they are thy 
People; thou haſt choſen them above all People I; and therefore 
= with them above the Rate of thy Dealing with other 

en. 

In like Manner, having received any ſpecial Favour from 
Goo, ſacrifice not to your better Deſervings; but as Daniel, 
who, tho' a Man of ſingular Wiſdom, yet ſays he, This Secret 
is not revealed to me, for any Wiſdom that I have more than any 
living J. Thus alſo we find David deporting himſelf, when 
Nathan brought him that 1 Meſſage from God, how 

eat Things He would do for him and for his Houfe ; what 

des David put it upon? Thou LoD Gop Fuste thy Ser- 
vant ; i. e. Thou knoweſt that I have done nothing which 
might move thee to this munificent Bounty: But, for thy 
Ward's Sake, and according to Thine own Heart, Thou haſt done 
all theſe great Things ** ; This is the Voice of the Man after 
God's own Heart. 

Again, Suppoſe you have done any ſignal Service for Gop 
retire into Self- abaſement, and magnify Gob that Ze was 


pleaſed 


* Rom, vu. + Jolh. xxiv. 19, Jer; i. 6. 1 Heb. . 10. 
& Exod. xx 11. 12 16. f Deut. X. 13. ＋ Dan, ii. 39. * 4 
Sam. vii. 30, 21, | 
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pleaſed to vouchſafe you that Honour. Thus alſo did David 
when ſetting his Affection to the Houſe of Gop, he had ga- 
thered that huge incredible Maſs of Treaſure for the building 
of it: He wanders not ſo much at his having gotten it, (tho 
that might well be wondered at); as that he had an Heart fo 
freely to devote it to that ſacred Uſe, Who am I (fays he) and 
what is my People, that we ſhould be able to offer thus willingly ? 
fer all Things are of thee*. He acknowledgeth their Willing- 
. to offer, to be as much of God, as the Offering itſelf, And 
aul having laboured more abundantly than all the Apoſtles, 
puts from himſelf the Honour of it; Nat J, but the Grace of 
GoD was with me +. | 
Three or Four Things, in ſeeking for ſpiritual Bleſſings, 
be ſure to keep ſtill in your Mind. 


1. That you muſt be nothing in your ſelf. New Wine is | 


not for Old Bottles; the Bottles muſt firſt be undone, and 
made up anew ; or elſe the Wine will be ſpilt, and the Bot- 
tles periſh 1. All your imaginary Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom, 
Strength, &c. muſt be parted from you; and 'tis as neceſ- 
—4 as to leave your Made Ground to build on the firm 

ock. 


2. That ſpiritual Bleffings are a Gift, and will not admit 


of any Plea which may ſeem to make them Wages. Lazarus 


loved CHRISH, yet would not his Siſters uſe that as their Ar- 
gument; but, Loxn, he whom Thou loveft is Sickh. What 


the Scripture holds forth as a Motive with Gop, That you 


may plead, and that's his NAME: And indeed, nothing elſe 
is pleadable at the Throne of Grace. Eſteem not your ſelf 
the better for what you may carry with you: Think not to be 
accepted becauſe of your Prof: it is not your Money ||, nor 
your dowble Money in your Hand, that will fetch you Corn 
from Above, tho” it may from Egypt : Silver and Gold, your 
own Works and Worthineſs, are of no Value at the Mint of 
Free-Orace; but there it is, and thence ye muſt have whatever 
may render you welcome at the Court of Heaven. 
not over folicitous how you ſhall ſpeed; nor think you 
ſhall fare the worſe for coming in ſo tattered and pitiful a Con- 
dition. Free-Grace is Compaſſionate, rich, bountiful : You 
are not the leſs welcome becauſe you bring Nothing: The beſt 
ualification 


1 Chr. xxix. 14. + 1 Cor. xv. 16, f Matt. ix. 17. { John 
i. 3. II. lv. 1. John vii. 37. 
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ualification is to find your ſelf ill- qualified, empty, hungry 
— naked, blind, miſerable. Blotting Love 5 provided 
enough, and more: Not Bread and Water only (tho' theſe are 
very welcome to an hungry and thirſty Soul;) but Vine and 
Milk, Wine on the Lees, a Feaſt of Fat Things *; Not Aprons 
made of Fig-leaves or Coats of Beaſts-ſeins ; but long Robes 9 

Linen, fine and white + ; not Money made of Leather, or 
Metal, that would burthen one to carry a Month's Proviſion 
of it; but Geld, and of that the fineſt, and tryed in the Fire ; 
which hath nothing of Droſs or Cankering Ruſt adhering to 
it. And if thou have but /;ztle, look on that little as an Earn- 

of more; to him that hath ſhall be given: Altho* thou be but 
* Flax, he will not quench thee d. But to make ſure this 
important work ; 

4. Be ſure you leave not out your Mediator, the Loxp Je- 
sus CHRIST. Elefting Love doth all in Him, and fo muſt 
you: Aſk all in his Name, and then ſay, LorD, He is wor- 
thy for wheſe Sake thou ſhouldeft do this. And wathal, take heed 
of Patching; join not Law and Grace together, leſt the Rent 
be made worſe : The Righteouſneſs wherein you muſt appear 
before GoD, is not made up of divers Sorts and Pieces, partly 
his and partly your own; but a ſeamleſs Veſture, wrought 
throughout of one kind of Subſtance, and by one Hand : In 
this you may approach with Boldneſs, and touch the Top of 
the golden Scepter. 

Infer. 8. Having ſo firm and impregnable a Rock to Found 
your Faith upon; why ſhould the greateſt of Difficulties, 
even the Power of inbred Corruption, diſcourage any Soul 
from caſting it ſelf upon Electing Love; as that which is per- 
fectly able, and the very Deſign of it is, to ſubdue Iniquity, 
as well as to pardon it? It choſe us, not becauſe we were, or 
would be Holy, but that we might be ſo\|: And to that End, 
undertakes the whole of our Work for us. It is between us 
and Sin, as it was between Iſrael and the Canaanites; until 
the LoRD began to drive they did not ſtir; they were Giants, 
too big for Graſhoppers to deal with; had Iron Chariots, and 
Cities walled up to Heaven; and yet that Company of Graf- 
hoppers turned them out; and this, becauſe the LoR D who 
gave then that Land, was in the Head of them; He — a 


Ia. xvv. 6, + Rev. xix. 8. Rev. iii. 18. 5 Ifa. xlii. 3. 
Eph. i. 4. 
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fore them, and cut their Way for them: While He drove, 
they were driven; when He ceaſed, the Work ſtood ſtill *; 
nay, his own People were routed and put to the worſe +. 
And we ſhall find both Aoſes and Joſhua ftill uſing Argu- 
ments fetched from the Covenant that Gop had made with 
them, by which always they were ſupported. Let us do like- 
wiſe, make Election our All: our Bread, Water, Munition of 
Rocks, and whatever elſe we can ſuppoſe to want: Here we 
are ſure of Supply and Safety; tis a Tower that's really walled 
up to Heaven; a never to be emptied Cloud of Manna, and a 
acob”s Well that's never dry: 1 is deep indecd, and you have 
nothing (of your own) te * with; yet be not diſheartened; 
ſtay by it, and the Well itſelf ſhall rife up to you x, rather 
than you ſhall want. 

Infer. . Having done all you can, and in the midſt of your 
doing, walk humbly, as living on another's Bounty, Aſſume 
not to your ſelf, but aſcribe the whole of your Salvation, and 
of all | Conducements thereto, to El#:ng Grace, and han 
on that Root alone: Even Faith itſelf, as it is the Believer's 
Act, is not to be reſted in, nor to ſhare in this Glory. We 
may ſay of Faith, as he to Fælix, whom Cæſar ſet over them, 
by thee we enjoy much Quietneſi, but the Honour chiefly belonged 
to Cægar who gave them that Governor. Give unto Faith its 
due; — and in all Places, the Benefits you have by it, 
with all — F; For it does you many good Offices, 
and you cannot in li 
let Grace be above it; For that's the Potentate which puts Faith 
in that Capacity, and maintains it there: and the Truth is, 
true Faith is beſt pleaſed with its own Place. To this End 
the Lord tells his People, it was not their Sword, nor therr 
Bow, that drove out their Enemies: But, ſay ſome, it was 
the Sword and Bow which God put into their Hands, and 
which they manfully employed: No, Gop will not have Men 
arrogate ſo much to themſelves; but to acknowledge, it is GoD 
that ſubdues our Enemies under us |. The People with Gideon 
He reckons tea many to give the Midianites into their Hands; 
Why? leſt they thoul vaunt themſelves againſt Him N. 
Faith, and other Graces, are mighty only through Gop : As 
they are his N orimanſbip, ſo tis He only can keep them going, 

(as a 


* Pfal. xliv. 2, 3. Exod. xxiii. 23. + Joſh. vii. 4. f Numb. 
XX1. 17. F Acts xxiv. 2, 3. || Plal. Ix, 12. 1 Judg. vii. 2, 


ve without it, only in the Throne, 
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ty Hear "ling; fo neither, of thy ſelf, in carrying on the 
O 


the Strivings of che Saints are according to the workings bee 
in them *, A good Tree will bring forth mand Fruit; 

without Sun, Air, Dew, and other —— aly Indubibes, the 

if ſeparate from theſe, the Tree itſelf will die: So, without 
a continual Communication of Virtue from above +, the new 
Creature can neither A nor Live. Depend therefore on that 
Radical Grace (i. e. on the Gop of all Grace) for * 
and Actuating the Grace He hath given 

___ you know Gop; but of 2. you are ek on 
of Him. 

By this, I hope the Propoſition is made evident, with 
ſomething "of its " Uſefulneſs, viz. That whatever things are 
requiſite to Salvation, are given of Gop, to all the 
El:#, and wrought in them eff by his Divine P 
as a part of that Salvation to which they are appointed; 
are all contain'd in the Decree of Elefion. And 1 cannet 
but reckon it one, and that a Principal Part, of thoſe Works 
of Gop that ſtand for ever; and is fo perfect, that nothi 
can be taken from it, nor any thing added to it; and is a good 


Introduction into, yea, and Argument for, the final P 
rance of Believers. TR 


® Colo, i. 299, 1 Cant. iv. 16, 
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Of Perſeverance: 
O R, | 


The Invincible Progreſs of BELIEVERS 
in Faith and Holineſs. 


R the firmer Support and Comfort of his Peo- 
ple, (notwithſtanding the preſent Weakneſs of 


their Faith, and daily Infirmities of the Fleſh,) 
As alſo to allure — bring in Others, who are 
bhankering about the Door, or yet in the High” 
ways and Hedges, it hath pleafed the Holy and Only Wiſe 


Gop, to indulge us with plain and poſitive Aſſurance of the 
certain Continuance and going on, of all who have once be- 
lieved and received the Grace of Gop in truth, Albeit that 
1 concerned in this Aſſurance attain not to it. That 
Faith and Holineſi do inſeparably follow Election, is ſhewn be- 
fore: Our Buſmeſs now is to ſhew, that Faith and Holineſs 
are of an abiding Nature, and ſhall never be loſt: And this 
is that we call PERSEVERANCE, which being the Crown 
and Glery of all the former Points, and that which ſecures to 
us the Comforts arifing thence, being alſo as much impugned 
as any of T hoſe, the Proof and Confirmation thereof 1s ap- 
parently TTeceſſary, and tend ing to Profit. And I truft, it 
ſhall not only appear that the Doctrine is True, but alſo re- 
pleat with Arguments promotive of Holineſs, by which the 
contrary Opinion will beſt be cantradicted : For, ſo it is, in 
the Wiſdom of Gop, that every Truth has that in it, which 
properly tends to its own Defence and Eſtabliſhment. Tis 
the Property of Men truly wiſe, to enterprize only attainable 

| | Things, 
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Things, and Things worthy their Wiſdom, as alfo, ſo to 
frame and model the Meant, as not to miſs their Intent: 
Much more muſt it become, and be incumbent upon Him 
who is Wiſdom itſelf, ſo to do. If then the ultimate End of 
all Things is the 2 Gop ; and the ſecond Great End, 


the Salvation of His Choſen; it may well be concluded, that 
the propereſt Means for Attainment are pitched upon; and 
thoſe, ſuch as will compaſs His End. Hence alſo we may be 
ſatisfied, that all intermediate Occurrences (however improper 
in their own Nature, and caſual to us) were all fore-appointed 
of Gop, and that by a Decree moſt wiſe and fixed; and con- 
ſequently are, and ſhall be, fo diſpenſed and over-ruled, as 
not to hinder, but help on, and bring about, the thing prin- 
cipally deſign'd: which therefore ſhall not cant miſcarry, 
nor be finally defeated. However, therefore, Men of corrupt 
Minds may ftumble at the Word, change the Truth of Gop 
into a Lye, and turn his Grace into Laſciviouſneſs; and ſome 
others, not of Deſign, but by Miſtake, and Unacquainted- 
neſs with the true State of the Queſtion, may diſapprove and 
object againſt it: Yet may not the Truth be diſcarded, nor 
its Friends ſhy to own it; but ſtrive the more induſtriouſly, 
by their Sobriety, Meekneſs, Holineſs, and all good Fruits, 
to make the World know, that to the Pure all Things are pure; 
while to other Men, through the Impurity of their own Spi- 
rits, all Things are defiled and turned into Sin; and in par- 
ticular, that the Doctrine of God's unchangeable Love to His 
Choſen, and their endleſs abiding therein is no Way an Inlet or 
Encouragement to Sin, or Remiſneſs in Duty; but the moſt 
powerful Strengthener againſt Apoſtacy, moſt effectual 
Duickener to Goſpel - Obedience. 

The Subſtance of what I intend lies in this Propoſition: 


Viz. 


That all and every one of God's Elect, being once 
and Believing, are and fhall be invincibly carried on, to the 
perfect Obtainment of Bleſſeineſs and Glory. 


Towards the Evidencing of this Truth : 

1. Let us take in Things of a lower Conſideration than 
that of eternal Salvation, and obſerve how thoſe Perſons, 
formerly inftanced, being deſtined of God to eminent Service 
in the World, were carried N and that compleatly, 

2 to 
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to the End of their Work; notwithſtanding the greateſt of 
Difficulties and natural Impoffibilities, which ſtood in the 
Way to obſtruct it: By which will appear the certain Ea 
of Gop's Purpoſes; and will contribute not a little to illuſ- 
trate the Point in Hand. 


1. I begin with Abraham's Seed. In Gen, xii. 7. the Land 
of Canaan is given them by Promiſe: Iſaac, in whom this 
Seed ſhould be called, was not yet born; nor yet, until both 
his Parents were paſt Age. To help this, the Lord brings 
back the Sun many Degrees; makes it a new Spring Time 
with them, and gives them Iſaac + When Iſaac was married, 
his Wife proves Barren: After Twenty Years waiting, the 
Lord, in Anſwer to Prayer, gives her Conception 1. Yom 
two Children they had; the Elder of which the Lox p rejects Q, 
and the other, to whom the Promiſe belong d, in Danger every 
Day to be kill'd by his Brother, and ſo the Line of the Pro- 
miſe in Danger of failing |. Jacob, to ſave his Life, flies to 
Padan- Aram J. There Laban deals hardly with him *; and 
when he made homewards, follows him with evil Intent: 
But the Lord in a Dream takes him off ff. No ſooner is 
he eſcap'd from him, but Eſau comes againſt him with four 
hundred Men, full bent to revenge the old Grudge tt: The 
Loxp turns his Heart in a Moment, and melts him into Bro- 
therly Affection; that inftead of deſtroying Facob, he proffers 
himſelf to be his Guard and Convoy FF. hen S:meon and 
Levt had ſo highly provok'd the Canaanites, that it was a T hou- 
ſand to One but they would come and cut off Facob's Family 
at once , the Lot D cauſes a Terror to fall upon them, that 
they do not ſo much as look after them g. When a ſeven 
Years Famine was coming on the Land, (likel _ to 
eat up poor Jacob and his Houſe) the Lon n by a — ro- 
vidence ſends a Harbinger to make Proviſion for them ia 
Egypt *+. When oppreſlef! by the Egyptians, and all Means 
uſed to deſtroy them, and that both with Craft and Cruelty, 
the Lord fo orders the Matter, that the more 2 were op- 
preſſed, the faſter they grew *t; and by an high Hand 2 

em 
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them out at laſt, In the Wilderneſs, they carry themſelyee 
as unworthily towards Gon, as ever People did; doing at 
that in them lay to cut off the Intail of that good Land, by 
their Unbelief, and daily repeated Rebellions; infomuch that 
the Lord threatens to diſpoſſeſs them: But, for his Promiſe - 
fake made with Abraham, withdraws his Hand, and ſpares” 
them. I might inſtance alſo the great Streights/and Dangers 
they were in at the Red-Sea, which the Loxp divided for - 
them: Afterwards for Want of Water, which He brings 
them out of a Rock: Then for Bread, which alfo He gives 
them from Heaven: How they were denied Paſſage by /ome,. 
and Way-laid by others; and yet carried on and dehvered: 
And at laft, how the Lok p drove out thoſe Giants, whom 
they deſpaired of overcoming; and fo gave them the Land in 
P on, according to his Promiſe Hundreds of Years be- 
fore: There failed not ought of any good thing the LoRD had pro- 
miſed: It all tame to paſs *. | 
2. Foſeph. Little 7o pb is one the LoRp will honour; 
which in feveral Dreams He intimates to him +: His Brethren 
therefore hate him; and to fruſtrate his Dreams, which ſigni- 
fied their Subjection to him, they conſpire to kill him : And 
how ſhall Zo/eph eſcape? They are Ten to One, and he the 


leaft, Reuben, who being the Eldeſt, was moſt concerned, 


in Point of Honour, to hinder Joſeph's Advancement: He 
relent at the very Motion of making him away; and 
out of Reſpe& to his Father, ſhall deliver him M Well, 
though they will not preſently kill him, they'll caft him into 
a Pit, where, in all Likelihood he muſt periſh ; But, in the 

Providence of Gor, the [ſhmaelite Merchants paſs by 
in the very Inftant, e er any wild Beaſt ſhall have found him, 
or his Brethren determin'd worſe againſt him |: To them 
they fell him, and by them he is brought into Egypt, far 
enough out of Jacob's Enquiry, and fold to the Captain of 
Pharaoh's Guard, a Perſon likely enough to deal roughly with 
him, But here the Loxd owns him; and to bring him into 
Favour, makes all that he doth to proſper : Which Ris Mafter 
obſerving, puts the Management of all his Eſtates into Fo- 


2 Hands 4. Now there's fair Hopes of his coming to 
on 


our: But how ſoon is it daſh'd! 7 being a ] 
Qs Jeſeph being Fr 
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Perſon, his laſcivious Miſtreſs tempts him to Folly ; which 
the Fear of Gop keeping him from, ſhe miſreports him to 
his Maſter, charging her own Wickedneſs upon him. Hereby 
Potiphar's Favour is loſt, and Joſeph caſt into Priſon, and. 
laid in Irons . Now all Hopes of Preferment are gone, and 
what will become of his Dreams? Yet ſtill the Counke! of 
the Lorxp, that ſhall ſtand; and this Downfal of T. 
ſhall prove another ſtep to his Riſing: And to make Way for 
it, two of Pharasb's —— ſhall fall under their Lord's 
Diſpleaſure, be put in Priſon, and committed to Joſeph's keep- 
ing: Here they ſhall Dream, 725 ſhall Interpret, and the 
Event ſhall anſwer it. Now the Day begins again to dawn 
n Toe „ and by the chief Butler's Reftorement, ſome 
Hopes of his Enlargement: But this again is ſoon overcaſt ; 
for the Butler forgat him t: Notwithſtanding all which, the 
Providences of Gop do ſtill purſue his Decree, and ceaſe not 
*till Jeſeph is Lord over Egypt, and his Brethren bow down 
before him . 5 
3. David. Gop promiſeth David to give him the King- 
dom, and anoints him to it 5d. What, notwithſtanding all 
ſible Interveniencies? Yes, for the Promiſe is abſolute : 
ath the Lord ſaid it, and ſhall He not do it? If therefaze 
Saul caſt a Javelin at him, unſuſpected, to nail him to the 
Wall; a Sharpneſs of Eye, and Agility of Body, ſhall be 
given him to diſcern and avoid it J. If he determine Evil 
againſt him, Jonathan ſhall advertiſe him of it C. If he ſend 
Meſſengers to Naioth to apprehend him; they ſhall forget their 
Errand, and fall a Prophecying: And if He ſend others, and 
athers after them, they ſhall to likewiſe; yea, Saul himſelf 
ſhall turn Prophet for a Day and a Night together, that Da- 
vid might have time to eſcape *. If he be in a City that 
will betray him, and not a Friend among them to adviſe him 
of it, the Lox D Himſelf will be his Intelligencer, and ſend 
him out f. If Saul's Army have encompaſſed him, and no 
way left to eſcape; the Philiflines ſhall invade the Land, and 
Tidings ſhall come in the very Inſtant, and take him off tt. 
Ik an 5 do encamp againſt bim, he'll not be afraid I : my 
0 
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67 The Lonp hath made an Abſolute Promiſe; and thete- 
fore, if no help on Earth, He ſhall ſend from Heaven, and {ave 
me *, Yea, David's wavering at times, and the weaknets of 
his Faith, ſhall not hinder it; and the Reaſon of all was this, 
the Lok p took him to be Ruler over his People, and therefore He 
was with him whereſoever he went +. 

4. N. A Child ſhall be born in the Houſe of David, 

12 y name, who ſhall offer the Bones of Ferobaams 

rieſts upon his Altar f. If, therefore, Athaliah determine 
to deſtroy all the Seed- Royal, Joaſb ſhall be ſtolen from among 
the reſt, and reſerv'd 8; and by him David's line ſhall be con- 
tinued: And Hezekiah, though fick unto Death, he ſhalt not 
die, but be healed, as it were, by a Miracle; and fifteen 

Years added to his Life, rather than Manaſſeh, who muſt be 
Tofiah's Grandfather ſhall be unborn |. 

F. Paul. Paul was a _ Veſſel, appointed to preach 
CHr1sT to the Gentiles, and at laſt, to bear Witneſs of him 
at Rome: And this muſt be done, although Bonds, Impriſon- 
ments and Death it ſelf, do attend him in every Place. If. 
therefore, they lie in wait for him at Damaſcus, and watch 
the Gates Night and Day, to kill him, he ſhall be let down 
by the Wall in a Baſket, and fo eſcape them J. If all Fera- 
ſalem be in an uproar to kill him; the Chief Captain ſhall 
come with an Army, and reſcue him , though no Friend 
to Paul, nor to his Cauſe, If more than forty Men have 
bound themſelves with an Oath, that they will neither eat nor 
drink, *till they have killed him; his Kinſman ſhall hear of 
it, and by his means, the Chief Captain ſhall be his Friend 
again, and grant him a ſufficient Convoy 4+; and this at- 

+ tempt ſhall be an Occaſion of ſending him to Rome, where. 
his laſt Teſtimony is to be given. If Jews and Gentiles make 
an aſſault together, to uſe him deſpitefully, and to ſtone him, 
he ſhall be aware of it, and by fleeing fave himſelf tt ; by 
which Means alſo the Goſpel ſhall be further ſpread. But, 
ſuppoſe he be left in their Hands, and they fo far prevail, as: 
to ſtone him, and drag him out of the Giry C then, ſure. 
his Work's at an end: No, all this ſhall not hinder, Death 


Q 4 it ſelf 
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it ſelf ſhall net ſeparate Paul from his Work. It is not his 
Fring Shipwrack, nor his be- 


Stories of him, andthe 


Ocher Inſtanees might be produced to the ſame effect; but 
by theſe we may take an Eſtimate of the thing under Proof, 
and rationally infer, that if the Lox o be fo — and punctual 
in performing his Word, touching theſe leſſer things, carrying 
on his Work thr ſuch a preſs of Natural Oppoſitions, 
much more will he be, in ſecuring. and bringing about the 
Eternal 1 75 of His Cheſen, that as He dealt by his People 
of old; bore them upon Eagles Wings , (above the reach 
of Danger) and kept them as the - of his Eye, with all poſ- 
fible Care and Tenderneſs, until 4 brought them to Him- 


fel + ; fo will He carry it towards his Elect, for He values the 


'orld but little, ſave with reſpect to them. ö 
2. Now for a more direct Proof of the Propofitian : Tho' 
two or three Witneſſes might ſuffice to Eſtabliſh it, yet, ſince 
the Scriptures do abound with Teſtimonies for it, (the Col- 
lection whereof may be very uſeful to us, for the help of our 
Faith in a time of a as alfo, to fortify our Souls 


inft the Aſſaults of ſuch as teach final Apoſtacy.) I ſhall 


hat enlarge in reciting them, with ſome of thoſe genu- 
ine Neductions that flow from them. In the Old Teſtament, 
are many Petitions and Reſolves made by Holy Men, which 
imports the Truth of this Doctrine, as, That the LorD will 
perfect that which concerns them: That Te will not forſake the 
Veri of his own Hands 1. That, He will guide them by his 
Counſels, and after receive them to Glory &, and that, in the 
mean time, none of their Steps ſhall flide || , and this, becauſe 
it is God that girds them with Streugth, and He will make their 
Way perfeft ©: (with abundantly more; as alſo in Paul's 
Epiſtles.) Jn every of which is implied a Promiſe of the 
© 0g genes for, er concluded upon: For, without ſuch a 
Prom 
given them down as Matter of Inſtruction to others. But, 


we know, they ſpake as they were moved by the Hol v 


Gos r; 


* Exod. xix, 4. + Deut. xxii. o. f Pſal. cxxxviii, 8, 
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they could not have done it in Faith, nor juſtly have 
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Gros ; who knowing the deep Things of Gop, what 
His Decree were, and what was contained in the ye off 
Eternal Life before the World t, drew out their Hearts to Be- 
lieve, and formed their Prayers accordingly. | | 

But, beſides theſe, we have many expreſs Promiſes 
Affirmations of it. In the tenth of Joby, our Savior fays, 
his Sheep fall never , ver. 28. which is, in effect, their 
Faith ſhall never fail ; for, ſafe . cannot be from periſhing, 
without the Securement of their Faith. Again, ſpeaking of 
the Spi of Holineſs which Believers receive from him, 
Jobn iv. 14. He faith expreſty, Wheſrever drinketh thereof, ſhall 
never Thirſt: But it ſhall be in him, a Well of Water inging. 
up to Everlaſting Life, then it ſhall not be dried up, Prov. x. 

. The Rigbteaus ſhall never be removed, i. e. They ſhall ne- 
ver fall back into their former State, and the Reafon is, he- 
cauſe the Way of the Lon is Strength to the Upright, v. 29. 
Whether by the Way of the LoxD be meant his Way or Man- 
ner of dealing with upright Perſons, which is, to increaſe their 
Strength, according to Fob xvii. 9. Or, of the Genuine Pro- 
perty of Gop's Ways, which is, to afford that Peace and 8a- 
tis faction to thoſe who walk in them, that they are daily more 
habituated and connaturalized to them, and eſtranged from 
all Ways elſe; they are both to the Purpoſe in Hand. Prov. 
xxiv. 19. A Juſl Man falleth ſeven times, and riſeth up again; 
he falls not ſo as to lie where he fell; he falleth not into Mi-. 
chief, as the Wicked doth: yea, he rather gets ground by his 
fall, as ver. 5. A Man of Wiſdom increaſeth Serengeh, from 
the Senſe of his own Weakneſs; he is led to Strength Ever- 
laſting, as was Paul, 2 Cor. Xii. 10. | 

Prov. xii. 21. There - ſhall no Evil happen to the Fuſt, then, 
not the greateſt and wortt of Evils, which is, to depart from 
the Living GOD: So, v. 3. The Root of the Righteous ſhall nat 
be moved; his Fruit may ſometimes be blighted, or blown off, 
and his Branches toſt with a Tempeſt; but ftill his Ret is 
where it was, his Life is hid, and free from all Commotion, 
and ſhall therefore renew both his Fruit and Branches; +2 
that truſleth in the Lox p ſhall not ceaſe from yielding Fruit f. 

Jer. xxxii. 40. 1 will put my Fear in their Hearts, that they 
ſhall not depart from Me. This, ſay ſome, is the Promiſe of 
affording them Means, but not of Effective the End; the re- 
tore 


* Pet. i. 21. + Tit. i. 2. T Jer. xvii. 7, 8. 
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fore ſee Chap. iii. 19. Thou ſhalt call me my Father, and ſhall 
not depart from me: And, this, becauſe He worketh Effectually 
in them that believe *; as at firſt in cauſing them to believe, ſo 
now in maintaining and perfefing their Faith. 

Pal. Ixxxiv. 11. The LorD withholdeth no god thing from 
them that walketh uprightly And if fo, then continuing to walk 
uprightly, ſhall not be withheld from them; which Deduction 
is alſo warranted by this; that the Righteous fhall hold on his 
May, and he that hath clean Hands ſhall be ſtronger and ſtranger t; 
as from Prov. iv. 18. The path of the Fuft is as the fhining light, 
which ſhineth more and more, unto the perfect day. And David 
further backs it, where from his preſent Faith, he concludes 
his future Progreſs, I have truſted, I ſhall not ſlide t; and this, 
becauſe the Lok heldeth his Soul in life, and ſuffereth not bis 
feet to be moved, Pal. Ixvi. . 


r= Mark xvi. 16. He that Believeth fball be ſaved: And Jahn 


xi. 26. l hefoever- liveth and Believeth in me, ſays CHRIS», 
ſhall never Die, i. e. He that once has Faith ſhall never loſe it: 
For to ſay, he ſhall keep it, if he do not loſe it, as ſome 
would give the Senſe, had been a comfortleſs and — No- 
tion, and injudicious way of ſpeaking. This is yet further 
confirmed by John v. 24. He that believeth is paſſed from Death 
to Life, and ſhall not come into Condemnation: The Reaſon of 
which is this, that their Faith is founded on a Rack; which 
Wind and Waves may beat and break themſelves againft ; but 
never the Rock it ſelf, nor That which is built upon it & He 
that trufleth in the Lord, is as Mount Zion, which cannot be re- 
moved ||: No, not ſo much as one of the Stakes of that Tabernacle 
ſpall be removed, and that for ever : They ſhall not be aſhamed nor 
1 World without End, Ifa. xlv. 17. 

t would very much allay that Superlative cauſe of rejoicing, 
that our Names are writ:en in Heaven, if poſſibly they might be 
blotted out again; fince we find in qurſelves fo great a proneneſs 
to revolt, which every one acquainted with his own Heart, 
muſt acknowledge: But we are ſure, __ would not propound 
to us a om round of Rejoicing ; for that kind of depen- 
dance, He is evermore calling us from. Believers are indeed 
ſometimes foil'd, but never overcome : Though they fall, and 
that ſeven times in a Day, as was faid, as often do they rife 


again: 
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Peter; Peter loſt ſome of his Chaff, 
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again: And 'tis no diſparagement to their Leader, Nay, tis 
the Glory of a General to give his Enemy Advantages, and 
take them again at his Pleaſure, to his Enemies greater Con- 
fuſion and Overthrow. Satan got 2 by his winnowing 

ic 


well might be 
ſpared, and the Tempter loſt many an after- advantage; For, 
the World of Believers have been the warier ever ſince. To 
this I ſhall only add that of the Holy Apoftle, in Rom. viii. 
He was perſwaded, that is, he was throu ſwayed in his 
Faith, to believe it for himſelf, and deliver it down to the Ages 
to come, as a Truth infallible, That neither Height nor Depth, 
nor any other Creature ſhall be able to ſeparate from the Love 
Gop which is in CHRIS JESUS our Lon, ver. 38, 39. He 
reckons up all that can be nam'd; and, left any thing might 
have flipt him, he brings in Height and Depth; as being thoſe 
two Extreams that take in All, and more than Men can think : 
And then reſolves, that even Theſe ſhall not be able to do it. 
And ſurely, if the Super-Celeſtial Height of Gop's Holineſs, 
nor the Infra-Infernal Depth of finful Sin, ſhall ſeparate from 
that-Day of Glory, which the Sons of Gop were predeſtinated 
to, and for which they were both made and redeemed, called 
into, and groan for, then are Believers Roundly fecur'd againſt 


Final Apoſtacy. 


3. A third fort of Evidence for Confirmation, are certain 
Arguments or Reaſons why the Saints muſt needs perſevere in 
Faith and Holineſs. 

By needs muſt I underſtand no other kind of Neceſſity, than 
well conſiſts with perfect Freedom ſuch as was upon Paul to 
preach the Goſpel, which was a Work he rejoiced in; and 
ſuch as was upon Jesus CRRIST to bring home his Sheep, 
and to lay down his Life for them; He muſt needs ſuffer, 
Acts xvii. 3. Ye, He was ftreightned till it was accompliſhed, 
Luke xii. 50. That it was written in his Heart, was no hin- 
drance to the freedom of his Will. | 

Arg. 1. The firſt Argument, in Proof of Perſeverance, is 
founded on the Saints Extract or Original, they are born of 
Gop *; and this hath the force of a double Argument. 

1. As GoD ts their Father and Eternal Root. Our Savior 
holds forth this Relation, as the Ground of our Faith in 
Prayer t; and He begins with it Himſelf, when He prays * 


P Jokn i. 13. + Matth. vi. 9. 
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his own Glory, and that his Diſciples might be ers of 
it ?: To the ſame End, He frequently uſeth that ftile of Fa- 
ther in the Goſpel of John; as taking delight in mentionin 
that Relation; the FATHER Himſelf loveth yout; And I — 
to my FATHER, and your FATHER f. It is to ſtrengthen our 
Faith in Gop (through Himſelf) on the account of his Fa- 
therhood to us. The FATHER loveth the Son 5; And, He: loves 
his Believers, as He loveth CarisT Himſelf | > On which 
Ground the Apoſtle concludes, that He cannot but give us all 
things elſe g. Believers are the Praduct of his Love, both in 
reſpect of Election and Regeneration; and being ſo, He cannot 
but have a Paternal Affection for them; to adminiſter to them 
whatever tends to their Suſtentation and Growth, and to keep. 
off whatever would intercept or weaken His gracious Influ- 
ences towards them: Having once loved them, He loves them 
for ever **, They may therefore be confident, That what 
He hath begun in the Spirit, He will not let end in the Fleſh: 
That having begun a good Wark, He will alſo perform it : 
For, as they have their Spiritual Being from Him, as the Fa- 
ther of it; ſo 'tis as Natural to Him to derive His Virtues 
into them without intermiffion, as for a Vine to ſend up its 
Sap into its own Branches, or the Sun to cheriſh the Plants 
ot its own Production. All the Natural Aﬀections that are 
in Creatures towards their own, are but Drops of his Immen 
Fulneſi: A Mother may poſſibly forget the Child of her Womb; 
but the Lorp cannot — his Offspring; that none may hurt 
them, nor they themſelves, He will keep them Night and Day, 
and water them every Moment tt : They are borne by Him from the 
Belly, and carried from the Womb, and even to their Old Age He 
will carry them and deliver them FF. 

2. The new Creature, as it comes from Gop, ſo it exiſts in 
Him, and lives upon Him, and 'tis Natural to it, to ſeek its 
Nouriſhment where it had its Original: Nothing can ſatisfy it, 
but that great Deep from whence it ſprung: As a 13. 
Child, that has not the uſe of Reaſon, will hunt for the Breaſt 

by natural Inſtinct, and not be quiet without it. As ſoon as 
ever Paul was converted, Behold he prays jj . Having once 
ecei 
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John xvii. 1. + chap. xvi. 27. f chan. xx. 17. 5 chap, 
iii. 35. J chap, xvii. 2g. T Rom. viii. 32. John xiii. 2. 
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received the SPIRIT of CHRIST, they cannot but incline af- 
ter Him, as Elba did Elijah upon the caſting of his Mantle 
on him *: It is Natural to them, as for ſparks to fly upwards. 
They are ſaid to be Baptized with Fire; not only LR of 
its Purifying Nature; but in reſpect of its aſpiring quality; it 
will be mounting, and not reſt till it comes to its own El- 
ment. Obſtructions many it meets withal; but ſtill it preſſeth 
onwards, and by degrees bears down all before it, and carries 
that with it in which it dwells, to the Place of its Birth, as 
the Dove could not reſt, *till ſhe came to the Ark, whence ſhe 
ſet out. This is — ſet forth by our Sa V IO in 70 
vii. 38. He that believeth in Me, out of his Belly ſpall flow Ri- 
vers of living Waters: Rivers, that bear down all Oppoſition, 
and Rivers of living Waters; not Land- floods, which are but 
of ſhort continuance ; or ſtanding Pools, ſubject to drying up; 
but Rivers, and thoſe ſuch as have an Immortal Head. e ice 
how all things tend to their Center; the Wicked fleep not unleſs 
they do evil 4. They can bear the want of Things moſt ne- 
ceſſary to their Being, rather than ceaſe from Sin: They are 
of the Serpent's Brood, and the Lufts of their Father they will 
do ft. Judas was a Devil, and that carried him head-long to 
his own Place $. And if being born of the Devil, habituates 
Men with fo ſtrong and wreſtleſs a bent to Deviliſh Luſts, the 
Drvine Nature mull needs work as Efficaciouſly towards Gop, 
and God-like Actions, His Love conſtrains them ||. And if 
it were not ſo, the - ah Word had never borne an Human 
Stock to Heaven: The firſt Fruits of the Se1RIT poſſeſs them 
with an earneſt Expeftation and longing for the Harveſt J. Tis 
true, the Remainder of the Old Man will ſtill be oppoſing 
the New, and many Conteſts there are between them: But 
Grace, like him that is advocate for the King, will ever have 
the laſt Word, and will alſo go out Victor, Ye may fee it 
in Jeremy, the Word of the os was made a Reproach to 
him, he therefore reſolves to ſtifle it, and will no more ſpeak in 
his Name: But how ſucceeds this Carnal Reſolution? The 
Mord of the Lok p was in his Heart, as Fire ſhut up in his Bones, 
he was weary of forbearing, he could nat hold . And Jenab, 
when he thought himſelf cut of, and in band ns * + 
( , ] 
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(faith he, yet) will I laat again towards thy Holy Temple . as 
the Needle that is rightly touch'd never reſts bur in pointing 
towards the Pole: and when obſtructed in their Courſe they 


cry the _ earneſtly, Oh, when ſhall I come and appear before 


ſelves which are the Subjects of Perſeverance, viz. Faith and 
Holineſs: Which let us conſider, Firſt, as they are a Gift, 
then, in the Genuine Uſe and Pro of them. 

I. As they are a Gift. They are of thoſe Good and perfect 
Gifts which come down from above, from the Father of Lights. 
- with whom there is no Variableneſs, nor ſhadow of urning f. 

This Attribute of Gop's Unchangeableneſs, is fitly and ſigni- 
cantly added, to ſhew, that as and perfe& Gifts are 
from Gop, and from Him only, fo, that He never changeth 
in his Purpoſe concerning thoſs to whom He once gives them, 
they are of thoſe Gifts which are without Repentance : As alſo, 
that theſe His Gifts do partake of his own Unvariableneſs, 
they cannot die, nor turn to be any other, than what they are 
at ff, ſave only in Point of Perfection. There can happen no 
after-unworthineſs in thoſe He gives them to, which He did 
not foreſee when He gave them, which ſeems to be implied in 
the following Words, Of his own Will begat He us : And fo, 
no Cauſe = A He ſhould withdraw them, which would not 
as well have hindred his giving them at firſt. As the Word 
of God is not Yea and Nay, fo neither are his Gifts. They 
are alſo Gon's Warkmanſhip; and we know, ſaith Solomon, 
that whatſoever Gon doth, it ſhall be for ever, nothing can be put 
to it, nor any thing taken it F. 

2. Let Faith and Ho * be conſidered in the Genuine Uſe 
and Property of them. Nothing ſo indangers the Soul, as 
Self- fulneſs; Faith, therefore, was ordained to nullify that, 
and devolve the Soul on another, viz. CHRIS H; which the 
more it does, the ſafer it is; and having once done it, it ne- 
ver undoes it again. Faith alſo is an Active Grace, and Di- 
ligent, and therefore thriving, he that hath it, ſhall have more 
of it ||, (then ſure he ſhall not loſe that he hath!) It is al- 
ways travelling, and never tired; 1. Becauſe it travels in the 
Strength of Omnipotence, which never faints, nor is weary ©: 


Jonah ii. 2, 4. + Pſal. Xii. 2. f James i. 17, 18. Eccl. 
111. 14. || Luke xix. 26, 1 IIa. xl. 28. 


of Perſeverante. © 1 
And 2. Becauſe it Works by Love *; which is the moſt kind. 
ly and efficacious Principle of Service and Acts. Love 
is an endleſs Screw; it has truly attained the Perpetual Motion, 
it enables to endure all things, and faileth not +. All that Gop 
doth for his People is from Love t, and all that they do for 
Gon, grows from the ſame Root; they love Him, becauſe He 
loved them firſt &. Love is that which renders a Work both 

leaſant to the Agent, and acceptable to the Object of it; 
Faich, therefore, working by Love, ſhall never be weary of its 
Work, nor fail of its End; it is of Faith, that it might be by 
Grace, and conſequently ſure |. And as for Holineſs, * 
is a Diſpoſition according to Gop, and capacitates for the 
Bleſſed Viſion) a little of it, in Truth, is of infinite value; 
the very ſmoak of it ſhall not be quenched J: And it would be 
ſtrange, if a thing fo 822 ſhould be liable to Putrefa#ion : 
But it is not; yea, it c — things, but is itſelf never 
changed. It is cf a ſpreading nature; compared therefore to 
Leaven put into the Soul, and hid there, till the whole 
be ſeaſoned. It is of an aſſimilating Property, there is an Hea- 
venly Tructure in it, which ſanctifies all that it toucheth, 10 
the pure all things are pure **, It alſo meetens for Converſe 
with Gop, and it draws and engageth the Soul to Him, there 
it is in its proper Element, and out of which it cannot live : 
And by this Converſe it is both increaſed, and ſublimated. 

A Natural Body once in being, can bever be reduced to No- 
thing : How then ſhould things of Divine Subſtance ? They 
are | Wie incorruptible ſeed, which liveth and abideth for ever ++ - 
And as the Seed is, ſuch will be the Fruit; the older it grows, 
the firmer it is; he that hath clean hands, ſhall be flronger and 
fironger 11. They are the Holy Seed; and therefore, thou 
they caſt their Leaves (at times) their Subſtance is in them 5. 
by which they are ſtill renewed. Holineſs is the Seed of Glo- 
ry; and Holy Perſons are in Glory, as to its Kind, and the 
certainty of their Obtainment; albeit, it has no Glory at 
preſent, in Compariſon of that which ſhall be, as the Seed of 
the Roſe or Lilly, compared with the Flowers they will grow 
into, and which are virtually in them. According with this, 
is that of our Saviour, He that belicueth hath Everlaſting 
Life: 


Cal. v. 6. + 1 Cor. xiii. 5,8. f John iii, 16. 6 1 John 
iv. 19. {| Rom, iv. 16. 1 Matth. xii. 20. ** Tit. i. 15. 
Ft 1 Pet. i. 23. ft Job xvii. 9. 45 Ifa. vi. 13. 
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Life *: It argues the certainty of their Perſeverance, the Law 
2 his God is in his Heart, none of hrs Steps ſhall flide +: And 
He faith, Deftroy it nat there is a Bleſſing in it f. 


. z. Another Proof ariſes from the Nature, Extent, and 


Deſign of Providence: or from the Intent and Purpoſe of Gon, 
in that great variety of Things which Believers are exerciſed 
with in the World. There are three Things conſiderable, to 
make out this Argument: | 

I. That there is a Divine Providence which Governs the Warld; 
as in dividing to the Nations their Inheritance, and boundi 
their Habitations, at firſt : ſo by continuing them in Poſſe 
fion or Outing them, at his Pleaſure, and this, ſometimes by 
very unlikely Means, and over-ruling Things accordingly, 
Seir being given to Eſau, and Ar to the Children of Lot, and 
their Term not yet expired, the Loxp inclines them to let 
[ſrael paſs thorough, and to give them t for 1 
whereas the Amorites, who were deſtined to Deſtruction, 
hardens their Spirit), and makes them obſtinate &, that they deny 
them Paſſage, and come out againſt them in Battle. So, when 


He would tranſlate the Monarchy to the Perfians ; 
He enfeebles the One, but ffir: up the r's Spirits, and 
girds them with Strength |. How oft doth the Scripture repeat, 


that the Loxp reigneth, That 7 jor one, and ſets up ano- 
ther I; That He doth according to bus Will in the Armies of Hea- 
ven, and among ft the Inhabitants the Earth *®* ? How evi- 
dent is it in his humbling of Pharacb, Nebuchadnezzar, and 
others? This Providence reacheth to all manner of Perſons, 
20006 2 _ Things, = circumſcribes 1 * It 2 not 
the | ings to a Conti z even Ravens, Sparrows, 
and Lilies, — and the Hats of your Head are all number- 
ed, and under the Conduct of the Providence of Gop ++. 

2. That the Deſign and Courſe of God's Providence, is to 
accompliſh his Purpoſe. As Providence governs the World, ſo 
Purpoſe is the Director of Mvidnce. He is a provident Man 
that orders his Affaiis prudently ; i. e. fo that nothing is want- 
ing, nor any thing — in waſte. Both theſe are in the 
Providence of Gop eminently : For, 1. It is All- ſufficient; 
ſupplies all Needs; gives all Things ** 


* John iii. 36. + Pſal, xxxvii. 31. f IG. Ixv. 8. 5 Deut. 
ii. 29, 30. Pſa. xviii. 32. 1 Pſalm xciii. 1. xcvii, 1. IXxv. 7, 
Dan. iv. 38. f Matt. vi. 26. 


of Perſeverance. |. | "4s 
End. 2. It does nothingin vain, nothing 
pertinent to his Purpoſe. Things moſt caſual tb Men, "ad 
levelled at a ſet and certain End: the Lonn fpeaks. with 
his Mouth, He fulfils with bis Hand „ and his A ſhall not 
vary a Tittle from his Decree : For, Known unite Gap are all 
his Works from the beginning of the World. . Whence' was it that 
Eſau tarried ſo long at — that he was aver-faint? That 
acob was making Pottage jutt when Eſau comes in, which 
his Appetite on edge after it ? Bur that the of Gon 
according to Election might ſtand; the Elder ſerve the 
Younger ; which now came to paſs by the Sale of his Births 
right. And thus the Providence of Gon makes even the Pro- 
phaneneſs of Men ſubſerve to his End. The Lonn had des 
termined to caſt Judah and Feruſalem out of his ſight for their 
Obſtinacy; and to this End, that is to make way for it, N 
came to paſs, Zedekiah rebelled a ainſt the King __—__ It 
was to fulfil the Word of the Lozp before declared t, tho 
that was far from the Rebeller's Intent. So He ga 4 Nen 
= Kingdoms of the Earth, that he might build b his 
eruſalem ; and it was to fulfil his Purpoſe before alſo re- 
= „as is evident F. In like manner Herod, Pilate, and 
the Js; they all conſpire the Death of CHRIS r, and each 
Party on a ſeveral Account; not thinking in the leaſt to fulfil 
the determinate Counſel of Go; yet, That was it which 
Providence intended, as is plain by As ii. 23. As alſo the 
Soldiers, in parting his Garments, and piercing his Side: It 
was their — wv Rudeneſs * — — 1. it; byt 
Providence deſign d * * hecy ; Theſe 
therefore the . Al 2 — — in the W World, 
is the Tranſcript, or 12 — of his ancient Decrees. 
3. That the Providence of GOD never fails of its End. If He 
will work, who ſhall let it? For Our God : in Heaven, and 
doth whatfoever He will J. And what will He work? The 
things that are coming, and. hall . He hath both deviſed, and 
AnFh wn, His Purpoſe is to p * as and there- 


fore, No Weapmm fl formed 22 755 them 
bart hea her . tt - i 
As 4: He heh perpofel, it i Ball 4 125 


viii. 7 l Fs Sane 20. 1 2 Chron. xxzvÞ 
21, N Nix. 24. 1 H. cv. * 
xliv. 7. 1 . li. 10 + Dea e B 195 17. tt 


246 A Pratlical Diſcourſe 
abound with Inſtances of this kind: As on the contrary, 
When the Lord will execute Judgment, the thing ſhalt be 
done, be the means never ſo weak and improbable ; Tho” the 
Army of the Chaldeans were all wounded Men, yet ſhall they burn 
Jeruſalem with Fire *; Shamgar ſhall kill fix hundred Men 
with an Ox-goad t; and Sampſon a thouſand with the Jaw- 
bone of an Aſs}. Theſe things conſidered, and laid together, 
tho* moſtly referring to Tempera! taings, do ſtrongly inforce 
the Argument for things of Spiritual Concernment : Inaſmuch 
as things of Eternal Moment are worthy of more peculiar 
R and Security. | 
ow, All a Believer's Exerciſes, which may ſeem to endan- 
ger him, are either fram the Guilt of Sins committed; from 
the Power of indwelling Corruption; from Satan's Tempta- 
tion, or Perſecution from the World: None of * come 
on them accidentally, but as things fare- appointed of GoD, and 
for a good — wg It is for 4 ect: ſake that all things elſe 
have their Being ; And are all cauſed to work together for their 
God]; As namely, to humble them for Sin; to wean them 
from the World; to indear FESUS CHRIST to them; to ſhew 
them the Uſefulneſs of Ordinances; to exerciſe and try. their 
Graces; to purge out their Droſs; to inable them to — 
others; to demonſtrate the Wiidom, Power, and Faithfulneſs 
cf Gop towards them; to meeten them for Glory; and to 
make them groan and long to be clothed upon, with their 
Houſe from Heaven: As might plentifully be made out by the 
Scriptures, and the viſible Effects thereof upon thoſe who 
have been exercifed thereby, To inſtance a few Particulars : 
David, after that great Mikcarriags in the Matter of U iab, 
with his bruken Bones upon it, walked the more humbly and 
war'ily all his Days: He was alſo the more intent on that great 
Duty of Teaching Sinners the way of GoD J. Peter, he alſo 
got ground by denying his Maſter; thereby he came to fee his 
own Weakneſs; the need he had of CRHRIST's Support, and 
continual Prayer for him ; and we hear no more cf his carnal 
Confidence, after that: But, what a Clamour and Outcry 
does he make againſt our Adverſary the Devil **! to warn 
others, by his own Example, what Danger they are in by a 
carnal Confidence. And doubtleſs, what the Tempter | wr 
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Peter s Fall, he loſt the an of - the __— 
of others; For, that's the defi „ to Strengthen, 
and Settle them . Paul — of Satan ler | 

upon him, to buffet him; the End of which was to Humble 

him, and to ſhew him the ſufficiency of the Grace of CHRIST. 

'Tis likely alſo, that he got as much by that Thorn in his 

Fleſh, as 1 his Rapture and Revelation : Lo be ſure, they did 

well together, and poiz'd him the better for his Work. The 

like Effect upon Job f. Mary Magdalen, the remembrance of | 

the ſe ven Devils, which once poſſeſſed her, and of that Love 

which caſt them out; how did it heighten her Love to 

Car1sT, and keep her Heart in a melting Frame | She loved 

much, becauſe much was forgiven her 1. de People's forty 

Years Travel thro” that great and terrible Wilderneſs, amo 
- Fiery Serpents and Scorpions, it was to prove them, and to 

them good in the latter Endh. They were alſo ſent into Cap- 

tivity for their good ||: This was all the Fruit intended, to take 

away their Sin , and to make them Partakers of his _— Go, 

Theſe Things indeed, at preſent, are Phyſick, which Nature 

deſires not: Yet are they as needful in their Seaſon as our 

Food; and in very Faithfulneſs we muſt have them ; which 

alſo is evident by the Scope of the New Covenant, as will ap- 

pear afterwards. Now, theſe Things conſidered and laid to- 
gether; I think it may be well inferred, that all theſe Things 
worketh GoD with Man, not to deſtroy him, but to bring back 
his Soul from the Pit ; they are all made to turn to their Sal- 
vation; they have always triumphed over them, and been more 
than Conquerors through Him that loved them f, and ever ſhall. 

And if this be the Fruit of all that doth or can befal a Believer, 
while in this World ; (and there's no more of Evil or Danger 
| when this is done) then welcome let them be by the Grace of 
Gop, as another Demonſtration of their [NV INCIBLE 

PERSEVERANCE. Wheſe is Wiſe, and will obſerve theſe 


«Rae Coy, the loving kindneſs of the 


| Arg. 4. A fourth A for the Saints Perſeverance, is 
built on their Lion with CHRIsT, which is of that Intimate- 
R 2 neſs 
; 


„Ver. 10. Luke xxii. 31. + Job xxii. 20. with ch. al, 4. 
and ch. Xi. 6. 1 Luke vu. 47. Deut. viii” 1 
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2. A Praftical. Diftourſe | 
nefs, that the Scripture ſets it forth by Terms of neareſt rela 
tion, as Foundation and Building, Vine and Branches, Fa 
ther and Children, Huſband and Spouſe, Head and Members, 
they are both called ( interchangeably) by the ſame Name; 

He is called Jacab, and they are called CHRIsT *. And, 
which is more, if more can be, He communicates to them that 
Title which one would think [ncommunicable, viz. The Loxy 
our Righteouſneſs t. ind this Union is fuch as can never be 
diſſolved : There's the like Oneneſs between CHRIST and 
them, as between the FATHER and CHnrisT, as is plain by 
that Paſſage of his Prayer in the xviith of Jabn, ver. 21. That 
they all may be One, (how One)? As thou F ATHER art in Me, 
and I in Thee, that & be One in Us. They are fo near to 
Him, that they are faid to be of hrs Fleſh, and of his Bones t: 
As alfo, that they are one Spirit d. He and They are actuated 
bg fame Spikir, as the Head and Members of the ſame 
y are by one Soul. And this is the reaſon why Believers 
cannot walk after the Fleſh. The SeirrT of Life which is in 
CarisT JESUS (as their Root) rules in them l. They are pre- 
| in CHRIST A, as Noah was in the Ark; or as Branches 
in their own Stock: For, this Difference is ftill to be noted, 
that Believers have not this Life in themſelves, as CHRIS 
bath; but they have it zz Him, which is better for them than 
if in their own keeping: For, being in Him as in a Root, it 
is Natural to Him to communicate to them; and as Natural 
to them, by virtue of the Divine Nature communicated to 
them, to derive from Him: and conſequently, Becanſe, and 
while He lives, they ſhall live alſe : He that hath the SUN hath 
Lit; and they have it in a Way of Right; as he that is 
poſſeſt of the Soil has Right to all that grows upon it. Al 
that is CHRIS 's is theirs; there's a happy Commutation of 
Intereſts; their Debts with the Conſequences thereof, are de- 
volved upon Him; and all that was his, imputed and com- 
municated to them. And his Care of them is, ſuch, that He 
will be able to ſay at the latter Day, of all that Thou haft given 
Me, I have loft nothing kfz He will not leave an Hoof behind. 
The Signet on his right „Men of ſhining out- ſides, = 
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be pluck'd thence j but the leaf joint of hi 
22. no man that is Compo: . wg the 
part of himſelf to gangrerie-and periſh, if it be in bis r 
to help it: How then thould our LoD Carrsr? Who, be- 
fides the Natural Affection He hath to thoſe of his own 
Body +, hath alſo received a Commandment from the Father, 
to keep them ſafe 1, and is perfectly qualified, in all Reſpects 
to make it good. On this Account, as well as others, they 
are in Him F. Believers are ſo One with Cunlsr, 
that whatſoever He did, they are ſaid to do it with Him; Cir- 
eumciſed with Him; Cracifled with Him: Buried with Him“, 
Roſe with Him +; Aſcended with Himtt; And they fit in Heaven 
with Him 68. It is no more poſſible for Believes to miſ | 


* wars for CarisT Himſelf to be held under the Power of 
the 


rave, there is one Law for them both: "Tis a faithful 
faying, if we be dead with Him we ſpall alſo live with Him |; 
2 we ſuffer with Him, we ſhall be glorified together I. As 
Ax Is T once raiſed dies no more *+; ſo none of thoſe raiſed with 
Him, ſhall return any more to Corruption: Fer, He gave 
Himſelf for his Church; not only te fanctify and ans 
once, but once for All; and to preſent it without Spot or Wri 
at the la Day*t: By that one Offering, He perfected for ever 
them that are e Theſe are thoſe ſure Mercies of 
David, in the Jvth, of /azah, and explained in the 
xiiith of the As. | | : 
It is not for nothing, that our Bleſſed Loxp and SaviouR- 
fo often repeats that good Word and Promiſe concerning Belie- 
vers; (which ſurely he did as being greatly pleaſed with the 
Thoughts of it;) I will raiſe him up at the laſt Day; and, I 
will raiſe. him up at the laſt . d. I will be with him 
unto the End of the World, and ſee him ſafe in Heaven: And 
this may be ſaid of it, as by Joſeph to Pharoah, the Thing it 
2 becauſs it is eftabliſhed of Gon, and he will bring it to 
p s . . | 


Arg. 5. Another 75 for Believers Invincible Perſe- 
verancs, is, That all er of Gop do ftand ingaged. 
3 
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for it. Virtus Invincible has undertaken it; therefore muſt it 
needs ſucceed, ' | 
. POWER. In Fer. xxxii. 27. God's | Severeign Power 
over all-Fleſh is laid down as the Ground of their Faith, 
touching their Return from Captivity, and His giving them 
a new Heart, and for His ſo keeping them, that they ſhould 
not apart Faw Elim any more, as they had done“. So, when 
He woul ſtrengthen His fainting People, He ftiles Himſelf, 
the Everla/iing God, the Lox, 1 Creator of the Ends of the 
Earth, who fainted not, neither is weary +: And which is yet 
more, his Right Hand, and the Arm of his Strength, are enga- 
ged by Oatht. In the 2 Tim. i. 12. The Apoſtle argues 
e Certainty of his Salvation from the Power of Gob ; (which 
he could not have done with any good Reaſon or Comfort, 
had not that Power been engaged for it.) I am not aſhamed— 
For I know whim I have believed, and that He is able to keep that 
1 have committed ta Ilim, again that day. And he gives the 
like Counſel! to others, where he points at the Power God, 
to make ail Grace abound in them\. The calling alſo of the 
ews, and grafting them into CHRIST, is laid on the fame 
Lock, Fer, Gop is alle to greft them in again]. In Epbeſ. 
vi. He tells them what kind of Enemies they were to wre 
with, viz. Principalities, and Powers, and Spiritual Wickedneſs 
is high Places J, a fort of Adverfaries too for Spirits 
hous'd in Clay: But, to harneſs them fit for the Battle, he 
ſhews them 2 Pewer that's higher than Thoſe, and indecd, much 
mare aboye them, than they above us: And with this he 
would haye them to inveſt themſelves, be ffrong in the Lok, 
and in the Power of his Might **; This is an Armour com- 
pleat ; aptly term'd, The whole Armour of Gott: and in 
this ſtrong Tower Belicvers are ſafe. So likewiſe in Eph. i. 
To confirm them, touching the Hope of his Calling, he 
brings in the Mighty Parver of Gop, even that exceeding * 
neſs of His Peer, by which He raiſed IEsus CHrIsT from the 
dead, and fet Him at His own Right Hand, far above all Prin- 
yo and Power, and putting all things under his Epet {7 : 
Whercin He ſets forth CHRIST gs 2 Pattern of what Gop will 
do for Believers; they ſhall be raiſed, and fer aboye all, as He 
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to provide ſuitable Inftruments; ſuch as 
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was. And though they ſometimes fall {for there is no Man 
which finneth net J, let it make them more wary but not 4h 
courage them; For they ſhall not be utterly ca down+ : and this, 
becauſe th Lord wupholdeth them with his Hand. The Archert 
may ſhoot at them, and ſorely grieve them; yet ſhall their Bow abide 
in flrength, and the Arms of their hands be made ſtronmg by the 
Hands of the Mighty Gov :f Jacob t. And well it is for us, 
that the Divine Power hath undertaken this difficult Work; 
and that the Scriptures do fo clearly avouch it: For, nothing 
leſs could be a Buttreſs ſufficient to ſtay our Faith upon, 
touching our holding out to the End: But, becauſe He is 
Strong in Power, not one faileth\. | | 
2. WISDOM. This is an Ability to fit and direct 
Means to their proper End. In Matters of % concern, we 
find the Lord fo laying his Work, that it cannet miſcarry; 
If ther: fore it be his good pleaſure to Ordain Men to Salvation; 
his 1/7ſdom requires, that it be in ſuch a May ax is ſure to ſuc- 
ceed ; and that all ſorts of Impediments be either prevented, or 
ſo over-ruled, as not to interrupt, but become ſubſervient to 
his great End, Having counted his coſt and paid it off, and 
alſo began to build; it behoves his F/:/4om to fee that His 
Work be done, and brought to ter 3 and * 
knows Vill do, 
and yet not Qver-do the thing intended; much like to the 
Huſbandman's ſorting his Seed to the Nature of the Soil, and 
Threſhing Inſtruments to the capacity of his Grain; he will 
not uſe a where the Rad will ſerve; nor a Rod where 
the I beel is needful: And this he hath from his Gop, who 
inſtructeth him to diſcretion J. So the Lox D /layeth the rough 
Wind in the day of the Eaft-wind : He doth not only deſign 
the End of a Man's Journey, but every Step in it is of his er- 
dering tt; The Loxp preſerveth his going out, and his cmi 
in tt. In Ia. xxvi. 7. The Lon n is fd, to weigh the Park 


| of the Jul; which is not meant, _ of his obſerving their 
; | 


orks, and diſpenſing to them accordingly ; but, as prepon- 


dering what they are to do, and what is requiſite for their doing 
of it; and apportioning their Strength and Aſſiſtance anſwer- 
ably. As at making the World, he weighed the Mountains in 

R 4 Scales, 
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Scales, and the Hills in a Ballance * ; that its Parts might be 
equal — 4 Or, as one that's to run in a Race, and m 
carry Wights about him; it will be his Wiſdom to have them 
evenly po d: So, the Lord ſets one thing agaiyſt another 
our Soul's Concernments. Paul therefore brings in this V 
of Gop, as well as his Power, to help their Faith touch- 
ing their Eſtabliſhment +: And the Apoſtle Jude, in the 
cloſe of his Epiſtle, gives Glory to Gop, as the Only Wiſe 
Gop, upon the account of his k:eping them from falling; and 
preſenting them faultleſs before the Preſence of his Glory . 
wo * HON R. The Concernment of Gon's Honour, is 
alſo an important Argument for Proof of this Doctrine; The 
oRD's manner cf dealing with His People of old, and the 
eaſon of it, is an Inſtance above contradiction. The Pro- 
miſe of giving them Canaan, was not more abſolute than the 
Promiſe of Salvation to Believers; nor was it leſs clogg'd 
with Conditions, Threatnings and Cautions, which were af- 
terwards added, But, the Promiſe being. once made abſolute. 
To thy Seed will I give this Land $;, the Lon held Himſelf 
obliged in Honour to make it good. How oft did He ſeem to 
e pouring out his Wrath to deſtroy them? Firſt in Egypt; 
en in the 4 J. . — what bogs. it off, hu the 
tereſt of his Hanour is put Him upon finding out Ways 
geliyer them ; I wrought, ſays He, for My Names Sake © : 
The LogD did, as it were, vr to ſuppreſs his righteous 
ury, incenſed by their intolerable Proyocations : His NA 
and Howous were concerned, and that held his Hands; 


He 


once made an lute Promiſe, which therefore nl be 


mage od; though they made themſelves never ſo unwor- 

y of it, We likewiſe find in the xlviuth of N 

t they had dealt very treacherouſly, than which nothing is 
e ſays the — for My NAuz's Fake 
will I defer mine anger: And again, For Mine aum Sake, even 
for Mine own Sake will I do it; For, how ſhould My Nam be 
polluted ? T he Fn will over-look a thouſand Tranſ- 
greſſions, rather thay expoſe his Name and Hoxous to re- 
proach, as Qnce it was by 2 Tem ary Suſpenſion ; to recover 
which, and that is Neu might be od del, e wil bring 
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them heme ageia ; it be in the Eyes of Men, 
thing mapa and they themſelves do think fo likewiſe; for, 


8 
bope 1s periſbed fo the Loxd + . Whether at home, or 
a 2s oe ſtiſl cauſed his NAME to be prophaned ; and for 


4. JUSTICE, or Righteauſncſs. There can hardly be found 

a firmer Support, or more full conſolation to Believers, than 
that the Juſlice of Gop is engaged to fave them; For, the 
Righteous Lon D loveth Righteouſneſs &, and cannot deny Himſelf. 
He would not juſtify any, no, not His very Ele, but in a 
way conſiſtent with His Fuftice: For which cauſe, He ſex 
forth his Sox, a Propitiation for Sin. Surely then, having 
received the Atonement, He will not expoſe his Fuftice to 
cenſure, by leaving them in any wiſe, obnoxious to Condem- 
nation. Salvation new is their due, his Grace hath made it fo, 
by both giving and accepting ſuch a Price for it, as eagageth 
Righteouſneſs it ſelf to ſave them, for, who ſhall candemm ſince 
tit CHRIST that dy'd | It is as righteous a thing with Gop 
to give Reſt to his People, as Tribulation to thoſe that trou- 
ble them J. Paul therefore builds his expectation of the 
Crown, upon this Attribute as well as any other; henceforth is 
laid up for me a Crown of righteouſneſs, which the Loan the 
Righteous Fudge ſpall give me at that day **. "The Righteauſneſs 
of Gop, ſecures to them, their halding out, to finiſh their Courſe, 
and to keep the Faith, as well as the Reward when their Work 
is done. Gob is not unrighteous to forget his People's Labour of 
Love ++, much leſs ChrisT's. This gave the Apoſtle to be 
perſwaded better things of thoſe he writes to, than ta be ſubject to 
failing 

* Ezek. xxxvii. 11. 1 Lam. iii. 18. f Ezek. xxxvi. 20, 21, 


Pſal. xi. 7. | Rom. viii. 34. 1 2 Theſ. i. 6, . 2 Tim. iv. 
tt Heb. vi. 20, ä 


2564 A Praflical Diſcourſe 

away *. The Blond of the Everlaſting Covenant, is en- 
= make them perfect * good bak to do bis Will +. 
Ye, they ſhall bring forth Fruit in their old Age t; and this, to 
declare that the LoRD is Upright, and no Unrighteouſneſs in 


1% 
. FAITHFULNESS, or Truth of God, is alſo 
concern'd in the final Perſeverance of Believers. For, having 
drawn them from all created bottoms, to a total relyance on 
Himſelf; He cannot but give them that they have truſted Him 
for. The Lon p will not be to his People as that broken Staff 
Exypt was to the Jews, to fail them at their greateſt need; 
which is, when they are loft, drrven away, broken and fick, and 
perhaps have no Mind to return; as Ephraim, who went on 

owardly || ; then is the fit time for the Faithfulne/s of Gop to 
diſcover tſelf, by ſeeking them out, bringing them back, 
binding them up, healing and comforting them J. To heal 
their Backſlidings, as it {hews the r of Gop's Love, 
fo his Faithfulneſs. The Lon p will net behold Iniquity in Jacob; 
i. e. He will not take Notice of it, fo as to recede from his 
Word: For, He could not but ſee their Perverſeneſs and Mur- 
murings ; for which He puniſhed them ſeverely ; and ſome- 
times made as if He would diſinherit them: but fill He re- 
* membered his Covenant, and that reſtrained it; The LoxD 
| had bleſſed, and therefore Men could not reverſe it; neither 
themſclves, by their inſufferable Contumacy, nor Balaam with 

his Inchantments ++. The Lok D loveth Judgment, i. e. Truth 

and Faithfulneſs; and therefore he forſaketh not his Saints, they 

are preſerved for ever ft. The Saints are in the League with 
God, they have made a Covenant with Him by Sacrifice 88 and 

"tis a League of his own propounding, by which He hath 
obliged H:mſe!f to protect them, And tho' Men may break 
their Compacts, the Holy One of Iſrael! will not; He is not 
Aan that He ſhould lie, nor the Son of Man that He fhould Re- 

pent ||}. David having made Gop his Fortrefs, concludes 
from thence, that the NAME of Gon was engaged to lead, and 
to guide him & . Thoſe Corinthians were as liable to Temp- 
tations as other Men who fell by them; for they had ſtrong 
| remainders 


* Heb. vi. 9. + Ch. xiii. 20, 21. f Pal. xcii. 14. Ver. 15. 
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remainders of Corruption, as appears by both the Epiftles, 
and a ſubtle Adverſary to obſerve and draw it out: Beſides, 
They were highly gitted, and ſo the more ready to think 
themſelves above the Rank of ordinary Chriſtians; than 
which, nothing could more expoſe them to Danger : Burt, 
notwithſtanding all theſe Diſadvantages, they ſhall be kept; 
the Faithfulneſs of Gop, that ſecures them, and hall con 
them unto the End; For, God is Faithful, ſays he, by whom 
ye were called; it is as if he had faid, Gon would never have 
called you into the Fellowſhip of his Son, if He had not re- 
ſolved to keep you there. So again, he tells them, Gop will 
not ſuffer them to be tempted abo ue what they are able t; and he 
brings it in as an Inference from the Faithfulneſs of Gop. He 
likewiſe lays the Streſs of his Confidence for the Theſſalonians 
being preſerved blameleſs unto the coming of CuxIisr, upon the 
ſame Attribute; Faithful is He that called you, who alſo will do 
it ft. And when he would move the Hebrews to purpoſe, to 
hold faſt the Profeſſion of their Faith without wavering, he 
uſes the ſame Engine ftill, Faithful is he that promiſed 5. Peter, 
he alſo directs the Saints to commit their Souls unto Go, in 
doing, as unto a Faithful Creator ||. Now, the Scripture al- 
ways propounds to us, ſuch Attributes and Motives as are 

roper to the Matter in Hand; and therefore in tiling Gop, 
og a faithful Creator; tis as much as to ſay, He that hath 
wrought you for this ſelf ſame Thing is Got ©; who is Faithful 
to his Purpoſe, or firit Intent of his Work, and will there- 
fore perfect it, notwithſtanding the fiery Tryal you are to 
paſs under **: You may therefore build upon it, and commit 
yourſelves to Him n His Faithfulneſs ſhall 
not fail ++ ; and conſequently not yours. 

6. MERCY. This Attribute alſo freely contributes to 
the Saint's Perſeverance. Mercy reſpects Men in Diſtreſs, to 
ſupport and bring them out, not having of their own to help 
themſelves: This none are ſenſible of as Believers ; them there- 
fore will Mercy eſpecially provide for ; Hef. xiv. 3. In Thee 
the Fatherleſs_ find Mercy. Pſal. lix. 14. The Gop of Mero 
ſhall preſerve me Mercy is the Name of Gop and his Glory . 
Mercy is his Way, All the Paths of the Loxp are A 

An 


. ** i. 8, 9. + 1 Cor. x. 12, 1 1 Theſ. v. 29, 24. * 


X. 23. i Pet. iv. 19. 12 Cor. v. 3. 1 Pet. iv. 18. 
laxxix. 33. 1 Exod. xxxiv. 7. $4 Pla. xxv. 10. 


286 A Pratical Diſcourſe 
And it is his pleaſant Path, called therefore his Delight ® ; it 
pleaſeth him above any Thing, yea, He takes Pleafure in. them 
that hope in bis Mercy t. We may ſay, in a Senſe, his 
one, i. e. his Glory in the Warld, is u by Mercy f. It 
is Mercy that makes Men to fear Him F. The cxxxvith Pſa. 
throughout, is an Encomium of Mercy, as that which doth all 
for us; and this, becauſe it endures for ever. In the cxxxviiith 
Pſalm the Prophet grounds his Confidence touching his Per- 
erance, upon this Attribute expreſly, viz. That Gon would 
per fact that which concerned him, becauſe bis Mercy (which began 
the Work) endureth for ever, The Great Covenant is founded 
in Mercy, and is therefore ſtiled, The ſure Mercies of David, 
Ila. lv. F I ſhall not add touching this Attribute : For if 

| the Re be on our Side, as you ſee they are, the Mercy of 
Go muit needs be for us; for 'tis That, indeed, which hath 
engaged and brought in all the Reſt. 

Arg. 6. The Saints Perſeverance may alſo be argued from the 
End; of their Being with the Author of thoſe Ends: This the 
Scripture puts Weight upon. Their Ends are to glorify Gos, 
and to be glorified with Him: But neither of theſe can be at- 
tained without Perſevering: Not the firſt; For nothing fo diſ- 
honours Gop as Apoſtacy : Not the latter, becauſe ſuch only 
as endure to the ſhall be ſaved. They muſt therefore 
perſevere, or thoſe Ends will be fruftrate ; which will not ſtand 
with the Author's Intereſt or Authority, That theſe were the 
Ends of their Being, is evident; J/a. xliii. 21. Theſe "_ 
have I formed for Ady ſelf; and v. 7. I created Him for 
Glary. The Apoſtle alſo is very expreſs for it in 2 Cor. v. 
where, ſpeaking of that Divine Building in the Heavens, 
prepared for "> Lally he tells us, They were wrought for that 
ſelf ſame Thing, The manner of Expreſſion is worthy of 
Remark: It is not barely ſaid, this End, or this Thing, we 
were made for; but, in effect, this very Thing and nathing elſe, 
to be ſure, nething Iiſe, was the Scope and End of our Crea- 
tion, both old and new, even of all Gop's Workmanſhiꝑ 
upon us. And as evident it is, that Go himſelf is the 4uthor 
of thoſe Ends, and that thgrefore they cannot miſcarry. Upon 
this Ground the Loxp would have his People to found an 
Undauntable Confidence; as may well be gathered from his ſo 
| frequent 
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nent indigitating of it. In Je. xliti. He thus fortifies. 
= againſt the — of Evils; A not, for I have red:emed 
thee ; I have called thee: and v. 7. I have created him; I have 
fermed him; yea, I have made him, I, even | the Lomb, v. 11. 
and Ch, xli. 10. Fear thou not, for | am with thee, I will 
thee, I will help thee, yea I will uphold thee : The Em- 
phaſis lies in the Perſon active, I i. e. I the LORD, (a Note 
of infinite Significanc —- and Security to Believers 1 The 
alfo in that 2 that Believers might know them- 
ſelves invincibiy (ſecured, be pofhts us to GOD, as the Great 
Author of thoſe important Ends, and Almighty Undertaker 
for their Accompliſhment; He that wrought us for the ſe Jef ſame 
Thing is GOD. It is as if he had faid, It is impoſſible we 
ſhould loſe the Thing we were wrought for, becauſe it is 
GOD that wrought us for it. It is not the Deſignment of an 
Idol; that is, of ſome Ignarant, Raſh, Fallible, or Mutable 
Agent, ſuch a one as may poſſibly be ſurprized by unlooked for 
Accidents, circumvented by a ſublimer Unde ding, over- 
horn by a Power above him, or recede from his Purpoſe , thro* 
Levity and Fickleneſs of his Nature, &c. But it is GOD, 
who is Wiſe in Heart, and Mighty in Strength, Job ix. 4. lt 
is He from whom all 'T hin;s that are have their Being, and 
are perfectly under his Rule and Obeiſance. He had Eternity 
before Him, to lay his Deſign ſurely; and accordingly, He 
declared the End from the Beginning. It is therefore as impoſſi- 
ble for Him either to do, or left to do, or ſuffer to be done, 
any T hing whereby his — t ſuffer Diſappointment ; 
as it is impoſſible that Gop ſhould Te e. He would never have 
ſer up thoſe Ends as the Sum and Upſhot of his Deſign, if 
He had not determined to ſee them ma le good. And there- 
fore (as ſays the Apoſtle) Ne are always confident, That uber 
abſent from the Body, we ſhall be preſent with the LoxD, 2 Cor. 
v. 6, 8. This is alſo further adv ed by that compendious 
Promiſe, Jer. A I will be the Gow, and they ſhall be 
ord here hath a peculiar Emphaſis; 1. 
Thar he 1 dos a God to them; 2. Th:ir Gop; and 3. For 
cer: This I will imports both a fixed Reſolution, an Time 
without Limit. It is as if He had ſaid, Tho? other Lords have 
had the Rule over you, and you have il a proneneſs to revolt 
to them, it ſhall not be; I will not be outed any more; Ill 


heal your Backfl:di and ve our Gop Pn carry it 
— you call! ie you, — 4 to do; 4 1. 
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will make you fach @ People, as becometh Gon to own; I will 
not be aſhamed to be called your Go, Heb. xi. 16. It would 
indeed be both a Diſparagement and Diſſatisfaction to Gopz 
if his People ſhould fail of that He made them for ; which 
certainly cannot be, becauſe Gob is theirs; and if Gop be 
theirs, all Things are theirs, both this World and that to come, 
1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. 
Arg. 7. Laſtly, for the final Perſeverance of Believers, a 
rincipal Argument is fetched from the Sovereign Decree of 
leftion, I call it Sovereign, partly becauſe it is the higheſt 
Manifeſtation of Gop's abſolute Dominion over his Creatures, 
in chaſing whom He would, and paſſing by the reſt: Partly 
alſo, becauſe all Sorts of Things whatſoever are ſubjected to 
it, and made ſubſervient to its final Accompliſhment. And 
this I take for a principal Reafon why Election is fo frequently 
placed in Eternity, or before the Foundation of the World, 
viz. To ſhew, that the very Fabrick of the World, and all 
Occurrences therein, were fo contrived and framed in Gop's 
Decree, as having El:#ion for their prim ary Scope and End: 
That this firſt Cauſe is the Supreme Moderator of all interme- 
diate Cauſes, and is itſelf ſubject to None. It was not any 
Lovelineſs in Elect Perſons which moved Gop to love them at 
firſt; ſo neither ſhall their unlovely Backſlidings deprive them 
of it, tho" it may be eclipſed by their own Default, to the 
breaking of their Bones. The Lok p cho ſe them for that bleſ- 
ſed Image of His own, which he would afterwards imprint 
upon them; and this He ſtill proſecutes through all Diſpen- 
ſations. 

That El Nation the Jets they apoſtatized from Gon, 
and did worſe than any other; yet would not the Loxp ut- 
terly caſt them off. fn Samuel s Time their Wickedneſs was 
very great; yet, faith he, (to ſtay them from total Apoſtacy) 
| The Lon p will not forſake you: But what's the Ground of that 
his Confidence, and grand Warranty? The very ſame that 
now we are upon; LorD will not forſake you, becauſe it 
hath pleaſed the Lok p to make you his People : Not becauſe they 
remembered their Duty, and returned to Gon; but becauſe 
Fe remembered them for his Covenant: In Purſuance whereof He 
long maintained their Title, notwithſtanding their often re- 

ted Fortcitures; and when in Captivity, brought them 
— again. And indeed, there's nothing ſo melts the Heart 
of thoſe in Covenant with Gop, as that the LoD ſhould be pe- 


2 


ciſed towards ' them after all their Abominations '*., The 


manner of Gop'; Dealings with this People is eſpecially 
InſtruRive to help the Faith of the Spiritual Electian upon all 
Occaſions, as holding forth the ſpecial Regard the Lord has 
for them becauſe of his Covenant : That tho H may and will 
puniſh their Iniquities; yet his loving Kindneſs H- will not 
take from them. And He puts it ſtill upon his having once 
choſen them, as ye have it in Feremy ch. xli. . I have choſen 
thee, and not caft thee away. This latter Clauſe, Aud net caff 
thee away, ſeems added to ſhew, that His chuſing them was an 
Act wnrepealable, q. d. I knew before hand what thou wouldſt 
do, and how thou wouldit prove; and if I had meant Ever to 
caſt thee off; yea, if I had not reſolved againſt it, I would 
not have cheſen thee at all * W; _ ; 9-5 be ſure I'll ſtand 
by thee, I will frengthen thee, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold 
thee with the 25 Tane of my Rigbteanſneſs. | 
It is true, the Body of that Nation, for their Unbelief, are 
now broken off; there is a Suſpenſion of the outward Part of 
the Covenant: Not that Gop intends an utter Rejection of 
them; for ſuch as have part in the ſpecial Election, are always 
ſaved +; and the Time will come when All Iſrael ſhail be 
ſaved : For, as touching the Election, they are beloved fil, 
tho? yet unborn. For their Sakes it was, that thoſe Days of 
Tribulation were ſhortened, Matth. xxiv. 22. Which antwers 
to that in [/aiah Ixv. 8. Deftrey it not, there is a Bleſſing in it. 
The Lord will not ſo much regard what they have done or 
deſerved, as what his Covenant 1s covenaing Malay Seed; 
which minding of his Covenant is from the Unchangrableneſi of 
his Purpoſe ; and therefore, tho* broken off at preſent, they 
Hall be grafted in again}. Tho' driven into all Lands; ſcat- 
teied into Corners; mingled with the Heathen ; and become 
ſo like them, as not to be known aſſunder; yet being his Cho- 
ſen, and within his C:venant, He will bring them out of their 
Holes, and gather them One by OneF : He will do it fo accu- 
rately, exactly, punctually, that None ſhall be wanting; The 
id, among all Nations, not One Grain ſhall fall to the Forth 1. 
he Reſervation mentioned in Rom. xi. was God's Omni 
tent ſafeguarding His Klect, when the reſt of the Nation fell 
to Idolatry: They had gone Al as well as Some, hy not 
g lection 


* Ezek. xvi. 63. + Rom. xi. 7. 1 Ver. 24. 6 Ia. xxvii.12. 
b Amos ix. wn hs 


265 . 
Election held them back; tis therefore ſaid to be According to 
* Eldtun of Grace: Elfion was the Pattern, and Reſervation 
e Copy of it. And that this was not a ſingle Cafe, or re- 
Frained to that preſent Time, is evident from Matth. xxiv, 
where our SAVIOUR foretells, that the Subtility of Deceivers, 
ind Temptations of the Times, fhall be fuch, and the Tor- 
fenit riſt to that Strength, that twill be next to impeſſible, not 
to be carried away by it, but for the Elec, they are ſafe- 
warded, How? By the coming in of the off and Sovereign 
auſe, by the virtue of which, the whole Force and Influence 
of thoſe ſecond Cauſes, ſhall either be prevented, or removed, 
mitigated, inverted, ſhortned, or over-ruled “; and the Faith 
of his ſealed Ones fo confirmed, that they ſhall not be hurt by 
them +4; Non, fone which is no more) thoſe very Things, 
which are deſtructive to others, ſhall work Life in them. 
This turned Balaam's Curfe into a Bleſſing to Ifraelt and 
Paul's Aflifions to his Salvation ; They are to Them a Cauſe 
of lifting up the Head. And if it were not fo, the Apoſtle 
could not Exhort us te count it all Jay when we fall into divers 
Temptations I; but that in the midit thereof Fe keepeth the 
Feet of his Saints**: For, ſays Gon, they are my People, Chil- 
dren that will not lie ; g. d. They are of thoſe I have choſen, 
and ſer apart for my ſelf, and therefore, they ſhall not fruſtrate 
my Purpoſe in ching them, which ſeems implied in the word 
+5 fo He was their S AviouR ; I will fave them, becauſe I 
have made them my People. | 
And further, tis worthy your Notice; that this Sovereign 
Deeree is always Regnant; a Kingdom that beareth rule over 
all, and ſhall never be broken 11. Pſal. Ixxxix. 34. 
Covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of 
Tips; My Covenant fool fand faſt with him, ver. 28. It is 
meant of the Covenarit made with David and his Houſe ; ar 
rather, with Cuxistr and his Spiritual Seed, of whom Davil 
was a Type. And that we might have Conſolatio 
the Loxv is pleaſed to bind it with an Oath ; XY Once 
for all, and once for ever; it was ſo full, perfect, and abſoluts 
that it needed no Alteration, Amendment, or Repetition, 
Once have I ſtworn by my Holineſs, that I will not lie unto David 


v. 35. 


* Matth, xxiv. 22, + Exek. ix. 6. Rev. vii. 3. f Dgut: 
X2itt. 5. C Phil. i. 19. || Luke xi. 28: 1 James i. 2. — 
i. 9. + Ifa. h. 8. + Dan. ii. 44- 
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v. 35. And how impoſſible it was that this Covenant ſhould 
be broken, appears by Jeremy, who ſpeaking in the Name of 
the Lok p, delivers it thus; if you can break my Cautnant of the 
Day, and my Covenant of the Night, that there ſhould not be Day 
and Neebe on obete Seaſon ; then may alſo my Coventne be broken 
with David my Servant * : Here note, by the way, that Day 
and Night take their Turnus; but ſtill it is in hour Seaſon. 
And David himſelf ſays ot it, that it is a Covenant Everlaſting 
Ordered in all Things, and Sure t; i. e. Whatever might paſſi- 
bly fall in to interrupt it, there was that Order obſerved in the 
Compoſition of the Covenant, and ſuch a Power laid 
within it; as ſhould certainly over-run and bear down tho 
Impediments, triumph over all, and hold on its Way: (as a 
the Tempeſts and T umults that happen in this lower World, 
can in no wiſe obſtruct the Courſe and Harmony of the 
Superior Orbs.) He therefore declares in high, yet humble 
Expreſſions, that he deſires no other or better Security tor his 
Salvation. And is it not unlikely, that David and Splemon 
were both of them left to thoſe great and grievous Backſlidings, 
to give proof of the Sureneſs of this Covenant, which indeed 
was ſufficiently done by them and tried to the uttermoſt; For, 
they both broke the Covenant on their part; and yet, the 
Covenant was not Nulled: No Thanks to them, but to that 
Sovereign Grace that had laid in Proviſion before to prevent it, 
by making it abſolute and unrepealabli. Yet will not the Loab 
connive at their miſcarriages ; dut if his Children farſake my 
Law and break my Statutes; I will viſi their Tens s with 
the Rod, and their Iniquity with Stripes: Neve my lov: 
kindneſs will I not utterly take from him, nor ſuffer my Failing 
to failt. There wos indeed, at Times, a ſeeming to, 

void this Covenant ; and great Complaints are upon it 
(as well there might) but it revives, and looks freſh again, 
joy comes in the Morning, as is evident by the cloſe of that 
Plalm, Bleſſed be the Lok for euermore, Amen and Amen / 
It's return was the more welcome for. its temporary Abſence z 
and therefore he meets with a double gratulation, Amen and 
Amen! It was but in a little Wrath that He hid his Face 
from them, and that but for a Hament of Time; but, with 
Everlaſting Kindneſs will I = Mercy on thee, ſcith the _ 


* Jeremiah xxxiii. 20, 21, + 2 Sam. Xxili. 3. f Pla. IXXXix. 
31, 32, 33. &F Ver. 39. 
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thy Redeemer. The Mountains ſhall detart, and the Hills be re- 
moved ; —— but My Kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither 
ſhall the Covenant of my Peace be removed, ſaith the Lord that 
hath mercy on thee*, In Jeremy another impoffibility is in- 
ſtanced, to ſhew the Eternal Vahdit of this Covenant; Thus 
faith the Lon D, if Heaven above can be meaſured, and the Foun- 
dations of the Earth ſearched out beneath; I will alſo caft off all 
the of Iſrael, for all that they have done, ſaith the Lok Df. 
The LORD, you ſee, has made Himſelf both the Alpha and 
Omega of this great Sentence; to ſhew, that both" Ends of the 
Covenant are in His own Hands. 

By theſe Scriptures, with many others, it is apparent, there 
ſhall be no failure on Gop's part; and conſequently, none at 
all, becauſe He hath taken on Himſelf the Performance of the 
whole, - not ſo, as to Exempt us from our Duty; but reduce 
us to it, and carry us thro” it: Believers therefore ſhall be in- 
vincibly ſecur'd to the End of their Faith, the Salvation of 
their Souls. 

Yet doth not this Doctrine go free of Contradiction; and 
truly, conſidering how plain and pertinent the Scripture is for 
it, it may well be conjectured, that if the firſt impugners of 
Perſeverance bad not found themſelves in a Tail; and necefſi- 
tated to oppoſe it, for the maintenance of other principles 
they had before eſpouſed, and which would not with 
this, they would never have ſet themſelves againſt it. But 
| Errors, like Truths in that, do hang together, or, as links 
| in a Chain, the firſt Mover draws the reſt after it: But, I 
| truſt, thro' help from above, all the Objections that are laid 
| againſt this Doctrine, ſhall, by one hand or other, prove to 
| its farther Confi mation. The chief that have occurr'd to 

me, are theſe that follow, and if I had met with any more 
conſiderable, I hope I ſhould not have ſhun'd their Trial. 
Obj. The Doctrine of Abſolute Perſeverance deprives Men of 
the ſharpeſt bit'which GoD hath given them, to curb the unregene- 
rate part of the Soul; we mean the Fear and Dread of Eternal 


Fire. 
13 The Law is good, if lawfully us'd; fo is Fear, in 
ime and Place, but out of that it is a Bone out of 


its 
Joint, The Law Works by Fear, as a School-Maſter unto 
CurisT: It is ordinarily the firſt occaſion of our motion > 

wards 


* Ifaiah liv. 8, 10. + Jeremiah xxxi. 37. 


of Perſeverance. 26 3 


S a. 


Fr e 10 0 A © 


wards believing. The Heir whilſt a Child may be under the 


tutorage of Fear: But when Faith is grown up, then caſt 
out the Bondwoman and her Son, Fear ſhall not be Heir with 
Faith: For, tho' it be a good Servant, *tis an ill Maſter. 
For Fear to predominate Faith, is for Servants to ride, while 
Princes walk an the Earth, which is an Error the-Earth cannot 


bear. Believers, A ſuch as know themſelves ſo to 


be, receiue not the Spirit e ge again to fear f: They are 
ated Now by another Principle, as a Horſe that is throughl 
broke and well wayed, is better managed by a gentle H 
than a biting Curb. Faith works by Love, it is not hence- 
forth the Fear of Wrath, but the Senſe of CHRIST's Love in 
delivering from Wrath, that both curbs the unregenerate part, 
and carries to higher acts of Obedience than Fear is capable 
of, altho* at times, all forts of Motives may be needful to 
keep us going, and the Lonxp for Exerciſe of our Graces, 
and other holy Ends, may let the deareſt of his Children long 
conflict with their Fears, under which He yet ſupports them, 
and brings them forth like Gold, at laſt. See Ethan's com- 
plaint, and the cloſe he makes, in the Ixxxixth Pſalm: See 
alſo, that excellent Treatiſe, 4 Child of Light, walking in 
Darkneſs, &c. 

There be two forts of Fear; of God, and of the Creature. 
Creature- Fear Believers are ſtill called from, and with good 
Reaſon, as ye will find after. Godly Fear is quite another 
thing, 'tis a Grace of the largeſt import; no ſaving Grace, 
but, this Fear is put for it, or joined with it; which Junc- 
ture ſhews its Import in that place. Tis ſometimes put for 
Faith, Gen. xxii. 12. with Heb. xi. 17. ſometimes for Leue, 
Pf. cxxx. 4. with Lu. vii. 47. For Reverence alſo, Pſ. Ixxxix. 
7. Levit. xix. 3 xii. 28. For Vigilance and Cir, 


ton, 
2 Cor. vii. 11. For Subjefion, or Obſervance, Mal. i. 6. Holi- 


neſs alſo is coupled with Fear, 2 Cor. vii. 1. So is Mackneſs, 
1 Pet. iii. 15. So alſo. is Knowledge, Viſdm, and good Un- 

der/tanding, 
== orſhip is intended by it, Judges vi. 10. go. viii. 
13 Fob i. 1. and 8, This Fear ariſeth fromm the Sight of 
ob's Holineſs, Greatneſs, juſt Severity againſt Sin, with 
that is in CHRIST, and our Intereſt in Him, wherewith that 
S 2 | tflaviſh 


Prov. i. 7. Pſ. exi. 12. Sometimes the whole of 
— 2 
the Freeneſs of his Grace, Sureneſs of his Covenant, Fulneſs 
Ecclef, x. 5, 7, with Prov. xxx. 21, 22. + Row. viii. 15. 
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laviſh Fear of Hell will not conſiſt. On this Account, the 
LorD our God is ſaid to be a fearful Name, Deut. xxviii, 
8. 1. . Tis the only Object cal of our Faith, Love, 
everence, and religious Worſhip: And according to this 
Senſe of the Word- Bleſſed is the Man that 
But touching the Fear e Hell, as ſuppoſed the beſt Curb to 
Sin, and Promoter of Perſeverance, it ought to be rejected. 
How far it may influence an unregenerate Perſon, as a Curb 
to his Luſts, is not the Queſtion here; but if Saul and Judas 
ran headlong to Hell, with this Bit in their then the 
Bit is not the moſt Effeftual Curb. Ar = 
it are obvious; 1. That by which Gop puri 8 
and whereby Believers are ſtrengthened to a Concurrence with 
Him in that Work, is ſurely the pro Curb to Sin; That 
alſo which weakens and tends to deſtroy the Reet, muſt needs 
be more Effectual than That which only hinders ſome putting. 
of it forth: But, all this is done by Faith; this lays the Ax 
to the Root: By Faith Gop purifies the Heart . and every 
One that hath thi Hope, purifieth himſelf as He is pure t. 
There is no ſuch Virtue aſcrib'd to the Fear of Hell, but 
plainly, the Spirit of Fear is oppoſed to the Spirit of Love, of 
Faith, and of a Sound Mind t. 2. That which has the place 
of an End in CuRIs “s delivering from Enemies, can be no 
let to Perſeverance: But, That we might ſerve Gop ke 
fear has the place of an End in that 12 
which the Scripture holds forth as an help to ee 


cannot be an bindrance to it; but, the Seri, 

Faith and Confidence in Gop, 1 2 
ranee . 4. which irritates the unregenerate Part, 

be faid-t9 carb it: But, This does the Fear of Wrath, * 
the Commandment came, Sin revived g, i. e. it took cecaben 
by the Laws reſtraint, for the ſtronger reſurgency againſt it; 
and fo, the Law worketh Frath**, as a Torrent ſtopp'd in 
its Courſe grows more impetuous: Cain was an inſtance of 
this ++; and even Paul in his Unregeneracytt: When 
_ throughly convinced of Sin, if Grace ſtep not in as its Guar- 
dian, the Soul's-undone. That Scripture Matt. x. 28. gives 
the Odjection no Countenance ; The Fear there intend * 


Acta xv. 9. +1 John iv. g. t Tim. i. 7. $ Luke, i. 
74, 75+ || Rom. vi. 12, 14. Heb. iii. 14. ch 35. 1 Rom. 
wi. 9. ON iv. 16. t Gen. iv. 3. } 4 Row. . VII. 10, 11. 
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that which hath Faith and Love in it: Fear not them which kill 
the Body, but Him that is able to oy the Soul and 
Body in Hell, The two Objects of Fear He puts in the Bal- 
lance; to ſhew how little reaſon we have to balk our Duty for 
fear of Men, whoſe Power can but reach to a bodily Death; 
and how much more to fear Him that has the Keys of Death 
and of Hell; that is, who hath Power to caſt into Hell, 
might juſtly have done it, and yet hath ſaved us from it: 
And this Fear is Love; as is evident by Mat. x. 37, where 
ſpeaking of the ſame thing, ( viz. cleaving to CHRIS, part» 
ing with all for Him) *tis expreſly called Love, he that loveth 
Father or Mother more than 2 is not worthy of Me: And, 
for ought that appears to the contrary, it might be the Fear 
of Hell that made the flothful Servant to hide his Talent; 7 
knew thee that thou art an hard Man, —and | was afraid; and 
went and hid thy Talent in the Earth*. Tis alſo to be ob- 
ſerved, that before the Great Tribunal, the Fearful and Un- 
believing ſtand linked together +, But whatever influence the 
Fear of Hell may have upon Perſons Unregenerate, as a Curb 
to their Luſts; the Doctrine of Perſeverance deprives not of 
it * = concerns on Believers. a 
he Objection is further exce inſt; 

1. Boca is puts an Indignity A de Wilden of Gop, as 
if He had taken from Believers ſome expedient help to Perſe- 
verance, by giving them Abſoluts Promiſes; whereas, we 
ſhould 24 ſpect our own Underſtandings, and renounce 
thoſe Opinions, which neceſſitate ſuch unnatural Deductions 
to ſupport them: For, do but ſeparate the Promiſes from 
their * and their Strength is gone they would 

ve as the Law, Weak through the Weakneſs of the Fleſh. 

he Lok knows that Believers have the moſt difficult Work, 
and deepeſt Senſe of their own Inſufficiency, and that nothing 
more weakens their Hands than doubting and Fears, and for 


that Cauſe hath made his Promiſes Abſolute. Thus He 


armed Joſhua to the Battle; there ſhall not any Man be able to 


fand before thee all the Days of thy Life; I will net leave thee nor 
for/ſake thee; and thence draws him an Argument, to be 


and of a good Courage d. Thus alſo Samuel (in the place fore- 
— oo. ;) When the 1 were greatly perplexed 2 
3 cau 


* Mat. xxv. 24, 23. 1 Rev. Xxi. 8. 1 Rom. viii. 3. 
Joſh. i. 3, 6. 
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cauſe of Gop's Diſpleaſure towards them; to confirm them 


in their Duty, he comforts them againſt their Fears; Fear 
not, ye have done all this Wickedneſs, yet turn not afide from fol- 
lowing the Lon D *. And what's the ſtrong reaſon by which 
he fixes them? For, the Lord will not forſate bis People . 
Paul likewiſe exhorting Believers to that great Duty of keep- 
ing down Sin, that it might not reign; becauſe the Sharpneſs 
and Heat of the Conflict might otherwiſe make them recoil; 
he gives them, as an high Cordial, Aſſurance of Victory; tells 
them expreſly, that Sin ſhall not have Dominion aver them f. 
Of the ſame Mind were Peter and John; the one directs to 
give all Diligence to make our calling and Election Sure; and 
this, as a Principal Means to keep us from ſallingF: and the 
other makes it the very ſcope of his whole Epiſtle, that Belie- 
vers might now they have Eternal Life, and that they might 
go on in belicvingl. Which kind of Arguments had been 
very improper and unduly applied, if giving them Aſſurance 
touching the Event, had not been a ftrengthening of them ia 
their Duty, and much more, if it would have proved an 
indulgence to the Fleſh. 

2. Let Fear be confidered in its ordinary and natural Ef- 
fects; and 'twill eaſily appear, that nothing is leſs pleaſing to 
Gop, or more unapt fur the Service of Perſeverance, As a 
Man's Principle is, ſuch will be his Obedience, laviſh Ob- 
ſervance is the beſt that flaviſh Fear can produce; which is 
no way acceptable to an ingenious Spirit: Gop loves a cheer- 
ful Giver, not Samaritan worſhip, for fear of Lions J. Such 
ſervice will alſo be weak and wavering: for, nothing ſo un- 
ſettles the Mind as Fear, it enervates the Soul, and takes 
away its Strength: Nabal's Heart died within him for Fear ** ; 
And the Soldiers that kent the Sepulchre, were as dead Mer 
for Fear++: The Obedience, therefore, which comes from 
thence, can be but a dead Obedience, the Ef## cannot riſe 
higher than the Cauſe. Pharaoh let Iſrael go, becauſe of the 
Plagues, which being a little removed, he repents his Obedi- 
ence, and chides himſelf for it tt: And thoſe Hypocrites, tho 

fearfulneſs had ſurpriſed them, remained Hypocrites ſtill FF. 
This Fear will alfo conſiſt with the greateſt Impieties: Thoſe 


very 


® 1 Sam. xii. 20. + Ver. 22. 1 Rom. vi. 14. 5 2 Pet. i. 
10. | 1 John v. 13. 12 Kings xvii. 25. ** 1 Sam. xxv. 37. 


++ Mat. xxviit. 4. 1 Exod. xiv. 5. {\ Ifa. xxxiii. 14. 
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Samaritans who thus feared the Lomp, did alſo worſhip 
their graven Images *. 3 

3. Fear puts upon uſing unlawful Means: * to deny 
his Wife f; David to Lye, and feign himſelf Mad 1; Peter, 
and other holy Men, to diſſemble 5. It ſends Men to Eg. 
for help, as it did the Fews||; yea, to Hell, as it did Saul f. 
Therefore, both Satan and wicked Men, are ſtill endeavourin 
to put Gop's People in Fear, as they would Nehemiah, 
whereby his Work had ceaſed *®, And Satan ſtood at Jaſbu⁰ 's 
right Hand to reſiſt him, i. e. to accuſe him; ani ſo to put 
him in Fear, becauſe of his filthy Garments, thereby to diſcou- 
rage him in the Work of his Office ++. 

4. Let Fear be compared with its contrary, which is Faith, 
Dis removes the Mountain, while Fear fixes it, yea, makes it 
ſeem to be, where no ſuch thing is. Fear made the unbeliev- 
ing Spies to bring up an evil Report of the Land, and 
to fancy Impoſſibilities of obtaining ittt: Faith made Caleb 
and Foſhua magnanimous; Let us go up at once, ſay they, and 
poſſeſs it, for we are well to overcome itFF; yea, they ſhall be 
Bread for us I. Theſe two, who feared no Miſcarriage under 
an abſolute Promiſe, were carried in; all that doubted were ſhut 
out. Peter, while confident, walked on the Waves; when 
he began to doubt, he began to ſinł . It was Faith made 
thoſe Worthies valiant to font, enabled one to chaſe a thou» 
ſand r; when Fear cauſed a thouſand to flee at the Rebuke 
of one, yea, at the ſhaking of a Leaf*t. An Handful of 
Obedience ſpringin from Frith and 0 in Gop, is 
more acceptable to Him, than Sheafs and Loads ariſing from 
Fear of Wrath. If Paul, for fear-of Hell, had given his 
Body to be burned, it had been nothing *F : But Faith and 
Love render ſmall things of value with Gop, even the Wi- 
dow's Mite, and a Cup of cold Water. And *tis worthy of 
Remark, that when the Fruits of the Sp1rIT are reckoned 
up, this Fear is not ſo much as named among them“. And 
certain it is, that the more ſenſible and lively our Love is to 


8 4 Goo, 


* 2 Kings xvii. 41. + Gen, xxvi. 7. f 1 Sam. xxi. 13. 
Cal. ii. 12, 13. |} Iſa, xxx, 2, Hoſea vii. 11, T 1 Sam. 
xxviii. 7. Neh. vi. 13, 14, 10. ff Zech. iii. 1. 1 Numb. 
xiii. 31. 0 Ver. go. Ch. xiv. 9. 11 Mat. xiv. 29, 30. 
*+ Joſh. Xxiii. 10. f Levit. xxvi. 36. 5 1 Cor. xiii. g. *| Gal. 
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Gop, the lefs will be our Fear of Hell, for Perfe# Love cafts 
out Fear. | 

5. If Fear were ſuch an effectual Curb to Sin, or help to 
Ferfeverance, there would not be ſuch Promiſes of deliver: 
Gon's People from their Fears, nor would they fo affection- 
ately bleſs Gop for their being delivered, nor fo reſolutely ſet 
themſelves againſt it; neither would there be ſo many Com- 
mands and Injunctions laid upon them, not to be afraid. 

(1.) For Commands = Fear. Fear not thou, O my 
Servant Jacob, —for I will ſave thee: Fear thou not, —I will 
correct thee in meaſure*, i. e. metly and proportionably, ac- 
cording to the Scope of my Covenant, which is to fave thee. 
The Lonp would not have us think ourſelves in danger of 
being caſhier'd, when we are chaſtened ; which ſeems the im- 
port of that in aiab, I have choſen thee, and not caft thee away ; 
fear thoy not t. So, to the Hebrews, Caft not away your Confi- 
gence]: And CRISH to his Diciples, Let nat your Heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid d: (Nothing brings ſuch Per- 
turbatian of Mind as Fear.) And, Fear not, little Flock ; 
why? Ht is your Father's good Pleaſure to giue you the Kingdem |. 
Innumerable are the Injunctions laid upon God's People 
againſt Fear, Ia. xxxv. 4. Ch. xliii. 5. Ch. xliv. 2. Jer. 
XXX. 10. fot ll. 21. Zeph. iii. 16. Hag ii. 5. Zach. viii. 13, 
15. Matth. x. 29. Acts xxvii. 24. Rev. i. 17, &c. There- 
fore Freedom from this Fear is no Impediment to Perſe- 
verance. 

(2.) Promiſes of delivering from Fears. Jacob Hall be in 
quiet, and none ſhall make him afraid : He ſhall nat be afraid 
of evil Tidings “: He ſhall be quiet from fear of Evilt+. The 

romiſe is not made to Fear and Fainting, but to Faith and 
Confidence; Be of good Courage and He fhall firengthen thy 
Heart 11. If it had been the Mind of CarisT, that Belie- 
vers ſhould ſtill] be under this Fear, He would not have told 
them, They are paſſed from Death to Life, and ſhall nat come into 
Condemnation IF : That they ſhall fit uton Thrones || : That their 
Inheritance is reſerved in Heaven for them, and they kept for it; 
and that by the Mighty Power of GOD . The Refute of all 
| which 


fer. xlvi. 27, 28. + Ia. xli. 9, 10. f Heb. x. 35. J John 
xiv. $7, | Luke xii. 32. 1 Jer. xxx. 16. ** Pal. cxii. 7. 
++ Prov. i 33. t Pal. xxvii. 14. 6% John v. 24. i Mat, 
xix. 28. JT 1 Pet. i. 4, 5. FS 
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which is, That having theſe Promiſes, we ſhould cleanſe ourſebves 


a 

from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit; perfecting Holineſs in the 
) Fear of Go“. Zane | 
(3-) Examples of Chriſtian Reſolution, Not to fear. Yea 


tho I walk through the V. 1 the Shadow of Death, I will fear 
none Evil f. Ifa. I. 7. ore (that is, becauſe the Loap 
God hath promiſed to help him; therefpre) have I ſet my Face 
421 a Flint, and I know that I ſhall not be confounded, PC. Ivi. 4. 
I will not fear what Fleſh can do unto me. And PC. xlix. 5. 
＋ 1 ſhould I fear in the Days of Evil, when the Iniquity of 
my Heels ſhall compaſs me about?  heſe, if any thing, ſhould , 
have put him in fear; but this Faith reſolves againſt it, ae- 
cording to Iſa. xii. 2. I will truſt, and not be afraid, i. e. He 
would not willingly admit the leaſt Mixture of Fear with his 
Faith; and nocd Wenn for it, ſince the Foy of the Loxp was 
bis Strength . 

(4.) Inflances of Thankfulneis for Deliverance from Fears. 
O magnify the Lox D with me, and let us exalt his Name together. 
But what's the Occaſion of this joyful Triumph? I ſought the 
Lok p and He heard me, and delivered me from all my Fears 8: 
And therefore will I offer in his Tabernacle Sacrifices of Foy; and 
the Reaſon of it was, That GoD would hide him in hs own 
Pavilian ]; that is, He would ſecure him from Danger, and 
ſet him up above his Fears: Which he could not, with any 
good Reaſon have rejoiced in; nor have prayed that Gon 
would reftore him to the Foys of his Salvation, it the Dread of 
Eternal Fire had been ſo good a Friend to Perſeverance. 
Scriptures might be multiplied : But, beſides theſe, it is evi 
dent in Experience, that nothing ſo elevates the Spirit and 
Courage of a Man in great Undertakings, as Aſſurance 
Succeſs But while he is wavering, and doubtful how he ſhall 
— eſpecially while he meditates Terrors, and of them the 
dreadfulleft, his Hands are enfeebled, nor has he his Wits 
about him, as we uſe to ſpeak, to diſcern and improve them 
as otherwiſe he might. That which tends really to make a 
Man fedfaſt, unmoveable, and always to abound in the Work of 
the LoRD, is not the Fear cf and loſing all at 
laſt; but Faith, and a certain Knowledge that his Labour ſhall 
not be in yain in the Lord, x Cor. xv. 58. | - 

N bj. 


* 2 Cor. vii. 1. + Pſam xxiii. 4. 1 Neh. viii. 10. { Plalm 
xliii, 3, 4+ || Flalm xxvü. 3. 6, 
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Obj. If a Man once believing cannot loſe his Faith ; Why is it 

ſaid, him that flandeth take Heed leſt he fall? And look to 

your ſelves, that we loſe not the Things we have wrought? If na 

— of leſing, need ſuch Cautions, and ſo great Cir- 
con. 

45 The Maker of this Objection hath elſewhere ted, 
that the obtaining of Canaan was ſure to Abraham's Feed, ſo 
as their Unworthineſs could not deprive them of it: And yet 
we find, their Induction and actual Poſſeſſion yoked, after- 
wards, with as many Conditions, Cautions and Limitations, 
as the Promiſe of Salvation to Believers, any where is; and 
yet, nevertheleſs certain. But for more particular Anſwer, 

I. That a righteous Man may fall, is evident; and as evi- 
dent it is, That he cannot fall finally: For tho' he fall 
Times in a Day, as often does he riſe again “; and this, be- 
cauſe the Lox D upholdeth him with his Hand f: And again, 
The LoRD upholdeth all that fall t; i. e. Either He ſtays them 
when they are falling, or ſo orders and limits the Matter, that 
they fall not into Miichief, as others do, and to be ſure He'll 
ſet them on their Feet again: The Abſolute Promiſe cannot 
be nulled or made uncertain by cautionary Words elſewhere 
delivered. It cannot therefore be meant of a total and final 
F — which the Scripture Current expreſly runs 

it, 

by” There are Conſiderations of great Weight to make Be- 
lievers take heed of Falling, without ſuppoſing their final 
Apoſtacy, as the Danger of breaking a Man's Bones, is 
Ground ſufficient for Caution, tho” (fre that his Neck ſhall 
be ſafe; the Diſhonour done unto his FATHER ; the Shame 
that is put upon CHRIST; grieving the COMFORTER, ſcan- 
dalizing the good ways of God; ſtumbling the Weak; 
ſtrengthening the Wicked; the unfitting of him for his Duty; 
interrupting his Peace and Communion with Gop, &c. 
Every of which will weigh deep with a Soul that is born 
of Go. | 

3. The Lord does ordinarily bring about his Purpoſes by 
Means; Of which Cautions are a part; and by which, as 2 
Means, He keeps off the Evil cautioned againſt. In the 
1 John ii. 28. the Apoſtle exhorts them to abide in CaRIST ; 
w certain Profe ſſors had relinquiſhed, v. 19. And as 
purpoſely intending to obviate this ObjeCtion, he tells 1 * 

* Prov, xxiv. 16. + Pſa. xxxvii. 24. 1 Pla. cxlv. 14. 
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That they ſhall abide in Him, v. 27. whereby he ſtren 
them to their 4 | 

For the other Place objected, (viz. Look to yourſelves, that 
we loſe not the Things we have wrought); it is one Thing to 
loſe for a Time the Senſe and Comfort of our State, as David, 
Heman, and others did; and another Thing to loſe the State 
itſelf; which a Believer Hall never do, as is ſhewn before. 
Of much like Import is that in 2 Pet. i 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 Verſes; 
where he exhorts them to give all Diligence, to add one Grace 
to another: And to help them in their Work, he tells them, 
1. What Advantages they ſhall have by their ſo doing ; They 
ſhall not be unfruitful in the Knowledge of JESUS CHRIST, i. e. 
It ſhall evidence to them that the Knowledge they have is a 
real Knowledge; which cannot be known from that which is 
formal only, but by ſuch an Effect. That alſo by this Means 
it ſhall be encreaſed; the uſing of Things well, and to their 
proper End, being the readieſt Way to their Improvement, 
according to Jahn vii. 17. He that will de my Will, ſhall 
hnow of my Doctrine. 2. He then ſets before them the Loſs 
they ſhall have in caſe of Neglect, They will become blind, un- 
able to ſee afar off, and forget that they were Jarged from their 
old Sins: Remiſneſs will bring Obſcurity: That which was 
clear before, will now become clouded, and be as if it were 
not: It may Fa to them, that they are ſhort of that Reſt, 
which yet is ſure to them; and ſo they'll be put to begin their 
Work anew: Whereas, if they do theſe Things, they Hall never 
Fall, i. e. They ſhall not fall from their Stedfaſtneſi, nor loſe 
that clear Sight and Aſſurance which they now have, touching 
their good Eſtate, viz. as being Partakers of the Divine Nature, 
and purged from their old Sins; which thoſe Neglects might put 
out of their Sight; and fo loſe them the Senſe and Comfort 
of what they had wrought. 

Obj. Me read in John vi. 66. that many of CHRIST's Diſci- 
ples forſook him: In Timothy, of ſome, who, as concerning the 
Faith, had made Shiprureck: And of Simon Magus, who once 
believed, and was afterwards found in the Bond of Iniquity. 

Anſ. The Objection has an Anſwer ſufficient made ready to 
its Hand, in 1 Fohn ii. 19. They went out from us, becauſe 
they were not of us: For, if they had been of us, they would no 
doubt have continued with us. Seeming Faith may really be loſt, 
as theirs was; and Real Faith may ſeemingly be loſt, as was the 
Apoſtle's, Luke xxiv. Sceming Faith is loft really, becauſe 

N 
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id was but Seeming; Real Faith cannot be loſt, ' becauſe it is 
Real. Vet we ſhall find, that That which is but feeming, is 
frequently called by the Name of that it ſeems to be; as in 
Matth. xiii. 12. it is. ſaid, That which he hath: In Luke viii. 
78, ſpeaking of the fame Thing, it is rendred, That he ſeemeth 
to have: So thoſe who forſook CHRIST, they were Diſciples 
but in ſhew ; they never believed in Truth; as appears by John 
vi. 64. Teſus know from the Beginning, who they were that be- 
keved not: And this (viz. becaute it was but a ſeeming Faith 
they had) He gives as the Reaſon of their now forfaking Him, 
And for Simon Magus, the Anſwer is as clear concerning him: 
Where let us conſider, 

1. That a Man may be ſaid to believe, and yet not be a 
Believer; as a righteous Man T9 Sin, and yet not be a Sin- 
ner, 1 John v. 18. To be a Believer, is to be thorough- 
paced in Faith, to believe all that is to be believed, and to 
have the Heart united to it : Thus Simon believed not; and if 
he had, could not have thought the HoLy GrosrT vendible 
for Money. 

2. His Faith ſeems to be only ſuch a Belief concerning 
Philip as the Samaritans lately had concerning Simon, viz. That 
He was the great Power of God. For finding himſelf over- 
matched by Philip, who caſt out the Spirits which he, per- 
haps, had poſſeſſed them with, he could not now but give the 
Precedency to Philip, as having a greater Power than him- 
„ and therefore, he continued with Philip, wondring at what 

did. 

3. Simon's Believing ſeems to be no more than an outward 
Profeſſional Faith, taken up for By-Reſpects, to preſerve his 
Intereſt and Repute among the People, who now began to 
fall from him, and to follow Philip; whoſe Diſciple he him- 
ſelf will profeſs to be, rather than to be quite caſhiered. Be- 
ſides, this Profeſſion of his might, in his Conceit, be a Step 
towards purchaſmg the Gift of the HoLy Ghost, which if he 


could obtain, hc had been again in as good a Condition, both 
for Reputation and Profit as before. 


If any ſhall fay, we read not of this Diſtinction of Faith, 
into true and falſe: I anſwer, the Scripture frequently ſpeaks 
of - Perſons and Things, according to vulgar Fſteem, or what 
they profeſſed themſelves to be; Abax is {aid to Sacrifice 2 
5 
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God's of Damaſcus that ſmote him ; and yet neither were they 
Gods, nor did they fmite him; But tis f. according to 
his own ſuperſtitious Opinion of them, thoſe four hun- 
dred Men, who propheſied before Ahab, they are called Pro- 
phets +; not that they were 7 indeed, but becauie they ſo pro- 
feſſed themſelves ; or becauſe ſo reputed by Ahab and the Beo- 
ple. A Prophet is one that is inſpired by the HoLy GnosT; 
which thoſe Men were not, but by a lying Spirit f. Now 
Simon Magus was no more a true Believer, than thoſe true 
Prophets ; nor his Faith any more of the right Kind, than 
their Predictions true Prophecies. We find that the 
Scripture makes the Coming to paſs of the Thing foretold, to 
be the Evidence of a true Prophet: According to which Rule, 
Perſeverance to Salvation muſt demonftrate the T ruth of Faiths 
whereſoever this follows not, there Faith was but pretend- 
ed; they profeſs to know GO, but in Works deny Him { As 
of the Samaritans before mentioned, it is ſaid, they feared the 
Loan; and preſently after, that they feared uot the Log | : 
They feared Him in Shew, but not in Truth. | 
4. The Foundation Guy frog ure; having this Seal, the 
Lok knoweth them that are his J. He brings it in to comfort 
Believers, touching the Sureneſi of their flanding ;. when others, 
of as glorious out- make Shipwreck of the Faith: It ſtands 
ſure, becauſe tbe Lox D tnaweth them that are his; He knows 
whom He hath Choſen; fer whom He bath received the Atone- 
ment; whom He hath c and cauſed to tate hald of his Cove- 
_ nant . And theſe ſhall ſurely be kept, notwithſtanding the wo- 
ful Backflidings of others. 28 | 
Obj. IF one that believe not Now, may have Faith hereafter ; 
C0000 
— It follows not, That becauſe CHRIsTH can bind Sa- 
tan, and caſt him out; therefore Satan can do ſo by CHAISsr. 
He can come into the Devil's Nurſery, when He will; take 
a Crab-ſtock and tranfplant it, and graft it with. a Noble 
Cyon: But Satan cannot come into God's Vineyard, (which 
is a Garden encloſed) and take thence what He pleaſeth. One 
who is now dead in Sin, may be quickened; but being ance 
alive, can die no more: It is CuRIST's own Afﬀertion, 2 


„ach zxv'ii. 2g, + a Kings xxii. 6. 4 Ver. 22. ( 
i. 16. || 2 K ngs xvii. 32, 34. 1 Tim. ii. 19. * 
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that liveth and believeth in Me, all never die, John xi. 26. 
Which cannot be meant of any other but a Spiritual Death, 
9 is 1 his Faith. , 

bj. ghteous may turn om his Righteouſneſs ; 
2 o, that he ſhall die for it, — th. 24. * 

Anſ. There's a two-fold Righteouſneſs, 1. Moral; ſuch as 
Paul had before his Converfion ; this a Man may continue in 
to the laſt, and yet not be ſaved. 2. There is a Goſpel Righ- 
teouſneſs ; 1. Inputed; This is the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
* which we are juſtified. 2. Infuſed ; this is the Divine 

ature communicated by the SyiRIT of CHrIST, whereby 
we are ſanctified. Theſe two go inſeparably, and can never 
be loſt. But the Righteouſneſs ſpoken of in the Place objec- 
ted, ſeems to be of the former fort; wiz. Moral or Outward 
Righteouſneſs; For, Outward Conformity to the Law was 
the Condition of their poſſeſſing the Land of Canaan, with 
long Life and Proſperity in it. This, if retained, gave them 
2 legal Right to thoſe — If they turned from it, they 
ran into * And loſe it they might, for they had 
no Promiſe that they ſhould abide in it. Bur, the new Co- 
venant undertakes for That, as is evident by comparing Fer. 
xxxi. 31, 3Þ with Chap. xxxii. 40. But if any will 
yet ſuppoſe, righteous Man ſpoken of in that xviii. of 
Exel. to be meant of a true Believer; there is, I hope, in the 
anſwers foregoing ſufficient to ſolve it. 

But ſuppoſe a Believer be taken away in his Sin, as per- 
haps Joſiah was, and hath not Time to Repent of it? 1. It 
cannot be proved that this was the Caſe with 7oflah: He had 
Time ſufficient between his Wounding and his Death; as is 
eyident by the Story, 2 Chr. xxxv. 23, 24. But, 2. There 
was That in him that would have repented ; and God reckons 
of a Man according to what he would Do. It being in Da- 
vid's Heart to build Him an Houſe, it was accepted as if he 
had done it. The Root of the Matter is in every Regenerate 
Perſon, which if it had Time would put forth itfelf in Fruits: 
And therefore they ſhall not be dealt with as barren Trees, 
which have not that Subſtance in them. 

Obj. The Promiſe of Perſeverance is not made to Faith, that 
That ſhall not fail; but in reference to the Faveur of GOD, viz. 
That if Men go on to Believe, they ſhall abide in His Love. 

Anſw. Thus to give the Senſe of the Promiſe, is to enervate 
it, and make it ſpeak but according to a 
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Works: It bereaves it wholly of that Betterneſs the Seri 
aſcribes to it in Heb. viii. 6.—10. It alſo renders the Promiſe 
as ſpeaking fallacioufly; making ſhew of That it intends not: 
It would be as if he had ſaid, You ſhall ep the Favour of 
Gop, if you do not loſe it. Beſides, Faith is the Soul's 
coming to God; Unbelief, its departing from Him: The 
Promiſe, therefore, that ſecures againſt departing from Gop 
ſecures your Continuance in believing: He that undertakes you 
ſhall be Crowned, doth virtually undertake for your holding 
out to the End of your Race. 

Others again, in interpreting the Promiſes, recorded in the 
xxxvi. of Ezek. and xxxii. of Jeremy, touching Men's not de- 
parting mom Gop, reſtrain them to the Fewiſh Nation, and to 


Anſ. To this I ſhall only fay, That altho' ſome particular 
Times and Perſons are more immediately concerned in the 
Promiſes of the Old Teſtament (eſpecially ſuch as refer to 
Temporal Things) yet is there not one Promiſe, but, in the 
Spirituality of it, © Los to every one that belongs to CurrsT ; 
that is, Jets in Spirit. No Scripture is of private Interpreta- 
tion ; and therefore not to be confined to thoſe particular Times 
or Perſons, when and to whom they were delivered: They 
were written for the Uſe of All“; And we find them ac- 
cordingly applied in the New Teſtament. The Promiſe made 
to J ua touching the Succeſs of his Warfare in Canaan, is 
by the Apoſtle applied to Believers in general, as an Argu- 
ment againſt over much Carefulneſs in a married Eſtate, and 
for Contentedneſs with our preſent Condition t. So likewiſe, 
the Propheſy of Iſaiah, touching the Hypocrites of his Time, 
is by CaRIsT applied to the Phariſees 1: And the Promiſes 
made * the Fews, in 1/a. liv. 13. are applied to the Gentiles, 
in Fohn vi. 45. 

bj. The Doctrine of Abſolute Perſeverance, lays the Reins 
of Security on the Neck of the Fleſh, and of the old Man in Be- 
ers. | 

Anſ. For Anſwer, 1. This Objection is, in Effect, the 
ſame with the firſt, only it ſpeaks broader; which ſhews, that 
the farther Men go in oppoling the Truth, the worſe Lan- 


guage 


* 1 Cor. x. 11. + Joſh. i. f. with Heb. xiii. 3. f Iſa, xxix. 
13. With Mat. xv. 7, 8. | 
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they give it. That many who diſbelieve the Doctrine 
of Perſeverance, have given the Fleſh its full Range and Li- 
berty, needs no Proof: But, that any Believer hath made 
that impious Uſe of it, will never be made out. 2. The Ob- 
jection deſerves no Quarter, becauſe it highly reproaches the 
Goodneſs and Faithfulneſs of Gop, as if for a Fiſh, He had 
given his People a Scorpion, for ſo twould be, if his giving 
them Ab/alute Promiſes, would prove an Indulgence to the 
Fleſh. 3- It alſo contradicts the known and conſtant Way of 
Holy Men's: Arguing and Inferring from Abſolute Promiſes, and 
the hig be Aſſurance : Sce a few Inſtances of this: hen CHAT 
our Life ſhail appear, then ſhall ye alſo appear with Him in Glory ; 
The Reſult of it is, Aortify therefore your Members which are 
upen the Earth*. Again, we know that when He ſhall appear, 
: we ſhall be lite Him: And what is the Fruit of this Knowledge? 
Every Man that hath this Hope in him, purifieth 2 even as 
He is pure +. The like ye have in the Cormths: For we know 
that if our Earthly Houſe of this Tabernaciz were diſſolved, we 
have a Building of GoD, an Houſe not made with Hands, Eter- 
nal in the Heavens; now ſee the Effect of this Aſſurance ; 
wherefore we labour, that whether preſent or abſent, we may be 
accepted of him f. In the next Chapter he repeats the Sum of 
the new Covenant; I will be a Father unto and ye fhall be 
my Sons and Daughters, ſaith the LoRD 42 $: Obſerve 
now the Uſe he makes of it; (and all Believers have the ſame 
Mind) having therefore theſe Promiſes, abſolute Promiſes, lt us 
cleanſe our ſelves from ali Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting 
Holineſs in the Fear of GOD ||. Job knew that his REDEEMER 
lived, and that he ſhould live with Him; and vet as to Holi- 
neſs and Integrity, not a Man like Fob in all the Earth. And 
tat Holy Man Aſapb was fully aſſured of Perſevering infalli- 
bly ; Thou ſhalt guide me by t Counſel, and afterwards recerue me 


to Glory J. This did not looſen the Reins, but made him 


cleave cloſer to God, renouncing all but Him and His Ser- 
vice; whom have I in Heaven but Thee?- And it is good for me 
to draw-nigh to Gon **, The like Frame of Spirit we find 
in David. Swely and Mercy fhall follow me all the 
Days of my Life : His Reſult alſo is, I will in the Houſe 
of GopD for ever #4. And, that theſe were not temporary 


„ Col. iii. 4, 5. Þ} 2 John iii. 2, g. 1 2 Cor. 5, 9. 6 Cor. 
6,18. | Ch 94 10 1 Pla. ñXxiii. 24. Ver. 25, 28. 
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Fits and Flaſhes, but from a ſettled + 85 
t by his Mannet of Reaſoning; in Trouble 
foall hide me in His Pavilion, no ſafer Phe on on Earth nor i 
Heaven, and now ſhall my Head be lifted up about mine Enemies 
round about me *. But "Shes follows upon this mounted Af- 
ſurance? Soul, take thy Eaſe, aut, drink, and be merry? O! 
no, but therefore will I » ; Sari of ; 1 will g, yea 


1 will ſing unto t e was now upo a bis 
high Places, dai of the reach” of Datiger; but di not. Bet 


— upon it, reſtrain Prayer, and give over callin 
God ; but falls the more fervently upon that which 
the Upthor of all in Heaven: He would rather have been re- 
_ without this Aſſurance, as himſelf prefently acknowled 
” 7 had fand, unleſs I bad believed to fee the Sena of 
Tous in the Land of the Lrvim t. So by aſſurance of ob- 
taining what he run for, was a migh — 2 to him 
in his Race: Who ſo crucified A W. aul? 80 
abundant in all Kind of Service, or more ready to die for 
Cunrsr, than be? Who yet had the fulleſt Aſſhrance of hold- 
ing out, and of receiving the Crown of Righteouſneſs at laſt; 
And that ſhould ſeparate him from it. By theſe ye may 
ther, That Believers are Ge of a nobler Extract, than to love 
Gon the lit, becauſe He loves them ſo much, and that tis no 
trivial 4M to inſinuate, that Believers, eſpecially ſuch as 
Have affurance, are moſt expoſed and given to Backſliding: 
Which is, fure, an unnatural —_ of their being 
to the Redemption. Such 0 ons do alſo a the 
Aue 2 them not well — with the qoodly Ways 
of Gop, nor with that ſpiritual obliging Sweetneſs that is 
found in them: Which any One, who hath taſted thereof in 
truth, would not turn from, altho' his future Happineſs were 
not concern'd in it. Nor do they conſider the Frame and Na- 
ture of the New Creature, which hath ſpiritual Senſes, fitted 
to diſcern what makes for its own Preſervation, and what 
p erode Had n your Life, and a 
certainty of it; Would you 22 fake your F ood, and 
diſuſe the Means of preſe The 2 — 
had an abſolute ife, That oy Ser ſave 


from the King of Afyria, who then beſieged it: Di 
© Pim zavi. 6 + Plain xvii. 6, + Verſe 13. 


GEE Gon: and draw of EY 


* 


pl The next thing in caurſe is, 


N AN Bikewſ 
and Reaſon would teach them otherwiſe, which Grace does 
not deſtroy, but perfect. Tis a ſpark of that Heavenly Fire, 
which cannot live out of its Element, nor can all the Waters 
under Heaven quench it. Tis a participation of the Divine 
Nature, and fo loves and hates, as the Father of it doth; 
and it will cleave to Him in every State: If he ſave me alive, 
TI ferve Him; If He kill me, Pll yet truft in Him; in Life and 
in Death, I will be the LoRD's. This is the natural Diſpo- 
fition of the New Creature, it ſavours only the things which 
are of God: And the higher taſted they are by Aſſurance, 
the more is he Aloft, and above the lure of carnal Divertiſe- 
ments, not to be governed or led by them; Therefore, lg 
Go be true, and his Prophets and Apoſtles be reckoned 
faithful Witneſſes, and every one that ſpea herxwiſe a Liar. 
N er what Improve- 
ment may be made of this Dockrine; which one would ſurely 
conclude, of very Uſefulneſs, fince the Scriptures are 
ſo greatly concerned about it. In General, it affords matter 
of eminent Support to Believers ; eſpecially in difficult Caſes: 
It alſo evinceth matter of Duty on the Believer's part; and 
from the Examples fore- quoted, ſomething of Direction in re- 
ference to both; which I ſhall here put intermixedly. 
zr. 1. Stand ſtill, and behold the Salvation of the Lox p! 
And at the fight of this great thing, ſay in your Hearts with 
an holy Aﬀeniſhment, what hath GoD wrought! Let your 
Souls be filled and enlarged with everlaſting admirings of that 
Grace that Sovereign Grace which has ſo impregnably ſecur d the 
Salvation of his Cheſen; that no manner of thing, whether 
within them or without them, ſhall be able to defeat it, or 
hinder them of it; no not the Gates of Hell: Nay, not ſo much 
as one of the Stakes thereof ſhall be removed, and that for 
ever. Shaken you ny be, and toſs'd with a Tempeſt : but 
not Overturned, becauſe ye have an Eternal Root. Electing 
Love is of that Sovereignty, that it rules and over-rules all, 
both in Heaven and Earth: CHRIST JESUs our SAVIOUR 
and Lord; the HoLy GrosT our Sanctiſier, Counſellcr, and 
Comforter; in all they have done, do, or will do, do ſtill pur- 
ſue that ſcope. All Ordinances, Providences, Temptations, 
Afflictions, and whatever can be named, whether good or 
bad in itſelf, Life, Death, Things preſent, and Things to 
come, are all made ſubſervient to the Decree Eliction; and 
do all work together, to bring about its moſt glorious Deſign- 
| ment. 
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ment. If the Courſe and Conduct of Common Providences 
were livelily delineated, it would yield an illuſtrious Profpe& : 
How much more the Conduct, Order, and End, of thoſe pe- 
cial. Providences, which are proper to, and converſant about 
Election When all the pieces thereof ſhall be brought 
ther and ſet in order, how beautiful will it be! Angels and 
Men ſhall ſhout for the Glory of it! Then 'twill be evident, 
Gop has done nothing in vain, or impertinent to your bleſſed- 
neſs: That whatever hath befallen you here, however con- 
trary to uu preſent Senſe and Opinion of it, was diſpenſed 
in very * to you: That if any of thoſe manifold, 
and ſeemingly croſs Occurrences, you have been exerciſed 
with, had been omitted, it would have been a Blank in your 
Story, a Blot in your Scutcheon of Honour, When 
ſhall ſee what Contrivances have been againſt you; what Art, 
Subtilty, Malice, and Power, they were agitated with, how 
unable you were of yourſelves, to foreſee, prevent, avoid, or 
repel them, and how all the Attributes of Gop and his Pro- 
vidences, each one in its Time and Place, (which was always 
moſt ſeaſonable) came in to your Reſcue, retorting on your 
Adverfaries, and ſafeguarding you; yea, how that which was 
Death in it ſelf, was made to work Life in you, how amiable 
and admirable will the Story of it be! That when your Faith 
was weak, the LorD did not withdraw from you, that when 
it was at his height and ſtrength, He then did for you above 

all you could believe or think, and through an unſpeakable 
Preſs of Difficulties and Contradictions, He carried on his 
Work in you; even bearing you on Eagle's Wings, until He 
had brought you to Himſelf: How will you magnify his 
Work, and admire it then! Begin it Now. 

Infer. 2. Let us ſtudy more the Knowledge and Contents 
of this great Truth of Believers Invincible Perſeverance; the 
Riſe, Progreſs, and Tendency of it, and what Advantages 
it yields to us: Which are, indeed, many and very con- 
ſiderable. 

i. As it is a part of the Doctrine of Election, which 
teacheth, That nothing in us, but Grace and Love in Gon, 
was the only Original Cauſe of our Salvation: The Know- 
ledge whereof will work in the Soul an hol * and 
Love towards Gop, whom nothing offends but Sin. Simon 


anſwered right, when He ſaid, He that had mo 2 _ 
t 
Who 


would love moſt, Luke vii. 45. whence it fo T 
2 


who believes the free Remiſſion of all his Sins from firſt to 
laſt, muſt needs love Gop more than he who believes only the 
Pardon of thoſe that are paſt; and that fo, as that they may 
all be charg'd upon him again: Or if not, that yet he may 
poſſibly periſh for thoſe to come, perhaps in the laſt Moment 
of his Life: For he is not ſure, (nay, tis very doubtful, if 


ance ſhall be his laſt Act. Now this Grace of Love being 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt operative Principle, he that is led by it 
muſt act accordingly; that is, Vigorouſly, and without Wea- 
rineſs, as Paul did. And Foſeph having received large To- 
kens of Gop's Love to him, and expecting more yet, argues 
- againſt, and, with an boly Diſdain and Slight, puts by the 
— How can I do this, and fin again Gop, who 
hath dealt and will deal ſo bountifully with me! Divine 
Love is of Infinite wy 5 
2. As it teacheth the Soul an _ Gor fer its 
keeping, as having his Almighty Power abſolutely en 
for it. 1 if the Efficacy and Event of all that 605 
doth for Ade, ſhouid depend upon ſomething to be done by 
my ſelf, who am a frail Creature, and prone to Revolt; 1 
ſhould ſtill be in Fear, becauſe ſtill in danger of falling, and 
lafing all at laſt: And this Fear being an enfeebling Paſfion, 
muſt needs render my Reſiſtance and all my Endeavours, both 
irregular and weak: Whereas a magnanimous and fearleſs 
Spirit, who ſees himſelf cloathed with a Divine Power, ſhall 
have his Wits, as we ſay, more about him, to diſcern Dan- 
gers and Advantages; and conſequently, how to eſchew the 
one, and improve the other, | 
3. As it gives Aſſurance, Our Labour ſhall not be in vain. 
This made theſe believing Hebrews to endure that great Fight » 
Aﬀtietions, and to take joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods ; beeau 
they knew they had in Heaven a better and more enduring Sub- 
lance. All manner of Accompliſhments put into one, and 
made your own, would not ſo invincibly fteel your Foreheads, 
and firengthen your Hearts, as to be ſure of Succefs, and to 
come off Conquerors at laſt: The Apoſtle therefore. brings it 
in as the higheſt 1 in our Chriſtian Warfare v. 
And our Bleſſed Lox p Himſelf (who of all others had the 
hardeſt Taſk to perform) ic made his Face as a Flint, becauſe He 
knew He ſhould not be confounded . XY 


* Rom, vi, 14. Ch. viii. 37. + Ifa, I. 7. 


dependent on his awn natural Will) that Faith and Repent- 
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 Infer. 3 Make it one, and that a main Part of your Buſw- 
neſs, to foil and diſprove the Objections that are bro't againſt 
this Doctrine; and your neareſt way to it is by Grawing in 
Grace . 1, Lay aſide, and eaſt away every Weight; eſpe- 
cially the Sin that doth moſt eafily beſet you; your Boſom Sin, 
whatever it be; caft them to the Moles and to the Bats; they 
are not fit Mates for Day-light Creatures +. Tis a noble 
Prize you run for; therefore clog not yourſelf with any thing 


that may hinder, or retard your Pace. 2. Keep yourſelves in 


the Love of Gop; maintain a ſpiritual Senſe of his Love to 
you, and a lively Anſwer of holy Affections towards Him, 
Whatever may tend to obſcure or leſſen your Senſe of it, have 
nothing to do with it; keep yourſelf from Idols; let nothing 
have an Intereſt in your Love but Gop ; and all Things elſe, 
but in ſubordination, and with reſpect to Him only. 3. Watch 
againſt the Beginnings and very firſt Motions of Sz; nip ie 
in the Bud; abſtain from all Appearance of Evil; and walk 
not on the brink of your Liberty. Tis eaſier to keep out an 
Invader, than to expel him being entered; to keep down. a 
Rebel, and prevent has riſing, than to conquer him when he 
is up, Great and black Clouds have ſmall Beginnings; the 
Bigneſs of your Hand, at firſt, may rife and ſpread ſo as to 
cover the whole Heavens; therefore, keep off Sin at Staff s 
end, 4. Be diligent and induſtrious in it, Think not, be- 
cauſe it is Gop who performeth all things for you, that there- 
fore you may fit ſtill, or be remiſs in =_ Duty; your Arme 
and Armour were not provided to ruft in your Cent. There 
may be, indeed, ſuch a Juncture in Providence, that it may 
be your Duty, and conſequently your Strength, to fit ſtill (as 


was theirs at the Red-Sea 1: This is, when all farther Mo- 
tion is ſhut up to you ; and then the Lox D will do his Work 


without you: But uſually there's ſomething to be done on our 
part, ho” the Lon would go forth before David, and 
ſmite the Phili/tines, yet David muſt beſtir him, F. This 


thing is conſtantly to be aftirm'd, That they who have believed 


1 Gop, be careful to maintain gad Works |: And do it the 


rather, To cut off occafion from them which deſire Occaſion ; that 


zoherein they glory, they 3 as tee J. 5. Cleave to 


3 Jxsus 


„ 2 Pet. iii. 28. with Ch. i. from ver. 5. to 10. + x Thel. 
v. 5, 6. } Exod, xiv, 13. F 2 Sam. v. 24. | Tit, iii. 8. 7 2 
Cor. xi. 22. | , 
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/* rsus CHRIST, and to Him only; and truſt not to your beld- 
ing of Him, but to His holding of you. This did David 

when he ſays, Thou holdeft me by my right Hand. Follow 
©, Him, as Men follow the Court, whoſe Dependance is upon 

it. While following Him, you cannot do amiſs; nor want 
any — thing, whether for Counſel, Strength, or otherwiſe. 
6. Forget what is behind, and preſs on towards Perfection; 
that if poſſible, you might attain to the Reſurrection of the 
Dead, i. e. to be perfectly holy. Tho' Perfectneſs, in the 
Perfection of it, is not attainable here; yet the higher your 
aim, the higher ſhall your Attainment be, and the farther off 
from loſing what. you have got. Keep the Mark ſtill in your 
Eye, and ſhun whatever might intercept your Sight of it. 
Theſe are ſome of the Ways to make your Calling and Elefion 
ſure: And if ye do theſe things, ye ſhall prove this Doctrine 
to be true; and either preventor retort thoſe carnal and ground- 
leſs Calumnies that are brought againſt it. 1 „ 
Infer. 4. Since there are ſuch Arguments for Believers 
Per jcverance, let us all ſo demean ourſelves, that we may 
have them all ſtand on our fide, for Proof and Evidence, 
that we are of that happy Remnant, whom the Great Gon 
hath ſet zpart for Himſelf, and whom He hath made and 
wrought for this ſelf ſame thing: And as it was his Purpoſe, 
ſo let it be our Spirit and Practice, to glorify the Riches of 
kis Grace. 1. It born of Gop, let us ſhew forth the Virtues 
of our Father, and bear ourſelves as his Children, both to- 
wards Him, and towards the World. Let us live apen Him, 
and live te Him; rejoicing always before Him; Firſt, fer His 
own Bleſſedneſs, and then for Ours, as derived from His, 
and by Him reſerved in Heaven for us; and all, as deſigning 
to honour Him as our Father. 2. If we have Faith, let it 
appear by our Works. It muſt be ſome ſingular thing that 
mult diſtinguiſh us from other Men: It is not Profeſſion, nor 
Words, nor Actions neither, as to the Matter of them, and 
ſo far as viſible to Men, that will approve us Belieyers; but 
the Principle whence they grow, and the End they drive at: 
The Reſult of Abraham's Faith was, To give Glory to GoD, 
and fo will ours, if Abraham's Seed. 3. Let us carry ourſelves 
under all Diſpenſations not only quietly, but thankfully ; 
and ſo as to anſwer Gop's End; Walk humbly; hate the 


thing 


* Plalm lxxiii. 23, 
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thing that's evil; have the World under your Feet; eſteem 
preciouſly of CarisT; honour His Ordinances; let every 
Grace have „„ bes and rejoice in Hopes * that 
Glory, which all theſe things are preparatory, 4. If one 
NES. and He our Mediator; then We walk as He 
walked; who held his own Will always ſubject to his Fa- 
ther's; reckoning it his Meat to do His Will, and to finiſþ His 
Mert: Let us alſo wait His Advice and Counſel in every 
Buſineſs, and follow it; commit our Cauſe to Him, and in- 
tereſt Him in all our Concernments. 5. Apply yourſelves to 
every Attribute of God, according to the preſent Occaſion, 
and dwell upon them, and leave them not, until you have the 
Grace and Help intended by them. They are all made over 
to the Heirs of Salvation, to live upon: Let it not be ſaid, 
That in the midſt of our abundance we are in ſtreights! 6. 
If made for the Glory of Gop, make good your End: He is 
2 in Holineſs, and by Holineſs only can you glorify Him. 

r, therefore, on the Forehead of your Deſigns and Con- 
verſation, that Royal Inſcription, HOLINESS TO THE 
LORD: By this, you will ſet to your Seal, that Gop is 
true; and approve yourſelves to be Children that will nat tye. 
*T will alfo be of fingular uſe and ſervice to yourſelves, as to 
that other End of your Being: That you have glorified Gon 
on the Earth, will be a ſubſtantial Argument that He will glo- 
rify you in the World to come “. %” tho your perſonal 

ighteouſneſs be not your Title to the Heavenly Inheritance, 
yet 2 conſtant Progreſſion in Holineſs will be your beft 
Evidence, next to the immediate Witneſſings of the Spixrr, 
that you have a Title, and that your Title is good, Since, 
therefore, we were made for, and expect ſuch things, What 
manner of Perſons ought we to be in all holy Converſation and 
Gedlineſs +? 7. If, under the Covenant of Grace, let us reckon 
ourſelves ſtrengthened with all Might, and hold to it, as 
having all our Salvation in it; both Keeping, Support, Recovery 
and Settlement, Grace and Glory: Not minding fo much how * 
any _ or feels at preſent, as the End it tends to; 
for if the End be good, the Means (as ſuch) cannot be other- 
wiſe. And truly, we cannot have a better Evidence of our 
Intereſt in this Covenant, than a total devolving and caſting 
_ ourſelves upon itt, | 
1 4 And 


John xvii. 4. + 2 Pet. iii. 11. f Iſa, lvi. 4, 6. 
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And well it is for us, who find in ourſelves ſo great a 
„ · NN to bac kſlide, that our Eternal Condition A not 
-pend on ourſelves; but upon that Found tion F Gon mentioned 
in T:mothy, where che Apoſtle ſpeaking of ſome who had made 
Sblpwreck of the Faith, ( leſt true B:lievers ſhould faint in 


* 


* 


their Minds, at the fight and apprehenſion of it) he tells 
hem, That Nevertheleſs that is, notwithſtanding this woful 
Backſliding of ſome, perhaps of eminent Profeſſion, yet, the 
Foundation Gon flandeth ſure; g. d. That they who are of 
this Foundation are ſure to be kept: And he confirms it with 
this Seal, The Lord khnoweth them that are his : He knows 
whom He hath Choſen, and concerning whom He hath Cove- 
nanted, that they ſhall nat wy * 22 im ; and therefore He 
will not let them go; they be kept as thoſe ſeven thou- 
find were, from ' bowing the Knee to Baal: Adding this 
Caution withal, That every one which nameth the NAME W. the 
Loxp, Huld depart from Inzquity * Wbich, as it is a Means 
of Gop's appointing, to keep from Apoſtacy; fo it ſhall be 


to them an Evidence, that 5 ate of that Foundation, and 


ſhall be kept. For, it being his Scope, to comfort Believers 
againſt their Miſgivings, which ariſe from a Senſe of their 
own Weakneſs, and a like Aptneſs in themſelves to revolt, 
he needs muſt uſe an Argument ſuitable tq ſuch an End; 

nd therefore, in fa ing, Foundation of GOD flandath fore, 
He muft intend, Believers ſtanding ſure upon it; For, the 
ſtanding ſure of the Foundation; would be ſmall Comfort to 
us, if yet we might be blown off it, or ſink beſides it. Does 
Gop take care Pr Sparrows? for Oxen? for Ravens? Much 
more for Bclieving Souls, who have committed themſel yes ta 
his Keeping. Let the Fowler do all he can, not a Sparrow 


mall fall to the Ground: You'll fay, without the Will of 


Gon they cannot: And the Will of Gop is, that they ſhall 
not: A thouſand may fall at his fide, and ten thouſand at hrs right 
Hand, but it Hall nat come nigh bim. He that determined 
ſuch a Sparrow ſhall not fall, determin'd alſo to prevent that 
which would cauſe him to fall: And therefore, either the 
Fawler ſhall not find the Bird, or the Bird ſhall diſcern his 
approach, or ſmell the Powder, and be gone; or if he ſhoot, 
he ſha!l miſs bis Mark; or if he hit, it ſhall light on the 
Feathers that wil! grow again, or on ſome fleſhy Part that 


may 


2 Tim, ii. 19. + Pfalm xci. 2. 
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may he lick'd whole; or perhaps it ſhall open an Ulcer, that 
could not otherwiſe be cured: A Believer's Heel may be 
> but his vital Parts ar: out of reach, and therefore 


Infer. 5 Let this Doctrine of Believers invincible Perſcue- 
rance in Faith and Holineſs, ſtrengthen our Hearts againſt 
all forts of Doubts and Fears which may ariſe from the pre- 
ſence of indwelling-Sin, with its frequent and ſturdy Inſur- 
rections; fince He that hath begun, will alſo perfect his Work 
with Power . Judge righteous Judgment: Of ' ourſelves 
indeed we cannot think worſe than we deſerve, but of our 
State we may: Therefore for help in this caſe, conſider, 

1. That tho' the New Nature ſhall certainly expunge the 
old, at Ja, the Work is not perfectad here. But take this 
for your preſent Relief, That beft Principle is ſtill predo- 
minant, and getting Ground, and the old Party ſhall never 
recover its waſting Condition: For, the Kingdom of Gop 
once in the Heart, will ſurely work and ſpread itſelf, till the 
whole Lump is favoured by itt : To him that hath Hall be 
given t: He that hath Life Hall laue it mere abundantly S. As 
it was GoD who girded you with Strength, ſo Fl: will make 
your Way perfect]. Tho” Faith and Holineſs be at preſent 
but as too little Flocks of Kids; and Sin, like the Syrians 
Army, fills the Country: Be nat diſmayed ; the King of 
rael will clear the Country of them; His Sir Sal! "ft 
4 Standard againſt them ; and tho' they come in like @ 124 
by Him fhall their proud Haves be flayed*®*, The Load ſays 
to you in this Caſe as He did to Jeremy, I have mad: thee a 
defenced City, an Iron Pillar, and Brazen Walls, againſt the 
whale Land: They ſhall fight againſt thee, but they ſhali not 
prevail againſt thee ++: Or, as once to his People, concernin 
the Giant Og; Fear him not, for I will deliver him, and 
his Penple, into thy Hand f | 

2. This Sickneſs is not unto Death. The Conflict is not 
to weaken or deſtroy, but for Trial and Improvement of your 
Faith and other Graces ; the very Trial whereof is preciaus CY, 
and ſhall be found ſo at laſt; both to the Glory of Him that 
tries you, and yours who are tried. Abraham, David, Fob 


and 


* Phil. i. 6. 2 Theſ. i. 11, + Mat. xiii. 3, 33. f Ch. xxv. 
29. J. John x. 10, | Pſalm xviii. 32, 4 Ia. lix. 19. ** Job 
XXXVi1i. 41, ft Jer. i. 18, 29. ff Deut. iii. 2. 55 1 Fet. i. 7. 
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and others, are pregnant Examples of this; they came forth 
ke Gold, more pure, ſolid and flexible. David, indeed, 
tho? he held faſt his Confidence a great tile, yet ſtill being 
purſued and over-preſt, every Day involved. in — anew, 
and having once admitted carnal Reaſon into his Council, he 
began to 12 in his Faith, I hall ane Day periſh, ——and All 
Min are Liars * : But it was in his Haſte, not conſidering the 
fureneſs of an abſolute wn +. and therefore, whefi he had 
better weighed it, he confeſſes his Fault, and recovers from 
it; and his Faith was improved by his Tryal: For, bein 
come again to itſelf, he comfortably concludes, that Gzodneſs 
and Mercy fhall 5 — him all the Days of his Life; and, 
notwithſtanding his preſent Exile, he Hall dwell in the Houſe 
of the Lord for ever +. | 

3. Be it 8 remembered, that Gop reckons of a Man 
according to what his Mind is; and you ought fo alſo to 
reckon of yourſelf. This was Paul's Courſe in Ram. vii. 
where he thus reaſoneth; Now if I do that I would nat, it is no 
more I that do it, but Sin that divelleth in me t. Before Conver- 
fion it was Saul, but Now 'tis Sin, Believers may be led 
Captive, at Times, even after they have ſwarn Fealty to their 
true Lord: But fill they are his in their Mind, and that's 
their Mark. It is the fame with that in Jahn; Whoſoever is 
born of Gop deth not commit Sin; and he cannot Sin becauſe he 
is lern of Gop&; i. e. He does not, nor he cannot Sin, as 
the Devil's Children do; for their Wills are in it, (which 
alſo is their Mark) according to Jahn viii. 44. The Lufts « 
yeur” Father ye will do; But a Regenerate Perſon, The Evil 
doth, he allows not. And this is a ſtaying Conſideration, 
That if with cur Mind we ſerve the Law of - mg it ſhall not 
ruin us, that with ann Fleſh we 2 the Law of Sin\|: But 
how fall I know it? If you forced, you will Cry out; 
and if vou Cry, it is a Rape, and ſhall not be charged to your 
Account: Ye have the Law for it, Deut. xxii. 25. 26 29. 
So, he that kills a Man againſt his Will, is not reckoned a 
Murtherer, nor worthy of Death; albeit the AR itſelf 
be the fame that another Man, whofe Will was in it, 
ſhall die for g. 


oo 
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4. Believers 


* 4 Sam. xxvii, 1. Pſalm cxvi, 11, + Pſalm xxiii. 6. 
t Rom. vii. 20. F 1 John iii. . | Rom. vii, 23. 1 Exod. 
xxi. 12. with Deut. xix, 4, ©. | 4 


1 5 of Perfeverance. 2B7 
4. Believers are Trees of Righteouſneſs, and of the Lonp's 
_ — and therefore, they ſhall nat fear when Heat 
cometh s. have their Autumns indeed, too often, and 
blighting Winds; perhaps in the Spring-time too; and alſo 
luxuriant Branches and Suckers, proceeding from the old 
Stock; which rob the good Ones of their Sap, and make 
their Fruit leſs, both : in Bulk and Beauty: But ſtill their 
Subſtance is in them, and therefore they tevive and flouriſh 
again. And while thoſe Suckers are niped and pruned off, 
the true Branches are preſerved and cheriſhed + : They Hall 
bring forth Fruit in their Old Age 1. that are now (4. e. 
once; They that are once) the nen of Gop, ſhall ney 
otherwiſe; fave only in a greater Likeneſs to their Father: 
And tho” their Living on Him, and 1 to Him, 
de * L ſometimes, as the Natural Life of Infants is, 
yet, being born, they muſt be kept; and the Fi and 
wow of their Father is, to nurſe them up to à Perfect 

You'll ſay, perhaps, That never had any ſuch Cauſe of 
Complaint as you; and poſſibly it may be ſo; To be ſure, 
you know not that they had: And thoſe you compare yourſelf 
with, may have faid as much of themfelves ; and they had 
the like Cauſe ; for our Hearts are faſhioned alike; only, each 
one beſt knows the Plague of his own: Agur, a Man of great 
Wiſdom and Holineſs, ſays of himſelf, That he was more 
bruitiſh than any Nan ©. But ſuppoſe it be true, that others 
Corruptions have not broke out as yours have done: yet may 
not this put your Faith to à ſtand ; much leſs make you weary, 
recoil, or to faint in 'y6ur Minds: For the fame Grace that 
prevented them, can pardon you; and will, if you caſt your- 
ſelves upon it, Ye may indeed, be allowed to complain of 
your Sins; for, nothing elſe have ye to complain of : There- 
fore, complain and cry out as loud as you will, O wretched 
Man that I am! Who fhall deliver me from this Body of Death? 
But withal, betake you to the ſame Refuge that he did, and 
abide by it; I thank GoD thro JesUs CHRIST our LORD 
Rom. vii. 24, 25. Here you may triumph over all, both 
Complaints and the Cauſes of them. , 

t 


fer. xvii. 8, + John xv. 2. Þ Pſalm xcii. 14. { 1 John 
In. 2, 9. Ch. ii. 27. 2 John Ver. 2, l Eph. iv. 13. 1 Prov. 
XXX. 2. | 
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It muſt always be granted, That to deal with Sin, comb; 

intrenched, and fortified, as it is, is a great Undertaking, 
yet muſt be undertook, and gone through with too; there is 
no Retreat to be ſounded, nor Armour provided for your 
Bach; every Child of Adam muſt either kill or be kil in 
this Combat ; there's no compounding the Difference, nor Diſ- 
change in this Warfare, *till the Day be perfectly won: But 
what a Recruit is there levied, and always ſtands ready, as a 
ſure Reſerve | T hat ths the Conflict be A the Succeſs is ſure: 
And in order thereto, (amongſf other Rules and Articles of 
Wat) bear in Mind theſe few following. (I.) Intangle not 
f; but ſhun and avoid whatever may prove a Clog, or 
ur ſit you for Duty. (2) Exerciſe — in handling your 
Arn Arms, eſpecially that of your Faith. (3.) Stand on 
ur Guard 8 that ye be not ſurprized by ſudden 
xcurſions, or under Pretence of Friendſhip. (4.) Arm your- 
felf with the ſame Mind that was in CHRISH; ſet your Face 


28 a Flint, and conclude, That ye Hall not be confounded. (5. 


Submit to the Place your General hath ſet you in: It mu 

have been ſume Body's Lot, and why not yours? And the 
better it is the more honourable; remembring withal, that when 
the Temptation was appointed, then alſo was ordaived, a N 

to eſcape; and this you are told of before-hand, that you m h 
be able to hear it, 1 Cor. x. 13. (6.) Look that ye fight with 
proper W s; Which are only to be had at the Covenant of 
Grace, and the Croſs of CaurisT ; and there they are never 
wanting: And be ſure ye go not dawn to the Philiſtines, ei - 
ther to forge or ſharpen, (7.) Fight not as one that beats the 
Air; but as having, indeed, a ſturdy Adverſary to deal with, 


whom yet you are ſure to overcome. {8.) Look ſtill en your. 


Captain, to obſerve what He ſays and dies, and do likewiſe : 
To take up the Crofs and endure Hardſhip, are neceſſary Ac- 
coutrements for a Soldier of CHRIST. 


( 
Lon p to renew your Strength; who then beſtirs Himſelf mo 


when your Streagth is gene; He then ſays hold upon Shield 
FA up for your me K. Pſal. xxxv. 2. 


and Buckler, and ſtan 
( 10.) Laſtly, and to influence all, mind the Lok p of his Cones 
nant ; even then, when yourſelf, perhaps, think on it with 
Trouble, as doubting your Intereſt in it. Pray Him to re- 
member it for 5; and with the ſame Good-Will wherewith 


He made it: Befeech Him to look on his Bow in the Chow, 


which Himſelf hath ſet there, as à ſure Sign between Him 


250 Wait on the 


and you that tho” the Skies be red and lowring, the Clouds 
return aſter the Rain, and the Bilows go over your Head, 
ou ſhall not be deluged by them: By this it is, that ye are 
hed about, and walled up to Heaven. Therefore ſtand 
ot like Men in fuſpenſe, as unreſolved to fall on, or doubt- 
ful how to come off; but on, on, the Jay's your on; the 
Lord of Hoſts purſues them; and let all the Sons of Gop fhout 
or bu 
* 7 6. Since Believers only are intereſted in the Cove- 
nanf, and that Faith is a neceſſary Inftrument which the Co- 
venant will not work without, and without which you can- 
not work with it, nor ſee your Intereſt in it, look well to 
your Faith: Firſt, That it be of the right Kind; ſuch as re- 
nounces ſelf, and lives upon Grace, and then, having found 
it ſuch, be ſure ye keep it well, and improve it to the utmoſt, 
Two Uſes, eſpecially, are to be made of it: 1. As your 
Shield, to ſupply the Place of all other Pieces of your Ar- 
mour, when broken or looſe, as well as to ſafeguard them, 
when they are whole and tight about you. If your Helmet 
be out of the Way, and fiery darts come pouring down, hold 
up your Faith between your Head and them: Faith is the 
trueſt quench-coal to the Fire of Hell. If your Sword be 
forgot, or laid afide, or wants an Edge, &c. your Shield if 
applied, will retort your Enemy's Weapons on his own 
Head. 2. Faith is your ſpiritual Optick, which ſhews 
things of Great Moment, and not otherwiſe viſible : Even 
Chariats and Horſemen of Fire, are not diſcernable without 
it. If Temptations from the World do endanger you, turn 
our Faith that Way, and through it view and conſider how 
allow and ſhort-liv'd the Pleaſures of it are, and how mo- 
mentary your Sufferings. Then look at the World to come. 
the Glory of it, and your Intereſt in it, and how much your 
Crown wilt be brightned by the Trials you have paſled under 
here, and dwell on the Contemplation of it. Bend not your 
Eye ſo much on the Peril and Log ef pans Treg, as n 
the long'd-for Shore that lies beyond it, and reckon the Surges 
of that dreadful Gulph which is yet betwixt you and it, but 
as ſo many ſtrokes to waft you thither. This was the Courſe 
that Moſes took , and CHRIS Himſelf +: Nothing fo blunts 
the Edge of Satan's Temptations or.the World's, as this "_ 


* Heb, xi. 26. + Ch. xii. s. 


290 A Praftical Diſtourſe 
of Gop's Ele. Therefore, ſee that you hold faſt your Faith, 
keep it as your Life, keep That, and it will keep you, and 
let it not go until 7 die. Then indeed, it will leave you, 
becaufe then it will have done you all the Service it can, even 
the whole of what it was ordained for. But, ſhall Faith then 
be diſſolved and go to nothing? I would rather expreſs it as 
the Apoſtle doth the State of the Saints that ſhall be found 
alive at CanisT's coming, they ſhall not die, but they ſhall be 
changed *. Faith ſhall then be turned into Sight, and we ſhall 
have the real Preſence, full poſſeſſion, and perfect Fruition 
of that Bleſſedneſs we have believed and hoped for. And then 
ſhall we ſay to our Glorious REDEEMER, Thou art the God 
that haſt fed me all my Life long; Thy Fleſh has been Meat 
Indeed, and thy Blood drink indeed : Many a good Meal have 
J had upon it, in the Valley of Baca; even Feaſts of fat 
Things, and Wine on the Lees: Other Bridegrooms and Sa- 
viours have done worthily, but thou excelleſt them all; they 
ſet forth their beſt at fr, but thou haſt kept the good Wine 
until NOW | | | 

Iafer. 7. Gather hence, both the R and Rationality of 
the Saint's Deſires to be diſſolved f. They knew, that when 
this Earthly Tabernacle went down, they had a better and more 
capaciaus Building in Heaven t. They alſo found, that Spirits 
dwelling in FHleſb are too much ſtreightned and infirm, either 
to bear the Glory they were made for, or to expreſs an anſwer- 
able Thankfulneſs for it: And for this they groaned; not to 
be unclothed, as of their preſent State, but to be clothed 
upon with their Houſe from Heaven 8. They were N the 
Sons of God ||; but what they ſhould be, and fain would be, did 
not appear to them, nor could, *till the Vail was rent, which 
hung (as yet) between them and the Holy of Holies. The 
Firſt- fruits of the Six q, which were both an Earneft and 
PForetaſle of future Glory *, inſpired them with fervent De- 
fires of Liberty; that glorious Liberty which belonged to them, 
as being the Sons of Go ++. They had by Faith laid hold on 
Eternal Life: This they had ftill in their Eye, and earneſtly 
purfued: And fo intent they were upon it, that they even for- 
gat what was behind tt, tho' very memorable in its Time ; 


The 


1 Cor. xv. 61. Þ} Phil. i. 29. +} 2 Cor. v. 1, 2. { Ver. 4. 
1 John wm. 2. 1 Rom. viii. 23. 2 Cor. i, 22. Eph. i. 14. 
+ Rom. viii, 21. f Phil. iii. 13. 
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The Much they had attain'd, they counted for Nothing, ta 
what was coming; nor reckon'd for any Coſt, to gain that 
ineſtimable Pearl, viz. The Prize of the high Ellling of 
Gop im ChRIsT “. This they knew was a thing too Hi 
for mortal Senſes, tho* as highly refined and ſublima 
as Capable of while mortal, and therefore long'd for that 
Day when Immortality ſhould be their Clothing. The 
Love of Gop ſhed . in their Hearts 4, had given 
ſuch a Divine Tincture, and fo transfoim'd and 1 
their Souls, as nothing could ſatisfſy but that immenſe 
Deep from whence it came. They knew, that when CHRIST 
their Life ſhould appear, they ſhould be like Him, and ſhould 
fee Him as He is . Not under Shadows, as of Old; nor 
in a State of Humiliation, as when upon Earth; nor, as 
fince, under Memorials and Repreſentations ; but in his State 
of Glery: The Sight of which would transform them into 
is Image indeed; and *till then they could not ſay, It is 
enough. They knew, that the very Quinteſſence of Heavenly 
Beatitude conſiſts in the Viſion of Gop; and that Heaven it 
ſelf, with all that innumerable Company of Angels, and Spi- 
rits of juſt Men made perfect, though a very glorious and 
defirable Society, would not ſatisfy Heaven-born Sou/s, if the 
Lorp Himſelf were not there in his Glory: Hence thoſe holy 
Exclamations and Outcries, Wham have I in Heaven but Thee 91 
And When fhall I come and appear before Gow || Good Jacab 
would go and ſee his Beloved Toſeph before he died; and theſe 
would die, to go and fee theirs, Thus does the Kingdom of 
Heaven, as it were, ſuffer Violence a ſecond Time from the 
Heirs of Salvation; they know it is theirs; and that they 
were wrought for that ſelf ſame thing; and being theirs, 
they might lawfully take it by Force upon all carnal Impe- 
diments g. 

Inſer. 8. To cloſe all, you have ſeen what Paul and others 
did; go you and do likewiſe; 2 to the Day of Go, and 
wait for it, as they that watch for the Morning. 1. Afeahi- 
onately, as a thing greatly deſirable, eſpecially after a dark and 
toilſome Night. 2. Patiently, and with Quietneſt; not preci- 
pitating, but as knowing it will come, and that in the firte/# 
Time. 3. Attentively, as not willing to loſe the — 
0 


Phil. iii. 14. + Rom. v. 5. f Col. iii. 4. F Pfal. Ixxiii. 
25, || Plal, xlii. 2. 1 Matt. xi. 1. 2 Pet, iii. 13. 
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Sound of your Maſter's Feet. 4. With Diligence alſo and 
Preparedneſs ; that neither Oil nor Lighting may be to ſeek 
when the Cry is made. Be alwa Ready, and Then Groan : 
Groan, I ſay, for that Day of Glory, when Life and Im- 
2 ſhall be brought to Life in Perfection: When your- 
ſelf, with all the Elec of Gop, meeting in that Great and 
General Aſſembly, the Church of the Fir/t-born which are written 
in Heaven *, may be entirely, univerſally, and everlaſtingly 
taken up in admiring Electing Love, which ſo gloriouſly and 
happily ſhall have wrought all our Works for us, and brought 
us to the ultimate End it deſign'd us for; which was, To be 
ever with the Lox D; to ſee Him as He is; and to experience 
the Sum of that great Petition in the 17th of Fohn, that they 

be One in Us 4. And in your Way thither, carry this 
Aﬀcrunce ſtill before you; That the ſame Hands which laid 
the Foundation, will alſo lay the Top-flone, and that with 
Shtutings; and you ſhall lift up to Eternity, that loud and 
joyful Acclamation, Grace, Grace unto it f. Happy art thau, 
O feel; who is like unto thee, O People ſaved by the Log, 
the Shield of thine Help, and the Sword of thine Excellency! 
All thine Enemies be found Liars unto thee, and thou 
Halt tread upon their High Places d And, which is more 
than Angels and Men can uttter beſides, GOD SHALL 
BE ALL IN ALL}! To proclaim which, was the End 
of this Work. Amen. 
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